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“I hope that was the Senior prank,” said Head of School John Palfrey at the last ASM of the year.
S. DIEKEMA/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Sitting in front of a 
sketchpad filled with key-
words and tasks, Becky 
Sykes reflected on the nu-
merous aspects of Andover 
life that she has overseen 
as the Associate Head of 
School over the past 17 
years, and the spaces she 
will leave behind when she 
departs in the fall after 40 
years at Andover.

This chart will kick-
start the process of finding 
a new Associate Head of 
School after Sykes leaves 
to become the first Presi-
dent of the Oprah Winfrey 
Charitable Foundation.

Sykes will remain as 
Associate Head of School 
through the summer, 
working with Head of 
School John Palfrey as 
he restructures the posi-
tion to fit his needs. Pal-
frey will use the 2013-2014 
school year to rethink the 
title before appointing a 
new administrator to fill 
the role.

“When anybody has 
been here for 40 years, and 
done such an amazing job 
as Mrs. Sykes has, the jobs 
sometimes come to de-
scribe the individual, or to 
be built upon the individu-
al strengths of that person. 
So I don’t think it would 
make sense to try and find 
the next Mrs. Sykes—it’s 

just not possible—so I want 
to do it in a more deliberate 
fashion,” said Palfrey.

As Associate Head of 
School, Sykes oversees all 
residential life. Max Alo-
visetti, Director of Psy-
chological Services, Anne 
Gardner, Director of Spiri-
tual and Religious Life, 
Linda Griffith, Dean of 
Community and Multicul-
tural Development, Mike 
Kuta, Athletic Director, 
and Paul Murphy, Dean of 
Students and Residential 
Life, all currently report to 
Sykes. 

When Sykes leaves, she 
and Palfrey will work to 
divide her responsibilities 
among existing faculty 
members this summer. 

“In a lot of cases, 
there’s somebody who’s 
working on [a job] who 
she oversees... [This] is not 
the long-term solution, but 
that’s the one we can do 
for the coming year,” said 
Palfrey.

Sykes has not been pre-
viously involved with the 
Oprah Winfrey Charitable 
Foundation, but was se-
lected as the search com-
mittee reviewed teachers 
and top administrators at 
many schools, she said. 
She will work closely with 
the Oprah Winfrey Lead-
ership Academy for Girls 
in South Africa.

Although Sykes has yet 
to decide where she and 
her husband will reside 
in the United States after 
they leave Andover in Sep-
tember, she said that she 
will spend approximately 
eight months of her first 
year at the South African 
school. 

As Sykes is the first 
person to be President of 
the Oprah Winfrey Chari-
table Foundation, the 
job description is not yet 
definite. She said that she 
will help create this de-
scription as she steps into 
the role. Primary tasks 

Becky Sykes to Head Oprah 
Winfrey Charitable Foundation

By ANIKA KIM & 
EMMA MEHLMAN

Continued on P8, Column 6

Check out pages 3-6 for 
STATE OF THE ACADEMY 
SEX, DRUGS, DIVERSITY & WELLNESS

Tracy Ainsworth and 
Tony Rotundo, both In-
structors in History, will 
serve as Interim Co-Direc-
tors of the Brace Center for 
Gender Studies next year 
as Diane Moore, current 
Director of the Brace Cen-
ter, takes a leave of absence 
to work with at Harvard 
University. 

Both Ainsworth and 
Rotundo bring experi-
ence to the new position. 
Ainsworth has taught at 
Andover for 11 years and 
currently teaches a Senior 
elective titled “American 

Popular Culture,” which 
focuses partially on the 
shift of gender roles in 
American society. She has 
also worked extensively 
with students in recent 
campus discussion on gen-
der, according to Moore. 
In his 32nd year teach-
ing at Andover, Rotundo 
has previously served as 
the Director of the Brace 
Center. He has written 
two books on gender his-
tory, one examining the 
intersection of gender and 
politics and another on the 
evolution of manhood. He 

Ainsworth and Rotundo 
Appointed Co-Interim 

Directors of Brace Center
By JANINE KO

Editorial/2
“Lucky to Have 13”

Commentary/2-3
Meera Patel ’15 discusses 
popular music in relation to 
the feminist movement. 

Inside
The Phillipian Student Presentation:

Elaine Sohng ’13 and Ce-
line Kwon ’13 discuss the 
causes of violence against 
Native American women. 

News/4 Arts/10-11
“25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” 
premiered last weekend.
Preview of “Much Ado 
About Nothing.”

Features/12

Not your mother’s roast! 
Features does Prom.

Sports/9

Girls Lacrosse beats 
Exeter. 
Boys Crew falls short of 
three-peat at NEIRA. B3 
still takes gold.

Scoring barefoot goals 
with sweat trailing down 
their foreheads, students 
dribbled soccer balls 
across the Great Lawn this 
past Wednesday to fund-
raise for HIV/AIDS aware-
ness in Africa through the 
Grassroot Soccer organiza-
tion.

The tournament earned 
$680 in total, $500 of 
which came from selling 
the Grassroots t-shirts in 
the fall and the rest came 
from an entry fee of $15 by 
each team. All proceeds 
went towards the Grass-
root Soccer organization.

Grassroot Soccer is a 
charitable organization 
that aims to educate, in-
spire and mobilize com-
munities through soccer to 
prevent the spread of HIV. 
Through various soccer ac-
tivities and games, the or-
ganization promotes social 

justice and HIV prevention 
awareness, according to 
the website. 

12 teams participated in 
a round-robin style tourna-
ment. The winner of each 
group of four, along with a 
wildcard team, participat-
ed in the semifinals, with 
the winners of those games 
advancing to the finals. 

Team Dortmund, con-
sisting of Dylan Mott ’15, 
Josh Murphy ’15, Nick 
Swenson ’15 and Andrew 
Zheng ’15, won the tourna-
ment, earning a Captain’s 
Pizza gift card. 

“Without a doubt 

Soccer Tournament Raises $680 
For Grassroot Soccer Organization

By CHRIS LI
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Sam Block ’14 dribbles through defenders.

Becky Sykes will move on 
after 40  years at Andover.

A.WESTFALL/ THE PHILLIPIAN

This past Sunday, stu-
dents and faculty par-
ticipated in the Hoops 
Creating Hope 3 v. 3 bas-
ketball tournament to ben-
efit Crossover Basketball 
and Scholars Academy, 
an international basket-
ball program committed 
to empowering children 
through the sport in Chen-
nai, India. 

The 3 v. 3 tournament 
is just one of many ways 
Andover’s Varsity Girls 
Basketball Team has in-
tegrated “non sibi” with 
the competitive spirit of 
basketball for Crossover 
Basketball and Scholars 
Academy. Following the 
suggestion of Raj Mundra, 
Director of the Niswarth 
program in India, some 
team members will also 
coach at the Crossover 
Basketball and Scholars 

Academy camp this sum-
mer in Chennai, working 
with young players to hone 
skills necessary for higher 
education. 

Maggie Brown ’13, Kas-
ey Hartung ’14 and several 
basketball players from 
Harvard will serve as stu-
dent coaches and mentors 
for the Hoops Creating 
Hope program this sum-
mer, according to Mundra. 
They will stay in Chen-
nai, India for two weeks in 
July.

Organized by Hartung 
and Lewis Robinson, Coach 
of Girls Varsity Basketball, 
the Sunday tournament 
consisted of 14 teams of 
three players each: one male 
student, one female student 
and one faculty member.

 “Mr. Robinson and I 
helped organize this event 
today with the thought 
that it would incorporate 
the fun nature

Students and Faculty Raise Money for the 
Crossover Basketball and Scholars Academy

By WON WOO KIM

Continued on P9, Col. 5

Leaders of the femi-
nism movement at Ando-
ver gave a three-part pre-
sentation during Monday’s 
faculty meeting in Kemper 
Auditorium in order to 
clarify questions regard-
ing the movement. The 
faculty later discussed the 
issues addressed after the 
students had left.

Zoë Chazen ’14, MJ 
Engel ’13, Gabbi Fisher 
’13, Gaelyn Golde ’13, Maia 
Hirschler ’13, Kristin Men-
dez ’13, Jackie Murray 
’13, Nicole Ng ’13, Tyler 
Olkowski ’13, Farris Peale 
’14, Jing Qu ’13, Madeline 
Silva ’13 and Heather Zhou 
’13 led the discussion.

The faculty remained 
in the auditorium after 
the presenters had left to 
further discuss the infor-
mation and come up with 
means by which faculty 
could support the move-
ment, which the students 
were hoping to achieve 
through their presenta-
tion. 

Fisher said, “Faculty 
are here for decades and 
witness the school evolv-

 F=E Presents 
At Faculty 

Meeting
By MADELEINE 

MAYHEW

Continued on P4, Column 4
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Alexi Bell ’13 defends Rory Ziomek ’13. 

The Fossil Fuels Di-
vestiture subcommittee 
decided earlier this month 
that the Board of Trustees 
will not divest Andover’s 
stock portfolio from fossil 
fuel companies. 

These companies do 
not necessitate divestment 
in accordance with the 
Board’s socially respon-
sible investment policy, 
which states that stocks 
should only be divested in 
cases of broad agreement 
that the companies are 
indisputably committing 
grave social injury. In ad-
dition, Andover is still not 
in agreement over many 
issues regarding climate 
change and divestment, 
wrote the Trustees in 
their Letter to the Editor.

The four-person ad hoc 
Fossil Fuels Divestiture 
subcommittee was first 
formed during Winter 
Term in response to the 
Divest Andover Movement 
to monitor conversation on 
campus. The subcommit-
tee consists of Amy Falls 
’82, Shelly Guyer ’78, Gary 
Lee ’74, all Charter Trust-
ees, and Rejii Hayes ’93, 
Alumni Trustee.

TRUSTEES 
DECIDE AGAINST 

DIVESTMENT
By ANDREW YANG

Tony Rotundo
S. MORELAND/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Tracy Ainsworth
E.MEHLMAN/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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SOTA/5-8
State of the Academy: 
This year’s results —
graphs, reports and 
comprehensive analy-
ses. Be sure to check out 
the digital version at 
www.sota13.phillipian.net 
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45.4%
Male
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Atheism (20.4%)

Agnosticism (17.5%)

Buddhism (2.5%)

Hinduism (2.0%)

Judaism (6.4%)

Christianity (40.4%)

Brand new digital report at:
WWW.SOTA13.PHILLIPIAN.NET



currently teaches a Senior 
elective on “Gender Stud-
ies in Gender Relations.” 

“Dr. Moore, Dr. [Kath-
leen] Dalton, [Instructor 
in History] and I have, 
in one configuration 
or another, headed the 
Brace center ever since 
it was started in 1996. 
It’s time for new leader-
ship, because there’s a 
whole younger generation 
of faculty that are very 
knowledgeable about 
gender, deeply concerned 
about it, and who are al-
ready working with it in a 
variety of ways with lots 
of different groups of stu-
dents on the issue,” said 
Rotundo. 

“[Rotundo] brings in-
stitutional memory and 
a sense of how gender 
conversations on cam-
pus have changed over 
time, so he is a great an-
chor for the Brace Cen-
ter. I’m thrilled to have 
the chance to work with 

him in this capacity; he 
combines really smart, 
incisive thinking about 
these issues with genuine 
warmth and compassion,” 
wrote Ainsworth in an e-
mail to The Phillipian. 

Ainsworth also hopes 
that the Brace Center will 
extend its role on campus 
as Andover celebrates its 
40th year of coeducation. 
Both Ainsworth and Ro-
tundo are particularly 
interested in maintaining 
community interest on 
the topic of feminism. 

“In my 30 plus years 
here, where gender has 
always been an issue of 
concern to me, there has 
been more discussion of it 
this spring than I can ever 
remember of all those 
years. I want to be part of 
making sure that the dis-
cussion doesn’t drop, so 
that, if anything, it might 
broaden out to some other 
issues, but that certainly 
the interest and the con-
cern don’t disappear,” 
said Rotundo. 

Moore will spend most 
of next year working as a 
faculty member at Har-
vard University, though 
she will return to help the 
Brace Fellows through 
their research and pre-
sentations. 
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Campus Briefing

Over the summer, the Office of the Physical Plant (OPP) will perform a total of 50 con-
struction projects that range in cost from $10,000 to nearly $6 million on the Andover cam-
pus. The largest and most expensive project will be a renovation of Bishop Hall, which will 
receive a full interior facelift for the first time since 1996. According to Larry Muench, Direc-
tor of Facilities, changes will be made to the heating, electrical and lighting systems. Bath-
rooms, student rooms and faculty apartments will also be renovated and energy efficient 
components will be installed. The renovation will also include a new slate roof, masonry 
work and new windows, according to an Andover press release. Construction on Bishop Hall 
will begin on June 10 and conclude by early September, said Muench.

In addition, Harrison Ice Rink will receive a sustainability overhaul to reduce electri-
cal costs, according to the press release. The Academy will expect to finalize an agreement 
with Nexcamp to install a large solar array on the roof of the ice rink, according to the press 
release. 

Other projects for the summer will include fire protection sprinklers in Carter House, 
Flagg House, Samaritan House, Clement House and Bishop Hall, connecting Stowe House, 
French House and Whitney House to the campus electrical grid, as well as changing some 
dormitory interior finishes and repainting a number of houses with wooden exteriors, ac-
cording to Muench. Aside from the Bishop Hall renovation, Muench expects the summer 
projects to be completed by late August.

OFFICE OF THE PHYSICAL PLANT: 
Bishop Hall, Harrison Ice Rink to be Renovated

Madeleine Mayhew contributed reporting

ing, while students are cy-
cled out every four years. 
Lasting change comes from 
faculty involvement, and 
we hope that our presenta-
tion will encourage more 
faculty to address the is-
sues of gender that still ex-
ist at Andover.”

Engel said, “I hope the 
faculty will take away a 
sense of responsibility and 
also empowerment to ad-
dress these issues. Faculty 
should realize that they 
have a direct influence on 
student life, and this influ-
ence can be used for the 
good by incorporating dis-
cussions of race, class, gen-
der and sexuality into the 
curriculum.”

The presenters began 
the evening with an experi-
ences section, which con-
sisted of the anonymous 
testimonials submitted by 
students relating to expe-
riences in settings ranging 
from the classroom to the 
hookup culture, according 
to Fisher. 

These experiences had 
been posted anonymously 
to the Feminism is Equality 
blog, or one of the feminism 
Facebook pages by students 
to showcase the different 
points of views on the femi-

nism movement and gender 
roles on campus, said Qu. 

The second part of 
the presentation, accord-
ing to Fisher, focused on 
groups on campus such as 
Women’s Forum (WOFO), 
The Girls Leadership Proj-
ect (GLP) and Feminism is 
Equality and efforts these 
groups have made to ad-
dress gender disparities in 
the Andover community. 

In the third portion of 
the presentation, Fisher 
said that students offered a 
“wish list,” or suggestions 
to faculty in order to con-
tinue the shift toward gen-
der equality at Andover. 

Qu said that the sug-
gestion portion of the pre-
sentation addressed what 
teachers can do to both no-
tice and address gender is-
sues not only in classrooms, 
but also in the larger con-
text of Andover as a com-
munity, such as how sex 
education is provided on 
campus. 

Ng said, “[Room visit-
ing] talks are successful in 
terms of providing logisti-
cal information, but are not 
effective in talking about 
the ways in which a rela-
tionship can affect a stu-
dent’s life at Andover.”

“There are many things 
that are not being noticed, 
especially about the hook-

up culture, nuances in 
classrooms and leadership 
positions,” she continued. 

David Fox, Instructor 
in English, said, “I think 
that it was hard for any 
member of faculty to not be 
provoked. The presentation 
made many of us realize 
that we have some work to 
do in a variety of different 
areas.”

Fox said, “Most of the 
faculty who spoke after 
the students left expressed 
some level of surprise. 
Many reactions were, ‘I 
didn’t know about this,’ 
or ‘I hadn’t really thought 
about incorporating this,’” 
he continued. 

Ellen Greenberg, In-
structor in Mathematics, 
said, “It opened an ongo-
ing conversation to the en-
tire faculty, and we should 
continue this important 
dialogue between students 
and faculty next year.  Per-
sonally, I hope we can em-
power students to continue 
this dialogue among them-
selves, and that students 
and faculty together con-
tinue to work for necessary 
change.”

Students Share Anonymous Testimonials 
About Gender at Andover with Faculty

Continued  from P1, Col. 4

Continued  from P1, Col. 2

Once leaders of their ma-
triarchal societies, Native 
American women are now 
twice as likely to be sexu-
ally assaulted than Caucasian 
women, said Celine Kwon ’13 
and Elaine Sohng ’13 in a pre-
sentation of their indepen-
dent project “Sexual Violence 
Among Native American 
Communities and the Vio-
lence Against Women Act,” 
this Tuesday.

Kwon and Sohng focused 
on the origins of sexual vio-
lence in the Native American 
population and the efficacy 
of the recently updated Vio-
lence Against Women Act 
(VAWA), a federal law passed 
in 1994 which provides fund-
ing for the investigation and 
prosecution of violence to-
wards women. 

“Between 85 and 95 per-
cent of violent crimes com-
mitted against Native Ameri-
can women are committed 
by non-Indians, and over half 
of the reported perpetrators 
of these crimes were white,” 

said Kwon. 
As Native American res-

ervations operate under a 
tribal court system, where 
state laws do not apply, most 
crimes against native women 
go unprosecuted, Sohng said.

The revised version of 
VAWA, which was passed 
through Congress this Feb-
ruary, will expand the ju-
risdiction of tribal courts 
to non-natives and provide 
$659 billion per year in fund-
ing for investigation and 
prosecution of sex crimes in 
Native American communi-
ties, Kwon said.

While violence against 
women is prevalent in Na-
tive American societies to-
day, it was previously highly 
stigmatized within tribes. 
“In a lot of the traditional 
communities, especially the 
Midwestern ones, if a man 
beat his partner, the entire 
community would beat him 
with sticks and banish him 
for life,” said Sohng.

This stigma is no longer 
applicable since the majority 
of perpetrators of abuse are 
not Native Americans and 

come from outside the com-
munity. 

The origins of violence 
within Native American 
communities date to the 
emergence of boarding 
schools in the 1860s. “The 
boarding schools... destroyed 
traditional family struc-
tures, especially with abusive 
boarding school owners, who 
would physically and sexu-
ally abuse children,” said 
Sohng .

 The federal government, 
through the Indian Health 
Service, also forced the ster-
ilization of over 25 percent 
of Native American women 
in 1970, lowering the self-
esteem and perceived im-
powrtance of Native Ameri-
can women, according to 
Sohng.

The federal establish-
ment of tribal leadership 
within reservations and 
tribes also forced European 
gender norms on the Native 
American population, push-
ing women out of the tribal 
political process in which 
they originally held much 
control, Sohng continued.

“Originally, Native Amer-
ican women had autonomy 
in relationships, sexual free-
dom and the right to divorce, 
but those were effectively de-
stroyed when they married 
Euro-American men,” said 
Sohng.

Tracy Ainsworth, In-
structor in History and So-
cial Sciences, Ryan Wheeler, 
Director of the Peabody Mu-
seum of Archaeology, and 
Lindsay Randall, Peabody 
Museum Educator, served as 
advisors for the project.

Sohng and Kwon Discuss Violence Against 
Women in Native American Communities

Palfrey Will 
Wait to Appoint
New Associate 
Head of School 

will include day-to-day 
work with the Leadership 
Academy as well as fund-
raising efforts. 

“I think one of the 
things I’m looking for-
ward to is continuing the 
work with the school, 
I’ve been working with 
schools for a very long 
time and so the fact that 
this is a foundation that 
is related to a school, a 
school for girls in South 
Africa, means that I will 
still have contact with 
students and still be in-
volved with helping to de-
velop the program there 
and to make it sustainable, 
because part of my job ob-
viously is on the finance 
side, raising money for the 
school,” said Sykes. 

Sykes’ fundraising for 
the Leadership Academy 
will be a natural extension 
of her work at Andover, as 
she has been involved in 
many fundraising efforts 
here with Peter Ramsey, 
Secretary of the Academy. 
In addition, Sykes has 
held many other positions 
at Andover, including So-
cial Functions Director, 
House Counselor, Cluster 
Dean and Dean of CAMD.

Moore to Take a Leave of 
Absence to Teach at Harvard
Continued  from P1, Col. 6

By RANI IYER
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Leadership

!e Phillipian announced 
the results of the 2013 State of 
the Academy survey, which is 

given annually to examine the 
demographics of the student 

body and student opinions on 
all aspects of life at Andover. !is 
year, !e Phillipian surveyed 685 
students on topics regarding well-
ness, sex, drugs, academics, diver-

sity and discipline.
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There was near-perfect represen-
tation of males and females among 
respondents who considered them-
selves campus leaders.

Similarly, those who considered 
themselves leaders almost perfectly 
represented the race or ethnicity 
of the entire survey pool, with the 
percentages among those who con-
sidered themselves leaders varying by 
no more than 1 percent in each racial 
or ethnic category. 

Being a leader on campus cor-
related to higher substance use than 
both the general survey pool and 
those who didn’t think they were 
leaders. 

Seventy percent of those who 
considered themselves leaders have 
consumed alcohol, while 64.2 percent 
of all respondents had consumed 
alcohol. 33.7 percent of those who 
consider themselves leaders have 
used marijuana, and 28.7 percent of 
those who didn’t consider themselves 
leaders answered the same. 

Those who considered themselves 
leaders seemed to respond better to 
Andover’s competitive nature. Forty 
percent of leaders said they found 
Andover’s competitive nature moti-
vating, while only 31 percent of those 
who were not leaders said the same. 

Female respondents seemed to 
be slightly more involved in leader-
ship roles on campus, with only 29.7 
percent saying they held no leader-

ship positions. 37.9 percent of male 
respondents, on the other hand, said 
they held no leadership positions. 

Nevertheless, students are split 
on whether gender plays a role in de-
termining leadership positions. 67.2 
percent of female respondents believe 
gender affects the chances of getting 
a leadership position. 60.5 percent of 
males, however, disagree. 

Tony Rotundo, Instructor in His-
tory who will serve as next year’s In-
terim Co-Director of the Brace Cen-
ter of Gender Studies, referenced the 
idea brought up at School Congress 
of male-dominated “big four” orga-
nizations on campus. He said that 
while both genders may be equally 
represented in other leadership roles, 
these “big four” organizations remain 
headed by male students. 

“I think our bright and outstand-
ing young women feel that they are 
not getting an equal chance at leader-
ship. That is problematic. In a stu-
dent body with a lot of outstanding 
kids, if some group feels left out of 
leadership, we need to have conversa-
tions about what to do about this. My 
feeling is that this is an agenda for ac-
tion,” said Kathleen Dalton, Instruc-
tor in History. 

When Asked if Gender Plays a 
Role in Determining Leadership 

Positions...

an interactive report on State of the Academy 
2013 is available on The Phillipian’s website. 
The website will feature the graphs shown 

here as well as more comprehensive in-depth 
analyses. Check it out at:

www.sota13.phillipian.net

May 31, 2013 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n STATE OF THE ACADEMY  5 

Graphics by: Zoe Gallagher



Do you think that other students at Andover are happy?

No
66%

Yes
34%

Yes
81.8%

No
18.2%

Do you think attending Andover affects your chances of 
attending a “top college?”

Did Not Change (16.8%)

Decreased (43.0%) 

Increased (40.2%)

Did Not Change (12.4%)

Decreased (70.8%)

Increased (16.8%)

Too Hard (8.4%)

A Little Hard (61.8%)

Just Right (27.3%)

A Little Easy (1.6%)

Too Easy (0.9%)

Too Hard (34.5%)

A Little Hard (54.0%)

Just Right (8.8%)

A Little Easy (0.9%)

Too Easy (1.8%)

How do you feel about the rigor of your overall academic 
experience at Andover?

How does Andover’s competitive nature affect you?

A Competitive Nature 
Does Not Exist (2.1%)

Neutral (30.1%)

Damaging (27.1%)

Motivating (40.7%)

A Competitive Nature 
Does Not Exist (0.9%)

Neutral (11.5%)

Damaging (75.2%)

Motivating (12.4%)

of students are
unhappy at Andover17.6%of students are 

happy at Andover82.4%

The Andover Experience
Happy vs. Unhappy

3

5+

4

2

1

0

Have your time commit-
ments at Andover impact-
ed your overall health?

Number of Leadership Positions 
Held by those who Answered Yes

Yes
74.2%

No
25.8%

5+

4

3

2

1

0

Number of Leadership Positions 
Held by those who Answered No

Yes
11.4%

No
88.6%

Have you ever engaged 
in self-harm while at 

Andover?

Yes
14.8%

No
85.2%

Have you had an 
eating disorder while 

at Andover?

Yes
36.4%

No
63.6%

Have you ever 
been to Graham 

House?

Yes
75.7%

No
24.3%

Is there a social 
stigma associated 

with Graham House?

9 or more (3.4%)

8 (15.4%)

7 (38.9%)

6 (29.2%)

5 (8.8%)

4 (2.8%)

3 or fewer (1.5%)

How many hours of sleep do you get each night?

Not Under Pressure (4.2%)

Other (4.5%)

My Teachers (6.1%)

My Peers (8.0%)

My Parents (10.6%)

My Own Expectations (66.6%)

What is your greatest source of pressure?

Wellness

Average Hours of Sleep by Class Year

2013
6.52

2014
6.39

2015
6.79

2016
6.91

6.0 (8.1%)

5.5 (22.8%)

5.0 (39.6%)

4.5 (19.5%)

4.0 (7.6%)

3.5 or Lower (2.4%)

Average Rounded Winter 
2013 GPA

Have you ever plagiarized?

11%
said
Yes

89%
said
No

Have you ever cheated?

26.3%
said
Yes

73.7%
said
No

AcademicsDiversity
Do you believe that Andover is 

diverse?

85.1%
said
Yes

14.9%
said
No

Cross Referenced by Race

88.1%
Yes

11.9%
No

Caucasian

85.5%
Yes

14.5%
No

Asian-American/Asian

65.5%
Yes

34.5%
No

African-American/African

76.7%
Yes

22.3%
No

Hispanic

95%
Yes

5%
No

South Asian

78.3%
Yes

21.7%
No

Other

Is there a social divide at Andover 
between races?

65.8%
said
Yes

34.2%
said
No

Is there a social divide at Andover 
between socioeconomic classes?

49.2%
said
Yes

50.8%
said
No

Is there grade inflation at 
Andover?

52.6%
said
Yes

47.4%
said
No

State of the Academy

!e overwhelming majority of Andover students think 
that Andover is a diverse community, though this belief is 
contested along racial lines. 

88.1 percent of Caucasian respondents and 85.5 percent 
of Asian American or Asian respondents considered An-
dover is diverse. Only 65.5 percent of African American or 
African respondents and 76.7 percent of Hispanic students 
said the same. 

Survey results indicate that most students think there is 
a social divide between students of di"erent races and eth-
nicities, with 65.8 percent of the all respondents indicating 
so. !is is also contested along racial lines.

!e majority of Caucasian (67.5 percent) and 
Asian-American and Asian (64.5 percent) students believed 
that Andover successfully connects racially and socioeco-
nomically diverse students with each other. African-Amer-
ican and African respondents overwhelmingly disagreed 
with this, with only 27.6 percent saying that Andover 
successfully connects students of all backgrounds. 

Most minority respondents believed that students at 
Andover are held to di"erent academic standards depend-
ing on their race, a claim that most Caucasian and Hispanic 
respondents contested. 72.4 percent of African-American 
or African respondents and 69.1 percent of Asian-Amer-
ican or Asian respondents said that students are held to 
di"erent academic standards based on race. Only 31.4 per-
cent of Caucasian respondents and 33.3 percent of Hispanic 
students indicated the same. 

State of the Academy revealed cause for concern regarding student ex-
haustion, as nearly three-quarters of 674 respondents indicated that their time 
commitments at Andover have impacted their overall health. 

“I think that the way kids live here has a signi#cant negative impact on 
their health. I think for the majority of the people they aren’t getting enough 
sleep; kids don’t always eat as healthy, [and] their use and abuse of substances 
can also have a negative impact. A lot of the ways that kids deal with [Ando-
ver] can lead to them being less healthy, at least in the short term,” said Dr. 
Carol Israel, Associate Director of the Graham House Counseling Center.

96.6 percent of respondents reported getting fewer than the recommend-
ed nine hours of sleep per night. Lack of sleep is one of many stressors for 
students here, said Israel, which may help explain the increase in drug and 
alcohol use. 

Students seek outlets for such stress, which may manifest in eating disor-
ders and self harm. 11.4 percent of respondents reported having engaged in 
self-harm, a slight increase from 9.6 percent last year. 14.8 percent of re-
spondents stated that they have su"ered from an eating disorder during 
their time at Andover, up from 11.8 percent last year. 

!e percentage of respondents that has been to Graham House 
has increased slightly to 36.4 from 33.1 percent last year. Some 250 
students a year voluntarily receive help from Graham House, said 
Israel. Nevertheless, a strong social stigma pervades on campus, 
with 75.7 percent of survey participants reporting that there is a 
social stigma attached to seeking counseling.

“I understand that in many parts of the world, seeking 
psychological support is viewed as a weakness. We certainly 
do all that we can to help people understand that talking 
about how stressful life is here is hardly an indication of 
a mental illness or weakness,” said Israel.
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Yes
53.4%

No
46.6%

Have you ever watched pornography?

By Gender
Female Male

No
74.2%

Yes
25.8%

Yes
86.2%%

No
13.8%

No
65.5%

Yes
34.5%

Class of 2016

No
48.8%

Yes
51.2%

Class of 2015

No
44.6%

Yes
55.4%

Class of 2014

No
35.7% Yes

64.3%

Class of 2013

By Class Year

No
71.9%

Yes
28.1%

Have you had sex?

Yes
42.2%

No
57.8%

Have you engaged in oral sex?

Class of 2016

No
91.8%

Yes
8.2%

Class of 2015

Yes
19.4%

No
80.6%

Yes
29.2%

No
70.8%

Class of 2014

Yes
46.7%

Class of 2013

No
53.3%

Yes
20.9%

No
79.1%

Class of 2016

Yes
33.1%

No
66.9%

Class of 2015

Yes
44.0%No

56.0%
Yes

61.0%

No
39.0%

Class of 2014Class of 2013

What 
caffeinated 
beverage do 

you drink 
most?

None (29.0%)

5 Hour Energy (2.0%)

Energy Drinks (5.9%)

Tea (21.9%)

Coffee (41.2%)

25.4%

25.4%
of Andover students 

drink at least one cup 
of coffee every day

24.8%24.8% of Andover students 
drink fewer than one cup 

of coffee per week

Drugs

The most common place to engage in sexual interaction is His/Her Room at 28.8%
19.3% of students most commonly engage in sexual interaction in... Academic Buildings

19.9%

80.1%

of Andover students are 
currently in a committed 

relationship

of Andover students are not 
currently in a committed 

relationship

31.5%

68.5%

of Andover students 
feel pressured to 

participate in Andover’s 
“hook-up” culture

of Andover students do 
not feel pressured to 

participate in Andover’s 
“hook-up” culture

Sex More students are having sex this year, ac-
cording to State of the Academy statistics. 28.1 
percent of respondents said that they have had 
sex, compared with 21.5 percent last year. 

!e Lower and Upper classes are having 
more sex than previous years. 19.4 percent 
of Lower respondents reported having sex, 
compared to 11.4 percent of Lowers last year. 
29.2 of Upper respondents said they had sex, 
while only 18.6 percent of Uppers last year said 
the same. 

!ese increases have prompted members 
of the faculty to reconsider sex education at 
Andover. 

“We really do believe that there should 
be more conversation with kids about having 
healthy emotional and sexual relationships. 
!ere certainly are going to be some changes 
going forward to respond to the perception 
that there are more kids involved in unhealthy 
sexual relationships,” said Dr. Carol Israel, 
Associate Director of Graham House and a 
member of the Sexual Education Committee 
established to discuss sex education on campus. 

!e Sexual Education Committee consists 
of Dr. Amy Patel, Carlos Hoyt, Dr. Jeremiah 
Hagler, Frank Tipton and Tasha Hawthorne.

21.3 percent of female respondents have 

been sexually harassed. 12.6 percent of the fe-
male respondents have been sexually harassed 
only o" campus. Only 9.1 percent of male sur-
vey respondents have been sexually harassed. 

Opinion on Andover’s “hook-up” culture 
also varied widely by gender. 65.7 percent of 
female respondents believed it was too casual, 
compared with 37.6 percent of male respon-
dents who said the same. In contrast, almost 
48.3 percent of male respondents said the 
“hook-up” culture was just right. 

In addition, signi#cantly more female than 
male students surveyed said they felt pres-
sured to participate in the “hook-up” culture. 
37.6 percent of female respondents said they 
felt pressured, while only 24.2 percent males 
indicated the same. 

Respondents were split regarding room 
visiting guidelines. Forty-eight percent of 
respondents said they were content with the 
current guidelines, while 52 percent said they 
were not. 

36.5 percent of surveyed students said 
they have had an illegal room visit. Only 3.1 
percent of the total respondents, or 20 out of 
654 students surveyed, said they had received 
disciplinary action for the illegal room visit.

Do you use hard drugs?

Yes, on campus (0.8%)

Yes, off campus (3.9%)

Yes, on and off campus (2.6%)

No (92.7%)

Do you use study drugs?

Yes, on campus (3.5%)

Yes, off campus (1.2%)

Yes, on and off campus (3.2%)

No (92.0%)

!ere has been an increase in student alcohol consumption this year. 64.2 percent of 648 respondents reported 
having consumed alcohol, compared to 58.2 percent last year. !ese rising numbers hint at increased underlying 
stressors in the community, according to Dr. Carol Israel, Associate Director of Graham House Counseling Center. 

“I think kids who turn to smoking and drinking o$en have some underlying issues underneath that cause their 
unhappiness. Drinking and substance abuse can ultimately cause a great deal unhappiness, but I think kids who are 
drawn to that in a repeated way do have something else in their lives that contributes to unhappiness,” said Israel. 

Results revealed a correlation between substance use and greater unhappiness. Only 75.4 percent of respondents 
who had used marijuana said they were happy, while 85.8 percent of those who hadn’t used marijuana said 
they were happy. Similarly, 80.3 percent of those who have consumed alcohol said they were happy, while 
86.6 percent of those who hadn’t said they were happy. 

A greater percentage of Juniors have consumed alcohol than Juniors last year. 45 percent of Junior 
respondents said they had consumed alcohol, compared with 37.9 percent last year. 

As in previous years, there was a large discrepancy in substance use between genders. 40.7 
percent of male respondents have used marijuana, compared with 23.4 percent of female respon-
dents. 

Eight percent of respondents have used unprescribed study drugs, despite Isham Health 
Center’s e"orts to coordinate medication management with students, parents and prescribers, said 
Dr. Amy Patel, Medical Director. 

“Prescription and over-the-counter medication abuse is a concern, but no more so at PA 
than anywhere else.  All medications should be taken exactly as prescribed, they should never 
be shared (and in some cases it is illegal to do so, such as with controlled substances used to 
treat ADHD), and students taking medications should be monitored by a healthcare profes-
sional,” wrote Patel in an e-mail to !e Phillipian. 

Co"ee and tea are the most commonly consumed ca"einated beverages. 41.2 percent 
of respondents consume co"ee and 21.9 percent consume tea. 28.2 percent of respondents 
drink ca"einated beverages once a week or less, and 20.1 percent never drink ca"einated 
beverages.

Class of 2013

Yes
85.3%

No
14.7%

Class of 2014

Yes
71.6%

No
28.4%

Class of 2015

Yes
69.0%

No
31.0%

Class of 2016

Yes
74.1%

No
25.9%

Have you ever consumed alcohol?

Have you ever smoked marijuana?

Yes
71.2%

No
28.8%

Yes
69.4%

No
30.6%

Yes
79.3%

No
20.7%

Yes
80.0%

No
20.0%

Class of 2016Class of 2015Class of 2014Class of 2013

No
81.7%

Yes
18.3%

No
80.5%

Yes
19.5%

No
68%

Yes
32%

No
51.1%

Yes
48.9%

No
55%

Yes
45%

No
45.3%

Yes
54.7%

No
33%

Yes
67%

No
18.9%

Yes
81.1%
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Sports
Lucky Number 

Thirteen!

Sub-50 degree weather and 
torrential rain last Friday did 
not prevent Andover Ultimate 
from ending its season with a 
bang in the annual Andover 
Cup. 

The two and a half hour 
game culminated in the final 
11 seconds, where Andover 
surged forward from a 10-12 
disadvantage to tie the game 
up at 12 all. 

With 11 seconds left, Rem 
Remmel ’14 threw the disc to 
Graeme Henderson ’14, who 
curved an outside-in fore-
hand to Gabe Freund ’13 to 
bring the score up to 11-12. The 
successful point that followed 
launched the two teams into 
“universal point,” or sudden 
death.

Although the win slipped 
out of Andover’s grasp with 
a final 12-13 score, outstand-
ing performances from every 
member of the team and an 
overall cohesiveness made 
the game one of the best of the 
season. 

“Though we were disap-
pointed to have lost, I am cer-
tain that none of us were de-
jected because we played our 
best,” said Rem Remmel ’14. 

“That was the most com-
petitive, intense and fun An-
dover Cup I have ever played,” 
said Co-Captain Alec Tolenti-
no ’14. “Although I am disap-
pointed by the loss, I am by 
no means disappointed about 
how our team played in such 
terrible conditions.”

Showing vast improvement 
in a year mostly consisting of 
rebuilding, Andover Ultimate 
concludes its season with a 
strong 8-9 record and high 
hopes for next year.

ULTIMATE

Team Falls in Overtime
By Jamie Chen

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Both the boys and girls of 
Andover Track and Field fell 
to Exeter in Andover’s final 
meet of the season on Satur-
day.

The boys lost to Exeter 97-
39, and the girls lost 75-60. 

For the boys, Babatunde 
Bello ’13 won the 100m race 
and anchored the victorious 
4x100 and 4x400 relay teams. 

For the girls, Camille Little 
’16 won the 100m and 200m 
races and anchored the win-
ning 4x100 group. 

The boys ended the season 
with a 2-3 record and the girls 
ended the season with a 1-4 
record. 

Diana Tchadi ’14 and 
Robert Rush ’14 were voted 
Co-Captains for next season 
and look forward to next year.

TRACK

Andover Drops
 Final Meet at Exeter

By Pranav Tadikonda
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

BLACROSSE

Last Saturday, Andover lost 
to Exeter 7-3. Tim Bulens ’15, 
Jack Scheufele ’13 and Foster 
LeBeouf ’15 scored Andover’s 
goals. 

“Offensively we struggled 
to piece together extended 
possessions and defensively 
we were called for numerous 
penalties. We fought hard in 
the second half, but it wasn’t 
enough to correct the early 
mistakes. It was a tough way 
to end an extremely positive 
and excited season,” said Jack 
Katkavich ’13 in an e-mail to 
The Phillipian.

Andover fell into a two-one 
hole in the first quarter, which 
grew to 4-1 at halftime.

At the end of the third, An-
dover was trailing 6-2, and 
they couldn’t overcome the 
deficit in the fourth quarter.

Andover’s offense strug-
gled. The team only managed 
to fire off seven shots, with 
no player shooting more than 
twice. Co-Captain Larken 
Kemp ’13 had the game’s only 
assist.

Andover couldn’t gain the 
lead and was unable to extend 
its seven game win streak. 
Amidst the loss, the team felt 
that it played well this season 
and is excited for next year.

Winning 
Streak 

Ends for 
Boys

By Cam Kerry
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Anoush Shehadah ’15 won the 1500m against Exeter.
E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Anjali Krishnamacher ’13 throws a low release backhand.
T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Baseball trav-
eled up to its archrival on 
Wednesday, and after a long 
fought battle, the team fell to 
Exeter 6-2.

John Simourian ’16 start-
ed off the day early with a 
single to lead off the first. Si-
mourian then stole second, 
and the team took a 1-0 lead 
in the top of the first inning 
when David McCullough 
’13 hit a double to drive Si-
mourian home.

However, Exeter, tallying 
six runs over nine innings, 
was too much for Andover 
for the rest of the game.

“Quick starts were huge 
for us this year because we 
were able to get the momen-
tum, and with the pitching 
staff we had we were able 
to get ahead and stay  ahead. 

Although it did not work 
today, our mindset going 
into games does not change 
and we look to continue this 
trend next year,” said Tim 
Salvadore ’15.

Andover pitchers split the 
opportunity to face a tough 
Exeter offense. Tim Superko 
’13 pitched three innings, 
allowing four runs, Thomas 
Lane ’15 tallied three innings 
on the mound and Salvadore 
pitched one, each giving up 
one run. Salvadore also had 
two strikeouts.

Ziomek ended his career 
on a high note, pitching one 
inning and allowing no runs 
with one strikeout.

“Rory pitched phenom-
enal again today; words 
cannot describe what he 
means to this team as a Cap-
tain, player and mentor. I’ve 
played with some of the 
top players in the nation, 
and Rory is no doubt one 
of the most mentally sound 
and complete pitchers I 
have been able to play with. 
Words cannot describe how 
much he means to this team 
and program. Young players 
like myself really look up to 
Rory on the field and off; he 
is a one of a kind player and 
friend. I know he will find 
great success next year at 
Tufts. I wish him the best 
luck,” said Salvadore.

BASEBALL

Andover Allows 
Six Runs

By Patrick Daly
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Last Saturday, Andover 
Girls Crew’s boats 1, 2 and 
3 raced at New England 
Interscholastic  Rowing 
Association Champion-
ships (NEIRAs), with G2 
placing third overall, G3 
placing fifth overall and 
G1 taking fourth in the 
petite finals, which deter-
mines the seventh through 
12th place boats, and ninth 
out of 18 boats participat-
ing overall. 

G3 finished first its heat 
with a time of 5:24.984, 
only 1.4 seconds ahead 
of the overall third place 

boat from St. Paul’s. 
The second boat also 

finished first in its heat, 
pulling in at 5:19.28.  The 
first boat finished with a 
time of 5:14.04, less than 
two seconds ahead of Ha-
nover, the eighth place 
boat.

Coach Joe Bouscar-
en said, “Overall this is a 
significant improvement 
from last year, thanks to 
the continued develop-
ment of our experienced 
girls, and the addition of 
a good number of strong 
athletes who started row-
ing this past fall, and some 
just this spring.”

Olivia Cabral ’14 sniped 
five goals, including the 
game-winning goal in over-
time, propelling Andover 
Girls Lacrosse to a win over 
Exeter in the team’s final 
game of the season. 

Andover won in overtime 
12-11. In girls lacrosse, over-
times are not sudden death 
but an entire extra period.

Andover and Exeter went 

back and forth throughout 
the entire game. Every time 
Andover scored and took 
the lead, Exeter answered. 

Andover had a 7-6 lead 
going into halftime. 

Coming into the second 
half, Andover added anoth-
er goal to increase its lead 
to 8-6, but Exeter answered 
with two goals of its own to 
tie the game up at 8-8.

With time winding down 
in the fourth quarter, Ando-
ver had a 10-9 lead, but Ex-
eter, once again, responded.

 After scoring to a draw, 
Exeter called a quick tim-
eout to set up a play that 

would tie the game and 
force overtime. With 42 
seconds remaining, Exeter 
was able to sneak one past 
Andover to knot the score 
at ten on their drawn play.

 With 25 seconds left 
in overtime and the score 
knotted at 11, Meredith 
Collins ’14 passed the ball 
to Olivia Cabral ’14. Cabral 
proceeded to catch the ball 
right out front and was able 
to rocket one by Exeter’s 
goalie’s ear into the top left 
corner, winning the game 
for Andover.

Andover finished off its 
season at 10-3-1.

GIRLSLACROSSE

Cabral-Collins Connection 
Secures Win for Girls

By Payton Jancsy
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

In Andover Cycling’s fi-
nal race of the season, Zoe 
Chazen ’14 pedaled her 
way to third place against 
Proctor. She has consis-
tently finished in the top 

three at each of the races 
the team competed in this 
year.

Co-Captain Rachel Wit-
tenberg ’13, who has also 
consistently been finishing 
well this year, finished in 
sixth place at Proctor. 

Wittenberg is the only 

graduating member of 
both the boys and girls A 
teams. 

For the boys A team, Ian 
Whittall ’14 finished in 
sixth place, Sean Burkitt 
’14 finished in ninth place 
and Logan Blaine ’14 fin-
ished in 11th place.

of basketball and the com-
munity,” said Hartung.

The tournament consist-
ed of two rounds: the dou-
ble-elimination round, in 
which games were played 
to 11 points, and the sud-
den death round, which was 
played to 15 points. All games 
were played half-court due 
to time constraints and limit-
ed availability of space in the 
gym.

“Today was an unbelievable 

day for me because it integrat-
ed the spirit of “non sibi” and 
sports altogether. I think it is a 
very smart approach because 
it is fun for the participants 
and effective for charity,” said 
Head of School John Palfrey, 
who participated in the tour-
nament. 

The Hoops Creating Hope 
3 v. 3 basketball tournament 
has been held at various other 
campuses across the country, 
including at the George Wash-
ington University on April 20, 
according to Mundra.

Andover Supports 
Hoops Creating Hope

highlight was just knowing 
we were playing for a good 
cause,” said Zheng.

“The tournament really 
highlighted the magic of soc-
cer, how it can bring a bunch 
of people together and unite 
them under a single cause,” 
he continued.

“The highlight of the event 

was actually just the surprise 
of how much participation 
we got. We were really ex-
cited to see how many peo-
ple came out and supported 
the cause,” said Taylor Chin 
’14, who co-hosted the event 
with Jack McGeachie ’13.

 Chin and McGeachie said 
that they were inspired to 
organize the tournament 
by Myles O’Neil ’12, former 

Captain of the Boys Varsity 
Soccer team, and Bill Scott, 
Coach of Boys Varsity Soccer.

“It’s been an Andover tradi-
tion. I know a couple of Cap-
tains in the past were very in-
volved with Grassroots. Our 
head coach, Mr. [Bill] Scott, 
knows the Grassroots guys 
pretty well, and at our team 
prep camp each year, there 
are a couple of Grassroots 
guys over there. We’ve talked 
to this guy from Vermont at 
the camp, who also recom-
mended we host a tourna-

ment here, and we made it 
happen,” said McGeachie.

Chin said that he plans to 
continue the event next year, 
as well as possibly hosting an 
informational presentation, 
which O’Neil did last year.

According to Grassroot 
Soccer’s website, donations 
go toward funding the organi-
zation’s “Skillz” intervention 
program aimed to build basic 
life skills that help boys and 
girls in Africa adopt healthy 
behaviors and live risk free.

12 Student Teams Compete in 
Grassroot Soccer 3 v. 3 Tournament

Continued from P1, Column 6 Continued from P1, Column 3

GIRLSCREW

G2 Takes Second 
Place at NEIRAs

By Erica Shin
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

CYCLING

Chazen and Team 
Culminate Season at Proctor

By Ryan Simard
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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BOYSCREW

B3 Takes Gold

As two-time defending 
New England Champions, 
Andover Boys Crew confi-
dently entered NEIRA’s in 
hopes of a three-peat. 

Andover’s B3 came in first 
for the second year in a row.

B1 had a strong, fluid qual-
ifying heat, but ended up fin-
ishing sixth in the Grand Final. 

B1 rowed a tight race and 
had to work to maintain its 
speed, making the race much 
more difficult than it needed 

to be. 
B2 won their qualifying 

heat, and came in third in the 
final race by only a few milli-
seconds. 

The boys, however, gave 
their all and pushed them-
selves to row at a rate of 38. 

Overall, it was a rocky sea-
son for both B1 and B2, with 
many alterations to their line-
ups and a struggle to find a 
common motion on the wa-
ter. However, both boats im-
proved tremendously over the 
season and emphasized the 
importance of boat chemistry.

By Victoria Bergeron
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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And the Winner of the 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is...

Joining forces for the Spring 
Term musical play production, the 
Music and Theatre Departments 
presented a satirical take on middle 
school spelling bees in the musical 
“The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.”

The play is an adaptation of the 
Tony-award winning musical that 
centers on a group of quirky adoles-
cents competing in a highly-intense 
county spelling bee.

The actors and actresses play-
ing the young competitors in “Bee” 
successfully captured the emotional 
rollercoasters of each character by 
creating their own defining 
idiosyncrasies.

One of the com-
petitors was Logainne 
Schwartzandgrubenierre, 
played by Alexa Rodri-
guez-Pagano ’16. 
Logainne exuded 
awkwardness and 
insecurity because 
of constant pres-
sure to practice 
spelling from 
her two dads, 
played by Ja-
leel Williams 
’15 and Da-
vid Bene-
dict ’15.

In a 
p a r t i c -
u l a r l y 

strong rendition of the piece “Woe 
is Me,” Logainne argued with her 
fathers as she lamented her fear of 
disappointment as well as her sub-
sequent determination to win the 
Bee.

Another speller, Leaf Coney-
bear, played by Tom Burnett ’15, is 
the youngest child of a dysfunction-
al family. Though he was only the 
second runner-up in his school’s 
spelling bee, Leaf was allowed to 
compete in the county bee because 
the winner and first runner-up had 
to attend the winner’s Bat Mitzvah.

While Leaf often appeared 
dazed and unfocused, he gained 
confidence as the bee progressed. 
In his rendition of the song “I’m Not 
That Smart,” Leaf revealed that his 

older siblings constantly belittled 
him, an act that led to Leaf’s 

low self-esteem.
“Playing Leaf was 

such a blast. Inside, 
I’m really a nine year 
old with ADHD. I 
have a lot in common 
with Leaf. I’m messy, 
spazzy and goofy. 
I like to laugh and 
play too much. Being 
able to have personal 

connections with him 
makes it even more fun,” said 

Burnett.
Other competitors in the 

county bee also included Wil-
liam Barfée, a stereotypical 

nerd who suffers from a si-
nus infection, played by 

Charles Stacy ’16, the al-
ways nervous and lonely 
Olive Ostrovsky played 
by Rebecca Cheng ’14 
and Marcy Park, a 
ruthless and extreme-

ly competitive speller 
played by Sophiya Chi-

ang ’14.

The combination of the unique 
personalities of the different char-
acters drove the play forward and 
made the plot come alive.

The richness in emotion and 
energy of Cheng’s rendition of “My 
Friend the Dictionary” reflected 
Olive’s longing for solace in the or-
der and comprehensiveness of the 
dictionary while her mother goes 
on a spiritual journey and her father 
works long hours.

While “The 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling Bee” revolved 
around the young spelling bee con-
testants, the students playing the 
adults who run the bee managed 
to steal the show. Organizer Rona 
Lisa Perretti, played by Anna Stacy 
’13, was running the bee because 
she had never quite gotten over the 
excitement of the bee she won as a 
child. On the other hand, Mitch Ma-
honey, played by Jason Teng ’13, was 
a secretly tender-hearted convict 
who was forced to help with the bee 
to complete his community service 
requirements.

“Anna was really good! Her 
character was really perky, and I 
like how she was always laughing. 
It was awkward but showed how 
enthusiastic she was. She was like 
a sports announcer! Her voice was 
very high, which made her charac-
ter sound very hyper and girlish,” 
said Joyce Wang ’15.

In one scene between Marcy 
Park and Rona Lisa, Marcy burst 
into tears after Rona Lisa mistaken-
ly stated that Marcy speaks five lan-
guages instead of six. Marcy, close to 
an emotional breaking point, angrily 
corrected her by saying that she ac-
tually speaks six.

“Does it say I only sleep three 
hours a night, I hide in the bathroom 
cabinet and I’m not allowed to cry?” 
said Chiang’s character, Marcy.

In the ensuing solo song, Mar-

cy lamented the pressure that she 
could no longer handle and then 
intentionally misspelled her word 
because of her desire to have more 
freedom and control over her life.

Along with the constant unveil-
ing of the characters’ personal lives 
and sources of stress, the musical 
also incorporated audience interac-
tion.

Four audience members were 
called up at the beginning of the 
show to compete in the bee. The 
activity led to amusing made-up 
facts about each competitor, one of 
whom was Roxanne Barry, Director 
of Summer Opportunities, who was 
said to “currently have no plans for 
the summer.”

The play soon resumed and 
competition was eventually whit-
tled down to William Barfée, who 
was as determined as ever to win, 
and Olive, who had realized her 
true passion for spelling. Barfée ul-
timately won, but both competitors 
were able to find friendship and 

peace with each other.
“I liked that Barfée has his ap-

parent physical flaws as well as his 
inner flaw, despite his sociopathic 
nature. I like how he finally finds 
sanction with Olive, who is the only 
one who sees past his aggressive at-
titude, and makes him feel compas-
sion once in his life,” said Stacy.

The musical ended with brief 
updates on each character’s life 
since the bee. The cast, both the 
spellers and the bee officials, gath-
ered to sing the finale song, in which 
they say, “at the 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling bee, we grew 
up undeniably.”

“In the show, we really wanted 
to convey the high pressure that all 
the children were under, whether 
it was from their parents or their 
peers. It was the most important 
idea in the show because it relates 
the most to our everyday lives at An-
dover. That’s what made the cast’s 
connection to the script so power-
ful,” said Rodriguez-Pagano.

Academy Orchestras Showcase 
Senior Conductor and Soloists

A thunderous applause greet-
ed Senior recitalists Vincent Lau 
’13 and Miki Nagahara ’13 as they 
performed their last Andover 
musical performance accompa-
nied by the Academy Symphony 
Orchestra.

The first to take the stage, 
Corelli Ensemble captivated the 
audience with a performance of 
“St. Paul’s Suite for String Or-
chestra” by Gustav Holst. The 
piece combined many different 
elements in one piece, transition-
ing smoothly between haunting 
and triumphant melodies.

“I once visited St. Paul’s Ca-
thedral on a trip to England, 
and I feel that the music tru-
ly captures the grandeur of the 
building,” said violinist Kaylee 
Llewellyn ’15, who performed 
a solo during the second move-
ment of the piece.

Llewelyn then proceeded to 
play the piano during the Corelli 
Ensemble’s contemporary song 
of  “And So It Goes” by Billy Joel. 

The dreamy and more relaxed 
tune of the song contrasted the 
grand and majestic melodies of 
“St. Paul’s Suite.”

Next, the Amadeus Ensemble 
performed “Serenade for Strings. 
Op. 48” by Pyotr Tchaikovsky. 
The song began slowly, but 
picked up quickly and transi-
tioned into a cheery crescendo.

After the applause from the 
audience faded, the orchestra 
players took a short break as the 
2012-2013 Music Prize recipi-
ents were announced and called 
up to the stage to receive awards 
and recognitions. The awards are 
given annually to Seniors who 
have led Andover’s Music De-
partment by demonstrating lead-
ership from organizing concerts 
to excellent commitment to their 
musical instruments.

This year’s recipients include 
Yeo Bi Choi ’13,  Skanda Koppu-
la ’13, Tiffany Lam ’13, Nagaha-
ra, Eric Ouyang ’13, Sasha Scol-
nik-Brower ’13 and Katherine 
Shih ’13.

The concert resumed with a 
performance of W. A. Mozart’s 
“The Magic Flute Overture, K. 

620” by the Academy Chamber 
Orchestra. This piece featured 
very swift 16th notes and an 
upbeat tempo, with audience 
members clapping along to the 
high-spirited beat.

Lau then took the stage with 
his horn to perform his Senior 
Concerto to “Horn Concerto 
No. 1, Op.11” by Richard Strauss. 
The piece accentuated the im-
portance of tempo and dynam-
ics to create a shift from sereni-
ty to tumult and excitement. 

“When I practiced for the 
performance, I often [balanced] 
myself on one leg to prepare for 
unexpected distractions,” said 
Lau about his quirky practice 
routine.

The Academy Symphony 
Orchestra then began with an 
upbeat performance of “Rade-
tzky March, Op. 228” by Johann 
Strauss, Sr. that was performed 
with such precision that James 
Orent, Conductor, yelled “Ex-
cellent!” at the end of the deliv-
ery.

The next song, “Beautiful 
Galatea Overture” by Franz von 
Suppe, was conducted by Scol-
nik-Brower. Orent honored the 
rarity of this moment by stating 
to the audience that in all of his 
time as an instructor, he had 
met only a few musicians with 
the talent to become directors.

The concert concluded with 
“Violin Concerto in G minor, 
Op. 26” by Max Bruch featuring 
Nagahara on the violin. 

“I enjoy the second move-
ment of the piece the most. It is 
often described as the ‘heart’ of 
the concerto. Every time I play 
it, I am amazed by the depth 
and variety of emotions present 
in it,” said Nagahara.

“I really liked the ‘Violin 
Concerto in G minor’ that Miki 
played. She played it so beauti-
fully, and she smiled almost the 
whole time, making it sound 
even more effortless than it al-
ready sounded! She was so into 
it that she made the me feel that 
way, too,” said China Kantner 
’15, a member of the audience.

Charlotte Berry

“Much Ado About Nothing” 
Will O!er 

Double Perspective 

Theater-901 will present 
William Shakespeare’s sat-
ire, “Much Ado About Noth-
ing” with a theatrical twist: a 
choose-your-own-story plo-
tline for the audience.

“In any relationship you 
only get half the story. If your 
friends are in a relationship, 
they are only going to tell you 
their perspective,” said Arian-
na Chang ’13, who directed the 
show. “The show is based off 
that same concept. So, when 
audience members come in, 
they will be placed with ei-
ther the male or female half of 
the show. They will follow the 
male or female perspective. 
[The play] is a great play to do 
that with.”

The play opens when Don 
Pedro of Aragon, played by Ju-
lius Ross ’13, comes to the city 
of Messina with his entourage 
of loyal men, which includes 
main protagonists Claudio, 
played by Kory Stuer ’15 and 
Benedick, played by Vincent 
Mocco ’15, to visit his friend, 
Leonato, the Lord of Messina, 
played by Andries Feder ’13.

Along with Don Pedro 
comes Don John, a schem-
ing and ill-willed man. The 
plot thickens as Claudio and 
Benedick encounters the 
fair Hero, Leonato’s daugh-

ter, played by Emma Kukielski 
’15 and the sarcastic Beatrice, 
Leonato’s niece, played by Es-
ther Cohen ’14. While Claudio 
falls hopelessly in love with 
Hero, romantic tension begins 
to build between Beatrice and 
Benedick.

The double perspective en-
hances the audience’s under-
standing of the play as it gives a 
different backstory to the ban-
ter between Benedick and Be-
atrice, who initially appear to 
hate each other.

“You see a scene that will 
give you the same information 
as the another scene, but from 
one point of view. This ‘choose 
your own adventure’ aspect of 
the play will allow people to 
feel as if they are in the play as 
opposed to watching it,” said 
Mocco.

“I think this is completely 
applicable to Andover, because 
people, especially teenagers, 
are constantly only getting one 
part of a story at any one time,” 
wrote Julius Ross ’13 in an 
e-mail to The Phillipian.

“Much Ado about Nothing” 
will show Saturday, May 29, 
2013, at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
in George Washington Hall. Ad-
mission is free. 

Victoria Skrivanos

Peyton Alie

T. JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Academy Symphony Orchestra accompanies Vincent Lau ’13.

Whose point of view are you going to choose?

L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Competitive spellers wreak havoc on stage.

Anna Stacy ’13 sings as Rona Lisa Perretti.

Art 300 presents...
Infinite Connections:

Abstract Art of the 20th Century
Tuesday, June 4, at 6:00 p.m.

The Addison Gallery of American Art

Mocktails will be served

T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF ARIANNA CHANG
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Andover Night Live Brings “Lovin’” Back

Putting an Andover twist on 
“Saturday Night Live,” Under 
the Bed (UTB), Andover’s im-
provisational comedy troupe, 
packed Kemper Auditorium 
twice on Saturday night with 
two shows of Andover Night 
Live (ANL). 

The sketch comedy show 
was structured with a similar 
format to “SNL,” featuring an 
intro montage, digital shorts, 
Weekend Update, live sketch-
es and a musical interlude by 
the band Doran Doran, which 
consists of Arthur Doran ’15, 
Noah Hornik ’15, Hemang Kaul 
’13, Co-Head of UTB, Sophia 
Lloyd-Thomas ’14 and Jackie 
Murray ’13.

“Everyone in the audience 
should expect to leave with a 
six-pack because their laughter 
is going to be the best ab work-
out of their lives,” said Kristin 
Mendez ’13, a member of UTB, 
before the show. 

Even though UTB usually 
performs solely improv, ANL is 
different because the sketches 
were prepared.

“ANL is all planned out be-
fore with guidelines. In a lot of 
ways, this is a lot harder. You 
have to do a lot of prep, includ-
ing the writing, and once you’re 
on stage you have that burden of 
not forgetting your lines,” said 
Patrick Naughter ’13, a member 
of UTB. “We try to curb this by 
saying that our written materi-
als are just the guidelines and 
that we should stick to the over-
all idea of our sketches, but we 
feel free to do a little improv 
while we’re at it.”

The show began with Pear-
son Goodman ’13, Co-Head of 
UTB, delivering a monologue as 
Head of School John Palfrey. He 
talked about his love for Twitter, 
touched upon the new calendar 
change and even took questions 
from the audience.

“This year I’ve instituted a 
major calendar change, a curve-
ball if you will. Think you’re go-
ing get a break to study for your 
finals? Nope! Are you interna-

tional and you want to go home? 
Well you can say konnichiwa to 
that idea!” said Goodman during 
his impersonation of Palfrey.

Despite technical difficul-
ties transitioning from Palfrey’s 
speech to the introduction vid-
eo during the second show, the 
UTB crew nonetheless kept the 
audience entertained with off-
the-cuff jokes.

“Hemang just started mak-
ing jokes in the meantime. He 
was so funny. He could play off 
of it really well. He was cool 
as a cucumber under pressure. 
He started commenting on the 
mouse and how it was looking 
for cheese. It was just brilliant,” 
said Hallie Bletzer ’15, an audi-
ence member.

Next, Goodman and Kaul 
delivered a satirical weekend 
update that featured Kather-
ine Seelye, author of the re-
cent “New York Times” arti-
cle “School Vote Stirs Debate 
on Girls as Leaders,” who was 
played by Mendez. Brendan 
O’Connell ’13 performed a 
unique take on the groundskeep-
er from “Caddyshack” as Ando-
ver’s assistant groundskeeper 
talking about the recent ban on 

tennigolf.
However, the highlight of 

the show seemed to be the 
troupe’s original song “Andover 
Lovin’ 2.” A sequel to “Andover 
Lovin’,” which first debuted at 
ANL in 2011, it featured Good-
man, Kaul and Vincent Mocco 
’15. The song, which followed 
Kaul, an admissions officer, was 
essentially a long-winded an-
swer to Mocco’s original ques-
tion, “What is Andover really 
all about?”  

Kaul followed with the 
catchy chorus of “Andover, we 
are all about the love; we get 
more freaky than you ever could 
dream of. We’re not just some 
prep school that don’t have fun, 
‘cause things get weird when 
our work is done!”

“From where I sat, there 
wasn’t one performer who 
stole the show, but the palpa-
ble chemistry among the group 
made the whole night magic,” 
wrote CC Robinson, Instructor 
in English and Faculty Advisor 
to UTB in an e-mail to The Phil-
lipian. “That is a tribute to each 
member of Under the Bed, but 
especially to the leadership of 
Hemang and Pearson.”

Victoria Skrivanos

Academy Jazz Concert 
Features Chapin Guest Artist

Members of the audience 
closed their eyes and nodded 
to the rhythm of the blues 
echoing in Cochran Chapel 
from Andover’s Academy Jazz 
Band concert on Sunday.

This term’s concert fea-
tured a guest artist brought by 
the Thomas D. Chapin Fund, a 
fund in honor of the Class of 
1975. The Academy Jazz Band 
invited the Leo Blanco Trio, 
which consists of Leo Blanco 
on the piano, Bruno Raberg 
on the bass and Henrique De 
Almeida on the drums.

A student trio with pianist 
Harvey Wu ’14, bassist Amo 
Manuel ’14 and drummer Ju-
nius Williams ’14 kicked off 
the concert with “Wave” by 
Antonio Carlos Jobim. Peter 
Cirelli, Instructor and Chair 
in Music and the band direc-
tor, introduced the modern 
jazz bossa nova piece.

“I like the student trio a 
lot because the way they per-
form complimented each oth-
er. The three instruments are 
so different and independent, 
but they sounded really well 
together.  They had a com-
mon melody, but each had its 
own variations, which made it 
unique,” said Brian Paul Rob-
ert ’16.

The student trio also 
showcased “Tricotism” by Os-
car Pettiford and “Round Mid-
night” by Thelonious Monk.

“When we played ‘Round 
Midnight’ you may have no-
ticed how we almost ended 
the piece, then proceeded to 
play the head again. I brought 
this up as I believed it was 
probably one of the most 
memorable events in our play-
ing,” said Wu.

The Academy Jazz Band 
followed with the famous 
samba piece “Upa Neguinho” 
by the contemporary Brazilian 
composer Edu Lobo.

Fast-paced with vigorous 

tunes, “Upa Neguinho” was 
one of the most enthusiastic 
parts of the performance. The 
drum echoed the tempo set by 
the trumpet every few bars, 
creating communication back 
and forth between the instru-
ments. 

Leo Blanco, the guest pia-
nist, joined the Academy Jazz 
Band in “Young and Foolish” by 
Albert Hague and “500 Miles 
High” by Chick Corea.

“Jazz is like a little snowball 
that goes from the top of the 
hill down to an avalanche, and 
takes everything around,” said 
Blanco.

“Young and Foolish” spot-
lights Blanco’s tricks and 
improvisation on the piano, 
whereas “500 Miles High” fea-
tures the high notes on a piano 
by mimicking a flying bird.

Afterwards, the Leo Blanco 
Trio took over the stage and 
showcased five songs com-
posed by Blanco, including 
“Dance in India,” “Roots and 
Effect,” “Light over Dark,” 
“Waltz No. 5” and “African 

Latina.”
For “Dance in India,” Blan-

co surprised the audience by 
standing up and pressing the 
strings inside the piano to mim-
ic ethnic Indian music. Blanco 
even used the microphone to 
his mouth and started to hum 
while playing the piano.

“South America and Africa 
are my inspirations. I have the 
good luck of traveling around 
the world. Everything I ex-
perience and learn goes into 
my music. I really don’t think 
much when I’m playing. It’s 
the very nowness that goes into 
the music,” said Blanco.

“Jazz is tremendous that it 
combines so many different 
skills. It has wonderful tradi-
tions, but also involves and ab-
sorbs different influences. As 
you heard this afternoon, they 
were listening to each other 
and playing things that they 
hadn’t planned to do. They just 
happened, spontaneously,” said 
Cirelli. 

Di Ouyang

James Garth Sings and 
Plays the Bassoon

Showcasing his dexterity 
on the bassoon, an instrument 
he picked up six years ago be-
cause it had “a funny name,” 
James Garth ’13 celebrated a 
successful Andover musical 
career with his Senior Recital 
on Sunday.

Garth began his perfor-
mance playing three move-
ments of “Suite I for Solo 
Cello, BWV 1007: Menuet I, 
Menuet II and Gigue” by Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach on the 
bassoon.

Though the piece was orig-
inally written for the cello, 
Garth put his own unique in-
terpretation on the piece with 
classic bassoon trills and mel-
ancholic, legato transitions.

Varying the simple Bach 
piece, Garth followed with the 
colorful “Concerto for Bas-
soon in E minor, RV 484,” by 
Antonio Vivaldi, and “Rhap-
sody for Bassoon” by Wilson 
Osborne.

“Rhapsody for Bassoon” 
showed Garth’s mastery of 
the bassoon with the diverse 
range of notes.

“[Osborne’s Rhapsody] 
seems to be a little bit more 

modern and less known, be-
cause it’s not classical music. 
But I think Garth executed it 
well,” said John Gibson ’15.

In addition to playing the 
bassoon, Garth also sang sever-
al vocal pieces with his power-
ful baritone voice.

Garth provided a resound-
ing and technically-precise 
rendition of the song “Emp-
ty Chairs at Empty Tables,” 
by Claude-Michel Schönberg 
from the musical “Les Miser-
ables.”

Garth ended his perfor-
mance on the bassoon with 
three movements of Alexandre 
Tansman’s “Sonatine for Bas-
soon and Piano: Allegro con 
Moto, Aria, Scherzo,” accom-
panied by Christopher Walter, 
Instructor in Music.

The piece required Garth to 
quickly change between som-
ber but sweet-sounding notes 
with rapid, dissonant notes all 
throughout the song.

“I especially like the last 
piece, the [Sonatine for Bas-
soon and Piano] because it’s 
just such a cool and contempo-
rary piece and different from 
the others,” said Garth.  

Scarla Pan

Tiffany Lam Combines
Technique with Dynamics 

Trading her usual violin for 
the viola, which she only picked 
up her Lower year, Tiffany Lam 
’13 showcased her development 
as a violist at her Senior Recital 
this past Saturday.

Lam opened with “Cello Suite 
No. 2 in D minor” by J. S. Bach, 
originally a piece for the cello but 
transcribed for the viola. 

“I was very nervous in the be-
ginning because I had never had 
my own recital before. But I start-
ed to feel more comfortable on 
stage as the recital progressed,” 
Lam said.

Lam then took the stage with 
Christopher Walter, Instructor 
in Music and her accompanist 
for the evening, and performed 
“Arpeggione Sonata,” composed 
by Franz Schubert. Keeping a re-
laxed upper right arm and flexible 
wrist, Lam’s intricate bow tech-
nique wove the advancing notes 
together in a seamless chord pro-
gression.

“It was stressful preparing 
[for the recital] because I had to 
put a lot of time into practicing 
the pieces. Also, it was hard be-
cause I had to prepare multiple 

pieces at the same time. I would 
normally just focus on one piece 
at a time,” said Lam.

After a brief intermission, 
Lam played “Romanze for Viola 
and Orchestra” by Max Bruch. 

While Walter created a tran-
quil atmosphere by playing warm 
major chords, Lam enriched the 
warm major chords with dou-
ble-stops, which is when the vio-
list plays two strings at the same 
time. 

Maita Eyzaguirre ’14 said, “I 
really liked the ‘Romanze for the 
Viola and Orchestra.’ Tiffany a 
had lush and rich sound. Her vi-
brato was fairly consistent. Even 
when she was playing softly, she 
kept vibrating without letting go 
of the intensity of her left hand.”

Lam closed her recital with 
“Adagio and Allegro in A-flat 
Major,” composed by Robert 
Schumann, which was met with 
an enthusiastic applause from the 
audience. 

Lam said, “The Schumann 
was my favorite because I had 
never heard the piece before pre-
paring for the recital. Schumann 
established a great contrast be-
tween the adagio and the alle-
gro, yet still maintained his usual 
prettiness throughout.”

Josh Kim

A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN
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James Garth ’13 takes a breather before resuming his recital.

C. BERRY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Tiffany Lam ’13 prepares to start her performance.

A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Amo Manuel ’14 strums the double bass.

Hemang Kaul ’13 and Jackie Murray ’13 of Doran Doran.



Pearson Goodman ’13 & Lucia McGloin ’13
Him??? What, is he funny or something?

Grade: 5th, judging by Pearson’s 
babyface.

Emily Hoyt ’13 & Remington 
Remmel ’14

No way is he scorin’ on that goalie!
Grade: Save!

Connie Cheng ’13 & Lucas.Png ’13
They’re all about curves at prom, but these 

two will probably just break it down.
Grade: 6+++++++++++

Patrick Naughter ’13 & Lucy Frey ’13
Patrick had better wear sunscreen, be-
cause with his complexion he could get 

Freyed.
Grade: SPF 500

Samuel Lewis Green ’13 & Katherine 
Lee ’13

Sam really thinks he’ll be able to make 
her Singh, but don’t worry, she likes him 

because of his personality!
Grade: No 4s...EVER

Kristin Mendez ’13 & Jack 
Katkavich ’13

Now here’s a couple that is splitting the 
cost of tickets, am I right?

Grade: F=E 

Features gettin hot, thirsty, sweaty and roasted on the lawn.
J.SWEATY/THE PHILLIPIAN

FEATURES GETS FIERY
ARE YOU CHESTNUTS ON AN OPEN FIRE?
CAUSE YOU'RE ABOUT TO GET ROASTED!

Greg Cameron ’13 & Nicole Ng ’13
Somehow, we hope they’ll manage to make 

this newsworthy.
Grade: CXXXV 

Sung Woo Hong ’13 & Sophia Lloyd-Thomas 
’14

Sophia better not wear heels, cause she’s
gonna have to STAND the whole time.

Grade: Ow, my feet.

Zelly Atlan ’13 & Stephen T Moreland IV ’14
He brought the papers.

Grade: IV/XX

Corbin  Lee ’13 & Zoe Gallagher ’14
So Corbin stood up and told that 

teachin’ lady, “The only three letters I 
need to know are Z, O & E.”

Grade: ‘Murica

Jessica Lee ’13 & Max Sam Block ’14
She’ll take any chip off the ol’ Block.

Grade: CXXXIV

Connor Fraser ’13 & Alec Kingston ’14
Wait, isn’t that the wrong blonde girl?

Grade: Quick Switch

Cara Daly ’13 & Austin Heffner ’13
They’re actually chaperoning this one.

Grade: Nuptuals

Quinn Daly ’13 & Erin Wong ’13
Quinn’s so excited about this that he’s 

been talking about it at least thrice Daly.  But 
is that really so Wong??

Grade: 5

Olivia Bren ’13 & Jack Sanford ’?
He doesn’t even go here.

Grade: 3

Alexi Bell ’13 & Richard “Slick Rick” 
McAllister ’13

Her genes are tighter than Rick’s, and he’s 
European!

Grade: AAGTCCGA

Topher Hedley ’13 & Lilybet McRae ’13
Topher, you’d better deliver this one.

Grade: Oper8?

Eddie Ellis ’13 & Marjorie Kozloff ’14
Did somebody say hockey??

Grade: Puck!

Gabbi Fisher ’13 & Ben Yi ’14
Don’t let their cuddliness fool you, attending 
Andover prom is another step in their plan to 

take over the world, one club at a time...
Grade: World Domination

Malachi Price ’13 & Renée LaMarche ’14
Wenée’s weawing a white dwess because

Mawachi asked hew to mawwy hew on the 
pwaygwound yestewday.

Gwade: Pwe-K

Jing Qu ’13 & Derek Farquhar ’12
Ding Quarquhar will reunite in Morse.

Grade: CXXXIV

Nikita Singareddy ’13 & John Henry 
Fitzgerald ’14

John Henry was highest on her list of alternates.
Grade: 4.5

Elaine Sohng ’13 & Graham Johns ’14
Don’t go into your whole sohng and dance.

Grade: Don’t make me dance.

Rory Ziomek ’13 & Meredith Collins ’14
How’s the weather up there, you budding me-

teorologists?
Grade: 85º

Alex Du ’10 & Georgia Pelletier ’11
The Features staff would like to take this 

opportunity to again reiterate our disappoint-
ment in this prom couple.

Grade: 0

Hemang Kaul ’13 & MJ Engel ’13
Oh! Its Mike McKay and Jackie Lender! Oh, 

it’s not. Whoops... MJ, Prom?
-Hemang

Grade: Politik

Julia Smachlo ’13 & Jake Marrus ’14
Somebody Smach that girl a high-five 

for landing this gem!
Grade: 6

Scott Livingston ’13 & Dylan MacDonald ’13
Scott’s got a niiiccee coxswain

Grade: 5

Rolando Bonachea ’13 & Rachel 
Wittenberg ’13

Rumor has it she’s attracted to power, but I 
guess she had to settle...

Grade: #2

Justin Appleby ’13 & Carri Bresnahan ’13
They met when he had to Carri her back from 

a nice dinner at your local Appleby’s.
Grade: 2 entrees for $15

Gaelyn Golde ’13 & Tyler Olkowski ’13
Tyler saw that the price of Golde was going up 

on MSNBC, so he grabbed himself some.
Grade: 15k

Julia Kichorowsky ’13 & Mike Queenan ’13
At first we didn’t know why she was Mike’s 

Queen, but then we saw she has “row” in her 
name.

Grade: 2k

Jack McGeachie ’13 & Jackie Murray ’13
Jack and Jack went up the hill to fetch a pail of 

water...
Grade: Jack2

Zach Merchant ’13 & Stephanie 
Nekoroski ’14

Pure, wholesome prom goodness!
Grade: High School

Christiana Nguyen ’13 & Peter Fanikos ’14
Let’s hope they don’t get nug-mugged on the 

fierce streets of Boston!
Grade: Coxswain?

John Perkins ’13 & Olivia Cabral ’14
The Perks of Being @FreshLegsOC.

Grade: 5 grand.

Brendan O’Connell ’13 & Rochelle Wilbun ’13
They’re dating? We thought they were just 

attached at the hip.
Grade: Conjoined.

Henry Kennelly ’13 & Amanda Simard ’13
One word: stamina.

Grade: If you ain’t first, you’re last.

Daniel Martucci ’13 & Nekele McCall ’13
You kneeda brace yourself for these two.

Grade: A+ CL

Paul Turiano ‘13 and Jessica Vocoaturo ‘13
A whole new meaning to team chemistry.

Grade: 0-0

Rozenn Carrio ’13 & Auggie Horner ’14
C’est bien! Non? Ça va? Baguette?

Grade: Cinq

Max Carillo-Ostrow ’13 & Natalie Kim ’14
She can’t escape the vortex.

Grade: AHHHH

Abby Chung ’13 & Sven Lerner ’13
Did anybody tell them they can’t get into the 

gym at the Park Plaza?
Grade: 175 lbs

Alex Demeulenaere ’13 & Susanna 
Rademacher ’14

What are their last names? Are they gonna 
hyphenate that after a wedding?

Grade: xdfkadsfja;dlfkje;odi

Tahera Doctor ’13 & Nickhil Nabar ’13
Call the doctor; I hear they met in nabar and 

he had a heart attack.
Grade: Air Conditioning

Larken Kemp ’13 & Campbell Howe ’14
Larken’s been Burnsing it up on the lax field, 

and his play has been award-winning.  
Grade: 2015

Alex Kramer ’13 & Katie Kreider ’14
They’re only in it for the day student after-party

Grade: 4.5

Mimi Leggett ’13 & Simon MacIntosh
She’ll be pushing the wheelchair.

Grade: 401(k)

Shin Jae Lee ’13 & Anika Kim ’14
It’s a match made in Gangnam!

Grade: 6.0

Parker Thomas ’13 & Luke Stidham ’14
They both regularly see Dr. Odjo, but he’s the 

wrong kind of doctor...
Grade: French 400

Rachel Andresen ’13 & Scott Diekema ’14
Rachel still doesn’t have her license, but it’s ok 
cause Scott’s been driving tractors since birth.

Grade: DMV

Stephen Fehnel ’13 & Abigail Keller ’14
“Oh hell no! I did NOT leave the farm for 

this!”- Abigail
Grade: 1607

Claudia Giles ’13 & Seamus O’Neil ’13
Claudia really doesn’t like walls put up around 

her.
Grade: Phalanges
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As John Palfrey’s first year concludes, Andover prepares for a shift 
in leadership. Faculty move houses, or leave the school entirely for 
bigger and better things, dorm chemistries change and we grow up. 

Juniors discuss their moves into upperclassmen dorms and enjoy 
their last days as the youngest members of the school. They will leave 
the confines of the GW mailroom, the second floor of the library and 
the blue couches of Susie’s with confidence, ready to join new clubs 
and organizations having weathered their first year at Andover.

Meanwhile, Lowers look forward to joining the older ranks of the 
school in Lower Right and frantically turning in board applications, 
hopeful of leading the organizations to which they have dedicated 
themselves for the past two years. 

Finally, we Uppers release immense sighs of relief upon turning 
in our History 310 papers and brainstorm, mostly in vain, for a class 
sign that works for the number 14. We, the Class of 2014, have grown 
into our new roles as friends, mentors and leaders of Andover. But we 
have big shoes to fill. 

Until now, we have looked up to the Seniors for guidance, advice 
and friendship. Though the winner of “Gotcha” is still undetermined, 
the recipient of the Yale Bowl is yet to be announced and Extended 
Period Week still looms between now and the finish line, the Class of 
2013 will be saying goodbye to Andover before we know it. 

Imagining Andover without the mentors, friends and role models 
we’ve held dear since our first days as Big Blue is difficult. The idea 
of leading the school all on our own is daunting. But just as each class 
has done before us, we will rise to the occasion because the Seniors 
taught us to do so. We are ready because we have learned from the 
best.

So in just nine days, when the Class of 2013 dons their white dress-
es and Andover ties, our friends will gathers in a final circle on the 
Vista to receive their diplomas and exchange tearful goodbyes. In just 
nine days, we will be left with their legacy and the example they have 
led with, forever grateful for teaching us the lessons we could not find 
in any classroom or textbook. 

Best of luck, ’13! We’ll miss you.
This Editorial represents the views of The Phillipian Editorial 

Board CXXXVI
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but because of space limitations, we enforce a 400 word limit. We reserve the 
right to edit all submitted letters to conform with print restraints and proper 
syntax. We will not publish any anonymous letters. Please submit letters by the 
Monday of each week to letters@phillipian.net or to our newsroom in the base-
ment of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, e-mail subscribe@phillipian.net, or write to
 The Phillipian, 180 Main Street, Andover, MA, 01810.
All contents of The Phillipian copyright © 2013, The Trustees of Phillips 

Academy, Inc. Reproduction of any material herein without the expressed written 
consent of The Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. and the Editorial Board of The 
Phillipian is strictly prohibited. 

Volume 
CXXXVI

Anika Y. Kim
Managing Editor

Stephen T. Moreland IV
Editor in Chief

Janine D. Ko
Executive Editor

  

 

Sophia C. J. Lloyd-Thomas
Managing Editor

Director of 
Operations
Rome Arnold

Features
Jake Marrus

Remington Remmel

Jenna Shin

Arts and Leisure
Stephanie Hendarta

News

Emma Mehlman
Sydney Adams

Andrew Yang

 

Sports
Taylor Chin

James Judelson
Michael Kim

Commentary
Katia Lezine
Joey Salvo

Online
Logan Blaine

Gregory Hosono

Operations
Grant Bitler

Marjorie Kozloff
Kenta Nomoto
Alex Sweeting

Cartooning
Sierra Jamir

Head of
Photography
Scott Diekema

Photography
Emmie Avvakumova

Layout & Design
Zoe Gallagher

Copy
Natalie Kim

Luke Stidham
James Robertson

To the Editor:
For the last few months, 

the feminist movement 
has appealed to the entire cam-
pus, stirring debate among all. 
Yet, one demographic above all 
seems underrepresented and 
less welcomed: male athletes. 
Perhaps athletes feel like they 
cannot bring as much to the 
discussion. Perhaps it is easier 
to sweep this issue under the 
rug. Today, we, as Senior male 
athletes, think it’s time to speak 
out.

To us, this is as much an en-
dorsement of feminism as it is a 
necessary action. Some of us are 
a part of the current movement 
on campus. Others are not. But 
the discussions of gender have 
caused us to realize our athlete 
culture has a problem.

Male athlete culture plays a 
leading role in Andover’s imbal-
anced hook-up culture, class-
room dynamics and even in 
defining the gender roles of fe-
males on campus that younger 
students emulate and eventu-
ally internalize. As we look back 
on our times on varsity sports 
here at Andover, it is easy to find 
highlight reels of our best mo-
ments, whether it was a winning 
goal or touchdown. Despite 
these athletic feats, our collec-
tive character has been tainted 
by the objectification and sex-
ism that pervade athlete culture.

From preseason to team din-
ners, from the locker room to 
the playing field, every team 
has its traditions. Within each 
team exists a social hierarchy 
led by Seniors with the abil-
ity to positively influence the 
opinions of their underclassmen 
teammates. Sadly, this structure 
has frequently been used to per-
petuate a cycle of sexism that is 
often times unintentional, but 
always destructive.

In more egregious examples of 
this problem, teams have turned 
relationships into games, people 
into prizes. Athletes have bond-
ed over actions that marginal-
ized and objectified women. 
Yet, the fault of this doesn’t land 

on the team’s shoulders, but on 
the culture as a whole that has 
structuralized and normalized 
these destructive behaviors 
from years past. The blame lies 
not on one captain or class of Se-
niors, but on the culture teams 
inherit from decades of captains 
and Senior leaders.

This culture may not be our 
fault, but it is our problem to fix. 
It is time for Andover’s athletes 
to find new, constructive ways 
to bond and develop team ca-
maraderie—not ones based on 
conquering dances and compet-
itively targeting females, not by 
prodding teammates to “hook-
up” and teasing those who don’t. 
The definition of “cool” doesn’t 
have to be a traditionally mascu-
line figure who objectifies their 
sexual partners or who climbs 
their respective social ladders 
through hook-ups.

Clearly teams are meant to 
compete and bring pride to the 
school. Athletic events are what 
shape the Andover/Exeter ri-
valry, they are why we have the 
Blue Key Head cheers that be-
come anthems of our time here. 
The teams provide entertain-
ment, but more than that they 
play a central role in our school 
pride. But teams also make up 
the community we all share with 
one another. Senior athletes are 
role models. We are looked up 
to, whether we realize it or not. 
With seniority, popularity and 
respect comes a platform that 
must be used to improve our 
community.

Unfortunately for us, we are 
taking advantage of this plat-
form with only a week left in 
our Andover careers. However, 
a new Senior class of athletes 
will take our places next fall. 
As we look back on our athletic 
careers, we see a lot of accom-
plishments we are proud of. But 
we also see a lot of things we 
regret—times when we should 
have spoken up and times when 
we perpetuated the destructive 
athlete culture on campus.

As we leave, the responsibil-
ity to change this destructive 

culture falls on the shoulders of 
next year’s leaders. The athlete 
culture on campus stands on 
years of history that we cannot 
change. But next year’s captains 
and Seniors have the power, 
dare we say the responsibility, 
to change athlete culture for the 
future.

We have a choice: we can si-
lently perpetuate the culture we 
inherited, or we can choose the 
culture our teams and commu-
nity deserve.

 
Tyler Olkowski ’13
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Letters To The Editor

To the Editor:
The Phillips Academy 

Board of Trustees has 
thoroughly considered the pro-
posal by the campus group Di-
vest Andover that we divest of 
our stock in companies that pro-
duce fossil fuels. The full Board 
discussed the proposal at length 
during its winter and spring 
meetings.

A four member subcommittee 
of the Board, appointed last win-
ter, monitored campus discus-
sion on the issue, including arti-
cles and letters in The Phillipian 
and debates among students, 
highlighted by an open meet-
ing in April. We are impressed 
by the quality and intensity with 
which the Academy is engaged 
in dialogue on the salient na-
tional and international issue 
of climate change. We also feel 
that consideration of concrete 
actions that Phillips Academy, 
as a community, should take to 
alleviate the dangers posed by 
climate change is appropriate. 
We thank the leaders of Divest 

Andover for bringing this issue 
to the fore, and to the many stu-
dents and faculty who have par-
ticipated in discussions about it.

According to the Board’s 
well-defined policy, divestment 
of stock from the Academy’s 
portfolio should be taken only 
in cases where there is broad 
agreement in the Andover com-
munity that the targeted entities 
are unambiguously committing 
acts of grave social injury. Un-
surprisingly, the Andover cam-
pus, like much of the rest of the 
country, is divided over many 
aspects of climate change and 
whether divestment is the most 
responsible step to take. Based 
on the lack of campus consen-
sus, the Board is not prepared at 
this stage to divest. The decision 
was reached by the full Board 
after deliberations earlier this 
month.

However, the Board feels that 
ongoing campus discussion of 
these topics is important. As 
global citizens, Phillips Acad-
emy’s students, faculty, admin-

istrators, alumni and trustees 
should act responsibly in the 
face of social and environmen-
tal dangers. We encourage in-
formed debate about fossil fu-
els issue and what, if anything, 
we can or should do about it. 
In our view, any viable discus-
sion of this issue must be cen-
tered by accurate scientific data. 
The Board has also pledged to 
review the environmental sus-
tainability of our current and 
planned buildings facilities.

We consider these to be key 
issues. Going forward, we wel-
come feedback from you and 
dialogue about them.

On behalf of the Board of 
Trustees,

The ad hoc subcommittee on  
Fossil Fuels Divestiture: 

Amy Falls ’82 (chair) 
Shelly Guyer ’78 
Rejji Hayes ’93
Gary Lee ’74

To the Editor:
I do not believe a gen-

der mandate for school 
president would be effective 
in creating meaningful change.  
In my view, the effect of such 
a mandate would be to let the 
community get used to seeing a 
female in the presidential role, 
thus helping to break the cur-
rent perception that males nat-
urally hold presidential traits.  
I agree such a quota would be 
successful in reaching these 
goals, but given the current state 
of student council, this success 
would not be worth much. All 
we would show is that females 
are equally capable as males at 
being charismatic and giving 
entertaining ASM speeches. 
Because experienced Andover 
students know that school pres-

ident is a largely powerless posi-
tion, achieving gender equality 
for the position would not have 
far-reaching effects.  

Thus, before any discussion of 
a quota, we must reform student 
council so that it can actually be 
a force for change and give stu-
dents a voice in administrative 
decisions.  If this effort proves 
impossible (which it may well 
be), why not abolish the role of 
president as a whole? Then, we 
wouldn’t have any inequality to 
worry about!

That said, my view does allow 
a quota (perhaps even calls for 
one) when there is inequality as-
sociated with a position which 
carries heavier significance on 
campus.  The role of The Phil-
lipian Editor in Chief actually 
falls into this category, as people 

generally associate traits such 
as organizational skill, work 
ethic, decisiveness, etc. with the 
role.  When these traits become 
mixed with gender stereotypes, 
there are more serious conse-
quences than those that arise 
from faulty perceptions of hu-
mor or charisma.  That is not to 
say stereotypes with regards to 
humor or charisma are harm-
less, but they are relatively in-
significant. Thus, in response 
to last week’s call by The Phil-
lipian for a gender mandate in 
student council, I ask: Will The 
Phillipian itself consider a gen-
der mandate for selection of the 
Editor in Chief?

Sincerely,
Justin Wang ’13
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THE STATE OF THE ACADEMY

BUY THE PHILLIPIAN’S
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Each spring as buds poke 
out on branches and mead-
ows fill with wildflowers, 

girls flock to pick prom dresses 
and boys wonder: vest or cummer-
bund? Over the years, prom has 
evolved into a rite of passage for 
American high school students. 
The tradition has even penetrated 
our dear Andover bubble where 
prom is clearly the most widely 
attended (by those eligible) and 
anticipated dance of the year. Dur-
ing the excitement leading up to 
prom, it is appropriate to step back 
and consider a basic yet seldom 
explored question: how did prom 
evolve and should we condone the 
materialistic mentality it perpetu-
ates?

According to Karal Marling’s 
book, “Debutante,” the first re-
cord of a prom appeared in the 
journal of a boy invited to attend 
one at Smith College in 1894. 
Since then, growing teen culture 
slowly stitched prom into the fab-
ric of high school life. Prom was 
not always the rhinestone-gilded 
and boutonniere-ornamented 
event that it is today, though. At 
the beginning of the 20th centu-
ry, high school students attended 
a tea in their most dapper Sunday 
apparel. During the 20s and 30s, 
teens swapped church clothes 
for party dress and attended ban-
quets with dancing. Finally, prom 
as we know it evolved in the 40s. 
Fueled by post-war affluence, 
it grew progressively fancier 
throughout the 50s when people 
traded schools’ shabby gymna-
siums for elegant country clubs 
and hotel ballrooms.

Lavish prom spending con-
tinues to thrive. In 2013, a sur-
vey conducted by Visa found that 
families with a teenager dropped 
a nation-wide average of $1,139 to 

pay for all aspects of prom. This 
figure represents an increase of 
five percent from the 2012 aver-
age of $1,078 per family. Even 
though the $1,139 includes costs 

superfluous to Andover students 
such as limousine rentals and af-
ter-party fees, the Phillips Acad-
emy prom is no freebie. Dress 

prices climb into the hundreds. 
At PA’s One-Stop Prom Shop, 
flowers generally cost between 12 
and 32 dollars, Salons price hair 
appointments at $70 and profes-
sionally done make-up adds an-
other $50. Professional photos 
may gobble up $100 more and 
a $140 prom ticket caps off the 
spending. In total, prom easily 
costs an Andover female $650, 
assuming the dress is about $300.

Why are Uppers and Seniors 
so ready to spend so much on 
paraphernalia that they will use 
for about eight hours on a Thurs-
day night? Perhaps this spend-
ing phenomenon occurs because 
prom was, and still is, a rite of 
passage, a celebration of growing 
up and navigating through so-
phisticated adult society. On one 

hand, lavish spending reaffirms 
prom’s traditional social signifi-
cance, but in contrast, it marks 
prom’s commercialization. Ei-
ther way, starting with Sleeping 
Beauty, Hollywood encourages 

children to fantasize about their 
prom nights, the most glamor-
ous events that many participate 
in until their weddings. Years of 
learned anticipation preps fami-

lies to expect a big bill.
The hype commonly ex-

pressed by swiping plastic makes 
me wonder whether such ex-
travagance is socially respon-
sible. Instead of investing over 
$500 into a highschool dance, 
what else could that money ac-
complish? For starters, a gift of 
$500 enables Heifer Interna-
tional (a non-profit that delivers 
livestock to impoverished fami-
lies) to give a cow, which pro-
vides nutritious milk and opens 
economic opportunities. Heifer 
International requires that the 
animal’s first offspring be given 
to another family, which magni-
fies the impact of the initial do-
nation. Furthermore UNICEF es-
timates that providing a child in 
South Asia or sub-Saharan Africa 
with basic vaccinations, measles, 
tetanus and polio shots, costs be-
tween $20 and $40. Assuming the 
cost is $30, 21 children could be 
inoculated and potentially saved 
for the same price (our imaginary 
$650) as attending prom.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m 
psyched to go to prom. I love my 
dress, my date and the fancy Park 
Plaza Hotel setting. I don’t want 
people to feel guilty during prom, 
but I do want to inspire reflec-
tion. We should think critically 
about the traditions that society 
esteems. Society will always tell 
us when and where to spend big, 
but it’s our responsibility to ana-
lyze the validity of these cultural 
messages. Prom symbolizes step-
ping into the adult world, so it 
is appropriate to consider what 
events and items deserve our 
dollars in the future. The key to 
finding a balance is to think and 
question. 

 Tori Morgan is a four-year Se-
nior from Middleton, Mass. 

Tori Morgan prama

The Prom Predicament

Why are Uppers and 
Seniors so ready to 
spend so much on 
paraphernalia that 

they will use for eight 
hours on a Thursday 

night?

Instead of investing 
over $500 into a high 

school dance, what 
else could that money 

accomplish?

Would people still 
listen to Kelis’s “Milk-
shake” and 50 Cent’s 

“Candy Shop” if they were actu-
ally about sugary confections and 
the battle against obesity? I have 
always questioned the reasons 
why people enjoy certain types 
of music. Do people like songs 
for their actual music, or for I of-
ten ask myself if people like songs 
for their actual music, or for their 
meaning and lyrics. 

Unfortunately, I do not have 
an answer to this question. I only 
have more questions. The idea 
of a person’s reasons behind lik-
ing certain music can be directly 
related to the current feminist 
movement. If certain forms of 
popular music degrade women, 
assuming all members of the 
Andover community are mature 

enough to understand this, how 
can those who support the femi-
nist movement also listen to these 
types of music?

I consider myself a feminist, 
though I was not quick enough 
to get my hands on one of those 
wonderful T-shirts. I do not be-
lieve in showing hostility towards 
those who do not support femi-
nism, but I do believe in equal 
rights for women. Yet, I some-
times listen to music whose lyr-
ics and meanings contradict my 
beliefs. For this, I cannot conde-
scend those who listen to degrad-
ing music, though I can question 

their reasons behind it, as I ques-
tion my own.

Personally, I think I listen to 
these types of songs because I en-
joy the music and disregard the 
lyrics. When I was younger, I did 
not understand most song lyrics, 
but still enjoyed songs that sent 
negative messages about gender.

Before coming to Andover, I 
used to adhere to the American 
Top 40 charts religiously in order 
to choose my music. When I was 
in the fifth grade, I remember 
my parents’ hesitancy to let me 
listen to the newest, most popu-
lar song at that time: Lil Wayne’s 
“Lollipop.” They understood the 
song’s inappropriateness while I 
did not, telling me that it was “for 
bigger kids” and “not very nice to 
girls.” I did not understand, and 
continued to question my par-

ents’ sanity as the song was clear-
ly about lollipops.

Now, despite understanding 
the meaning and negative conno-
tations expressed in “Lollipop,” I 
still find myself listening to the 

clean version of the song that I 
coaxed my parents to let me buy. 
Each time I listen to songs like 
this, I find myself wondering, 
“Does this make me a hypocrite?”

The answer to this question 

is a resounding yes. Yes, listening 
to music that degrades women 
while calling myself a feminist 
is hypocritical. This is only fair, 
as there are feminists who do 
not listen to degrading music, 
whether it is by conscious choice 
regarding lyrics or not. These 
feminists stand on a higher moral 
ground than those who listen to 
songs that put women down. But 
what if a feminist simply likes 
that type of music and ignores 
the lyrics? Well, they can either 
sacrifice their music choices or 
settle with their hypocrisy.

Society, feminists and non-
feminists alike, must learn to un-
derstand that while some songs 
directly degrade only certain 
types of women, they indirectly 
disrespect all women. By listen-
ing to these songs, I do not believe 

that people are spreading this 
disrespect or validating it, but 
they are bringing negative atten-
tion to it. I am guilty of this, and 
know that I must start change on 
a small scale, by humming rather 
than singing or by listening to an 
empowering Beyonce song after a 
misogynistic one.

Popular songs that degrade 
women cannot be abolished or 
changed. We cannot stop peo-
ple from listening to the music 
they enjoy, either. What can be 
changed is the future of music 
from all genres, especially hip-
hop. Those who do not support 
the feminist movement on or off 
campus probably stopped read-
ing this article after the second 
paragraph. But if you fall under 
this category and are still read-

ing, you may continue to listen to 
demeaning music, after you re-
evaluate your beliefs. People who 
do care about the issue of gender 
inequality, including myself, can 
make a conscious effort to choose 
songs with more positive lyrics, 
though. If people show support to 
music with more feminist values, 
it will send a message to all musi-
cians. The first step in any large 
movement should be awareness, 
so we, as feminists, must make 
the music industry aware of our 
discontent with degrading lyrics.
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Yet, I sometimes 
listen to music whose 
lyrics and meanings 

contradict my beliefs.

Each time I listen to 
songs like this, I find 

myself wondering, 
“Does this make me a 

hypocrite?”

If people show 
support to music with 
more feminist values, 
it will send a message 

to all musicians.
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