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Dr. Margarita Curtis, Dean of 
Studies, will take over the Head 
of School’s position at Deerfield 
Academy next fall to become 
the 200-year-old school’s first 
female head. 

Dr. Curtis will be the 55th 
Head of School at Deerfield, a 
selective 600-student boarding 
school located in Deerfield, 
Massachusetts. She succeeds 
Eric Widmer, who has led 
Deerfield since 1994.

Mr. Widmer is stepping down 
in June to become the founding 
head of school at King’s Academy 
in Madaba, Jordan.  His Majesty 
King Abdullah II, a member of 
Deerfield’s class of 1980, has 
decided to bring educational 
opportunities, modeled after 
his experience at Deerfield, to 
students in his country.

Upon learning of the decision, 
Dr. Curtis told the Deerfield 
community, “I am delighted and 
honored to join such a thriving, 
dynamic and caring community 
of learners. I look forward to the 
opportunity to lead a school with 
such a distinguished heritage 
and promising future.”

Dr. Curtis first came to 
Andover in 1986 to teach 
Spanish, and was appointed 
head of the Division of World 
Languages in 1997. She then 
became the Dean of Studies in 
2004.  

Deerfield’s Board of Trustees 
formally announced the decision 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, after a 
long search by administrators 
and New York executive search 
and assessment firm Russell 
Reynolds Associates.

 At first, there were over 
80 applicants for the job.  This 
candidate pool was whittled 
down until there were only six 
semifinalists in June.  When 
she was contacted in June, she 
initially refused to consider 
leaving Andover but later 
accepted the nomination after 
a dinner with the eight-person 
search committee. 

“The whole thing was very 
last-minute,” said Dr. Curtis.

A few days later, Dr. Curtis 

was interviewed on the Deerfield 
campus. She said, “That’s a very 
rigorous process because when 
you go to campus, you meet 
with every administrator, some 
students, and the entire faculty.  
Lastly, you address the entire 
community about your vision 
[for the school] and what about 
the school appeals to you.” 

After Dr. Curtis departs, 
Instructor in Chemistry John 
Rogers will take over the Dean 
of Studies’ position.
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Silent Study Policy in the Garver Room
Met With Opposition and Frustration

The Academy instated a new si-
lence policy in the library s̓ Garver 
Room to provide a place for students 
to study. But the implementation 
of the new policy presented a chal-
lenge both for students, struggling 
to adjust to the change, and for the 
library staff, charged with enforcing 
the controversial policy. 

Previously, the Garver Room 
was a location for “quiet study” – 
students were permitted to talk, but 
only in whispers. In a student survey 
taken last spring, however, many 
students said that they did not like to 
study in the library because it did not 
have a place quiet enough for serious 
studying. 

In response to this survey, the 
Dean of Students Office and the 
Deans̓  Council recommended that 
the library change its Garver Room 

policy. Students are now required 
to be completely silent while in the 
Garver Room. 

Librarians and students alike 
have struggled to adjust to the 
change.

“For the record, the librarians 
are unhappy too. We agree with the 
goal, but it̓ s not at all fun for the li-
brarians to spend half their time ask-
ing students to be quiet,” said Direc-
tor of the Library Elisabeth Tully. 

Ms. Tully added that she agrees 
with the goal of creating an environ-
ment where students can feel com-
fortable studying. 

“Librarians don̓ t enjoy having to 
constantly tell people to be quiet, but 
the overall atmosphere of the library 
should be a place of study. It seems, 
however, that there are different 
definitions of what that means,” said 
Michael Blake, OWHL̓s Associate 
Director for Instructional Services. 

In a Monday night meeting, 

the Student Advisory Committee 
and faculty voiced these conflicting 
views.

“Many of the comments made 
by the group tonight were things 
like ʻWhy can̓ t the basement be si-
lent?ʼ or ʻWhy can̓ t other academic 
buildings be silent?” said Mr. Blake. 
“These are good questions.” 

By JOSHUA SCHULTZ
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Dr. Curtis Selected to Lead Deerfield
Academy as the School̓ s Headmaster

By STEVE BLACKMAN

Dr. Curtis will serve as the 
new headmaster of Deerfield.

J. Pak/The Phillipian

Dean̓ s Council Decides to Preserve Ban on Burning
Of the “A” Despite Student Efforts for Reinstatement

The administration decided 
not to resurrect the tradition of 
Burning of the “A,” an Andover 
tradition since the 1940s, despite 
the efforts of Student Council 
Secretary Yoni Gruskin ʼ07 for its 
return. 

Phillips Academy discontin-
ued the burning of the “A” in 2001 
due to safety concerns and feel-
ings that the burning letter “A” 
was reminiscent of cross burnings 
in the South by the Ku Klux Klan.

According to Dean of Studies 
Margarita Curtis, the issue was 
“discussed briefly” at a Deans̓  
Council meeting on Monday, Oc-
tober 31 and then decided without 
a vote. 

Associate Head of School Re-
becca Sykes said, “We were really 
confirming a decision made previ-
ously about this issue.“ 

The council reviewed a report 
by Dean of Students and Residen-
tial Life Marlys Edwards outlin-
ing the pros and cons of reviving 
the tradition and then reached a 
consensus to continue its existing 
policy. 

Students were made aware 
of the decision on Monday after-
noon when Ms. Edwards met with 
Gruskin.  She reiterated that the 
decision by the Deans̓  Council 
was final, a fact confirmed by Dr. 
Curtis.

To explain this original deci-
sion, Ms. Edwards cited a 2000 
e-mail from the Andover Fire De-
partment restricting the school to 
only one bonfire per year.  

Gruskin circulated a petition 
to bring back the burning of the 

“A,” eventually collecting over 
800 signatures. 

He also sold t-shirts, with the 
proceeds going to charity, in an ef-
fort to persuade the administration 
to reinstate the tradition.

In a poll conducted by the 
Student Council, the student body 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
restoring the burning of the “A.”  

However, the administration 
believes the problems that led to 
the cessation of this ritual have not 
been adequately resolved.

In past years, new students 
were roused from their dorms af-
ter sign-in by prefects and blue key 
heads and led to the Pine Knoll, 
where seniors brought a fake Ex-
eter Student out of the Sanctuary. 
A huge wooden letter “A” was then 
ignited.

Gruskin said, “We r̓e not en-
couraging anything that contains 
the least bit of bigotry or hate or 
racism. To say we r̓e doing that is 
to misrepresent our intentions. The 
point of burning the A̒̓  is to en-
courage unity.”

He continued, “PA has a rich 
tradition of diversity.  During the 
Civil War, Andover was a center 
for abolitionists.  There s̓ even a 
dorm named after Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, who is buried in the cem-
etery. To say we r̓e acting like 
Klansmen is ridiculous because 
Andover is a haven for acceptance, 
tolerance, and progressiveness.”

He proposed that the “A” be 
burned at the Fall Term pep rally 
rather than at orientation. This 
would make attendance optional 
and consequently, any student 
uncomfortable with the practice 
would not be forced to participate.

Ms. Sykes countered, “If the 
act itself reminds people [of cross 
burnings], that s̓ enough.”

Bad Press for PA After Name
Conflict With KIPP School

By STEVE BLACKMAN

One school is the historic 
home of the children of the rich 
and powerful.  The other hopes to 
give inner-city children a chance 
for a great education.  What do 
they have in common?  Both 
schools are known as Phillips 
Academy.

A small controversy erupted 
over the summer when attorneys 
from Andover threatened a trade-
mark-infringement lawsuit against 
a New Orleans charter school. 

The Knowledge Is Power Pro-
gram, known as KIPP, aims to 
provide educational opportuni-
ties for underprivileged children.  
They offer rigorous college-pre-
paratory classes at free, open-en-
rollment schools.    

The new KIPP charter school 
serves one of New Orleansʼ poor-
est neighborhoods. This school 
was to be called KIPP: Phillips 
Academy in recognition of the 
Rev. E.H. Phillips, a local Afri-
can-American leader who fought 
to create opportunities for black 
children in New Orleans.  

In June, after learning of the 
KIPP school̓ s intentions, Phillips 
Andover Head of School Barbara 
Landis Chase wrote to her KIPP 
counterpart, Principal Gary Ro-
bichaux, to express her concern 
that prospective students and their 
families might confuse the two 
schools. 

Mrs. Chase feared that “pro-
spective students and their par-
ents, as well as others, are likely 
to believe that there is some con-
nection or arrangement between 
the two schools.” 

 Andover s̓ Director of Edito-
rial Services, Theresa Pease, said 
of the incident, “It was a copyright 
issue.  The school was protecting 
its trademark or ʻbrand.̓ ” 

On July 15, Michele Whitham 
of Andover s̓ law firm, Foley Hoag 
LLP, called Mr. Robichaux and, 
according to a statement by Public 
Information Officer Stephen Por-
ter posted on Andover s̓ website, 
“some misunderstandings arose 
during the course of that conver-
sation and created some tension.”

The next week, Mrs. Chase 
called Mr. Robichaux and the two 
solved the dispute.  They decided 
that KIPP: Phillips Academy 
would be renamed KIPP: Phillips 
Preparatory, and that Andover 
would give them $2,000 to cover 
the cost of the name change, such 
as the issuing of signs and t-shirts 
with the new name. 

Recent articles in the Boston 
Globe and New Orleans Times-
Picayune portrayed Phillips 
Academy as a bully. 

Adam Beam s̓ August 30 
Globe column, entitled “A Bully 
in the Schoolyard,” ended with 
the sentence, “Maybe the preppies 
should throw in a little hurricane 
relief to atone for their arrogance 
and stupidity.”  

The article in the Times-
Picayune quoted Andover s̓ at-
torney as having told Robichaux, 
“Are you aware that President 
Bush graduated from our school? 
There s̓ nothing funny about this 
-- we could go further. . . . And 
do you have the resources to fight 
this?”

In response to these articles, 
KIPP Foundation co-founder 
Mike Feinberg wrote a letter to 
the editor of the Times-Picayune, 
in which he stated, “There was no 
acrimony or threats or bullying, 
and we fully respect the legitimate 
interest that Phillips Academy has 
in monitoring its trademarks.” 

Since the two schools compete 
in the same marketplace (educa-
tion), and Andover recruits youth 
from every quarter, including 
New Orleans, Andover s̓ concern 
for its trademark was warranted, 
according to copyright lawyer 
Larry Friedman, of Clearg, Got-
tlieb, Steen, and Hamilton LLP.

“There was absolutely a legiti-
mate trademark claim because if 
they do something that brings ill 
repute on the name, your school 
suffers as well.  Andover relies 
on its trade name for recruitment, 
fundraising, and maintaining 
integrity.  It would have been ir-
responsible for PA not to do any-
thing,” said Mr. Friedman.

Stop Sign placed in front of 
the Garver Room. 
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Students participate in the burning of the “A,” an orientation 
tradition that started in the 1950s.

Courtesy of Phillipian Archives

Andover Students Catch 
Onto Facebook Craze

By ALEXA REID

Fall Term opened with the memorable tradition that marks the 
beginnings of all students  ̓Andover careers: Blue Keys screaming and 
cars honking in response to “Honk If You Love Andover.” signs. 

However, students arrived in the wake of disastrous Hurricane 
Katrina.  Living up to its motto of “non sibi,” Andover invited 19 new 
students affected by the disaster to attend the Academy for the year. PA 
held various fundraisers and discussed the aftermath of the tragedy in 
Student Panels.

But students still had fun with events like Quad Day, featuring 
everything from massages and kissing booths to snack stands and 
inflatable attractions.

Facebook.com, created in part by Chris Hughes ʼ02, swept across 
campus as another form of socialization. However, it raised concerns 
from faculty members regarding the safety of such websites, and 
students  ̓possible misuse of the online service.

Following the long-standing tradition, students demonstrated their 
school spirit during Andover/Exeter week. Exeter Geek day featured 
plenty of eyeglasses, calculators, pocket protectors, and red. The 
weekend itself was a triumph, with Andover dominating in more than 
half of the competitions.

The Academy also dealt with more serious issues. The administration 
rejected student efforts to bring back the old Andover/Exeter tradition 
of “Burning the A,” despite Yoni Gruskin ʼ07 s̓ petition to resurrect it. 

However, the Academy decided to extend Thanksgiving break to 
ten days for the 2006-2007 school year. 

After exploring many Commons renovation plans, the 
administration and Board of Trustees settled temporarily upon Plan C, 
with a projected cost of $51 million. 

Student Council continued to collaborate with the administration to 
implement online sign-in and the new one-card/one-key system, which 
would include a debit card, ID, and swipe key all on one card. 

By Kelly Lacob 

FALL TERM

By STEVE BLACKMAN

Online socializing in Ando-
ver has stretched to new levels of 
popularity this fall with the cre-
ation of Facebook for high school 
students. 

With a college version of the 
site already well-established, high 
school Facebook caught on quick-
ly. When the site went public this 
August, it had 88 new users in the 
first 10 minutes; after two weeks, 
it already had 100,000 users. 

Students at Andover have 
caught onto the craze along with 
thousands of other high school 
students. 

Paz Mendez Hodes ʼ07 said, 
“I have definitely done less work 
and wasted a lot more time since 
Iʼve gotten on it. It s̓ very addict-
ing.” 

Harvard sophomores Mark 
Zuckerberg, Andover and Philli-
pian alumnus Chris Hughes ʼ02, 
and Dustin Moskovitz founded 
Facebook.com in February 2004.  
The trio originally created the 
site for Harvard students to meet 

new people and further acquain-
tances.  

The site grew so quickly that 
the founders opened it to students 
at Columbia, Stanford, and Yale. 

As reported in the Harvard 
Crimson, co-creator Hughes said, 
“Our whole culture is about being 
funny and creative.”  

 He said, “Harvard kids, bet-
ter than anyone else, know that 
Facebook used to be a dinky little 
site for one college, but it s̓ huge 
at this point. It s̓ a very real busi-
ness with lots of employees. Mark 
went from being a Harvard stu-
dent programming in his dorm 
room to CEO of a multimillion-
dollar corporation.” 

The definition of the verb 
“facebooking” on urbandiction-
ary.com is “to waste time by 
browsing facebook.com,” and 
the word facebook is defined as 
“the reason papers are never done 
on time” along with “a stalker s̓ 
dream come true.”



WINTER TERM
While most Andover students relaxed over winter break to pre-

pare for Winter Term, six of the 19 students from Gulf Coast, who 
had been admitted to Andover after Hurricane Katrina hit, returned to 
their former schools. 

The other students, who were given the option to stay the rest of 
the year, decided to remain at PA while the Gulf Coast continued to 
rebuild.  

NPR Reporter Sarah P. Chayes ʼ80 visited her alma mater to re-
count her experiences in Afghanistan and her help with the recon-
struction of the country. Ms. Chayes received the Claude Moore 
Fuess Award, which is given to any alumnus who distinguishes them-
selves by representing the Andover ideal of non sibi.

The administration decided to reinstate the 10 day Thanksgiving 
Break in 2006-2007.  Although the extension of the academic year 
was postponed to the 2007-2008 school year, students will enjoy a 
longer Thanksgiving break next year.

 According to Dean of Studies Margarita Curtis, the adminis-
tration reinstated the longer break because families prefer a longer 
Thanksgiving break that would also “make travel less taxing.”

Former Ambassador L. Paul Bremer III ʼ59 visited PA in Febru-
ary and shared his experiences in the reconstruction of Iraq. Ambas-
sador Bremer was appointed the Director of Reconstruction and Hu-
manitarian Assistance after the invasion in Iraq.  He reported directly 
to the U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell.

Ambassador Bremer also received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom for his work from George W. Bush ʼ64.  He also shared his 
newly-published book titled My Year in Iraq.

The Admissions Committee received 2250 applications, a re-
cord amount, and a 5% increase from last year.  The acceptance rate 
dropped to 20%, 1% lower than last year s̓.

During winter term there were 33 DCs and sanctuaries related to 
use of illegal substances; last year, only 15 faced discipline. 

The sudden increase in illegal activity alarmed many faculty 
members and administrators.  However, the fi gure may be higher than 
normal because many of the incidents involved groups of students.

As usual, the selection process for the School President for the 
following year began in Winter Term.  By the end of the term the fi eld 
had been narrowed to three candidates – Uppers Danny Silk, Mike 
Naughton, and James Freeman.                 By Andy Clay

A new online sign-in system 
developed by Tantum Collins ʼ08 
on behalf of Student Council was 
approved to begin a trial run in 
the Spring Term, depending upon 
the fi ndings of the Technology 
Department.

The arrangement would allow 
students to sign in from any study 
area on campus using PAnet to 
save their time. 

In a recent survey conducted 
by the Student Council, over 80% 
of boarding students felt that the 
amount of time spent signing in 
was a “signifi cant problem,” and 
over 70% of illegal sign-ins occur 
while the student is working at a 
place of study, and unable or un-
willing to return. 

Student Council presented 
online sign-in to the faculty at 
the Student Congress meeting in 
the fall. Several house counselors 
and cluster deans contacted the 
Student Council and expressed 
interest in the system. The Stu-
dent Council also talked to facul-
ty members to glean the faculty s̓ 
perspective.

In a meeting with the Online 
Sign-in Sub-Committee, Dean of 
Students Marlys Edwards autho-
rized the Technology Department 
to begin researching and analyz-
ing different software to imple-
ment the trial. If the Technol-
ogy Department fi nds a technical 
solution that they are satisfi ed 
with, the trial will take place this 

spring, though no defi nite date as 
been set. 

The Technology Department  
discussed potential software op-
tions for the program with Tech-
master Parag Khandelwal ʼ06. 
Khandelwal is working with Se-
nior Technical Support Engineer 
Michael Wade to design a plug-in, 
independent program, or a server 
protocol to mesh the chosen soft-
ware option with the PAnet Black-
board program. Khandelwal said, 
“Our contract with Blackboard 
means that in theory, [the online 
sign-in system] should [not cost 
the Academy more money].”

The trial will be conducted 
in two dorms, one large and one 
small. This would allow house 
counselors to evaluate the system 
from two different stances. The 
dorms that have volunteered to 
be used in the trial include Amer-
ica House, Fuess House, Stearns 
House, Stimpson House, Stowe 
House, Stuart House, and Taylor 
Hall.

Although it would save study 
time, many faculty members and 
some students are worried about 
the vulnerabilities of the new sys-
tem. There are concerns that on-
line sign-in would be susceptible 
to dishonesty and that students 
would lose face-to-face contact 
with their house counselors.  

However, a Student Coun-
cil sub-committee, which was 
formed to facilitate the imple-
mentation of the new system, 
found a way to increase the time 
students spend with house coun-
selors: students who do sign-in at 
their dorms would be required to 

walk into the offi ce of their house 
counselor, who would then sign 
them in.

In theory, the new sign-in sys-
tem would be more accurate and 
less susceptible to dishonesty than 
the old system. Students would 
click a sign-in box on PAnet, and 
the sign-in program would record 
their location and the time accu-
rately. This information would be 
placed on the house counselor s̓ 
electronic sign-in sheet.

The system would also al-
low house counselors to track 
the study habits of the students 
in their dorms. The sign-in sheet 
would not only record the current 
time and place of students, but a 
comments box would also allow 
the student to tell the house coun-
cilor if her or she is going to leave 
that area.
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 Record-High 2250 Applications Spurs
1% Drop in Acceptance Rate to 20%

Trustees Approve $4 Million
Budget Increase for ̒ 06-̓ 07

By ALICIA KEYES

The Phillips Academy Board 
of Trustees approved a budget 
increase of $4 million, bringing 
the total to $80 million for the 
coming year, and paving the way 
for new initiatives and projects on 
campus. 

An increase in tuition and 
fundraising will allow for the  
expanded budget.

Tuition covers approximately 
60% of the Academyʼs annual 
budget. This upcoming year, 
boarding students  ̓ tuition will 
increase by $2,250 (6.8%) to 
$35,250. Similarly, day students  ̓
tuition will increase by $1,750 
(6.8%) to $27,450. This 6.8% 
increase in tuition is more than 
twice the current rate of infl ation.

The Andover Fund accounts 
for around 10% of the annual 
budget, through contributions 
from alumni, parents, and friends. 
The Andover Fundʼs goal for 
the next fi scal year is to raise $7 
million by June 30, 2006.

Although Phillips Academy 
already has an endowment of 
around $620 million, much of the 
endowmentʼs income is restricted 
to certain parts of the budget, such 
as campus upkeep, fi nancial aid, 
and faculty salaries. 

Last week, the Board of 
Trustees, Head of School Barbara 
Landis Chase, and several 
members of the Deans Council 
were present for the annual winter 
meeting. They discussed several 
issues to be  factored into the 
budget increase including faculty 
compensation, fi nancial aid, the 
Commons renovation project, and 
the restoration of the soccer fi eld. 

However, the recent increase 

in fuel costs has added nearly 
$1.4 million to the Academyʼs 
expenses. Therefore, of the $4 
million increase in budget, only 
$2.6 million will actually be 
available for new initiatives. 

Phillips Academy requires $80 
million to operate the campus in its 
entirety. This amount accounts for 
salaries, heat, utilities, fi nancial 
aid, outreach programs, summer 
programs, and two museums, but 
there is always more to do.

Faculty raises will continue 
to be given at a 3.4% infl ation 
rate, as set by the Consumer Price 
Index. 

In addition to giving suffi cient 
faculty raises, Director of 
Communications Michael Strysick 
said, “The trustees feel a strong 
commitment to faculty and staff 
compensation.” Compensation 
includes not only salary, but also 
a large portion of health insurance 
and retirement funds.

Dean of Admissions Jane 
Fried said, “I am also very 
pleased that the Board maintained 
its commitment to a strong 
fi nancial aid program despite the 
unexpected burden of escalating 
energy costs.” 

One of PA̓ s core values is its 
dedication to education regardless 
of fi nancial status. Currently, 
approximately 40% of the student 
population, or 432 students, 
receives some type of fi nancial 
aid. 

Thus the Trustees decided to 
approve a fi nancial aid budget 
of $11,693,00; an increase of 
$870,000 from last year, this 
budget represents 32.4% of tuition 
revenue. 

33 DC s̓ and Sanctuaries Related to Alcohol and Drug
Use Rock Winter Term; Number Unprecedented

This past Winter Term saw 
33 DCs and sanctuaries for alco-
hol-related incidents alone. This 
is a large increase from previ-
ous years; in the winter terms of 
2002 and 2003, the fi ve clusters 
combined saw one and two DCs 
respectively. 

However, the reason for this 
increase is not apparent to most 
students and faculty on campus. 
According to West Quad North 
(WQN) Cluster Dean Chad 
Green, the faculty did not attempt 
to “crack down” on students, but 
followed normal procedure.

When asked if he felt that 
there has been an increase in sub-
stance abuse among students this 
winter; Mr. Green said, “I have 
heard [two] things – that there is 
an increase in substance abuse, 
and that kids are just getting un-
lucky.” 

Pine Knoll (PKN) DC Rep-

resentative Matt Kahn ʼ06 said, 
“A lot of it is that kids are just not 
being as careful, I don t̓ think that 
there is an actual increase in ille-
gal activity, it is just a combination 
of bad luck and sloppiness.” 

Though the source of this 
growth remains 
unclear, many 
faculty and ad-
ministrators are 
concerned. When 
asked for his per-
spective, School 
Physician Dr. 
Richard Keller 
noted that this 
was an alarming 
trend, regardless 
of the reasons behind it. 

With the large number of DC s̓ 
Winter Term, some students have 
wondered about the disciplinary 
process. 

Phillips Academy uses a clus-
ter-based disciplinary system. 
Thus, when a particular student 
gets into trouble, his or her indi-
vidual cluster dean handles the 

questioning and heads the disci-
plinary committee. 

The process in which Clus-
ter Deans obtain information 
and confront students varies with 
each case. “[Like students] we are 
aware of our surroundings and 

we follow up on 
concerns brought 
to us,” said Mr. 
Beckwith. Though 
deans do act upon 
rumors, whether 
or not discipline 
will follow de-
pends on the indi-
vidual case. 

 “It basically 
turns into a se-

ries of conversations until we get 
to a point where [the incident] all 
makes sense,” added Mr. Green. 

While a Cluster Dean can 
question a student based upon 
something they have heard, he or 
she will not always intend to take 
disciplinary action. 

 “I would hope that all mem-
bers of the community would un-

derstand that when I speak with 
them about [my] concerns, [I 
have] their best interests in mind,” 
said Mr. Beckwith. 

“We would like students to 
think of us as people who they 
can come to for help,” added Pine 
Knoll Cluster Dean Aya Murata.

When questioning a student, 
deans try to be as non-confron-
tational as possible, according to 
Mr. Green. He said, “I try to be as 
respectful and straightforward as I 
can be it is all about getting to the 
truth.” According to Administra-
tive Assistant to the Dean of Stu-
dents Kennan Daniel, “there has 
never been a student disciplined 
for something he says he didn t̓ 
do.” 

Mr. Green acknowledged that 
honesty is a valued characteristic 
in a person, “but unfortunately it is 
the people who are honest that get 
disciplined.” However, he contin-
ued, “Our system is based upon of 
honesty and integrity – our whole 
system functions because we as-
sume that integrity matters.” 

By MICHAEL JIANG

Online Sign-In System Approved to 
Begin Trial Run in Select Dorms

By EMERSON MOORE
and ALEXA REID

It is that time of year again: 
the Admissions Offi ce is done 
with decisions and now it is their 
turn to anxiously await replies 
from the 229th incoming class to 
Phillips Academy.

2,250 applications circulated 
through Shuman Admission 
Center, a 5% increase from 
2,136 applications in 2005. The 
admission decisions were mailed 
out on March 10.

When asked about how she 
felt about the applicant pool this 
year, Acting Dean of Admissions 
Deborah Murphy ʼ86 said, “As 
in past years, there were athletes, 
musicians, thespians, and others 
who are passionate in math, 

in history…We are eager to 
continue to fuel the program here 
at Andover.”

The Academy admitted 
449 of the 2,250 applicants, an 
acceptance rate of 20%. Last year, 
the acceptance rate was 21%, 
a highly competitive statistic 
among boarding schools.

The number of people who 
decide to matriculate at Andover 
varies from year to year, but 
remains relatively consistent; the 
predictions of the Admissions 
Offi ce are generally accurate. 
In 2005, the yield rate was 74% 
and in 2004, it was 73%. The 
Admissions Offi ce calculates 
predictions based on the yield 
rates from past years. This year, 
they believe the yield rate will be 
close to 73%.

Andover receives one of the 
highest numbers of applications 

in the nation, combined with one 
of the very lowest acceptance 
rates and the highest yield rate. 
Andover is one of the most 
competitive schools in the U.S. 

In regards to the competition 
in Andover admissions, Ms. 
Murphy said, “Every student at 
Andover should be proud that 
they are here.”

In terms of fi nancial aid, 
Phillips Academy has a budget of 
$11.7 million in grants and $500 
thousand in loans, the highest 
amongst prep schools.

With a motto of “Youth 
from every quarter,” Andover 
has always tried to create a very 
diverse community in every 
aspect of the word. 

This year, students were 
admitted from 38 different 
states, 1 U.S. territory (the Virgin 
Islands), and 22 countries. 

By KEVIN ZHAI

The Admissions Committee received 2250 applications, and ac-
cepted merely 20% of highly qualifi ed applicants. 

The Phillipian

Students will use this sign-in format on the PAnet student ac-
counts. 

Courtesy of Tantum Collins ʼ08

“I donʼt think there is 
an actual increase in il-
legal activity - it is just 
a combination of bad 
luck and sloppiness.”

-DC REP MATT KAHN ʼ06 



SPRING TERM
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Although Phillips Academy was faced with two crises in rapid 
succession this Spring, the community got through the term and con-
tinued to make it an eventful and successful one. 

Ali Siddiqi ʼ06 passed the presidential baton down to Danny Silk 
ʼ07. Students elected James Freeman ̓ 07, a new Upper, for Vice Pres-
ident. Silke executed his first presidential responsibility on Grandpar-
ents Day, when he welcomed them with a speech detailing the impor-
tance of his own two grandfathers.

After months of anticipation, seniors were both rewarded and 
discouraged when they received acceptance and rejection letters af-
ter Spring Break. Although acceptance rates generally declined, PA 
student acceptance rates at Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Dartmouth and 
Brown increased. Despite the impressive statistics, many students 
were waitlisted or rejected from their top choices.

The Seniors showed their ʼ06 spirit when they executed their se-
nior prank: The ̓ 06 Dance Party in the Garver Room. Adrenaline was 
so high that the dancing and “oh six” chanting got out of control, lead-
ing to a thirty minute shutdown of the library s̓ Garver Room.  

 This spring, the Bell Tower was reconstructed after being dis-
mantled for the first time since its construction in 1923. The Class 
of 2006 will graduate with the Bell Tower, a tradition that last year s̓ 
Seniors were forced to forego. 

In early May, the Phillips Academy Board of Trustees met to dis-
cuss the budget and renovation plans. In the end, the Board approved 
a plan to turn the former Classics building into a community center 
designed to bring together students and faculty. Bulfinch will also be 
renovated and expanded. 

More than a week of continuous rain, which proved to be the 
most disastrous flood since 1938, interrupted the frolicking on the 
Great Lawn that has become synonymous with Spring Term at Phil-
lips Academy.The campus suffered minimal damage, although a few 
basements were flooded. Below Andover Hill, homes were lost and 
stores were closed. 

Students managed to survive an intestinal virus outbreak that ne-
cessitated a two-day elimination of self-service food items in Com-
mons.

The faculty members almost unanimously approved to change the 
current End of Term schedule. Beginning next Fall, Assessment Week 
will be implemented, allowing workload to be spread evenly in the 
last three weeks of the term.   By Madeleine OʼConnor

The Board of Trustees approved 
the proposed renovation of Academy 
buildings, decided to withdraw $1.3 
million from endowment funds, and 
approved a study to explore the fea-
sibility of Andover s̓ Strategic Plan 
last weekend.

 The Board approved the plan 
for the renovation of historic Pear-
son Hall, which will be remodeled 
as a community center to create new 
spaces for both students and faculty.

The Board also endorsed reno-
vation and expansion of Bulfinch 
Hall. The plan includes an addition 
of a new wing to the building, which 
would create space for more class-
rooms and offices for the English 
and Religion Departments.

The Addison Gallery of Ameri-
can Art, which celebrated its 75th 
birthday last week, will add an 

education center, a preparation and 
care area, staff facilities, and stor-
age space for the art. Fundraising 
and design programs have already 
begun.

The Board of Trustees also ad-
dressed Andover s̓ current econom-
ic situation. To compensa†e for the 
deficit in the current fiscal year 2006 
operation budget, resulting from ris-
ing fuel costs and the required reno-
vation of the Andover Inn s̓ kitchen, 
the Board will draw $1.3 million 
from the endowment funds.

 The Board discussed Andover s̓ 
Strategic Plan as well, allowing the 
Office of Academic Resources to 
conduct a comprehensive study of 
the Plan s̓ feasibility. The study will 
explore technology, augmenting the 
curriculum, further supporting out-
reach programs, funding required 
for need-blind admissions, and in-
creasing donations to the Andover 
Fund.

On Wednesday night the Stu-

dent Council ran a student forum to 
discuss the Board s̓ response to the 
new renovation plans and propos-
als. School President Danny Silk 

ʼ07, who ran the event said, “We 
had [only] 20 or 30 kids come, but 
having a smaller number of kids re-
ally encouraged discussion among 
everyone, which was really nice... 
The event was primarily to educate, 
but also to discuss. It really is a big 
issue.”

 At the forum, Mr. Williams pre-
sented tentative renovation plans for 
Commons, Bulfinch, Pearson, and 
the Addison.

Silk said, “Personally it is tough 
[to accept the Pearson renovation] 
because I am taking both Latin and 
Greek...but really with what [The 
Trustees] are trying to accomplish 
I can understand their reasons...
the general plan [that] they have to 
make it a non-academic building 
makes sense to me.”

Silk continued, “I really hope 
the administration allows student 
input into these decisions because it 
really does affect the students.”

Trustees Approve Campus Renovation Plans; Pearson
Hall Faces Overhaul, to Become Community Center

By ANDY CLAY

Danny Silk ̓ 07 Trumps 22
Hopefuls; Wins Presidency

By EMMA GOLDSTEIN

The long selective election pro-
cess that began with pool of 22 came 
to an end; Danny Silk ʼ07 was elect-
ed Student Council President. James 
Freeman ʼ07 was elected as Vice 
President. 

903 Students voted online af-
ter the final three candidates Mikc 
Naughton ʼ07, Silk, and Freeman 
presented speeches at ASM earlier 
that day. 

Both Silk and Freeman̓ s main 
goals were to increase communica-
tion between students and adminis-
tration. 

Prior to Wednesday s̓ elections, 
Silk arranged special discounts for 
students at local restaurants. He sur-
veyed a portion of the student body 
on his website gotsilk.org to learn 
which restaurants are most popular.

Silk s̓ platform included reducing 
the art requirement, shortening the 
line for athletic equipment, adding 
more Friday night activities, resur-
recting the Abbot Scholars program, 
and beautifying campus for Andover/
Exeter day next fall. In Wednesday s̓ 
speech he added that he had already 
applied for an Abbot scholarship for 
the Andover/Exeter beautification 
initiative. 

On student council meetings, 
Silk said “I think we need to do a lot 
more preparation, and make sure we 

always have an issue for student con-
gress.”

He continued, “My biggest goal 
would be to try and make student 
council as a whole more effective.  
You hear all the time ʻStudent coun-
cil has so much more potential.̓ ”

Freeman is “ecstatic” with his 
job as Vice President.  He said, “Just 
to be in the top three is an honor to 
me. I think the Vice President brings 
as much to that job as the president 
brings to his job.”

New Student Council President 
Danny Silk with his classmates

R. Rogers/ The Phillipian

$5 Million Bell-Tower Restoration Complete;
Bells Heard Around PA Campus Once More 

For the first time since 1989, 
the sounds of bells rang from the 
Memorial Bell Tower across the 
Phillips Academy campus fol-
lowing a large-scale renovation 
effort spearheaded by the Office 
of the Physical Plant (OPP).  

Donations from alumni, 
particularly from the classes 
of 1945 and 2003, sparked the 
Academy into action and have 
further facilitated the tower s̓ 
refurbishment.

The Bell Tower was dedicat-
ed in 1923 to the 85 PA alumni 
who died in World War I. At the 
dedication ceremony, former 
Head of School Alfred Stearns 
said, “The Memorial Tower that 
now adorns the Andover cam-
pus is bound to crystallize the 
sentiment and grip the hearts of 
all Andover men.” 

David M. Underwood ʻ54 

and the Weaver family were the 
principal donors for the $5.15 
million restoration program. 

The Weaversʼ donation was 
earmarked for the purchase of 
new bells in honor of former PA 
teacher, Director of Admissions, 
and founder of Outward Bound 
USA, Joshua Miner. 

At All-School Meeting on 
May 3, David Weaver ʼ61 spoke 
of the great influence Mr. Min-
er had on his life, as his house 
counselor during his time as a 
boarding student and as a men-
tor afterwards. Mr. Weaver 
credited his son, Andres ʼ92, 
with inspiring him to name the 
carillon in Mr. Miner s̓ honor.

The carillon has a new tech-
nologically advanced bell sys-
tem, which is controlled by a 
keyboard at the ground floor. 
This allows students to practice 
playing bells on synthesizers. 

The new bell system can also 
play music already in electronic 
form. The set-up does not re-
quire a human to play the bells, 
so the bells can ring even if the 
carillon player is absent. 

By SCHUYLER DICKEY

Worst Flood in 70 Years
Strikes PA; Ravages SPS  

By SCHUYLER DICKEY and ALICIA KEYES

Torrential rain flooded New 
England for five days, causing the 
regionʼs worst flood in 70 years.

The rain started on Thursday, 
May 11, finally clearing up by 
Tuesday, May 16. In Boston, 10.75 
inches of rain have already fallen 
midway through May, making it 
the second-wettest month since 
1872.

The downpour swamped 
homes, forcing 209 people to move 
into shelters in Massachusetts, 
according to the Red Cross. 

369 National Guard soldiers 
and rescue workers built sand-
bag barriers on the banks of rivers 
throughout New England. They 
also aided with home evacuations 
and relief work. 

Even though the rainfall 
has ceased, relief work is 
expected to continue for at least 
another week. According to 
Massachusetts Governor Mitt 
Romney, the damage could cost 
up to tens of millions of dollars. 
The Merrimack River rose eight 
feet over the flood stage due to the 
17 inches of rain that have fallen 
since Friday, canceling PA crew 
practices for most of the week.

A piping system burst in 
Haverhill, Mass. because of 
backed-up sewage in cellars and 
sinks.  Sewage began to run over 
into the Merrimack River at a rate 
of 35 million gallons a day.

Although rumors circulated 
that Phillips Academy would 
close for the year due to the 
spilt sewage, this runoff has not 
affected Andoverʼs drinking water 
supply. 

The town of Andover 
states that its water is instead 
being treated at the isolated 
Haggettʼs Pond. All facilities are 
functioning suitably, and drinking 
water quality is being monitored 
constantly.

As for other preventative 
measures, Michael Williams, 
Director of Facilities, said that 
Andover has been “investing in 
pump systems, and waterproofing 
from roofs to basements. We 
also have a large inventory of 
emergency equipment for these 
events.”

However, Mr. Williams said 
that some damage still occurred 
on campus, including “minor 
basement flooding in a number 
of buildings [such as Draper and 
Day Hall], drywall damage in 

other buildings, and utility tunnel 
flooding as well. Nothing serious 
that would cause us problems 
with operating the school.”

Andover High School closed 
for two days because flooding 
forced the town to shut down 
Shawsheen Road, which serves 
as a vital link to the school for 
most students. As of Wednesday, 
May 17, other flooded Andover 
roadways include Gray Road, 
High Plain Road, and Haverhill 
Road. 

St. Paulʼs School, located in 
Concord, New Hampshire, closed 
for the rest of the year on Monday, 
May 15. The two ponds located 
on St. Paulʼs campus made the 
school particularly susceptible to 
the downpour.

The excessive damage 
prompted St. Paulʼs Rector 
William R. Matthews, along with 
the emergency response team 
and administrative leadership, to 
evacuate the school and end the 
school year.

This early closure shortens the 
St. Paulʼs school year by two and 
a half weeks. 

The serious flooding began on 
Saturday night, and at first led to 
the cancellation of classes until 
further notice. The initial response 
was to move the student body into 
dorms on higher ground. Later, 
everyone was evacuated to the 
Memorial Hall auditorium and the 
athletic and fitness center.

The completed tower graces 
Andover campus.

B. Canaday/ The Phillipian

Cars downtown were sub-
merged after five days of rain.

B. Canaday/ The Phillipian

Students Apprehend Alleged Campus Thief

After weeks of theft reported 
around campus, four students ap-
prehended an alleged thief, twen-
ty-one-year-old Micah Lym from 
the town of Andover. 

Tom Dignard ʼ06, Hunter 
Thunell ʼ06, Dave Holliday ʼ08, 
and JR Santaniello ʼ08 cornered 
Lym in a stall in the boysʼ locker 
room bathroom Friday.  They then 
called the Andover police, who 
sent several officers to the scene. 

Santaniello said, “Something 
just told me he didn t̓ belong here.” 
The students immediately noti-
fied Athletic Equipment Manager 
Blaine Austin, thinking that they 
had caught the thief. 

The suspect claimed to be a 
day student, but was unable to an-
swer a series of questions posed by 
Mr. Austin. Mr. Austin could not 
find Lym in the facebook, and the 
young man also failed to produce 
a student I.D. 

Mr. Austin then asked Athlet-
ics Department Laundry Worker 
Casilda Ventura to call Office 

Manager Lisa Buckley in the 
Athletic office, who then called 
Phillips Academy Public Safety 
(PAPS), and Athletics Trainer Mi-
chael Kuta. 

Officers Cronin and Reming 
of the Andover Police Department 
responded to the call from PAPS. 
When they arrived and questioned 
Lym, he replied that he had en-
tered the boys locker room to use 
the restroom. Cronin said, “He 
didn t̓ belong there, let s̓ put it that 
way.”

The officers had the alleged 
thief empty his pockets. Holliday 
recognized the cell phone of Jay 
Park ʼ08, which had been missing 
since fourth period. Lym, who also 
had a large amount of cash on him, 
was taken away in handcuffs. 

Though a series of other thefts 
have occurred on campus over 
the past two terms, there is no 
evidence indicating that Lym was 
involved.

It is unlikely that stolen items 
will be returned to students.  Man-
ager of the Public Safety Depart-
ment Thomas Conlon said. “More 
than likely, in situations like this 
[thieves] sell those things as 

quickly as possible [in] flea- mar-
kets and so forth. There s̓ quite a 
call for these items.” 

According to Andover Police 
Lieutenant Commander Hashem, 
Lym is being charged with tres-
passing and stealing. On Tuesday, 
April 11, Lym was arraigned at the 
Lawrence District Court, which 
decided to continue the case on 
April 25 in a scheduled pre-trial 
conference.

Officer Reming felt that the 
members of the PA community 
who apprehended Lym handled 
the situation very well. 

Throughout the past term, 
Dean of Students Marlys Edwards 
has taken steps to reduce theft on 
campus. She placed new racks in 
the dining halls to keep backpacks 
safe and in sight of their owners. 

Mr. Conlon said “We keep an 
eye on the area and we hope peo-
ple, when they see someone who 
doesn t̓ belong here, will give us a 
call, but it s̓ up to students to se-
cure their belongings.” Although 
Lym has been apprehended, stu-
dents are urged to remain alert; 
evidence indicates that Lym was 
not the only thief. 

By ELINOR GARCIA-GARCIA 
and MADELEINE OʼCONNOR

The Phillipian Archives

The Phillipian Archives
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Pearson Hall, which is to be ren-
ovated, houses antiquities like 
these Victorian desks. 



Cornell professor Dr. James 
Maas both entertained and en-
lightened students at this week s̓ 
All-School Meeting in an interac-
tive lecture about the importance 
of sleep.

Dr. Maas began his speech 
with a poll on studentsʼ average 
amount of sleep on weekdays. 
Only less then five percent of 
students said they received Dr. 
Maas s̓ recommended sleep time 
of nine and quarter hours per 
night. The vast majority of stu-
dents said they slept between six 
and seven hours a night.

Dan Giller ʼ06 said, “I always 
tried to get more sleep, but now 
it s̓ confirmed that sleep really 
does affect my day and Iʼll try 
harder to get more sleep.”

Dr. Maas immediately re-
ceived support from the students 
when he said, “No school should 
ever start classes before nine 

a.m.” 
He continued to say that 70 

percent of Americans are ex-
tremely sleep deprived and in a 
state of “pathological sleepiness” 
because they receive less then six 
hours of sleep a night.  He also 
described high school and college 
students as “Walking Zombies.”

According to Dr. Maas, 
America is the most sleep de-
prived nation in the world and 
that sleep deprivation costs the 
U.S. approximately 100 billion 
dollars a year in terms of acci-
dents and loss of productivity.

Dr. Maas continued to show 
studies on the medical profile of 
20-year-old students, who had 
slept four hours for six consecu-
tive nights. Their profiles com-
pared that of a 72-year-old be-
cause of high levels of the stress 
hormone cortisol, high blood sug-
ar, and lower leptin molecules, a 

brain hormone related to eating. 
According to Dr. Maas, the 

average person should fall asleep 
after 15-20 minutes, if they re-

ceive the nightly recommend nine 
hours of sleep. The only category 
of people who came close to fall-
ing asleep in the recommended 
time was prepubescent children. 
Seniors citizens and Fortune 500 
Executives averaged ten minutes 
to fall asleep, while the average 
high school or college student 
falls asleep after five minutes 
– the same amount of time for 
people with sleep disorders such 
as narcolepsy. 

He also mentioned that stu-
dents need about one hour of 
sleep for every two hours of 
wakefulness.  He said a 20-min-
ute power nap in the middle of 
the day would help the nation 
eliminate sleep deprivation.

Marvin Blugh ʼ08 said, “I 
always knew that I didnʼt get 
enough sleep but this speaker put 
things in perspective.”  

Former Ambassador to Iraq and Andover
Alum Paul Bremer Addresses Community

Former Ambassador to Iraq 
L. Paul Bremer III ʼ59 returned 
to PA for the first time in 47 
years to speak about his time in 
Iraq, his involvement in and per-
spectives on the war in Iraq, and 
his new book My Year in Iraq. 

Students raised many top-
ics concerning Iraq, including 
Ambassador Bremer s̓ views on 
the United Statesʼ performance 
overall in Iraq, the position of 
European countries, the role of 
the media surrounding the con-
troversy, the War on Terrorism, 
and the debate over Iraq s̓ future 
as a democracy. Both Ambassa-
dor Bremer s̓ support and criti-
cisms for the Bush Administra-
tion were addressed.  

Ambassador Bremer was in-
volved in Iraq subsequent to the 
U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in March 
2003. He was appointed Director 
of Reconstruction and Humani-
tarian Assistance, succeeding 
Jay Garner. As part of his role as 
the head of the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority, from May 11, 
2003 until the transfer of political 
power to the Iraqi people on June 
28, 2004, Ambassador Bremer 
reported solely to U.S Secretary 
of Defense Colin Powell

After serving the government 
during his time in Iraq, President 
George W. Bush ʼ64 awarded 

him the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom for his work.

After the live interview, mem-
bers of the audience were invited 
to ask Ambassador Bremer ques-
tions. 

When an audience member 
asked Ambassador Bremer what 
one event stood out from his time 
in Iraq, he answered that the mo-
ment he felt most accomplished 
was at 3:45 a.m. on March 1, 
2004 when Iraq agreed on its 
constitution. 

During his talk Ambassador 
Bremer noted that from a young 
age he was interested in interna-
tional affairs.  He said that while 
at Andover, he studied Latin and 
French which added to this inter-
est.  His father was also a U.S. 
Navy veteran who made sure to 
instill every aspect of the Ando-
ver motto of “Non Sibi” within 
his children. 

Ambassador Bremer spoke 
of his desire to pay back his debt 
to society throughout his ca-
reer. What originally began as a 
planned five-year commitment to 
service before a career in busi-
ness, turned into 23 years in pub-
lic service. 

Among other things, Ambas-
sador Bremer mentioned his first 
foreign service posting, in Af-
ghanistan. Ambassador Bremer 
gave three reasons for choosing 
to work in Afghanistan: he want-
ed to go to a place that he had 
to travel to, he wanted to go to 

a developing country, and lastly 
he wanted the country to have a 
medium-sized embassy. He joked 
that when he requested to be 
placed in Iraq, they accepted him 
before he could change his mind.  

Peter Drench, Chair of the 
History and Social Science De-
partment, said, “I hope [Ambas-
sador Bremer s̓ speech] will have 
an affect to make people reflect 
carefully...It s̓ important for us to 
be critical-minded citizens and 
not settle for simple slogans, but 
also to ask--ourselves as well as 
public officials--how we know 
what we know.”

By SIMONE HILL
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Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author Halberstam
Discusses New Book on Bill Belichick ̓ 71

Pulitzer-prize winning jour-
nalist and celebrated author David 
Halberstam kicked off the tour 
for his new book, The Education 
of a Coach, last Friday. 

As the author of twenty books, 
fourteen of them bestsellers, Mr. 
Halberstam has covered topics 
ranging from sports to history to 
politics and has received the Pu-
litzer Prize in journalism for his 
reporting on the Vietnam War. 
His newest book is a profile of the 
New England Patriotsʼ coach Bill 
Belichick ʼ71.

Joining Mr. Halberstam was 
Ernie Adams ʼ71, the Patriotsʼ 
Director of Operations and a 
classmate of Belichick s̓ from his 
years at PA. Chair of the Depart-
ment of History and Social Sci-

ence Peter Drench opened up the 
discussion by asking Mr. Halber-
stam how he was able to persuade 
Mr. Belichick to agree to having a 
biography written about him. 

The author said that Mr. 
Belichick already had a thought 
or two about such a book in the 
far corners of his mind. 

According to Mr. Halber-
stam, Education of a Coach is 
about what Mr. Belichick “thinks 
should be known [about him].”

One audience member asked 
about the recent movement to-
wards more intellectually-orient-
ed coaching staffs, and what the 
cause of this trend is. Mr. Halber-
stam said that it is essentially an 
issue of money. 

“As the price of each play goes 
up, you better be smarter about it; 
mistakes are becoming increas-
ingly expensive,” he said. 

One aspect of Mr. Belich-
ick that Mr. Halberstam always 
found intriguing was his attitude, 
especially towards losing. He said 
that Mr. Belichick steps forward 
when things go badly, but not 
when things go well and that he 
is one of those people that feeds 
off of failure.

After a mutual friend intro-
duced the two, Mr. Halberstam 
approached Mr. Belichick about 
the prospect of writing a biogra-
phy, and Education of a Coach 
was the result. 

Many attendees bought a copy 
of the book and stayed after the 
discussion to have it signed. All 
of the proceeds go to Andover s̓ 
Hurricane Disaster Relief.

By KEVIN ZHAI

Ex-NCAA Basketball Player
Shed Shares Tale of Triumph

By ALICJA LAM

In 1966, a historic NCAA 
championship pitted an all-black 
basketball team from Texas West-
ern College against an all-white 
team from the University of Ken-
tucky. The Texas Western team 
won and forty years later, Disney 
is sharing their story in the motion 
picture Glory Road. One of this 
saga s̓ heroes was Nevil Shed.

 Today Mr. Shed is a celebrat-
ed motivational speaker, who was 
invited to speak at Black History 
month All-School Meeting. Mr. 
Shed shared his inspirational sto-
ry in an energetic, compassionate 
speech.

Attending a historically black 
college in the South opened Mr. 
Shed s̓ eyes to racial segregation. 
He was forced to enter movie 
theatres through the “Colored 

People s̓ Entrance;” he was not 
allowed to drink from the white 
peoplesʼ drinking fountain, or use 
their public bathroom. With his 
dreams always in mind, however, 
Mr. Shed was able to maintain his 
dignity and self-respect.

Mr. Shed battled a close-
minded society while playing for 
his high school basketball team. 
He made the starting line-up in 
his Sophmore, Junior, and Senior 
year. Yet even though he beat out 
most of his white competition in 
the all-star games, scouts con-
tinued to ignore the “skinny kid 
with a big afro.”

But Mr. Shed s̓ golden op-
portunity soon presented itself. 
He was invited to play basketball 
for Texas Western College. Mr. 
Shed recalled this as what he had 
always prepared himself for, so 
when the invitation came, he took 
it.

The NCAA basketball final 
in 1966 was a showdown between 
Mr. Shed s̓ all-black team, and 
the all-white and widely popular 
Kentucky Wildcats. Despite little 
support from anyone aside from 
their African-American fans, 
Shed s̓ team stunned the crowd by 
emerging victorious not only over 
Kentucky team but also the racial 
obstacles the match up presented. 
On that day the Texas Western 
team challenged stereotypes of 
black athletes.

 “We showed society that, 
given the chance, you r̓e going to 
win. If you stay focused on the 
road, on the journey, you r̓e go-
ing to win. Every one of you has a 
dream. I know you do.”

NOTABLE SPEAKERS

Dr. Roland Fryer of Harvard University
Discusses Economic and Racial Injustice

Dr. Roland Fryer’s All-School 
Meeting address launched a full 
day of workshops and community 
service projects in honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Dr. Fryer said, “[Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s] ideas are ones that open 
the eyes to new ways not just for 
the day but much longer… and can 
change culture.” 

The day s̓ keynote speaker, 
Dr. Roland Fryer is an Assistant 
Economics Professor at Harvard 
University and a member of that 
university s̓ Society of Fellows. 
He is considered a rising star in 
the academic world because of 
his statistical analysis of issues of 

race and inequality. He uses ap-
plied economic theory as a tool 
to interpret the factual evidence 
about social trends. 

Dr. Fryer grew up with his 
grandmother in a segregated 
neighborhood in Texas.  At her 
insistence he attended an elemen-
tary school where he was the only 
colored student.  He then attended 
an all-black high school where he 
was exposed to drugs and crime. 

He said that he “didnʼt pick 
up a book” until he attended the 
University of Texas on a football 
scholarship and was introduced 
to mathematics and economics.  

While studying the basics of 
economics at graduate school, Dr. 
Fryer said he “noticed how ironic 
it was ... [that the] most brilliant 
minds of economics were study-
ing things like optimal cake eat-
ing [theory, while we] leave the 
hard issues up to Hannity and 
Colmbs.” 

He said, “Facts donʼt tell us 
about the root of the problem but 
tell us where to look [to find a so-
lution].” 

He then listed statistics 
comparing blacks and whites in 
America.  He told the audience 
that the average black 17-year-old 
reads at the level of the average 
white 13-year-old. 

In order to successfully 
eradicate the social ills currently 
plaguing America, Dr. Fryer pro-
posed strengthened teamwork 
and interdisciplinary coopera-
tion.  

Dr. Fryer described a project 
he conducted using mathematics 
to analyze the names given to 
children born in California over 
the last 40 years.  He sought to 

determine whether those with 
culturally “black” names are of-
fered fewer opportunities to suc-
ceed in life. 

Dr. Fryer followed the history 
of particular individuals by look-
ing at data provided by the mater-
nity wards of California hospi-
tals.  He found that regardless of 
how “black” a child s̓ name was, 
that individual was likely to re-
main in the same income level at 
age 25 as he or she had occupied 
at birth.

Dr. Fryer concluded, “[It is] 
not a name like Shaniqua that 
causes those social ills.”

Dr. Fryer also shared with 
the audience his thoughts on the 
American response to Hurricane 
Katrina.  

He said, “Think of this [catas-
trophe] as a societal failure. This 
isnʼt their problem; this is our 
problem.  The victims of Katrina 
are not just poor black people; 
they are our people.  They are 
Americans.”

In a question and answer session 
afterwards, Dr. Fryer told the story 
of a student at Harvard who worked 
two jobs to help his family stay out 
of debt.  This lost academic time 
had negative repercussions on the 
student’s studies and he was not 
able to take full advantage of the 
school.  

Another PA student questioned 
Dr. Fryer about the number of 
African-Americans in prison.  

Dr. Fryer said, “I thought a lot 
about if there was a racial injustice 
in the criminal system today. If you 
take a black male under 25 who 
doesn’t have a high-school degree, 
the probability he will be in prison 
is one-quarter.”

Cornell Professor Dr. James Maas Speaks on Sleep 
Deprivation; Calls U.S. Students “Walking Zombies”

By CHAD HOLLIS

Paul Bremer ’59 spoke of his 
foreign service post in Iraq. 

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

David Halberstam fielded 
questions about his new book.

S.Blackman/The Phillipian

Dr. Roland Fryer addresses 
the student body on current 
racial issues in America.

S. Hall/The Phillipian

NPR Reporter Mike Shuster Discusses
“Axis of Evil” and Threat of Nuclear War

Renowned foreign correspon-
dent for National Public Radio 
(NPR) Mike Schuster admitted 
that he had come to consider him-
self the “Axis of Evil” correspon-
dent.

Not only did Mr. Schuster 
spend time visiting with classes 
on Thursday and Friday; he also 
hosted a lecture about the history 
behind the current situation in the 
Middle East. In the past few years 
he has focused on reporting from 
Iran, Afghanistan, Israel, and 
Iraq.

However, Mr. Shuster focused 
on the “axis of evil” in the Middle 
East, as named by President Bush 
ʼ64.

Mr. Shuster began his speech 
outlining the start of the Cold War, 
noting that the U.S. ended World 
War II with Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki, but simultaneously began 
another.

In 1968, fearing the spread of 
nuclear weapons, nations around 
the globe signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. The treaty 
permitted only five countries to 
have nuclear weapons: France, 
Great Britain, the United States, 
the People s̓ Republic of China, 
and the Soviet Union.

Mr. Schuster continued to ex-
plain how their failure to disarm 
generated hostility towards the 
five nuclear states.

Not all nations signed the 
treaty, as Mr. Schuster explained. 
India, Pakistan, North Korea, and 
Israel, who have already or are in 

the process of producing nuclear 
weapons, are the most prominent 
nations that did not sign it. How-
ever, other nations, such as Iraq, 
signed the treaty, but may be pro-
ducing nuclear weapons. 

“When a nation acquires 
nuclear weapons, there are rea-
sons.  It is usually because of a 
sense of insecurity. North Korea is 
definitely isolated and it really has 
no friends,” Mr. Schuster said. “I 
think Iran and North Korea think 
that the way to prevent an Ameri-
can attack is deterrence of a nucle-
ar program. As a result, the US is 
more likely to seek a diplomatic 
solution or just ignore it like the 
Bush administration has done.”

Israel, an isolated country in 
the Middle East, is one of the few 

nations who had nuclear weapons 
outside of the treaty. Mr. Schuster 
said. “However, Israel has a deter-
rent [to attacks from other coun-
tries] in the Middle East. They can 
destroy anyone there with their 
nuclear arsenal.”

Mr. Schuster continued to ex-
plain the use of nuclear weapons 
as deterrents by discussing North 
Korea. 

He said, “We don t̓ know how 
if they have the bomb.  We only 
know that they have the petro-
leum...Their strategy is deterrence.  
Deterrence functions.  It functions 
in the Israeli case.”

“After the Soviet Union col-
lapsed [in 1990], the future be-
came uncertain,” Mr. Schuster 
said. The fall of the Soviet Union 
led to the collapse of the KGB, the 
main security force protecting the 
Soviet nuclear stockpile.

He said,, “By 1994, plutonium 
and highly-enriched uranium be-
gan to go missing into Czecho-
slovakia and other nations. Since 
1994 the US has been spending 
billions of dollars...to put in place 
serious and very important types 
of security in Russia. The threat 
is still there, but there has been 
progress made.”

Mr. Schuster also spoke about 
the U.S. decision to invade Iraq 
based on false information.  

He said, “We need to listen 
to everyone who had developed 
ways about collecting informa-
tion about these problems before 
we make any decisions...We need 
to consider a broad range of infor-
mation before we take huge steps 
like [the ones] we have taken in 
the past few years.”

By SIMONE HILL

NPR correspondent Mr. Shuster 
spoke about the “Axis of Evil.”

B. Canaday/ The Phillipian

Nevil Shed with a Box of 
Wheaties. 

R.Rogers/The Phillipian

By ANDREW CLAY, 
ELINOR GARCIA-GARCIA,

and YONI GRUSKIN

Dr. Maas urged students to get 
at least 9.5 hours of sleep. 

A.Wernikoff/The Phillipian
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COLLEGE MATRICULATIONS 
SCHOOL APPLIED ADMIT WAIT 

LIST DENY PENDING

Amherst 29 7 2 20 0

Barnard 18 5 6 7 0

Boston College 50 22 7 16 5

Boston U 51 31 1 12 7

Bowdoin 32 10 3 19 0

Brown 90 24 5 60 1

Cal, U/Berkeley 20 9 0 10 1

Colby 24 12 2 5 5

Columbia 59 15 14 30 0

Cornell 67 23 5 39 0

Dartmouth 51 12 5 34 0

Duke 46 17 4 25 0

Emory 39 15 9 13 2

George Washington 36 21 7 8 0

Georgetown 59 25 7 27 0

Harvard 94 21 18 55 0

Johns Hopkins 46 22 6 18 0

London Sch of 
Economics

4 1 0 3 0

Mass Inst Tech 35 11 6 18 0

Middlebury 27 12 7 8 0

New York U 52 18 3 28 3

Northwestern 39 13 5 21 0

Oxford U/England 5 1 0 4 0

Pennsylvania, U 82 21 14 47 0

Pomona 9         2 2 5 0

Princeton 60 12 4 44 0

Rice 13 8 0 5 0

Saint Andrew’s/
Scotland

11 9 0 2 0

Stanford 57 16 7 34 0

Trinity Col/CT 40 30 5 5 0

Tufts  50 20 8 22 0

Vanderbilt 36 18 6 10 2

Vassar 11 6 1 3 1

Virginia, U 20 9 2 8 1

Wesleyan 24 10 3 11 0

Although many Seniors 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
the college process, and many 
on campus believed that PA 
had lower admit rates this year, 
admit rates at the most selective 
Ivy League colleges – Harvard, 
Princeton, and Yale, - actually 
increased.

Nonetheless John Anderson, 
Director of College Counseling, 
said, “What used to be considered 
safety schools arenʼt that safe 
anymore.” 

Harvard admitted 6% more 
applicants from the class of 2006, 
while Princeton accepted 9% 
more PA students. Although Yale 
reached a record low general 
admittance rate for the Ivy 
League at 8.6%, it admitted 20% 
of PA applicants – an increase of 
2% from 2005. 

Admission rates at Brown 
and Dartmouth also fell, however 
they both accepted 3% more 
students from the Academy.

But not all colleges accepted 
more Andover students.  

MIT, with a record low 
general admittance rate of 13%, 
saw the largest decrease in 
acceptances at PA, descending 
from 45% to 31% of applicants.

Cornell admissions also fell 
sharply from 47% to 34%.  

The University of 
Pennsylvania (U Penn) had the 
most significant drop in its overall 
admissions rate, falling 3.1% to 
17.7%, and the Seniors suffered 
from it; U Penn accepted 12% 
fewer students than in 2005.  

Mr. Anderson attributed 
these notable decreases to 
the burgeoning number of 
students applying to  “colleges 
in the upper-middle range of 
competition.”

He said that “students who 
are adventuresome in their 
college search [and look outside 
the Northeast] will probably fare 
the best [in the process].”

Although an article in The 
New York Times on 21 March 2006 
noted a trend toward students 
applying to larger numbers of 
colleges, PAʼs average number 
of applications was 7.9 and has 
remained constant over the past 
two years.  

However, a “small” number 
of students did apply to 15 or 
more colleges, according to Mr. 
Anderson.

The SAT scoring mistake 
affected 10 students at Andover, 
but did not harm them in the 
admissions process; nine of the 
ten students had insignificant 
changes of 10-20 points, while 
the one with a more substantial 
difference of 100 points had 
already gained admission her 

preferred college.
An op-ed piece in The New 

York Times on 23 March 2006 
by Jennifer Britz, an admissions 
officer at Kenyon College, 
pointed to the escalating number 
of females applying to colleges.  
Since colleges are unwilling to 
have an uneven ratio of girls to 
boys, Ms. Brtiz argues that the 
process has become unjustly 
more difficult for women. The 
College Counseling Office has 
not yet split the admissions 
statistics by gender.  

Mr. Anderson did observe 
a rise in competition at most of 
the schools, despite Andoverʼs 
success. Yet he noted that the 
growing competition has also 
forced many schools to re-
evaluate and improve their 
curriculums and campuses as a 
component of their “aggressive 
marketing” campaigns to attract 
Seniors.  

Mr. Anderson also said that 
as competition increases, most 
colleges have begun to heed class 
rankings; however, Andover does 
not rank its students.

“I would encourage students 
to…strongly consider…
ʻdiamonds in the rough  ̓
[colleges] that might not be 
household names but offer great 
opportunities, eve on the West 
coast.”

By EMMA WOOD

Seniors Share Their College Application Experience

The Class of 2006 has mixed 
feelings about the decision-
making process and the final 
outcome of college admissions.

While some were happy to gain 
admission to their top colleges, 
more will not go to their first 
choices, but still remain excited 
for the next four years. Others 
are not satisfied whatsoever with 
their results.

For some, like Mgbechi 
Erondu ʼ06, the results were all 
good. She was accepted at the 
14 colleges to which she applied, 
including many Ivy Leagues, and 
has decided to attend Princeton. 
However, with so many 
acceptances, Erondu did face a 
difficult decision. She based her 
final choice on college visits, 
factoring in her comfort level on 
campus, the friendliness of other 
students, and if the school offered 
a program of study related to her 
main interests.

Merit Webster ʼ06, who 
got into Stanford early and 
did not have to cope with the 
decision-making process, said 
that “watching people [who got 
accepted at multiple schools] 
choose was very difficult.”

However, most Seniors did 
not receive admittance to their 

top schools. Despite this, many 
of these students are excited to 
attend another school.

Emma King ʼ06, who will 
attend the University of Virginia 
next year, claims that the majority 
of Seniors “are happy where they 
are going, but they arenʼt going to 
the places they thought they would 
be.” Jenny Li ʼ06 agrees that her 
peers are “relatively happy” with 
their final results.

Claire Collery ʼ06 was 
waitlisted at several of the schools 
she applied to and remains unsure 
of where she will spend the next 
four years. She also expressed 
dissatisfaction with her own 
results. However, she too claimed 
that “generally people are happy” 
and most are going to their “edited 
first choices,” after realizing that 
Harvard, Yale, and Princeton are 
not always realistic decisions.

Sam Woolford ʼ06 has a 
different perspective; he does not 
feel that his peers have acclimated 
to their results yet. While he 
is excited to attend Brown 
University next year, he said that 
he perceived mixed feelings from 
his peers and that “people either 
did really well or really badly.” 
He feels that his classmates either 
got into their top choices or were 
waitlisted at most schools.

Melissa Chiozzi ʼ06, who will 
attend the University of Vermont, 

said that she has heard mostly 
negative feedback from her peers. 
She thinks that while a couple 
of people are happy, most of her 
classmates are not thrilled. She 
summed up the results saying that 
“people should be going to better 
places than they are.”

David Clark ʼ06 expressed 
similar opinions, claiming that 
he generally felt people were 
unhappy. Chiozzi was additionally 
critical of many parts of the 
admissions process, particularly 
the Early Action option offered 
by many schools. Early Action 
allows students to apply early, 
but not to commit to the school 
until May, therefore occupying 
many places while the general 
admissions proceeds.

Seniors agree that the college 
process was stressful and most 
are just glad that it is over.

Andrew Badger ʼ06 and 
Scott Morgan ʼ06 both advised 
students to start their applications 
early. Badger, a one-year Senior, 
stressed the importance of the 
application. He advised, “Just get 
it done early and do a good job.”

 Morgan told future students 
to “make sure you apply to 
places you want to go,” although 
it requires more research and 
preparation. As Badger said, 
“good schools arenʼt necessarily 
elite.”

By DANIELLE ROTHMAN

On her college applications, Chris Sargent ʼ06 emphasized her 
passion and commitment to community service. During her time 
at Andover, Sargent participated in a number of service projects, 
including Si Se Puede and Family Works, and served as a General 
Coordinator for her Senior year. 

Sargent says she is looking forward to the freedom she will 
experience in college, in terms of classes and rules on campus 
there will no longer be a need to sign into the dorm by 10 p.m., 
nor to obtain car permission.  

However, Sargent will also miss Andover – especially the 
close friendships she formed with her dormmates as a boarder. 

Sargent gave an advice to rising seniors - To “keep it in per-
spective:” getting into a specific college should not be your fixa-
tion – the key thing is to find a place where you will be able to 
pursue your interests. 

   Sargent will attend Yale University next fall. 

Acceptances Up at Harvard, Yale, and
Princeton; No Other Obvious Trends 

Seniors Reflect on College Process With
Mixed Feelings, But Ready to Move on 

Kevin Olusola ʼ06 is relieved that the college application pro-
cess is over. “It was nerve-racking, but when we got though it, it 
was a relief,” said Olusola. He applied to a total of 12 colleges. “No 
school is a safety anymore. You just have to hope that something 
goes right,” he said. 

Between the time that he submitted his applications and was 
notified by the schools, Olusola thought about colleges other than 
his top choices. “I realized I should really keep my options open, 
because these schools are really amazing.”

He especially worked to show who he was as a person through 
his essays. “My essays emphasized my ability to connect with other 
people, especially though my music,” said the versatile musician; 
Olusola is a beat-boxer for the school Acapella groups, principal 
cellist in the Academy orchestra, and plays saxophone in the jazz 
band.  Next year, Olusola plans to attend Yale University. 

While most Seniors prepare to attend college next year, some 
have made different plans. Colin Touhey ʼ06 will take the next aca-
demic year off, and subsequently matriculate at Trinity College in 
Fall 2007. 

Touhey focused his interest on 12 colleges, which were all quite 
similar. However, his suggestion to rising seniors is to do the oppo-
site, and look into many different schools. “Apply to a really broad 
group of colleges. I applied mainly to liberal arts school, and I wish I 
had applied to more of a variety.”

Touhey believed that the worst part of the process was receiving 
decision letters from the colleges. “The applications werenʼt even that 
bad; the aftermath was the most stressful part.” he said. Nevertheless, 
he does not feel that he could have done anything to change the pro-
cess, or his feelings towards it. 

“Look more at your safety schools than anything, because thatʼs 
really the only most important thing,” he said.  

As a dedicated lacrosse player, Julie Wadland ʼ06 did not have  
much extra time to join clubs or classes of her interest at PA. How-
ever, she looks forward to taking advantage of all the opportunities 
Dartmouth has to offer. 

Wadland made a sports commitment with Dartmouth at the end 
of last summer, and will be playing lacrosse on their Division I 
team.  

Wadland will miss the most the friends she has made at Ando-
ver and the sense of community created.  One of her best friends, 
who was from Wisconsin, graduated last year, and she realized 
after her friend had left how much she had actually learned about 
the Midwest. She grew close to the people at Andover - friends, 
teachers, and advisors.

Her advice to rising Seniors is to try not to stress too much 
about the applications, and plan ahead as much as possible. 

KEVIN OLUSOLA

COLIN TOUHEY

CHRIS SARGENT

JULIE WADLAND
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PA AND HURRICANE KATRINA

In August 2005, Hurricane Katrina 
jarred America: what was initially 
perceived as a tropical storm quickly 
strengthened into the most devastating 
natural disaster that America has seen 
in recent years. 

In eight hours, Katrina barreled its 
way through New Orleans, leveling one 
of Americaʼs oldest cities.  Katrinaʼs 
grasp included the coastlines of 

Mississippi, Alabama, and the rest of 
southern Louisiana. 

The category-three hurricane had 
a radius of 100 miles. Katrina forced a 
region-wide evacuation, but hundreds of 
thousands of people could not escape.

Katrina left a path of destruction 
in its wake.  Several neighborhoods did 
not have a single house standing after 
the hurricaneʼs departure.  Some houses 
that survived the vicious winds were 
completely submerged under water 
from the broken levees.  

Families lost everything: their 
clothing, furniture, and entire homes.  
Some families were separated by 
either the chaos and confusion of the 

evacuation or by the extreme elements 
that claimed over one thousand lives. 
Six months after the storm, 704 people 
were still categorized as “missing.” 

The evacuees of the city had to find 
refuge in major cites outside the areas of 
devastation.  These people only expected 
to be away for a few days and were thus 
unprepared and undersupplied. 

Americans rushed to meet the 
challenges created by Katrina and put 
forth an effort to help fellow Americans.  
Thousands volunteered in local charities 
including the Red Cross, Salvation 
Army, and Emergency Communities. 
Volunteers helped coordinate relief 
efforts in the South.  Some went as far as 

to travel to affected areas to help rescue 
people and clean up neighborhoods.

Jane Fried, Acting Associate Head 
of School (and Dean of Admission 
in the Fall), and Jim Ventre, Director 
of Financial Aid and Admission 
Operations, traveled to Houston, 
Texas four days after the hurricane 
hit. Stationed at the Onyx Hotel, 
the two acted as a liasion between 
multitudes of misplaced students and 
the “tent schools” of the East. Lisa 
Joel, Assistant Director of Financial 
Aid and Associate Dean of Admission, 
and Debbie Murphy, Senior Associate 
Dean of Admission, conducted phone 
interviews with students in Florida, 

North Carolina, Alabama and California. 
Phillips Academy faculty members 
succeeded in placing every student 
they interviewed at boarding schools 
including Andover, Phillips Exeter, St. 
Paulʼs School, Choate-Rosemary Hall, 
and Gould Academy.

PA was quick to get involved in the 
relief effort.  The Community Service 
Office quickly arranged the Disaster 
Relief Initiative which was designed 
to raise money for Katrina and other 
natural disasters.  PA raised over $21,000 
dollars during Novemberʼs fund raising 
campaign, “A Month of Giving,” with 
further, smaller efforts throughout the 
remainder of the year.

By CHAD HOLLIS
and MADELEINE OʼCONNOR

Courtesy of Nate Scott Courtesy of Nate Scott

Andover Responds to Hurricane Katrina
With Fundraisers and Awareness Events

Hurricane Katrina was a crip-
pling disaster that affected the en-
tire PA community on many levels. 
Several students from the damaged 
regions saw their homes destroyed; 
other students and faculty had rela-
tives or close friends living within 
Katrina̓ s radius; everyone on ca-
mus was moved by the destruction 
and heartrending stories of lost 
family members. 

However, no matter the effect 
of the disaster on their own lives, 
PA students were eager to portray 
the Academy s̓ motto of ʻnon-sibi̓  
and contribute to the disaster relief 
effort.

In early September, the school 
formed its Hurricane Katrina Re-
lief Initiative, which later changed 
its name to the Disaster Relief Ini-
tiative to accommodate the Asiatic 
earthquakes in October. The initia-
tive worked to use the resources of 
various organizations on campus 
to provide vital funds and support 
to the victims of the year s̓ natural 
disasters. Educational book read-
ings, dances, interactive panel dis-
cussions, and religious events also 
raised awareness about the disaster 
and its aftermath. 

A panel consisting of on-cam-
pus student organization represen-
tatives discussed the government s̓ 
efforts to provide food to the hur-
ricane victims and compared these 
efforts with those taken in the wake 
of last year s̓ tsunami in Southeast 
Asia.

Topics of conversation includ-
ed the media̓ s representation of 
“looters” and Kanye West s̓ widely 

publicized statement in response to 
the Hurricane Katrina crisis that 
“President Bush doesn t̓ care about 
black people.”

The panel discussed the gov-
ernment s̓ efforts to provide food 
to the hurricane victims and com-
pared these efforts with those taken 
in the wake of last year s̓ tsunami 
in Southeast Asia.

The Community Service De-
partment announced November 
of 2005 as “A month of Giving 
Thanks, A Month of Giving;” a 
month-long program designed to 
direct the community to participate 
in fundraising and relief aware-
ness-raising events. The events 
during A Month of Giving raised 
approximately $21,811.82 for the 
Disaster Relief Initiative.

All of the money raised by the 
Disaster Relief Initiative was do-
nated to six major charity organi-
zations:  the American Red Cross, 

Oxfam America, Habitat for Hu-
manity, the Knowledge is Power 
Program (KIPP), St. Isidore s̓ 
Catholic School in Baton Rouge, 
and the Focus Humanitarian As-
sistance. 

OXFAM raised $3284 from its 
annual Sadie Hawkins Dance. The 
OXFAM raised an additional $730 
from the school Penny Wars.  In 
addition, the OXFAM yearly auc-
tion had students and faculty mem-
bers bidding on prizes donated by 
families and local businesses.  The 
event raised a total of $4526 for di-
saster relief. 

A new event at the OXFAM 
auction was the Keys to Relief 
Drawing organized by Director of 
Community Service Chad Green.  
Students purchased five dollar 
ʻkeys̓  in order to try to win a prize 
package worth over $400. The 
Keys to Relief raised $2540.

Protestant Chaplin Michael 
Ebner arranged for David Halber-
stam, author of The Education of 
a Coach, to begin his book tour at 
PA. All proceeds from the book 
sales, totaling $1950, were donated 
to the Disaster Relief Initiative. 

Andovertakeout.com, a web-
site providing information on local 
Andover restaurants, sponsored the 
first ever “Takeout Night 2005” in 
early November.

The site s̓ founders, John Gwin 
ʼ07 and Henry Frankieviech ʼ07, 
organized the event which allowed 
students to purchase $4 tickets to 
sample foods from multiple local 
restaurants. The restaurants had 
offered their food for free, and the 
$1014 raised from the tickets went 
directly to PA̓s Disaster Relief Ini-
tiative.

IndoPak held their annual Di-
wali/Eid Celebration and Dinner, 
serving plates of traditional Indian 
food to raise funds for affected Pak-
istanis. Interim Assistant Dean of 
Students Jeevan D c̓unha arranged 
the event, which raised $365.

PA encouraged Alumni to do-
nate, and direct donations from in-
dividuals amounted to $675.

Head of School Barbara Chase 
cancelled this year s̓ Phelps House 
Holiday Open House and donated 
the would-be expenses of $3500 to 
the Disaster Relief Initiative.

By KATHERINE CHEN
and CHAD HOLLIS

New Orleans Students Recall Katrina
Disaster, Their Experiences at Andover

Nineteen Hurricane Katrina 
victims joined the Andover 
community this year after Di-
rector of Admission and Acting 
Associate Head of School Jane 
Fried, Head of School Barbara 
Chase and Dean of Students 
Marlys Edwards made the de-
cision to temporarily accept 
students whose schools had 
closed. 

Nine remain to complete 
their year at the Academy, but 
less than half of them plan to 
return next year. While most 
students, especially those who 
came with classmates from for-
mer schools, seemed to adapt 
easily to Andover, they also 
missed their friends and fami-
lies. 

Camille Robinson, Mal-
lory Robinson, Alex Ryan, Mat 
Usdin, Josh Sartisky, Suzonne 
Valenka, and Forrest White are 
among the students who left PA 
to complete the school year at 
their respective schools. 

All students were given the 
option to complete a full year 
at Andover free of charge, a 
decision that had to be cleared 
by the Board of Trustees. How-
ever, those that wish to return 
next year will be required to 
re-apply. 

Joy Fowlkes ʼ08 is one of 
the students who will be re-
turning to Phillips Academy 
next year. Fowlkes applied and 
was waitlisted before Katrina, 
but Andover accepted her when 
her father called the school af-
ter the hurricane hit. 

When asked what she 
missed most about being home, 
Foulke said, “I guess my fam-
ily and my friends because I 
didnʼt really have a chance to 
stay goodbye because a lot of 
people moved.”

Fowlkes was glad to have 

the chance to come here. She 
said, “I was kind of thrown into 
everything and I didnʼt have 
time to be really nervous” She 
continued, “It was harder to 
talk about stuff because at the 
moment for me everything was 
related to the hurricane.” 

Alan Wesson ʼ07 is another 
student who plans to remain at 
PA next year. He said “I have to 
go through the whole applica-
tions process, which I thought 
was pretty strange because I go 
here.” 

Although Wesson social-
ized a lot with his former class-
mates from Isidore, he said it 
was a challenge to meet people 
after so many of them left after 
the first term. 

“Half the test is putting 
yourself in a position to meet 
people, whether itʼs by joining 
clubs or just sitting with people 
you donʼt normally sit with in 
Commons...or leaving your 
room,” he said. 

Wesson, who will prefect 
in Pease House next year, said 
“Iʼm excited for next year. When 
youʼre looking at schools, you 
donʼt always get to see how you 
like it.” 

Wesson continued, “A com-
munity like this where you get 
lots of different people with 
lots of different ideas, a lot of 
good things come out of it.” 

Zach Dixon ʼ08 and Wesson 
both attended the Isidore New-
man School. Dixon was accept-
ed before the hurricane swept 
the region.

 He said, “When you go 
back you can definitely tell 
itʼs different. I went back for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Mar-
di Gras and Spring Break and 
each time it got progressively 
better, but Thanksgiving there 
werenʼt street lights so it was 
really scary at night.”

Dixonʼs neighborhood is at 
a higher elevation that the sur-
rounding area, so it wasnʼt hit 

as hard. He said, “Maybe five 
or six miles around [my neigh-
borhood] was completely de-
stroyed.”

Jordan Coughlin ʼ08 came 
to Andover knowing her class-
mates Jara Crear ʼ08 and Su-
zonne Valenka ʼ08 would be 
with her. She said, “I wasnʼt ac-
tually that nervous because two 
of my best friends were coming 
with me.” Although Zelenka left 
after about a month at Phillips 
Academy, Crear and Coughlin 
stayed to finish the year. Crear 
will most likely be returning 
next year, but Coughlin doesnʼt 
think she will be back.

In addition to missing her 
friends from home, Coughlin 
said, “I was a gymnast at home, 
and now I canʼt do that. It was 
kind of like my life.” 

Although she was missed 
major parts of her New Orleans 
life while at Andover, Coughlin 
was able to enjoy other aspects 
of the school. “I like being able 
to see friends after school ev-
ery night, liking hanging out in 
dorm rooms,” she said. 

Coughlin, who has been 
back to New Orleans for ev-
ery break as well as Mardi 
Gras weekend, said “Driving 
through neighborhoods, the 
windows are gone, the doors are 
down; you can just see straight 
through a house.” 

Jara Crear found out 
through Maddy Jansen ʼ08 that 
their mutual friend Jane White 
ʼ08 was interested in Andover. 
Crear was interviewed by Dean 
of Admissions Jane Fried and 
decided to come. 

Crear said, “That was re-
ally hard. My family was really 
close at home, and some of my 
cousins just got out of college, 
so theyʼre all starting new lives 
and I donʼt know whatʼs going 
on.”

She continued “I miss hav-
ing a city...I like having a city 
that has so much in it and An-
dover is like one street that 
you can go down. New Orleans 
seems so much more colorful 
and vibrant and thereʼs a lot of 
culture in it, so I miss that.” 

Maddy Jansen, who at-
tended the Country Day School 
with Crear, White, and Cough-
lin, said “Iʼm really thankful 
that I had a good place to go 
to for this year because a lot of 
my friends are going to [school 
that arenʼt as nice.] Iʼm grateful 
to have a good education and at 
the same time Iʼm really happy 
about going home.”

Jansen will not return next 
year. When asked what she 
missed most, she responded, 
“Foodʼs first and then comes 
my friends.”

By MADELEINE OʼCONNOR

R. Rogers/The Phillipian
Seniors Charles Frentz, Dan Bacon, and Fahad Missmar repre-
sented Point/Counterpoint at the hurricane panel discussion. 

Courtesy of Neil HambergR. Rogers/The Phillipian

Becky Agostino ʼ07 and Kevin McCarthy ʼ06 were two of sev-
eral student leaders who led the Hurricane panel discussion. 

New Orleans girls discuss the challenges of adapting to new life 
at Phillips academy. 



After 27 years in the English 
Department, Carole Braverman 
will be retiring this year. She will 
move to Philadelphia, where she 
plans to write. 

When she interviewed here, 
six years after the school became 
co-ed, there was only one woman 
teaching full time in the English 
Department; Ms. Braverman 
became the second. 

At Andover Ms. Braverman 
has taught mainly in the English 
Department. However, she 
has also taught in the Theater 
Department and directed several 
productions. Along with Kevin 
Heelan, Instructor in Theatre and 
Dance, she spawned the Senior 
playwriting elective, which has 
flourished. 

She has taken several leaves 
of absence and sabbaticals, 
including one where she helped 
produce one of her plays at the 
Berkeley Repertory Theater in 
San Francisco. 

Ms. Braverman has three 
projects prepared for her 
retirement. She plans to write 
a new play, revise a novel she 
has written, and write a book 
about the experience of teaching 
her playwriting class, possibly 
including some of the plays that 
students have written. 

“Iʼve enjoyed most all of my 
teaching experience here, but the 
playwriting course will always be 
very special to me. My students 
take my breath away with what 
they accomplish- just amazing 
things,” she said. 

Prior to coming to Andover, 
Ms. Braverman lived in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, working part 
time at the American Conservatory 
Theater, raising her young son, 
and writing plays. She separated 
from her husband, prompting 
her to look for a full-time job. “I 
really came here by chance,” she 
said. She saw an advertisement in 
a newspaper for an opening in the 
English Department, applied for 
the job, and accepted it.

Ms. Braverman said, “I didnʼt 
expect to take a job 3000 miles 
away from California, but even 
when I visited in the middle of 
a blizzard the campus was so 
beautiful.” 

She visited a class taught 
by former Head of the English 
Department Kelly Wise and was 
impressed by the intelligence and 
curiosity of the students as well 
as the quality of the other English 
teachers. 

Despite the range of reasons 
that drew Ms. Braverman to 
Andover, she said that her students 
have proved to be the best part 
of her experience. “One of the 
amazing things about teaching 

here is the talent of my students. I 
think thatʼs true across the board,” 
she said.

Ms. Braverman is pleased 
with the direction that Andover 
is headed. She describes Andover 
as an “extremely generous 
and intellectually stimulating 
place to teach.” However, she 
wishes that Andover offered 
more interdisciplinary courses, 
especially connecting English, 
History, and Theater.

Ms. Braverman said, “A 
teacher is both a mentor and an 
evaluator. I love the mentor part 
but I hate being an evaluator.”
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Paul Kalkstein ʼ61 Retires after 36
Years as English Instructor and Coach

After teaching English at 
Andover for 36 years, Paul 
Kalkstein ʼ61, Instructor in 
English, has decided to retire. 

“Iʼve done all that I wanted to 
do here and more,” he said.

In 1961, Mr. Kalkstein 
graduated Cum Laude from 
Phillips Academy, before earning 
an A. B. from Princeton University 
and a Master of Arts in Teaching 
from Yale University. 

Mr. Kalkstein returned to 
his alma mater in 1970, taking 
on a position in the English 
department. 

Throughout his career, Mr. 
Kalkstein made many changes to 
improve the English program. He 
is the Co-founder of the Andover 
English Competence Program, 
which places a heavy emphasis on 
writing. Now known as English 
200 at PA, it is the basis of 
public and private school writing 
programs across the country. In 
1996, he also helped design the 
www.andover.edu website and a 
year later, founded SummerNet, 
an online writing program.

Outside PA, he is known as 
a leader in English education. 
He is commissioner of the 
Commission on Composition of 
National Council for Teachers 
of English, an associate of the 

National Humanities Faculty. He 
is also a member of the National 
Commission on Writing of 
Council for Basic Education.

Throughout his career, he 
published three writing pamphlets 
and textbooks: Combinations for 
Competence, English Competence 
Handbook, Good Writing, and 
one novel, entitled Jump the 
Kennebec. He has submitted 
magazine articles on the teaching 
of writing, radio, and educational 
technology, and encourages 
members of his English 520 class 
to do the same.

In his free time, he has 
coached Varsity Boys Lacrosse, 

and Varsity Boys and Girls 
Basketball. He also served as an 
Athletic director for five years. 

“I am the all-time ̒ winningest  ̓
varsity lacrosse coach at Andover 
(162 – 89 – 1),” he said. 

A house counselor for 29 
years, Mr. Kalkstein lived in 
Rockwell Hall, Johnson Hall, 
Adams Hall, Elbridge Stuart 
Hall, and Thompson House. 
Jonathon Stableford, Head of the 
English Department, spoke of 
Mr. Kalksteinʼs additions to the 
English Department. 

He said, “Mr. Kalksteinʼs 
greatest contribution to the 
department has been, quite simply, 
great teaching.  Every section, 
every course he teaches receives 
the full attention of a bright, 
committed, dedicated teacher.”

Mr. Kalkstein plans to retire 
to Arrowsic, Maine with his wife, 
Marion, where he can continue his 
passion for boating, write at least 
two more novels, and perhaps 
pick up amateur radio again. He 
also plans to travel around the 
country with his wife. 

Mr. Kalkstein said, 
“Throughout my career I have 
tried to reinforce the essential 
PA values of independence and 
confidence. Iʼm sure I will miss 
the exuberant optimism and 
generosity of the students and 
of my colleagues at Andover. 
[The best thing about PA is] the 
students. 100%.”

By KATHARINE CHEN

Mr. Kalkstein plans to retire to 
Maine. 

M.Discenza/lhe Phillipian

Dean of Studies Dr. Curtis to Serve
As Headmaster of Deerfield Academy 

Dr. Margarita O. Curtis is 
leaving PA to serve as the 55th 
Head of School and first female 
headmaster of Andover s̓ peer 
school Deerfield Academy.

While becoming Head of 
School is an exciting prospect, 
Dr. Curtis says that she will miss 
Andover.

“It was highly rewarding. I 
have worked with students and 
faculty of high caliber. This com-
munity is so dedicated. Students 
here donʼt just work for college 
approval, but they take the initia-
tive, work hard, and are commit-
ted to everything they do,” she 
said.

Born in Cali, Colombia, Dr. 
Curtis moved to New Orleans at 
the age of 12, when her father be-
came a part of the Tulane Univer-
sity faculty.  Prior to teaching at 
PA, she earned a B.A. from Tulane 
University, an M.S. degree from 
Mankato State University, and a 
doctorate in Romance Languages 
and Literature from Harvard. 
In addition, she taught for sev-
eral years at Harvard University, 
where she was awarded the Cer-
tificate of Distinction in Teaching 
from the Derek Bok Center for 
Teaching and Learning four years 
in a row (1982 – 1986).

Dr. Curtis rose in her depart-
ment quickly after her arrival. 
She served as Chair of the Span-
ish Department from 1986 to 
1988 and 1993 to 1997. She was 
then appointed as the Head of the 
World Languages Department in 
1997, and in the spring of 2004, 
was named Dean of Studies.  As 
the Dean of Studies, she oversees 
many committees: the Direc-
tors of Athletics, Technology and 
Telecommunications, College 
Counseling Office, the OWH Li-
brary, the Peabody Museum of 
Archaeology, and the Internation-
al Academic Partnership.

Dr. Curtis has always loved 

world literature and has traveled 
to Colombia to reconnect with 
her Spanish roots throughout her 
career.

Dr. Curtis loves to teach ado-
lescents mainly because of the 
questions high school kids ask 
about life and critical issues.

She said, “These questions 
are in fact what keep teachers 
young and on our toes.  I want to 
develop character, heart, mind, 
and spirit. ”

Dr. Curtis served as a house 
counselor in Elbridge Stuart 
House as well as a supervisor for 
the Brace Center in Gender Stud-
ies. She has also supervised ba-
sics, a condensed fitness program, 
in the winter and spring.

In addition to serving the 
school with dedication, she is a 
successful writer and has pub-
lished articles on modern penin-
sula and Latin American litera-
ture. 

“I am not really leaving Phil-
lips Academy,” said Dr. Curtis. 
“My heart is big enough for PA.  
Twenty years never go away.  
That is quite a big piece of my 
life.  I never thought I would get 
this opportunity, but Deerfield 
came knocking on my door. My 
time here has been very satisfy-
ing, [but] I have twelve or fifteen 
more years in my career, [and] I 
want a new challenge.”

By SUDHANDRA SUNDARAM 
and KATHARINE CHEN

The Herbsts will move to Cape Cod, Mass., where they will 
enjoy leisure time playing golf and gardening. 
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After 34 years of teaching French at Phillips 
Academy, Head of French Languages Henry Lynn 
Herbst is retiring.

For his tenure, Mr. Herbst has focused on 
expanding the French curriculum – teaching and 
developing every French course available at the 
Academy. 

Mr. Herbst doesnʼt think of teaching French 
as teaching a language. He said that “Learning 
languages is learning [about] culture.”

He helped incorporate Francophone (French-
speaking or French related) literature into the other 

curriculums at 
the Academy. 

Mr. Herbst 
has also co-
written three 
French texts 
which are still 
in print: Une 
Fois Pour 
Toutes, by H. 
Lynn Herbst, 
Linda Nielsen, 
and Hale 
Sturges, Encore 
Une Fois, 
by H. Lynn 
Herbst and 
Hale Sturges, 
and Par Tout le 
Monde by Hale 
Sturges and H. 

Lynn Herbst.
All the books can be found in the Andover 

Bookstore and the French Departments requires two 
of them for current French students. 

In 1987, Mr. Herbst took his first sabbatical to 
Abidjan, the capital of Côte dʼIvoire (Ivory Coast), 
to set up a foreign exchange program. 

He established Phillip Academy s̓ first French 
foreign exchange program with Collège Jean 
Mermoz. In 1990, the first two PA students traveled 
there for the winter, while two students from Collège 
Jean Mermoz attended Phillip Academy s̓ Summer 
Session. 

However, the program ended unexpectedly 
two years ago. In 2004, Mr. Herbst switched on the 
news for his French 400 class to see an image of the 
Collège Jean Mermoz in flames. “It hit me at the 
same time it hit my class, and I was in disbelief,” 
said Mr. Herbst. 

Mr. Herbst also supervises a service project in 
local Dorchester and Lawrence communities, where 
his French 400 students tutor the Haitian community 
kids. The Haitians speak Creole, a mix of French, 
English and local dialect. 

In 1992, he received the Distinguished Teacher s̓ 
Award from President George H. W. Bush ʼ42. 

Apart from awards, his students also testify to 
Mr. Herbst s̓ teaching ability.

According to Alex Hugon ʼ07, Mr. Herbst does 
not just teach French; “he is the expert on anything 
French – literature, culture, language, grammar.”

Mr. Herbst will retire to Cape Cod, Mass. 
His post-retirement plans include a trip to 

France and Italy for a leisure-filled time, playing 
golf and tennis, and going out on his boat. He will 
also continue to work on the third edition of Une 
Fois Pour Toutes with his co-authors. 

Chair of French Department Henry
Lynn Herbst Retires after 34 Years at PA

By JIMMY XU

Instructor in French Sally Herbst credits her desire 
to teach language to an innate love of all things French, 
and her wish to share that love and enthusiasm through 
teaching. 

“I have always loved everything about France…
the language, the literature, the culture,” said Mrs. 
Herbst. 

Mrs. Herbst first came to Andover in 1974 as a 
house counselor, and to teach French in six-week long 
concentrated courses. Shortly afterwards, she joined the 
French Department as a regular Instructor in French. 

Mrs. Herbst is not one to dwell on her accomplish-
ments. She said, “I don t̓ expect people to remember 
my French class 40 years after. I think you have to see 
the totality of students  ̓lives.” 

When asked of her greatest achievement during 
her tenure, Mrs. Herbst simply noted that she is thank-
ful for all the lives she has touched as a teacher. 

She also talked about teaching students to think 
creatively and constructively based on the knowledge 
gleaned in class. 

“That s̓ a great moment for a teacher,” said Mrs. 
Herbst. 

One of her current students, Cassius Clay ̓ 09, said  
“Madame Herbst is a great teacher. She is wonderfully 
kind and has a terrific teaching style. I switched . . . into 
her class in the middle of the year and she was very 
helpful in getting me caught up.”

When asked about memorable moments during 
her time at PA, Mrs. Herbst did not refer to a specific 
one. She discusses her love of all the quintessential 
moments in her classes. 

“I really look fondly on that moment where a stu-
dent has a sudden realization: the a-ha moment, a new 

understanding of all the material that s̓ been taught.” 
The longtime French instructor also appreciates 

the lighter side of learning. “It s̓ great when the class 
bursts into laughter and can t̓ stop laughing. Even 
though sometimes it s̓ not that funny, it s̓ just the per-
fect word at the perfect time,” Mrs. Herbst said. 

She went on to explain the great connection with 
the students at that point in time. “It s̓ just wonderful,” 
she said. 

After leaving Andover, Mrs. Herbst will pur-
sue her many passions in retired life on Cape Cod in 
Chatham, Massachusetts, where she and her husband, 
Henry Lynn Herbst, Chair of the French Department, 
will reside.  

When asked what she plans on doing after retire-
ment, Mrs. Herbst said that first and foremost, she 
wants to catch 
up on sleep. 
At her new 
home, she 
will garden, 
an activity 
for which she 
gained a pen-
chant while 
on sabbatical 
in Europe two 
years ago. 

Her final 
advice to PA 
students was, 
“Learn and 
grow. Never 
stop learning 
and growing.”

Instructor in French Sally Herbst
Retires to Cape Cod with Husband

By SCHUYLER DICKEY

By EMERSON MOORE
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Ms. Braverman will remain 
busy working on three differ-
ent projects. 

DEPARTING FACULTY AND STAFF

Instructor in English Carole Braverman 
Retires After 27 Years; Plans to Write

California Province Order Recalls Father
Nahoe ̓ 80 to Perform Apostolic Ministry

Father Francisco ʼ80 has 
served as an Instructor in English 
and the Roman Catholic Chaplain 
and Priest at Phillips Academy for 
the past three years. 

He first came to PA as a new 
Upper. Looking back at his time 
as a student here, Father Francisco 
described Phillips Academy 
as “an environment rich with 
experiences of all kinds.” 

While here as a student, 
Father Francisco lived in Nathan 
Hale, sang in Fidelio, and played 

flute in the Academy Chamber 
Orchestra. 

After graduating from PA, 
Father Francisco went on to earn 
a BA in Philosophy from Pomona 
College, an Bachelor in Sacred 
Theology (BST) from Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas 
Aquinas in Rome, and an MA 
in Comparative Literature from 
Dartmouth. 

As a member of the California 
Province of the Order of Friar 
Minor Conventional, Father 
Francisco has been a friar for the 
past 22 years.  He has traveled 
around the globe, visiting Central 
America, Italy, and Poland for the 
Order, as well as teaching English 
at a Catholic School in California 
before coming to Andover.

Along with his duties as 
an English teacher, the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain and Priest, 
Father Nahoe is responsible for 
sacramental ministry on campus. 
This includes celebrating mass on 
Sunday and holy days, preaching, 
hearing confessions, and the 
catechesis of catholic students 
on campus.  He prepares young 
people for the sacrament of 
confirmation, and baptisms. 

When Father Francisco came 
back to Andover, it was to fill the 
roles of Chaplain and English 
teacher.  When asked which of the 
two he prefers, he was unable to 
choose.  He said, “I love being a 

chaplain.  I love teaching.”
Despite his other 

commitments, Father Nahoe 
also finds time to serve as the 
faculty advisor to both the Foro 
Italico and the Catholic Student 
Fellowship. 

Because of his affiliation with 
the California Province, the Father 
Provincial has asked that Father 
Francisco return to California to 
perform Apostolic Ministry there, 
perhaps in Berkeley. Although he 
is officially leaving Andover June 
2006, he will not be leaving the 
New England area until December 
2006, when he has finished his last 
semester in a Theology course at 
Harvard University.

He said, “As an alumnus, Iʼll 
always have a strong connection 
[to Andover].” 

Others here at Andover feel 
this connection. In the words of 
Joey Mensah ʼ08, “Venerated 
throughout campus, Father 
Nahoe is a dignified and articulate 
man.  He has truly changed 
my experience at Andover – 
academically and religiously.  We 
will miss him dearly.”

Reflecting upon his 
experiences here, Father Nahoe 
said, “I was powerfully influenced 
by the vigorous intellectual life, 
and that was probably the single 
most important feature of my 
time at Andover.”

By SILKE CUMMINGS

J.Pak/The Phillipian

Father Nahoe taught English 
and served as a spiritual advisor.

Dr. Curtis is “seeking a new 
challenge” as Head of School 
of Deerfield Academy. 

J.Pak/The Phillipian
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Writer-in-Residence Ted
Deppe to Write in Ireland 

By SCHUYLER DICKEY

Theodore R. Deppe penned a 
new collection of poems and his 
first novel while serving as PA̓ s 
Writer-in-Residence for the Roger 
F. Murray Teaching Foundation.

Since Mr. Deppeʼs tenure is at 
an end, he will leave the Academy 
to return to Ireland. While at PA, 
he also taught writing workshops 
and courses.

Mr. Deppe began his 
professional career as a nurse. 
However, he would write in the 
early morning and during lunch 
breaks, and completed his first 
two books as a nurse. These first 
two books sparked teaching offers 
for Mr. Deppe.

In 1998, he was offered the 
position of Writer-in-Residence 
at the James Merrill House in 
Stonington, Conn. The program 
provides grants each year to many 
artists and writers. The Writer-in-
Residence inhabits the late poet 
Merrillʼs old apartment. 

In 2000 Mr. Deppe and his 
wife moved to Cape Clear Island, 
a community of 120 off the 
coast of County Cork, Ireland. 
There he finished his third book 
and began a novel with a grant 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. After a year and a 
half on the island, they moved 
to County Donegal, a county on 
the northwest portion of the Irish 
mainland. 

He credited his decision to 
apply for the position to friends of 
his who had previously served as 
PA̓ s Writer-in-Residence. He also 
wished to return to the United 
States to be closer to his family, 
who live in Indiana.

Mr. Deppe said, “Itʼs been 
a great joy to teach here.  The 
students in my fiction and poetry 

writing workshops have been 
overachievers of the first order—
what a delight to get to teach 
talented young writers who really 
want to learn.” 

Mr. Deppe then submitted a 
proposal to return to Ireland and 
set up a branch of the Stonecoast 
MFA in Writing Program. The 
program, based in Maine, allows 
students to earn a Masterʼs Degree 
in creative writing by traveling to 
Ireland to study under a talented 
faculty and staff. Mr. Deppe will 
serve as Field Director for the 
Irish residency, teach poetry, and 
also instruct students over the 
Internet. 

“Itʼs an exciting new 
opportunity, and weʼre eager to 
see how last summerʼs dream 
plays out,” he said.

As Writer-in-Residence, he 
authored a novel, Tanglewood, and 
a collection of poems, Li Po in the 
Orchard of Plenty, both of which 
have not yet been published.

Although Geoff Harlan, Assistant Dean of Admissions, did not join 
the PA faculty until August 2005, he has enjoyed living in the Andover 
community. 

Mr. Harlan has lived on campus with his wife, Megan Harlan, a 
College Counselor. He coached college football at Saint Anslem 
College in Manchester, New Hampshire, until last year. However, he 
decided that a position in the Andover community might be a healthy 
change. 

Following an extensive orientation and training program last fall, 
Mr. Harlan began his work as a part of the Admissions team, a part-time 
house counselor in Stuart House, and as an academic advisor.  During 
the first few months he traveled across the country, holding information 
sessions for prospective students – visiting up to six different schools 
a day. 

Following his travels, Mr. Harlan returned to campus to interview 
applicants.  During the past few months, Andover received a record 
number of applications and held a record number of on-campus 
interviews.  Mr. Harlan conducted as many as four interviews a day 
during the interview period.

During the February, Mr. Harlan read and re-read every application, 
working with the Admissions Office to select each student.

Following the end of this academic year, he will leave the Andover 
community for the Peddie School, a small private boarding school in 
Hightstown, New Jersey.

Mr. Harlan will become 
the Athletic Director and Head 
Coach of Football at Peddie.  The 
move will restore his position 
as a leader of a football team, 
something he enjoyed at the 
college level for almost two full 
decades. 

Mr. Harlan said, “Iʼve 
really enjoyed my experience 
in the dorm, and I am looking 
forward to being that much more 
involved in my next opportunity 
[at Peddie].”

Mr. Harlan said, “[Leaving 
PA] was certainly a very difficult 
decision for us as a family 
because we have had such a 
positive experience here...Weʼll 
certainly miss Andover, and we 
are grateful for the experience 
that weʼve had here.”

Geoff Harlan Leaves to
Coach Football at Peddie

Mrs. Harlan to Counsel &
Coach at Princeton Day

By CONOR MCKINNON By ELINOR GARCIA-GARCIA

After three years of working with students in the College 
Counseling Office (CCO) and coaching Girls Varsity Lacrosse on the 
field, Megan Harlan is leaving the Academy.  

Mrs. Harlan will leave primarily because of the job offered to her 
husband at the Peddie School.

After leaving PA, Mrs. Harlan will go to the Princeton Day School 
in Princeton, New Jersey as a College Counselor and Girls Varsity 
Lacrosse coach.    

Mrs. Harlan said that she has learned at PA to help students 
handle outside pressure from other students and parents in the college 
counseling process.  

She coached Varsity Lacrosse alongside Kate Dolan, also Head 
Coach of Varsity Field Hockey, and Martha Fenton, Director of 
Athletics, and helped lead the team in three successful seasons.    

She was also a house counselor in Johnson Hall and Nathan Hale 
Hall.  According to Harlan, she wanted to move to a freshmen dorm 
because she spent all of her time during the day with seniors.  She 
said being a house counselor was one of the most enjoyable aspects of 
working at PA.  

Mrs. Harlan said, “What I will miss most [at PA] is the variety 
and quality [of]...the people, the events, the games, the concerts, 
guest speakers, the sanctuary, the Addison gallery...and I will miss 
my Uppers, watching my ninth graders in Hale turn to Seniors, and 

the friends that I have been 
fortunate enough to make in the 
community.”

She said that she would 
treasure the knowledge from her 
colleagues in CCO the most. 

Before coming to Phillips 
Academy, Mrs. Harlan worked 
for the St. Paul̓ s School CCO 
for five years.  Harlan left St. 
Paul̓ s for PA to work with 
College Counselors Alice 
Purington and Carl Bewig, who 
had accumulated 20 years of 
experience in the field.  

Mrs. Harlan received 
her M.A. in counseling from 
Middlebury College. When 
she had children, she made 
the transition from a women s̓ 
college lacrosse coach to a 
college counselor.

K. Matsumoto/The Phillipian

The Harlans will relocate to New Jersey and continue to teach 
and coach sports. 

Susie Flug Leaves PA to Pursue More
Community Service Projects in Boston

Susie Flug, Assistant Director 
of Community Service, introduced 
many students and faculty to the 
world of PA community service, 
furthering their understanding of 
its mission. 

As Assistant Director, Ms. 
Flug was responsible for all 
elements of the community 
service program, including the 
organization of regular service 
programs and special events. 

Ms. Flug also worked 
with CAMD, coordinating 
discussions and arranging a 
trip to a commemorative civil 
rights march. Through CAMD, 
she developed some close 
relationships in Lawrence, Mass. 
at the youth center, Movement 
City.

Ms. Flug also personally 
mentored 13 of Andoverʼs seniors 
this year, guiding them through the 
world of community service. She 
met with her students every other 
Sunday to discuss leadership, 
development, and goals for their 
service projects.

She said, “Really working 
closely with students was one of 
the main reasons I came [here].  
At my last job I wasnʼt able to 
spend much time with my students 
but here I see them almost every 
week.  The ability to learn how to 
work with students and support 
them over the course of two years 
has been fun and exciting.”

In 2005, Ms. Flug and Chad 
Green, Director of Community 
Service, applied for an Abbot 
Grant to sponsor the first annual 
service-learning workshop for 
faculty.  The workshop attempted 
to encourage faculty to foster 
community values and service in 
their classrooms.

Ms. Flug ran Praxis, a PA 
service program, which fulfills a 
studentʼs sporting requirement. 
She expanded the existing 
course to include new readings, 
activities, and discussion.  Ms. 
Flug said that it was “an exciting 
way to have a lot of creativity and 
to bring in knowledge that Iʼve 
had from past jobs.”

Ms. Flug first came to 
Andover as a teaching fellow 
for community service, but was 
asked to stay another year. 

Before coming to Andover, 
Ms. Flug worked on programs 
that promoted community 

service, activism, and non-profit 
careers at the college-level, such 
as Campus Outreach Opportunity 
League (COOL). 

While at COOL, Ms. 
Flug worked on conference 
programming, managed some 
of the memberships, and helped 
expand their curriculums.  She 
also visited several colleges and 
helped train students involved in 
community service.

 Ms. Flug said, “I was able 
to bring in skills [to PA] that 
Iʼve learned in [COOL] to do 
curriculum development around 
service...and around social 
justice.”

She will leave Andover after 
two years of service to pursue 
other opportunities in the greater 
Boston area. 

Ms. Flug hopes to continue to 
connect education and community 
work. She is planning to work in 
jobs that relate to urban education 
or scholarship programs.

She said, “Because there are 
so many responsibilities in this 
office and because our days are 
so varied, expanding the range 
in things Iʼve experienced here 
at Andover has been [and will 
be] very helpful to my future 
career.”

By CHAD HOLLIS
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Susie Flug hopes to expand on 
her PA service experience. 

Claire Sisisky Departs RelPhil After Two Years;
Will Continue Teaching and Research in Virginia

After two years of service at 
Phillips Academy, Instructor in 
Philosophy and Religious Stud-
ies and Instructor in History and 
Social Science Claire Sisisky will 
continue her studies in religion at 
the Center for Humanities in Vir-
ginia. 

Ms. Sisisky was selected to be-
come Director for The Center for 
the Humanities for Henrico Coun-
ty Public Schools in VA. She and 
husband Zachary Sisisky are re-
locating to Richmond, VA, where 
Mr. Sisisky formerly resided.

The Center for the Humanities, 
founded in 1995 in the likeness of 
St. Johns College in Annapolis, 
Maryland, is a specialty school 
with a humanity-focused curricu-
lum; students are chosen from nine 
different high schools in Henrico 
County. Ms. Sisisky s̓ role at the 
Center will be to bring knowledge 
of various cultures, global under-
standing, and the importance of re-
ligion and peace into the school. 

While working at Phillips 
academy as an Instructor in Reli-
gion and Philosophy and Instruc-
tor in History, Ms. Sisisky lived in 
Pemberton Cottage. Current resi-
dent of Pemberton Cottage, Nancy 

Ann Little ʼ08, said, “She s̓ [Ms. 
Sisisky] really friendly and ami-
able. Iʼm just really sad that she s̓ 
leaving because she s̓ really easy 
to relate to because she will laugh 
with you. We have lots of dorm 
jokes and dorm meetings with 
[Ms. Sisisky] are always fun.” 

Little also joked, “Weʼre really 
sad that she [Ms. Sisisky] is leav-
ing after her cooking skills have 
improved so much.”

Ms. Sisisky also coached the 

Search and Rescue program. In 
the coming summer she will also 
be leading the PVI-Andover Sum-
mer Program in India, along with 
Michelle Bos-Lun from the Pacific 
Village Institute.

At Andover, Ms. Sisisky spe-
cialized in teaching Asian Reli-
gions, a topic she focused on dur-
ing her graduate work at Harvard 
University.

Prior to working at Andover, 
Ms. Sisisky lived on the island 

of Mauritius located in the In-
dian Ocean. Here, Ms. Sisisky 
conducted research funded by a 
Frederick Sheldon Traveling Fel-
lowship from Harvard University, 
sponsored by the Mauritius Cul-
tural Center Trust, and with assis-
tance from scholars and lecturers 
from the Mahatma Gandhi Insti-
tute, the University of Mauritius, 
and the leaders of different reli-
gious communities on Mauritius. 
The research project explored the 
Hindu communities of Mauritius, 
the inter-religious relations on the 
island, and traced efforts to rebuild 
national unity since the riots in 
1999.

Ms. Sisisky will research on 
immigration and religion after 
leaving PA. Her work is a a con-
tinuation of the Pluralism Project 
in which the establishment of new 
centers and places of religious 
worship are documented and stud-
ied. After PA, Ms. Sisisky plans to 
study further  the relationship of 
education and understanding of 
religion.

 Ms. Sisisky said that at Phil-
lips Academy she “enjoyed each 
of the three different roles”, and 
“[Andover] has been a really good 
experience. She “enjoyed the 
freedom, trust, and respect of col-
leagues” and the independence of 
designing her own curriculum.

By SIMONE HILL

Pages-Rangel to Teach at Bentley College
And Resume Research on Spanish Fashion

Chair of Spanish Language 
Department Roxana Pagés-Ran-
gel is leaving PA to continue 
teaching at Bentley College and 
resume her research on fashion 
in nineteenth century Spain and 
Latin America.

Dr. Pagés-Rangel said about 
her research, “[it is] Arguably 
one of the most significant and 
eloquent non-verbal languages in 
Western culture, fashion is stud-
ied  here as a semiotic system that 
reflects the social, technological, 
aesthetic, and market transforma-
tions brought about by the indus-
trial revolution on both sides of 
the Atlantic.”

Dr. Pagés-Rangel became a 
member of the PA faculty in 2004 
when Dean of Studies Margarita 
Curtis encouraged Dr. Pagés-
Rangel to apply for a position 
in the Spanish department. Dr. 
Curtis and Dr. Pages-Rangel at-

tended Harvard University where 
they both received their PhDs and 
became friends. She accepted the 
job as a good opportunity for her-
self and family.

Dr. Pagés-Rangel said that she 
was “...excited to work at Phillips 
[Academy] because she knew 
they were the best students.”

Originally from Puerto Rico, 
Dr. Pagés-Rangel came to the 
United States to do her graduate 
work at Harvard University and 
received her PhD in 1994. She 
has now lived in the United States 
for 20 years. After receiving her 
PhD, Dr. Pagés-Rangel taught at 
Bentley College where she held 
positions such as Chair of the 
Modern Language Department 
and associate professor.

 While working at Bentley 
College Dr. Pagés-Rangel re-
ceived numerous awards includ-
ing Bentley College Innovation 
in Teaching Award in 1995 and 
in 1997 the Bentley College 
Publication Award for her book 

Del dominio público: itinerarios 
de la carta privada (Of the pub-
lic dominion: itineraries of the 
private letter), which was pub-
lished in 1997. The book was 
conceived from her dissertation. 
During her time at Bentley she 
also researched topics related to 
configurations of landscapes in 
the Hispanic Caribbean as seen in 
19th-century magazines.

 Dr. Pagés-Rangel is a mem-
ber of the Modern Language As-
sociation and Asociacion Interna-
cional de Hispanistas. 

 Many students and colleagues 
of Dr. Pagés-Rangel are saddened 
by her departure. One of her cur-
rent Spanish 300 students, Jenna 
Castellot ʻ08 said, “Iʼm really sad 
that Señora Pages is leaving after 
this year. It will be a devastating 
loss for the Spanish Department, 
sheʼs such an enthusiastic teacher 
and Iʼve learned so much from 
her this year. Her technique is so 
dynamic and everyone gets in-
volved. Iʼm going to miss her so 
much.”

 When asked about the de-
parture of Dr. Pagés-Rangel, au-
thor of Lonely Planetʼs Travelers 
Guide to Puerto Rico and Instruc-
tor in English Randall Peffer said, 
“Puerto Rico is an island of pride, 
spirit, culture, and talent. I think 
we have been lucky to have Roxa-
na sharing her rich island heritage 
with us for the last two years. Ella 
es una borrinquena especial.”

 Dr. Pagés-Rangel said that 
she “...had great colleagues and 
is grateful for the opportunity [to 
teach at PA]. Students here take 
[academic and intellectual] risks, 
and Iʼve had the best students Iʼve 
ever had in my life.”

She will be moving to Brook-
line, Mass. with her husband Luis 
Fernandez-Cifuentes, who is the 
Chair of Romance Languages at 
Harvard University, and her two 
children. 

By SIMONE HILL
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Dr. Pages-Rangel will inves-
tigate fashion in 19th century 
Spain after departing PA. 

A.Wernikoff/The Phillipian
Ms. Sisisky will serve as the Director for the Center for the Hu-
manities at a specialized humanities school in Virginia. 

DEPARTING FACULTY AND STAFF

Mr. Deppe authored a novel 
and a collection of poems as 
Writer-in-Residence. 

M.Temple/The Phillipian



George Hattemer ʼ06, a char-
ismatic member of the Andover 
community for three years, was 
found dead on August 8, 2005. 
Officials suspect that he fell off a 
cliff while attending Camp Kooch-
i-Ching near International Falls, 
Minnesota and drowned.

In a letter to Hattemer s̓ family 
and friends, his parents wrote, “He 
died in a place that he would sure-
ly call his second home, a place 
where he made deep and long-last-
ing friendships.”

Hattemer will be missed by his 
Andover friends and faculty. As 
a member of Rockwell his Junior 
year, Bishop his Lower year, and 
Andover Cottage the following 
year, Hattemer became an integral 
part of the campus. He discovered 
his passion for Frisbee and played 
on the Varsity Ultimate Frisbee 
team during the spring of 2004.

Friends admired Hattemer for 
his sense of humor and playful at-
titude. He loved all different types 
of music; Hattemer was constantly 
searching for new songs to listen 
to and introducing his friends and 
family to his latest discoveries. He 
was also a talented student who 
loved to read and write.

In the same letter, Hattemer s̓ 
parents wrote, “He was a deep 
thinker, always ready with a differ-
ent and original interpretation.”
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DEPARTING FACULTY AND STAFF
Christina Kopp to Teach at Friends Select in Pennsylvania

Though her time at Phillips 
Academy was short, Christina 
Kopp Instructor in Social Science, 
will have fond memories of the 
school and her students.

“I do not think that there is 
any place like Phillips Academy 
in the world.  I find it a great 
honor to have worked here,” she 
said.

Ms. Kopp will take a 
new teaching position at 
the Friends Select School, a 
Quaker Independent School in 
Pennsylvania.

This past year, Ms. Kopp 
taught History 100 and History 
300.  The 2005-06 year was 

Ms. Koppʼs first and only year 
teaching at Phillips Academy.  

She double-majored in History 
and Music at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
and later received her PhD in 
History at Boston University. 
While working towards her 
doctorate degree, Ms. Kopp had 
her first teaching experience as a 
professorʼs assistant.

“The difference between 
teaching college [students] and 
teaching high school [students] is 
that…there is a lot more pressure 
here [on students at Phillips 
Academy] than there was at 
Boston University.”

Ms. Kopp also thinks that she 
has more empathy for her high 
school students than she did for 
her college students, as she thinks 

PA can be even more demanding 
than college at times.

“Here, there are so many 
things asked of you, with sports 
and art, not to mention all the 
regular academic requirements 
[and] I try to keep this in mind 
when teaching here,” said Ms. 
Kopp. 

Ms. Kopp recalled on class 
in particular when she had 
her Juniors perform a battle 
reenactment. It was the first time 
she did a hands-on activity in 
class.  Ms. Kopp said that her 
students enjoyed it immensely.

Ms. Kopp also talked about 
a surprise party her colleagues 
threw her when she finished 
her dissertation on the famous 
composer, Aaron Copeland.

She continued, “The lessons 

I have learned in my one year of 
being here… will stay with me 
forever.”      By MOLLY SHOEMAKER

John Briggs ʼ76 Plans
To Continue Teaching 

John Briggs ʼ76 will be 
remembered for his sense of 
humor, antics, and famous 
fish-print neckties.  

He returned to Phillips 
Academy as a scientist on the 
“visiting scholar chair” a one-
year commitment.  However, 
he has been teaching since he 
was an undergraduate. 

Mr. Briggs grew up here 
in Massachusetts.  He moved 
west in search of larger 
telescopes and clearer skies.  
There he completed a degree 
at San Jose State in California 
after “some years of practical 
experience, in one dome or 
other, in the brisk, thin, air of 
mountaintop skies.” Prior to 
coming to Andover, Mr. Briggs 
worked as a research engineer 
at University of Chicago.

“I couldnʼt pass up the 
chance to teach here,” he said.  
He taught Physics 380 and 
Cosmology.  After Phillips, 
Mr. Briggs plans to continue 
his career in education.  He 
said, “Education outreach 
is a key component at most 

observatories nowadays.” 
Mr. Briggsʼs fondest 

memory of his PA teaching 
career was the moment 
when a group of his students 
successfully captured a picture 
of a fast-moving near-Earth 
asteroid. 

Mr. Briggs is also fond of his 
own Phillips Academy student 
career.  He met his wife, Liz, 
at PA when she attended the 
school for a special six-week 
program in animal behavior.  

Mr. Briggs said that, by 
returning to campus, he has 
renewed many of his school 
day memories.  “Itʼs funny, 
but true: Vivid as student days 
are, life continues on in such 
new ways.  Itʼs surprising how 
quickly everything becomes a 
history, a mere private memory.  
I encourage my students to take 
pictures.”

He continued, “Eventually 
we return as alumni, imagining 
familiar faces around every 
corner.  But thatʼs not what you 
find.”

By MOLLY SHOEMAKER

Baoping Chen Returns to China After One-Year Exchange

Baoping Chen, Instructor 
in Chinese, came to Phillips 
Academy in August 2005 
through a one-year program 
from her school in China. 

Mrs. Chen taught three 
different Chinese courses at PA,  
Chinese 300, 400, and 520.

Mrs. Chen noted the 
politeness and respect that 
Andover students showed 
her when compared with her 
students in Rochester, where she 
taught for a year in 1992. 

“When I was in Rochester, 

NY, the students there put their 
legs on the tables, chewed gum, 
and talked very freely among 
themselves. The students here 
listened to the teacher,” she 
said.

 Mrs. Chen also commented 
on how Andover broke the 
Chinese stereotype of American 
schools. “Before I came here, 
a lot of people in China said, 
ʻThe students in America are too 
liberal in class, and they do not 
have a lot of homework.  ̓ But 
when I came here, the students 
were so nice, and I never would 
have imagined it. They were 
polite; they put up their hands 
before asking questions. That 
surprised me. They also asked 
me what their homework was 
every time after class. I gave 
them their homework and they 
did so well.” 

She began teaching in Beijing 
in 1975 at a high school affiliated 
with Ren Min University, and 
continued to work there for over 
30 years. Because the school 
provided apartments for the 
teachers, Mrs. Chen lived right 
on campus. 

She explained that the school 
is run very differently than PA. 
In China, middle school and 
high school are combined, so 
that there is only one school for 
grades seven through twelve. 

The same group of students 
remain with the same teacher for 
three years during their middle 
school years. 

Mrs. Chen intends to leave 
Andover in mid-June. Although 
she has not specifically decided 
as to what she plans to do, she 
hopes to return to China. She 
encouraged Chinese students 
to write to her and visit her in 

China if possible, saying that 
she would be glad to set up each 
person with a Chinese pen pal. 

She said, “Being able to 
teach Chinese to students at 
Phillips Academy is my honor. 
[The students] have good 
manners, treat people well, 
and always work very hard. This 
really touches me. I hope [they] 
all continue learning Chinese.” 

By CHRISTINE CHOI

Pat Gerety Retires After 14 Years in Alumni Affairs

Patricia Gerety will retire after 
14 years in the Alumni Affairs 
Office, where she has worked 
coordinating reunions and class 
events.

In 1990, Mrs. Gerety came 
to work at Andover as an 
administrative assistant in the 
Secretary of the Academy s̓ Office. 
In 1992, she was transferred to the 
Alumni Affairs Office. “Working 
in Alumni Affairs...has been 
challenging, intense and stressful 
but most of all a rewarding and 
pleasant experience,” she said. 

In 2000, she was promoted 
to Assistant Director of Alumni 
Affairs for Classes and Reunions. 
Since her promotion, her main 
focus has been working with 

the Alumni Council, planning 
Reunion Weekend, and helping 
to prepare the pre-50th reunion 
classes for their 50th reunion.  
“The interaction I have with 
the alumni...has been the most 
rewarding part of my job and I will 
always treasure those connections.  
I am very fortunate to work with 
a wonderful, supportive and 
dedicated group of people in the 
Office of Academy Recourses and 
especially in Alumni Affairs,” said 
Mrs. Gerety.

As of now, Mrs. Gerety has 
no definite plans for next year.  
She hopes to be able to spend 
more time with her grandchildren 
and travel.  She has also already 
promised the class of 1957 that 
she will continue to support their 
class until they celebrate their 
50th reunion in June 2007. Mrs. 

Gerety feels that Andover is a very 
special community and that she 
is very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to spend the past 16 
years here.

Before she came to PA, Mrs. 
Gerety was a counselor and owner 
of a women s̓ clothing store.  
When her daughters matriculated 
at college, she was asked to start a 
special program at the local middle 
school for ADD, disruptive, and 
abused students. She worked 
with the students to help them 
understand their problems and how 
best to deal with them. However, 
Mrs. Gerety proved too effective; 
soon afterwards, children were 
trying to get in trouble just for a 
chance to talk to her.  

While she was a counselor, 
Mrs. Gerety felt that the 
community had a need for a career-

oriented women s̓ clothing store 
that could offer personal service 
to each customer. In Mrs. Gerety s̓ 
words, “The interaction with the 
customers, fashion show evenings, 
and being able to find ̒ just the right 
outfit  ̓for a special customer made 
the long hours well worth it.” At 
her daughters  ̓ encouragement, 
Mrs. Gerety added prom gowns, 
special occasion dresses, and jeans 
tailored to fit younger customers. 
She closed the store in the late ̓ 80s 
due to the faltering economy.

Mike Ebner, Director of 
Alumni Affairs, said, “[Mrs. 
Gerety] is the most wonderful 
and diligent person. She tries to 
do everything...Her retirement is 
a tremendous loss to the school, 
there were entire programs grown 
under her administration, and we 
will never be able to replace her.”

By VINCENT JOW

OBITUARIES

Ms. Kopp says while teaching at 
PA, she learned many lessons. 
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PA was a completely new tach-
ing experience for Chinese 
native Mrs. Chen. 

M. Discenza/The Phillipian

Andover Remembers
 Janis Ozimek-Maier

By JOHN MAIER

George Hattemer ’06
Courtesy of the Hattemer Family

Janis Ozimek-Maier, 57 of 
Andover, MA, died peacefully at 
home on Sunday, April 23, after a 
sixteen-year battle with cancer.

Born in Brooklyn on April 
30, 1948, she was raised in 
East Meadow, Long Island, and 
later Northport, Long Island.  
Graduating from high school in 
1966, she went on to earn a BA in 
Spanish from Hofstra University 
in 1970.  She studied abroad 
both in Bogota, Colombia, and 
in Madrid, Spain.  During her 
Junior year in Spain she met 
her husband and the two were 
married in Northport in 1971.  
Her education  continued at the 
Universities of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin, where she earned an 
MA (1972) and PhD (1980) in 
Spanish literature.  

A great lover of all things 
Spanish, she returned many 
times for vacations and visits 
with a broad network of Spanish 
friends.  She loved a good glass 
of “tinto”, playing with words, 
and raucous laughter shared with 
friends.  From August, 2002 to 
June, 2003 she and her family 
lived in Burgos, Spain, where her 
husband was on sabbatical.  

She taught Spanish at Wilson 
College in Chambersburg, 
PA, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, and Bates College 
before transitioning to software 

training in 1986.  She worked in 
several corporate settings before 
establishing her own software 
consulting business in 1990.  Her 
many corporate, governmental, 
and educational clients over the 
next fifteen years lauded her for 
the clarity of her presentations 
and her easy introductions of 
the computer illiterate to the 
cyberworld.  

An enduring love of hers was 
the Phillips Academy Summer 
Session where she taught English 
as a Second Language and 
performed several administrative 
functions.  Most recently she 
was teaching online through the 
University of Massachusetts-
Lowell.

She is survived by her 
husband, John Maier, of Andover; 
two children, Evan Ozimek,-
Maier, a senior at Ohio Wesleyan 
University, and Molly Ozimek-
Maier, an eleventh-grader at 
Phillips Academy; two sisters, 
Karen Marcarelli of Sanford, 
FL, and Phyllis Van Houten of 
Clifton, Virginia; and several 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will 
be held at Corchoran Chapel, 
Phillips Academy on her birthday, 
Sunday, April 30, at 2PM.  In lieu 
of flowers, contributions may 
be made to Merrimack Valley 
Hospice in her memory.

The class of 1947 voted 
former School President, former 
Trustee of Phillips Academy, 
Alexander B. Trowbridge ’47 as 
the “most respected, most mature, 
and as the student who had ‘done 
most for Andover,’” according to 
Head of School Barbara Landis 
Chase.  

Mr. Trowbridge passed away 
as a result of complications 
associated with Lewy’s disease, a 
brain illness, at the age of 76 years 
old in his home in Washington, 
D.C on April 27.

Mr. Trowbridge remained an 
active member of the Andover 
community since his graduation, 
and has also acted as an important 
figure in the business community 
and federal government, working 
most notably as the Secretary of 
Commerce in 1967-1968. 

Mr. Trowbridge served as an 
Alumni Trustee from 1979-1983 
and a Charter Trustee from 1985-
1998.  He was also a member of 

the Alumni Council from 1980-
1983.

Mrs. Chase said, “He was on 
the head-search committee that 
brought me to Phillips Academy 
and, as such, played a very 
important role in my coming to 
Andover.  He was a lovely person, 
a wonderful counselor, and a 

booster as a trustee.”
Mr. Trowbridge’s experience 

with Phillips Academy began as a 
child, living in Johnson Hall with 
his father, A. Buel Trowbridge, 
an Instructor in Religion and 
Philosophy, and Science from 
1929-1932.  After graduating from 
Andover, “Sandy” Trowbridge 
went on to study at Princeton 
College, where he earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1951.  

Before moving on to Princeton, 
however, Mr. Trowbridge 
volunteered with reconstruction 
efforts in post-World War II 
Europe.  He worked as an intern 
for the United Nations in 1948 and 
then for New York Congressman 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1950.

Following his graduation from 
Princeton, Mr. Trowbridge joined 
the Marine Corps and eventually 
became an officer.  He served 
in active combat in the Korean 
War and earned a Bronze Star 
for his service.  Later in his life, 
Mr. Trowbridge would serve as 
the director of the Marine Corps 
University Foundation.  

PA Bids Farewell to Former Charter
Trustee Alexander B. Trowbridge 4̓7

By CONOR McKINNON

Former Trustee Alexander  B. 
Trowbridge ’47
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By MERIT WEBSTER

HATTEMER ̓06 DIES
IN TRAGIC ACCIDENT

The Reverend William 
Sloane Coffin, a member of the 
Andover Class of 1942, and a 
renowned peace activist passed 
away Wednesday at his home in 
Stafford, Vermont.  He was 81.

An activist throughout his 
life who was a World War II 
and CIA veteran, Rev. Coffin 
was an outspoken advocate for 
civil rights and stood against the 
Vietnam War during his tenure as 
chaplain of Yale University from 
1958-1975.  

In 1967, Rev. Coffin and 
Dr. Benjamin Spock ʼ21, along 
with other protest leaders, were 
indicted by a Federal Grand jury 

for “conspiracy to counsel, aid 
and abet draft resistance,” though 
the conviction was overturned on 
appeal in 1970. 

Rev. Coffin helped organize 
the Freedom Riders, who rode 
buses and trains to the deep 
South to test the Supreme Courtʼs 
rulings outlawing segregation on 
interstate public transportation.

After leaving Yale University, 
he served as Senior Minister of 
the Riverside Church in New 
York City from 1977-1987 where 
he openly and vocally supported 
gay rights at a time when even 
liberals were uncomfortable 
doing so.  

He retired from Riverside in 
1987 to become president of the 
nuclear disarmament advocacy 
group SANE/FREEZE and 
continued to lecture and work on 

issues ranging from world peace 
and nuclear disarmament to 
homelessness and environmental 
protection throughout his life.

Rev. Coffin was awarded 
PAʼs highest honor, 2004 Claude 
Moore Fuess Award for his 
work.  Since 1967, the award has 
honored alumni for “distinguished 
contributions to public service.”

Known for his optimism and 
humor in the face of adversity, 
Coffin was known for saying to 
his students, “Remember young 
people, even if you win the rat 
race youʼre still a rat.” 

Head of  School Barbara 
Chase said, “[Rev Coffin] could 
certainly be controversial...But, 
certainly, [he] was a splendid hu-
man being----outsized in intellect 
and conscience.”  

World Mourns Death of Fuess Award
Recipient William Sloane Coffin 4̓2

By STEVE BLACKMAN 
and ALEXA REID

Janis Ozimek-Meier

Courtesy of the Maier Family



 Fifty years ago, a PA studentʼs 
admission to a prestigious college 
was based not on a 6.0 GPA and 
an endless list of extracurricu-
lar activities, but a simple phone 
call. 

The college admissions pro-
cess at PA has changed dramati-
cally since the late 1950s. Back 
then, the College Counseling Of-
fice (CCO) easily secured admit-
tance to prestigious colleges such 
as Yale, PA̓ s main feeder school, 
through the “gentlemanʼs sys-
tem.”

The “gentlemanʼs” system, 
used by PA and most other presti-
gious preparatory schools through 
the mid to late 1950s, involved a 
college counselor 
selecting “appro-
priate” colleges for 
students and placing 
a call to its admis-
sions office.

Depending on 
the studentʼs grades, 
such a phone call 
would usually as-
sure a PA studentʼs place at this 
college.  

Since then, a number of tu-
multuous events like the Sputnik 
satellite, Civil Rights Movement, 
and Vietnam War have led to a 
reform in the college admission 
process, when Americans realized 
that the United States was falling 
behind in both science and math-
ematics. 

The government poured mon-
ey into education, especially in 
mathematics and science to al-
low colleges to accept students 
on a basis of merit over legacy or 
money.

Recognition and attainment of 
a high academic quality became a 
priority for the U.S. government.

According to Mr. Anderson, 

the Civil Rights Movement also 
played a vital role in the changes 
to the college counseling process 
because it brought the concepts of 
equality and social class into the 
limelight. 

He also believes that the meri-
tocracy that emerged from the so-
cioeconomic revolution from the 
late 1960s played a vital role in 
bringing a merit-based system to 
the college admission office. 

The new college admissions 
process was intended to “make for 
a level playing field” for students.

Mr. Anderson said, “There are 
no guarantees anymore.”

One of Mr. Andersonʼs goals 
is to continue to educate students 

as well as the admis-
sions offices of col-
leges so they will 
gain a better under-
standing of PA and its 
students. To achieve 
this goal, admissions 
officers from various 
colleges are invited 
to campus each year.

The changes to the college 
counseling process have affected 
students in a variety of ways, most 
notably through increased com-
petition. This is a result of high 
number of high school graduates 
seeking education beyond high 
school. Colleges have not grown 
enough to accommodate the large 
growth in college applicants and 
high schools. 

Grade inflation has also played 
an important role in the shift.  In 
previous years, it students to re-
ceived lower grades on average.  
However, with the increase in 
competition and pressure, students 
strive to receive higher grades, 
and teachers feel more pressured 
to give higher grades, leading to 
grade inflation. 
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PRESERVING THE PAST, 
REMEMBERING THE PRESENT

Secret Tunnels Beneath Academy s̓ Campus
Deemed Hazardous and Off-Limits to Students

Beneath Phillips Academyʼs 
well-kempt grass lies an intricate 
system of steam pipes.  

Though most of these 
are blocked-off normal-sized 
pipelines, a few are much larger 
and more accessible, forming 
tunnels through which people 
walk underground.  

The known tunnels are 
located between Foxcroft and 
Bartlet Halls, between Pearson 
and Morse Halls, and between a 
baseball diamond and Rafferty 
Field, as well as an above-ground 
passage in Samuel Phillips Hall. 

There is an indefinite number 
of these tunnels on campus.

The administration has 
removed several tunnels for safety 
reasons and forbidden students to 
use the others.  

The tunnels are very 
dangerous, with high voltage 
lines and temperatures averaging 
240 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The Academy used to permit 
students with adult supervisors to 
pass through the tunnel between 
Pearson and Morse Halls and 
through the tunnel by Rafferty 
field.   

Though students could 
once access the tunnels, they 
were originally intended for the 
utilitarian roles they fulfill today. 

The only tunnel still in use 
is the path between Morse and 
Pearson Halls. OPP staff can pass 
through the tunnel to perform 
various maintenance tasks. 

This passage lacks significant 
steam lines and therefore is safer 
than the others. 

The external entrance to this 
tunnel is located in the basement 
of Pearson, which can be accessed 
from the cellar doors on the side 
of the building. 

The actual pathway is 

extremely short. 
Alexandra Rahman ʼ08, who 

is researching a book on the secret 
history of Phillips Academy, said 
that students used this tunnel 
as a shooting range in the mid-
nineteenth century.  

The least practical tunnel is 
the passageway between Foxcroft 
and Bartlet.  

This tunnel is now impossible 
to access and would not be useful 
even if one could gain access to 
it.  

Before the Academy moved it 
to the center of the Great Lawn, 
the Armillary Sphere was located 
across from Samuel Phillips Hall 
and directly between the two 
dorms. 

As a result, the tunnels 
underneath the dorms gradually 
narrow to a point beneath the 

original location of the Armillary 
Sphere where it is impassable. 

The tunnel along the athletic 
fields is the oldest of the four 
remaining passages, though 
there are no exact dates for their 
construction.  

The Academy prohibited 
human use of this tunnel in1995, 
as it could collapse at any 
moment.  

However, water still drains 
through the tunnel, flowing out 
by Watson Road.

The tunnel by the athletic 
fields also used to be employed 
as a practice area for Search and 
Rescue classes.

Instructor in French Henry 
Wilmer remembered leading 
his Search and Rescue groups 
through the cramped passage, 
saying, “You could barely crawl 

through, it was so small…[it was] 
really exciting.  We used to send 
one group down the Rafferty 
side, and another down by the 
baseball diamond without telling 
them….They would meet up in 
the middle.”

Samuel Phillips Hall also once 
had a secret passage of its own.  

The tunnel used to be the only 
way to reach the clock at the top 
of Sam Phil.

On the third floor of Sam 
Phil, there used to be a pull-down 
ladder in the ceiling that led to a 
vent.  After crawling through the 
vent into a small tunnel, there 
was a wooden staircase up to the 
clock.

This path, however, has been 
completely blocked off as the 
boards are rotting and extremely 
dangerous. 

By EMMA WOOD

College Process Formerly
 A “Gentleman̓ s System”

By ELINOR GARCIA-GARCIA
and KEVIN ZHAI

Student Smoking at Phillips Academy
Popular Throughout School̓ s History

Although the ban on student 
tobacco-smoking in 1985-1986 
school year greatly reduced the 
number of student smokers at An-
dover, the Phillips Academy ad-
ministration believes that smok-
ing still exists as a significant 
underground activity on campus.

Although about 30 percent 
of American high school stu-
dents smoke tobacco regularly, 
the number of student smokers at 
Phillips Academy is much lower. 

Massachusetts State Law says 
that it is illegal to sell or give cig-
arettes to anyone under the age of 
18.  It is also illegal for minors to 
purchase cigarettes from a vend-
ing machine.  

However, no Massachusetts 
law explicitly bans minors from 
smoking. 

Phillips Academy believes 
that it will never be able to com-
pletely stop students from smok-
ing as long as the practice remains 
legal.

One student who smokes 
about half a pack of cigarettes 
a day said, “The stress at this 
school is so bad that sometimes 
a cigarette can really help you re-
lax. While itʼs a fire hazard I think 
that if students are careful noth-
ing too bad can happen.  I mean, 
if students want to smoke, theyʼll 
find a way to do so.”

Another student smoker said, 
“Smoking is something that a lot 
of high school students do, and 
while I know how harmful it is, 
itʼs not illegal to smoke, only to 
buy cigarettes.  Andover students 
should be allowed to make that 
choice themselves.  The hardest 
part is finding a place to smoke.” 

Today, smoking at PA is a rel-
atively minor offense. The Blue 
Book prohibits “smoking in, on, 
or in close proximity to any acad-
emy building or repeated use of 
tobacco products.”  

If found smoking under these 
prohibited circumstances, the stu-
dent would face a DC and pos-
sible probation.  

Students caught smoking in 
downtown Andover or off cam-
pus receive a Deanʼs Reprimand 
or Censure. 

Any student caught smoking 
is required to meet with School 

Physician Richard Keller in the 
Isham Health Center for counsel-
ing as he or she attempts to quit.

In 1912, The Phillipian report-
ed that the Student Union, located 
in the basement of what is today 
the Robert S. Peabody Museum 
of Archaeology, would be opened 
as a student smoking lounge.  

The smoking lounge moved 
to Commons in 1934 and its use 
was confined to Seniors.  This 
measure reduced tobacco use at 
Andover for the ext several de-
cades. 

However, smoking resurfaced 
at Andover in the early 1970s as 
a common practice among stu-
dents. 

A poll of the class of 1971 
found that 53 percent of students 
smoked during their senior year.  
In 1972 the Blue Book Revision 
Committee suggested that Uppers 
be permitted to smoke as well. 

Therefore, in 1973 students 
who wished to smoke were re-
quired to first obtain parental 
permission, then attend three 
required smoking education 
classes held during the first week 
of school.  Three hundred and 
twenty-five students received per-

mission from their parents, 200 
of these students completed the 
course, and of this group, 175-
180 became “certified smokers” 
who exercised this privilege.

The next year smoking regu-
lations were codified under a Blue 
Book rule that read, “Smoking 
may be done only in a studentʼs 
own dormitory room or in the ar-
eas approved by a Cluster Dean.”  

Students who wished to smoke 
in their rooms were required to 
have a fire extinguisher on hand 
as well as a “substantial” ashtray.

After a number of years the 
fire codes once again became a 
concern, and smoking in student 
rooms was prohibited.  

Due to a growing awareness 
of the health risks of smoking, as 
well as two dorm fires caused by 
cigarettes, the faculty voted over-
whelmingly to ban student smok-
ing altogether in June 1986.  

Though the Student Council 
voted unanimously against smok-
ing in dorm rooms, few members 
advocated a complete ban.  Thus, 
the administration agreed to view 
the 1986 -1987 school year as a 
transitional year. 

K. Matsumoto/The Phillipian

This entrance to the tunnel between Rafferty and the Varsity Baseball field has been blocked by 
the school since 1995.

By STEVE BLACKMAN
and EMMA WOOD

The Phillipian frequently featured ads for cigarettes, such as 
this one from the 1950s.

History 300 Course Evolved to More
Manageable, Student-Friendly Class

History 300, Andoverʼs 
required U.S. history course, is 
widely recognized as the bane of 
Upper year.  

Though the course is still 
a challenge, both the course 
expectations as well as the 
Academyʼs curriculum have 
changed significantly over the 
past few years to render it more 
“student friendly.” 

Anthony Rotundo, Instructor 
in History and Social Sciences, 
said, “I think because History 300 
has that historical reputation itʼs 
still viewed that way, but if you 
look at peopleʼs grades I think 
you would find that as many or 
more kids struggle with Physics 
or whatever math or language as 
do with history…Itʼs intended to 
set the bar high, but not so high 
that students canʼt clear it.”  

Until the late 1960s, Phillips 
Academy required its students to 
take four years of history courses.  
History 4, as the U.S. history 
course was then known, was the 
final requirement in a series of 
year-long history classes.   

History 4 was a comprehensive 
survey of American history 
known for its high expectations 
and substantial homework 
assignments.  

Though outside sources 
praised the History 4 as one of 
the best courses in the country, 
Dr. Rotundo said, “The people 
in the History Department felt 
that it was a great course, but in 
other departments it was viewed 
as the 800-pound gorilla of the 
curriculum.” 

Instructor in History and Social 
Sciences Victor Henningsen said, 
“[History 4] remains a landmark 
memory for many alumni, but 
more because of the ʻforced 
march  ̓aspect of the course.”

History 4 was such a 
demanding course that it had its 
own wing in the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library until the 1980s.  

The course, however, faced 
a turning point in the late 
1960s after an overhaul of the 
Andover curriculum.  Along 
with many changes to the history 
requirements, the U.S. history 
course was moved to Upper year 
and its workload scaled down to 
that of a “normal” Upper class.   

Though it was no longer the 

same arduous course, U.S. history 
still overwhelmed many students.  

As part of the 1960s curriculum 
changes, Phillips Academy 
significantly reduced its history 
requirements for underclassmen.  
As a result, some student took 
no history classes before being 
confronted with the demanding 
History 300 in Upper year.  

Thus, with some students 
having no prior experience in 
history, History 300 seemed 
insurmountable to many.  

Even more daunting to 
students was the renowned 12-15 
page History 300 research paper.   

The impersonal nature of the 
course added to its reputation.  
For the entire fall term each class 
followed the same strict syllabus 
with a weighty homework load 
from John Garratyʼs history 
textbook.  

The fall term culminated in 
a standard final exam. Students 
wrote their student ID numbers on 
their papers, and the essays were 
graded anonymously.  Thus, no 
student could appeal to his own 
teacher on his exam grade.

In spring term, students were 
given the option of writing a full-
length research paper or writing 
both a shorter paper and a final 
exam.

Dr. Dalton said, 
“Standardization was a problem 
for the teachers, misery was 
a problem for some of the 
students.” 

Mr. Williams, Chair of the 
History Department in the mid-
1980s, pioneered the movement 
towards individual teaching 
programs.  

After much discussion within 

the department, the faculty voted 
to test a new, more individualized 
History 300 course for one year.

Ever since, the History 300 
course has employed a less 
standardized curriculum. 

Since this pivotal change 
in the U.S. history curriculum, 
the History and Social Sciences 
Department has made even more 
adjustments to the notorious 
History 300 course over the past 
10-15 years. 

Dr. Rotundo said, “We canʼt 
expect students to respond to the 
demands of another era.”

Consequently, the History 
and Social Sciences Department 
reduced the length of nightly 
reading assignments.  

Students are also now 
permitted to take U.S. history 
either at the beginning of their 
Upper year or wait until winter 
term of Upper year to begin it 
“off-cycle.” In addition, History 
300 teachers now frequently 
accept re-writes for some essays. 

Though the History and 
Social Sciences Department 
decreased the length of the spring 
term research paper to 5-8 pages, 
current students must both write a 
paper and take a final exam. 

Within History 300 itself, the 
Department has made an effort to 
provide opportunities for students 
to practice research techniques 
and writing skills throughout the 
year.  

“Today the morale of History 
300 teachers is much better, and 
I think our students are happier 
though still well-challenged and 
well-educated in History 300,” 
said Dr. Dalton.

By EMMA WOOD

K. Matsumoto/The Phillipian

Upper Conner Stoldt works on the infamous U.S. History paper.

“There are no guar-
antees anymore in 
the college applica-
tion process.”

-JOHN ANDERSON
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Congratulations to
The Phillipian Board CXXVIII!

You taught us so much. Good Luck.
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If Andover students are anything, we are 
driven. We are driven, driven at a breakneck 
speed (or pace of life, if you will) towards 
the promised land of Success.

I often hear people talking about the 
place called Success, but Iʼm still unclear 
exactly where it is. From what I can piece 
together, I would venture that it is most like-
ly in New York City, or Washington, DC, 
though it might have an enclave in Nantuck-
et or Martha s̓ Vineyard. The scary the thing 
is, I donʼt think anyone in the Class of 2006 
knows where Success is. Iʼll be the fi rst to 
admit that Iʼm worried. This is a problem: 
weʼre all supposed to be going there togeth-
er, and we donʼt even know where the place 
is. How will we fi nd our way?

Ah, wait, I can hear an awesome cho-
rus of my peers with ready remedies for 
my anxiety. “Relax,” they say, “you donʼt 
have to fi nd Success on your own, for weʼre 
driven, you see.  Didnʼt you get the book?”  
All of a sudden, a girl appears and hands me 
a red and white, inches-thick volume enti-
tled The Road to Success: 934 Absolutely 
Necessary Steps to Reserve Your Place in 
Paradise.  Well, now that s̓ a relief.  Iʼm sur-
prised though; I wasnʼt aware that the Princ-
eton Review was in the business of making 
travel guides.

From what I can surmise from the book, 
the only way to get to Success is to take the 
bus.  That s̓ alright though, now we can all 
study along the way.  Herein lies the beauty 
of being driven towards Success.  There s̓ 
no need to keep an eye on the road, no need 
to stress about the myriad uncertainties of 
driving oneself to Success (or even worse, 
having to choose one s̓ own destination.)  
Whoever put this trip together sure is offer-
ing a hell of a deal.  All you have to do is pay 
for your ticket, take the tests, donʼt disturb 
others, say the right things, put the formulas 
into your calculator, donʼt talk to strangers, 
cross your T s̓, dot your I s̓, and pretend you 
actually care about the people and places 
and ideas that rush by your window.  

Most importantly, you should know 
about the bus driver.  No one knows his 
name, so we all just call him the Man.  He s̓ 
always shouting threats back at unruly stu-
dents warning that he can turn the damn bus 
around, and that would end our precious 
fi eld trip pretty damn quick, wouldnʼt it?

We may not all be packed into a real, 
moving vehicle hurtling down some high-
way.  But good old Andover is a bus unto it-
self, a Magic Preparatory School Bus (yʼall 
can guess who Miss Frizzle is).

It s̓ plain to see that most of us are posi-
tively giddy about securing a ride on the 
road to Success.  Not because we are actu-
ally happy right now, but because weʼll be 
happy in 40 years when weʼre the multilin-
gual, multi-talented, multi-home owning 
mandarins that the fates have prescribed us 
to be.

Enough.  I apologize.  I have done the 
wonderful people at this school an injustice.  
I could not be half the person I am today 
without this place.  To harp on in satire 
about the failings of Andover would be trea-
sonous to the students and faculty who have 
enriched my life over the past three years.  It 
would be tragic, however, if I were to part 
ways with this school without sounding the 
call for change.

The time has come for Andover stu-
dents to stop being drive along the paths 
most taken, because none of us are doing 
any better for ourselves by being slaves to 
our grade point averages, Marlys Edwards, 
and the College Counseling Offi ce.

Just forty years ago the youth of Ameri-
ca hopped off the bus and took to the streets 
and changed the world forever.  Our genera-
tion cannot languish as we do now, in apa-
thy and disunion, and expect the world to 
get better on its own.  We cannot for much 
longer be deferent to authority.  We can-
not be fooled into thinking that fi ghting the 
Man is just stupid teenage nonsense, for it 
is the duty of every generation to ask ques-
tions of its elders and demand that they be 
answered.  If ensconced authorities are left 
unchallenged and unaccountable, then our 
generation will have nothing to do but reap 
the manifold whirlwind: dirty wars, tyran-
nical administrators, standardized testing, 
sycophantic media, corrupt government, 
thoughtless bureaucracy, and insurance 
companies.  I donʼt want this to happen.  To 
everyone that s̓ with me: let s̓ stop being 
driven, get the hell off this bus and face up 
to the task at hand.

Working in the Morse basement for 
twelve hours on end. Crossing the quads 
and returning to Taylor at one in the 
morning, galleys in hand. Signing into 
AIM before returning to the Phillipian 
offi ce – nobody else is awake. Surviving 
Thursday in a caffeine-induced daze. 

These are the memories that come to 
mind when I look back over the past four 
years. Taken individually, each memory 
is a moment of intensity, stress, even 
misery. 

But combined, they meld together 
to create the transformative experience 
that has defi ned our time at Andover and 
shaped our perspectives on life. To use 
what has become a tireless cliché: these 
memories combine to create the “Andover 
experience.”

The Andover experience impacts the 
lives of each Phillips Academy student in 
a very real and tangible way. And yet, it 
eludes description or defi nition.  

Nobody can list the traits and 
characteristics of the Andover experience. 
No student can arrive freshman year and 
follow a set path toward the Andover 
experience. And no administrator can 
sit down with faculty and plan out the 
Andover experience. 

It’s something that emerges organically 
from the fabric of the institution. It’s a 
function of the unique atmosphere that 
has characterized this school for decades. 
It’s a direct result of the freedom and 
independence that Andover – unlike so 
many other schools – allows its student 
body. 

Andover doesn’t tell us what activities 
to participate in, what causes to devote 
ourselves to, or what people to spend our 
time with. It doesn’t tell us how to study, 
what to wear, or when to go to sleep. It 
doesn’t censor what we write, or threaten 
us when we speak our mind.  

It trusts us to manage our own lives, 
make our own decisions, and pursue our 
own passions. So each Andover student, 
from the moment he fi rst steps onto 
campus, is shaping his own Andover 
experience. 

For me, it was The Phillipian. When I 
fi rst began writing as a Junior, I had no idea 
that, by the end of my Upper year, it would 
become a 40-hour-per-week commitment 
rife with recurrent controversies, panicked 
attempts to meet deadline, and unending 
drama. I never expected that what began 
as a one-article-per-week commitment 
would morph into the all-consuming focus 
of my extracurricular life. But the Morse 
newsroom drew me in with its irresistible 
gravitational pull. 

And I’m so glad it did. Because 
The Phillipian epitomizes the spirit of 
Andover; its very foundation is a faith 
in the abilities of students to pursue their 
interests without faculty or administrative 
interference. And it was an experience 
unlike any other – a weekly challenge 
with a weekly reward.  

To those on the outside, The Phillipian 
elicits a sense of bewilderment. My 
teachers and family members often mused 
over the fi erce dedication of Phillipian 
writers and editors: why do Phillipian 
board members pump so much time and 
energy into what is, after all, only a high 
school newspaper? 

Similar questions could just as easily 
be asked about Andover students in 
general: why do we spend so much time on 
our various academic and extracurricular 
endeavors, when our counterparts at 
public and private day schools get by with 
so much less? 

The answer, of course, goes back to 
that Andover experience and the degree 
of independence enjoyed by Andover 
students. 

Phillipian editors dedicate themselves 
to the newspaper because they know 
that they – as students – are producing 
something worthwhile that impacts those 
around them. They are vigilant editors 
because they know that they will be 
held accountable not merely to a teacher 
or faculty advisor, but to a readership 
numbering in the thousands. They care 
about the paper because they know that 
their readership trusts them – not their 
teachers – to care.  

“The best thing for a leader, or any person, to do is to assume the 
best intentions in people. This way, you come to realize that deep 

down, every person has a lesson that they can teach to those around 
them.  Andover has helped me learn these principles.” -Ali Siddiqi ʼ06

Dawson Gage  Dan Gabel
COMMENTARY EDITOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF CXXVIII
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 When many underclassmen think of 
their senior year, Senior Spring almost 
immediately pops into their heads.  In 
many ways, Senior Spring is all that it is 
cracked up to be—fun, carefree, and re-
laxing.  Yet, in other ways, it is a time 
of tears as students part with their dear-
est friends and refl ect on their four years 
at Andover.  Memories of the past four 
years race through my mind at this piv-
otal time.  And I realize too, that there are 
many holes in my memory.

I remember meeting Whitney Dublin 
ʼ06 and Rashmi Bhat ʼ06 in freshman 
year dorm, Whitney House. I do not re-
member meeting my best friend, Chichi 
Erondu.  I remember getting my fi rst six 
in biology, but I can not fi gure out how I 
got a three in pre-calculus.  I remember 
visiting Natasha Midgley ʼ05 at George-
town.  However, I cannot remember when 
I stopped being close friends with certain 
members of ̒ 06.  I do not remember when 
I truly felt adjusted to PA, and I do not 
remember how I learned to throw a jav-
elin.  Instead, I remember the highlights 

and low moments of my time here that 
make up all of our unique experiences at 
Phillips.     

At the top of my list is SLAM.  My 
teammates have proven to me that it is 
possible to rise up over adversity, let by-
gones be bygones, and truly function as 
one unit.  From Maria Nkonge ʼ03 to Su-
san Ho ʼ06, individually, each member 
of SLAM, throughout my four years on 
the team, has challenged me personally, 
showing me how to trust and encourag-
ing creativity.  I do not know when I blos-
somed into this dynamic stepper from 
someone barely noticed on the court, but 
I do know that all of you helped me to do 
it.  A good friend of mine, Roxy Matiz 
ʼ06 said, “Goodness Jennifer! Everything 
you do revolves around SLAM,” after 
seeing me focus two art projects on the 
team.   It was then that I realized how 
much SLAM has affected me.  From Jara 

Crear s̓ ʼ08 undeniable happiness to Ash-
ley Calhoun s̓ ʼ06 deep introduction, I am 
going to miss you all.  I am not ready to 
turn over my captaincy, but I am sure that 
you will represent SLAM fully.  I love you 
and remember to keep working hard. 

Stimson Hall has been my second 

home.  I was graciously welcomed to the 
dorm as a lower and still reside there as a 
senior.  The Stimson girls have made my 
stay worthwhile.  When I was named Stu-
dent Activities President, they were there 
to celebrate with me.  When I lost Clus-
ter President Elections, they were there 
to wipe away my tears.  They are always 
two steps ahead of me and never make 
me think twice about asking for help.  
The late night deep conversations, the 
witty comments written on “The Wall,” 
Stimson trains, the fi ghts, the laughs, and 
the love make our personalities shine in 
each other s̓ presence.  You are the sisters 
I never had and always wanted.  To the 
Maqubelas: we all look for people in the 
world to support us like our parents do.  I 
have found that in you.  Seeing you puts 
a smile on my face no matter the circum-
stance.  I only hope that I have given you 
as much joy as you have given me.

On behalf of the Andover communi-
ty, the Efi ngers, the Griffi ths, Mr. Cum-
ming, Coaches Bernieri, Goram, and 
Barris, and the Sykes, I would like to say 
thank you.  I did not know what I got my-
self into when I walked onto this campus 
four years ago, but I sure am happy I did 
it.  The opportunities this school offered 
me to travel, to learn, and to grow are ir-
replaceable.  A lifelong lesson, Andover 
taught me to take risks.  My brother used 
to warn me that I was going to have to 
change to roll with the big dogs at Ando-
ver.  He was wrong.  I don t̓ believe we 
change at Andover.  Instead, we learn 
from each experience, each interaction, 
each moment, and each day at Phillips 
Academy who we really are and are no 
longer afraid to show our true self. 

So there it goes, right before my 
eyes.  It might have seemed like forever 
to me last year, but now the days pass too 
quickly.  I have fallen in love with Senior 
Spring!  

However, the green grass, the red 
brick buildings, the lack of homework, 
the resurgence of familiar faces, and 
the extended Friday night cuarfews, will 
soon be old news, but the friendships and 
lessons learned will last a lifetime.  From 
this, I know all my struggles were worth 
it. 
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In the same way, all Andover students 
undertake their various academic and 
extracurricular endeavors with fi erce 
passion and dedication because their 
independence allows them to pursue 
activities that they care about and believe 
in. They know that since nobody is 
looking over their shoulder, telling them 
when or where to study, the responsibility 
falls on them.  

And it’s this sense of responsibility, 
deeply rooted in student independence, 
that makes the Andover experience so 
intense – and so rewarding. It’s what 
distinguishes Andover from the plethora 
of other boarding schools, making the 
Andover experience different from the 
Taft experience, the Choate experience, 
or the Exeter experience. 

This independence and faith in the 
abilities of students is what has defi ned 
Andover, and yet, its continued status 
at the school is never assured, always 
tentative. As an editor, I felt constant 
pressure to go against a half-century of 
tradition and allow the faculty advisor to 
read text before publication. 

And within the larger student body, 
there is a growing sense that the school’s 
faith in students and respect for student 
independence is eroding. Campus-wide 

polls reveal that a large percentage of 
students perceive a growing rift between 
the student body and the administration. 

Recent administrative decisions – the 
banning of old traditions despite vocal 
student dissent, the restriction of delivery 
times, changes in library study policies, 
continuation of Saturday classes despite 
widespread opposition in both the student 
body and the faculty – seem to provide a 
concrete explanation for the rift’s cause. 

An institution as large and established 
as Phillips Academy necessarily makes 
changes incrementally. And yet these 
incremental changes steer the direction 
of the institution; as with a large ship, 
Andover can’t easily change directions 
once its course has been set. 

The Andover experience is powerful 
and unique, but frighteningly fragile. 
It must be safeguarded by devoted 
students and alumni who recognize 
the transformative potential of student 
independence.  

The Class of 2006 enjoyed the 
Andover experience at its fullest. Our 
independence allowed us to shape our 
own Phillips Academy careers. We created 
intense, often overwhelming, experiences 
for ourselves. At times, we didn’t think 
we’d make it. And yet, we survived. And 
the intensity of what we survived makes 
it all the more rewarding. 

Stepping Up to the Plate
Jennifer Meacham

SLAM

Each person has 
different activities 
and aspects that 

defi ne their expe-
rience here.

Continued from Page B1, Column 5
Dan Gabel

Learning to walk 
is far more diffi -
cult than fl ying

Learning to Walk on Solid Ground

How different is Andover from the 
rest of the world? Its student body is a 
multinational agglomeration of dispa-
rate backgrounds and viewpoints, and 
its curriculum spans the global oeuvre of 
knowledge.  The Academy strives to im-
bue its graduates with a certain earthly 
awareness through its unique combina-
tion of all-inclusive formalized educa-
tion and the day-to-day civics of coexist-
ing with, say, Alejandro Castro ʻ06 and 
Jae Kyo Han ʻ06. We are, ostensibly, the 

mirror of the world and yet we mimic it 
not at all. Everyone I have talked to in 
the past four years has described the de-
fi ning moment of his or her Andover ca-
reer: middle-school whizzes, we arrive 
at the Academy expecting the continua-
tion of our hitherto unchallenged ascent 
towards brilliance until, Icarus-like, our 
waxwings begin to melt in the clammy 
classrooms of Morse or Sam Phil. Mi-
raculously, a majority of these students 
do not plummet into the sea. I, for ex-
ample, had a brief nervous breakdown in 
Mr. Smith s̓ fi rst period section of Math 
190. 

The test had not been especially diffi -
cult up to that point, but this problem ap-
peared unfamiliar, unusual, Byzantine. I 
stared at the blank page in my blue book, 
glancing back and forth between its vir-
gin college-ruled lines and the exam, 
the palpitations of fear slowly rising in 
my throat. Something about a barn, its 
area, a plan for reconstruction...I ticked a 
pencil nervously against my arm. Sweat 
formed on my brow, trickling down my 

forehead and into my eyes, salt stinging. 
My brain began to hurt. Leaning down to-
wards the exam to get a better look at the 
question, I saw the wording dissolve into 
hieroglyphics. All meaning evaporated 
from the paper. Alarmed, I surveyed the 
classroom only to fi nd an indistinct as-
sembly of colored smudges in lieu of my 
peers, the omnipresent and oppressive 

clicking of lead and calculator buttons 
reverberating against the interior of my 
skull. My breath left me and I fell from 
my chair gasping. Like some emaciated 
castaway, I dragged my body across the 
dank carpet to the base of Mr. Smith s̓ 
desk. “I need to go to Isham,” I wheezed 
invisibly from the fl oor. “What s̓ the 
problem?” the teacher asked, his gravel 

baritone thundering overhead. 
What was the problem? This, too, I 

was unclear about. I had never felt so sick 
in my life and yet the wave of nausea, the 
burning cheeks, the failure of the lungs 
had all been brought on by a slightly dif-
fi cult mathematics problem concerning 
agricultural architecture. Had Andover 
made me a hypochondriac? Had I be-

come so comfortable in my apathetic 
academic ease that any disruption of the 
order yielded a crippling psychosomatic 
fuss? Instead of explaining my dilemma 
to Mr. Smith, I decided instead to list my 
symptoms: headache, indigestion, sweat-
ing, blindness, dizziness. I warned him 
that if I did not see a doctor soon, I might 
develop a limp and a speech impediment. 
“You should probably leave,” said the in-
structor, pointing to the door. 

Somewhere between the library and 
Main Street I noticed my ailment lifting. 
It was a gorgeous day in October, the sky 
a clear blue and the leaves that quintes-
sential postcard mixture of reds and yel-
lows. I entered Isham, described what 
had happened to the receptionist and was 
escorted to an examination room. After 
a series of unconvincing tests involving 
tongue depressors and cotton balls, I 
raised my head from the cot and asked 
my attending nurse what had happened. 
“Panic attack,” she replied and made a 
check on her clipboard. There was no 
further explanation. I was given a bottle 
of Sudafed and told to go back to class. 
The entire episode, from onset to de-
briefi ng, lasted 45 minutes. 

Although I have yet to experience 
a reprise of what I have since dubbed 
“mathemattacks,” the perspective gained 
from fl eeing the examination in fear not 
only humbled me but forced a reevalu-
ation of what to expect from Andover. 
PA has not been, as I expected it would 
be when I was 14, the extension of some 
preconceived arc towards success. Rath-
er, it has been the break in that bridge, 
the resultant and necessary leap of faith. 
The test did not make me sick that day, 
but my preoccupation with self-expecta-
tions, my need to see beyond the process 
towards whatever end I had envisioned 
eroded over time my sense of purpose. 
It was that presumptuous inclination 
that I purged halfway between Morse 
and Isham. I thank Andover for making 
me ill so that I could be illuminated, for 
obliterating my waxwings in favor of 
two feet planted fi rmly on the ground. 

Ben Lasman
PANIC ATTACK
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Senior Reflections

Andover. I am still in its grasp, and 
so, asked to reflect on my time here, I 
cannot make sweeping generalities of 
my experience. It is still divided up into 
a million little moments of intensity. 
Revisiting the memories that formed my 
past three years, I came up with a few 
that I hope speak more truthfully of my 
experience than a few generalities ever 
could.

I see myself in bed on a Saturday 
morning, eating a loaf of zucchini bread 
over graph paper, scattered with equa-
tions and crumbs. My hand is poised, the 
graphite tip millimeters from the page, 
as my eyes scan the equations blankly. 
Itʼs October, and I am a new Lower. I am 
recovering from West Nile Virus (be-
lieve it or not), and my hand is shaking 
as a result of the drugs. I do chemistry 
homework on Saturday mornings. I ache 
for home. I desperately want the bright 
red 72 to disappear from my chemistry 
test. And I want friends too. 

We are sprawled across the carpet in 
Steinbach lobby, limbs over limbs, stom-
achs rising and falling, a mass a bleary 
eyed youth. We ponder the location of 
one of our members, and decide it would 
be best to give this person a verbal lacer-
ation upon their arrival. Slowly we rise 
and stand in a circle. Shaking out our 
limbs in unison, we prepare to rehearse. 
We call ourselves Under the Bed. We do 
improv comedy, and we collapse with 
laughter, in love with each other.

With my free hand, I let my stiff, salty 
ponytail out as I walk back to my dorm 
in the twilight. My socks are starting to 
itch in my sneakers, as I stride along 
with my violin slung over my shoulder. 
It is 7:50 and it is still light out. Orches-
tra just let out, track was over two hours 
before. It is Upper Spring. Iʼm supposed 
to be miserable, but I am relishing ev-
ery long, clear breath. Looking up, I see 
him approaching and smile. We meet by 
the brick wall lined by sand, worn by so 
many feet, and kiss. 

“You taste funny,” he says.
“Oh,” I laugh, just making out his 

squinting eyes in the fading light, “I 
havenʼt bathed”. 

Computer pixels dance before my 
eyes as trails of black letters swerve 
across the monitor. I shift my droop-
ing eyes towards my clock. Glaring red 
numbers read- “2:17”.

 “2/17,” I think to myself, “The day 
I was born.” Deep in the pit of my an-
noyed, exhausted soul, I feel a bubble 
pop. As I sit there, with a furrowed 
brow, my mouth sagging open, a giggle 
slips through my lips. Floating to the 
surface, my hiccups of laughter pop like 
iridescent, opal bubbles. I erupt in a fit 
of giggles. Slouching back in my stern, 
wooden chair I let my worried, hunched 
muscles relax. It is senior fall. I am al-
most out of the trenches.

Bulfinch Hall, mid-morning. We 
are crunched together in wooden desks 
made with desktops only big enough for 
an arm, and maybe a pencil if you are 
lucky. A book open in our laps, Mr. P 
says, “Ok guys, lets DIG!”

And we begin to peel through the 
layers of meaning scratched out in ink 
across the pages.

Athletic buses. Banana and peanut 
butter sandwiches. Anxiety plagues my 
intestines. My muscles seem to ache 
even though they havenʼt yet moved. 
Why do I do this again? People are 
shouting in my ear, and I can smell the 
hard plastic of the bus seats, as I bounce 
up and down. My brain rattles. God, 
sports are overrated. And then I am out 
there with everyone, cheers swimming 
through my veins, and I take flight. 

Thank you Andover for three years I 
will never forget.

The PA Career of a Champion
I came to Phillips Academy as a new 

Lower into Adams Hall from Southern 
California ready to take on new challenges 
and have new experiences. Coming from 
a public school, I did not have the oppor-
tunity to be a part of the many activities 
I did while I was at Phillips Academy. I 
was not surrounded by the same type of 
people at my previous school either. I have 
been privileged to have made many close 
friendships with many amazing people 
during my time at PA. 

As a member of the volleyball, swim-
ming, and water polo teams, I have not 
only played with excellent athletes, but 
with people whom I have enjoyed spend-
ing my afternoons and Saturdays with 
during practices and games. During my 
Lower Fall, our volleyball team went un-
defeated and we became New England 
Champions. I was so excited about beat-
ing favored Taft during the 5th game to 
become champions, that I did not think 
anything could be so sweet...that is, until 
the end of swim season arrived. 

Swim season had its ups and downs 
for me, of course the ups were getting in 
shape for my main sport, water polo, and 
being part of Sʼwomen. I can t̓ forget the 
downside though either: not shaving dur-
ing the season and feeling your hair freeze 
as soon as you step outside. Not shaving 
wasn t̓ so bad though, because pants are 
the clothing article of choice during New 
England winters anyways. But, I have no 
reconciliation about the haircicles. By the 
end of our season it was predicted that we 
would come in second at Interschols be-
hind Hopkins, but with our outstanding 
performance and effort, we came out on 
top of Hopkins by one point. That power-
ful one point named us the New England 
Champions of 2004. 

I had two Championships down and 
one season to go. In 2003 the water polo 
team had placed 8th in New England, but 
with the addition of some experienced play-
ers and some more with a lot of determina-

tion, the team was ready to fight back. Our 
training began with a spring break trip to 
Northern California for a weeklong boot-
camp. Though we occasionally managed 
to get to the Stanford mall, the Chang s̓ 
lawn to tan, or hold costume dance parties, 
we played a lot of water polo. By the end 
of the trip we had bonded as a team, each 
girl knew at least the fundamentals of the 
game, and we were all a couple of shades 
darker. The season went much better than 
the previous one had: we placed 4th. Al-
though I didn t̓ finish my Lower year as 
a tri-New England Champion, I feel that 
I helped the water polo team improve, so 

that was a success in itself.  
Along with athletics, living in the 

quads has been a large part of my experi-
ence at Phillips Academy.  Whether there 
were 10 of us lying on the hammock, play-
ing on the slip and slide, lying in the baby 
pools, or sitting on lawn chairs while sip-
ping mocktails while doing homework, 
West Quad South brought a little relax-
ation to the hectic pace of life we endure 
at Phillips Academy. I loved serving as 
female Disciplinary Representative for 
WQS because I felt that I eased the process 
for those who unfortunately had to meet in 
Tucker House, at least a little before their 

DC. I had a great time working with Clus-
ter President Liz Slaughter ʼ06, male DC 
Representative John Badman ʼ06, Senior 
Representative Dan Bacon ̓ 06, and Social 
Functions Head Jung-Min Son ʼ06 in the 
WQS Cluster positions. 

Iʼve had a great time and grown a lot 
as an individual at Phillips Academy, and 
would like to thank my parents for let-
ting me go all the way across the nation 
at the young age of 15, as well as my great 
teachers whom Iʼve learned a tremendous 
amount from, and I can t̓ forget my friends 
who have made my time here very enjoy-
able and memorable. 

Parla Alpan
OUT OF BREATH

Driving Forces
Walking on the shaded, pine 

needle-ridden path beneath Elson, 
I got to thinking about Andover.  
Though it s̓ true that every student 
brings something slightly different 
to the community and takes some-
thing unique away, our experiences 
nevertheless bind us together. 

Andover manifests itself in my 
life and the lives of my classmates 
as tiny microcosms of the bigger 
Phillips Academy we all came for.  
After four years of forging my own 
personal relationship with Phil-
lips, I sometimes find it difficult 
to see the greater picture that our 
varried experiences compose.  The 
school breaks us down and builds 
us up in many ways, but somehow 
we all come away with something 
in common.  I have taken a mo-
ment to try and understand exactly 
what that bond is and how the hell 
I came to be part of it.

Climbing the hill as a 14 year-
old from Montana, I had no idea 
what I was getting myself into.  I 
was not prepared for New Eng-
land, let alone Phillips Academy.  
New Englanders said “soda” in-
stead of “pop.”  P.A. people had 
an odd obsession with something 
called “punctuality.”  Feeling more 
foreign than my Hong Kong room-
mate, I began my Andover career 
in a blur of bluekeys, quarter-fed 
washing machines, and Commonsʼ 
“froyo”.  I do not have many clear 
memories of those initial weeks at 
Andover, but I still recall my very 
first encounter with what the school 
would come to mean to me.  

September 11th, 2002, was hot 
and humid and so was I. In the 
first all-school meeting I ever at-
tended, I sat uncomfortably beside 
a big, unknown faculty member 
and looked down from the balcony 
onto my new family.  Suddenly, an 
immense roar overtook the cha-
pel as the senior class entered in a 
prideful fury.  The noise inspired 
awe for about five minutes and 
then I wanted to sit down and stop 
clapping.  

Finally, a member of the his-
tory department took his place at 
the podium.  From the balcony, I 
watched him address pew after 
pew of my classmates.  He spoke 
eloquently and with heart about 
new beginnings, about life in the 
aftermath of that same day the pre-
vious year, and finally about the 
obligation we all shared by virtue 
our presence at Andover.  

This serious man with an 
equally serious beard was the first 
teacher to ever addressed my peers 
and me as responsible adults, as 
comrades even.  In contrast, the last 
all-school assembly I remembered 
from Sacajawea Middle School in-
volved a lecture about putting gum 
in the trash-cans instead of under 
the lunch benches.  Here, a man 
stood before us and spoke of our 
place in the world with the confi-
dence that we not only could, but 
also would make lasting change in 

the future.  I had never seen any-
thing like it.

Four years later, I now own 
that same pride that erupted from 
the class of 2003. 

I have made other gains as well.  
I have learned about mitosis, the 
Mongols, and James Joyce.  I can 
participate in rational discourse, 
spot weld, and whistle (kind of).  
I have jumped from a roof beam 
in the gym, fallen asleep on the 
great lawn, and kissed a boy on 
the Tang stage.  I have watched 
friends leave, celebrated birthdays, 
and grieved deaths.  I now see that 
through all of this, one predomi-
nant lesson has surfaced.  That 
lesson began in the Chapel almost 
four years ago.  

From the moment I matriculat-
ed here, Andover has taught me to 
expect more from others and my-
self, not just in the classroom but 
in all parts of life.  Through study-
ing and living in this community, 
all the excuses I once had for my 
ignorance and inaction dissolved.  
In their place came that thing that 
unites us all.  It is a standard that 
brought us here and kept us here, 
a nagging voice in the back of our 
heads that says “No, ʻsufficientʼ is 
not good enough.  Youʼve got to do 
your best.” At times I have hated 
that voice.  

I have tried almost anything to 
shut it up.  But in spite of incon-
venience, I think that perhaps this 
affliction is the best thing Andover 
gives to its alumni, and that myste-
rious element that unites us.

Emma Dorsey
UNITY

Flying with Friends
Earlier this term as I was traveling back to 

school after visiting California for a few days, I 
happened to sit behind an Andover graduate on the 
flight back.  I didnʼt meet him until the plane had 
landed at Logan and the passengers were getting 
off.   He knew I was an Andover student because, 
as I walked into the plane aisle, he saw my An-
dover Gymnastics hat (no there is no Gymnastics 
team at Andover, I just happened to find the hat in 
the stockroom one day).  So, he asked me if I went 
to Andover and we began talking for a while as we 
waited in the back of the plane to get off. 

So it turns out that this guy was an Andover 
graduate, class of ʼ96.  We talked about all the 
teachers he had, how he lived in Stearns for three 
years, and if commons food was still “stellar” as it 
has always been.  He told me that his tenth reunion 

was coming up and that he planned return to cam-
pus in June; he told me that he was curious to see 
if the campus had changed at all, as he hadnʼt been 

back since he graduated.  Before I knew, we were 
both finally walking off the airplane, onto the jet 
way.  Once we walked into the terminal, we said 
goodbye and went our separate ways. We never did 
formally introduce ourselves, but that wasnʼt an is-
sue to me; our common Andover bond made me 

feel as if I knew this man already. 
During my four years at Andover, Iʼve come 

to discover that regardless of where you go, in the 
United States or abroad, you r̓e bound to meet an 
Andover alum or some person with connections 
with the academy.  That s̓ what I love about Ando-
ver: the minute you matriculate here, you become 
part of a family not only for four years, but for a 
lifetime. 

Iʼm glad that I came to this school and I look 
forward to being as connected to this campus as 
humanly possible until the day I die.  But it s̓ quite 
sad knowing that I will never be able to relive the 
four years Iʼve spent here on Andover Hill.

Iʼm not saying that I want to experience the hell 
they call Upper Spring again, but it scares me that 
I wonʼt be spending my Saturday nights at Ryley 
anymore.  It saddens me that I wonʼt be lounging on 
the Great Lawn or in front of Sam Phil come next 
spring.  It s̓ going to be weird not stopping by Mr. 
Williamsʼ room next year and just talking with him 

for no real reason.   
I canʼt imagine not going to Isham every once 

and a while to see my advisor Dr. Keller and ask-
ing him if heʼll take me and the other advisees out 
to dinner sometime. Most importantly, it s̓ going 
to be sad not being in the presence of all the great 
friends Iʼve made here, not only in the Class of ʻ06, 
but in the classes of ʼ07, ʼ08, and ʼ09. Iʼve known 
that graduation was always in my future and my 
time to leave would eventually come, but I never 
imagined that it would arrive this quickly. 

In the words of the old English proverb, “all 
good things must come to an end.”  I guess we all 
have to come to accept that fact and move on. And 
Iʼm sure that I will feel at home at college soon 
enough.  

Iʼll still feel nostalgic for Andover though; 
when Iʼm an Andover alum ten years from now 
and an Andover student is sitting in front of me 
on a plane, Iʼll be sure to talk to him or her, for a 
friend of Andover is a friend of mine.

Dan Bacon 
EXTENDED FAMILY

The PA community 
isnʼt just limited to An-
dover Hill, itʼs a global 

network.

Rosie duPont
REMEMBERING

Glimpses 
of the 
Past
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But lately it s̓ occured to me...

Iʼve spent the past four year getting used to PA- finding my “niche”, figuring out how to make the best memories, learning how to balance Riley Room with homework, realizing if I even 
valued that balance.  My experience has been a constant learning process.  Now, in the PA spirit of sharing knowledge, Iʼm ready to pass on some things that Iʼve learned here.  Maybe if 
you do these 10 things before you graduate, you will love this school as much as I do.  Maybe if you knew these 10 things I wish I knew before I came to PA, your experience here will 
be as smooth and as blissful as Commons FroYo. Yum!

10 Things to do before you graduate: 
1. Fail a test. Take a course that stretches you THAT much.  Maybe youʼll even realize that the 
world goes on. 
2. Go sledding on trays from Commons (and donʼt mention that I suggested it). 
3. Perform.  In a show. 
4. See if you can get Mrs. Chase to know your name (or the name of your brother and sister 
who also went here). 
5. Meet a new best friend in Isham. 
6. Call yourself a mathlete. 
7. Go to a Riley Dance even when you really donʼt want to. 
8. Go to Lawrence.  Gain perspective at how privileged we are at P.A.  Maybe youʼll even make 
a friend who you can take with you to Bertuccis!
9. Pull an all-nighter for no reason.  You might need some chocolate and friends to help you 
out. 
10. Look up.  At the sky.  When youʼre walking around campus.  Too many kids look down at 
the path when they walk.  Just look up.  You can do it.

10 Things I wish someone told me before I came to PA: 
1. When a guy wants to take a walk in the Sanctuary, itʼs not just because he wants to 
look for birds. 
2. How to do laundry. 
3. When PAPS asks you to get out of the car, they mean get out of the car. 
4.  Seriously, blondes can be on SLAM. 
5. When you slip outside of Sam Phil and no one is around, someone will be watching 
from the math building. 
6. Younger people, especially younger brothers, can be way cooler than you. 
7. The University of Virginia is in Virginia. 
8. Christmas music is the best study music.  And the best shower party music.  And the 
best dance party music. 
9.  When you drop a tray in commons, people donʼt clap because they like your out-
fit. 
10.  The easier it is to get used to something, the harder it is to leave it.

 By Ali Holliday

Andover Everywhere
Sunday, December 11, 2005, 3:32 

a.m.
As soon as you clear customs and 

head toward the open doors, you know 
youʼre in India.  The cloudy pre-dawn 
haze of dust compounds the organic 
scents of life that overcome the senses, 
seeping into your pores.  The scores of 
vintage black taxicabs take you back fif-
ty years but the billboards for Deutsche 
Bank financial planning and SG mobile 
plans jolt you back to the India of the 
twenty-first century.

Already, I can tell that India is a 
land of dichotomies—of contradictions.  
There is no mistake that this was a Brit-
ish colony—there is an intrinsic, natural 
colonial feel that South Asia conjures 
interlaced with powerful signs of inde-
pendence.  Cell phones light up in slums 
while the walls of India s̓ multinational 
high-tech research and development 
compounds have been adaptively reused 
as the rear wall for makeshift houses. 

More than anything, this is a land of 
adventure, of inspiration, of unlimited 
possibilities.  

Since 1911, the Gateway of India has 
presided over the Indian Ocean in the 
southern tip of Mumbai as a beacon of 
welcome to those who venture into the 
country.  It was a pleasantly warm night 
in Mumbai this past December when a 
group of Andover students and I first laid 
eyes upon what is perhaps the subconti-
nent s̓ most symbolic monument.  As I 
stood at the base, overlooking the twilit 
pink glow of the unfathomable depths 
of the Indian Ocean through the impos-
ing stone arch, I realized that I was, in 
a metaphorical sense, looking into the 
unknown extents of my own future.  Be-
hind me, was everything I knew to be 
real—the dusty streets of the city that I 
had been exploring for nearly two weeks.  
I realized right there, several blocks down 

the streets from the Colaba markets, that 
even in the middle of Mumbai, thousands 
of miles from Sam Phil, Commons, and 
the Quads, that the reach of the Ando-
ver community extends to every corner 
of our world.  From the Andover alums 
we met on the plane to the parents of an 
Andover graduate that housed us in their 
compound, the Andover network would 
always be with us, no matter where our 
lives happened to take us.  

Looking back to September 8, 2002, 
a beautiful autumn day, when I took my 
first anxious steps as a student on the 
sunlit campus, I could hardly imagine 
that one day I would be sitting here in 
Taylor Hall, a month away from gradu-
ation, looking back on the successes and 
disappointments, the late night frustra-

tion and the early morning excitement 
of the Andover experience.  June 4, 2006 
has always seemed like a dim light at the 
end of a long tunnel, a destination that we 
would never reach.  Yet all of a sudden, 
the timeless whirlwind of four years of 
suspended animation is drawing to an ex-
tremely tangible close.  It is daunting, in 
fact, knowing that once we leave, we will 
not return ever again joyous and rested 
after a vacation to catch up with the 
friends that we have grown up with, the 
friends that we love more than anything.  

In India, however, I realized that the 
further you get away from campus, the 
stronger the Andover bonds seem to feel.  
It is comforting to know that the memo-
ries weʼve shared in the past years will 
not wane in the coming years after we re-

turn home this June to head our separate 
ways.  Instead, we will look back fondly 
and continue to create more memories 
as we share our lives with the people we 
bonded with in what was for many of us 
our first real and formative time away 
from home. 

 Over the course of our time here, 
Andover became our home and our 
friends and teachers became our family.  
Now that the end is in sight, it is clearer 
than ever, that yes, the end does depend 
on the beginning.  

To the Class of 2006 and all the 
teachers who got me where I am to-
day: Godspeed.  I will cherish the time 
we spent together and the memories we 
shared.  And as for tomorrow, the jour-
ney continues.  

Charlie Frentz
OVERSEAS

Graduates will miss some things more than others. 

Keep on Truckin̓
Six members of the Class of 2006 

will graduate with shrapnel in their but-
tocks.  Andover presents such a challeng-
ing environment that after living through 
it, we feel sort of like Vietnam or Iraqi 
veterans. Everyone knows there s̓ a high 
attrition rate, but we r̓e stronger because 
of the hardships that we overcome while 
we r̓e here. 

There have been some trying times, 
but, as youʼll see, weʼve made it through 
them.  

One muggy spring day, on a trip into 
Boston, George Pratt ʼ06, Blake Hawk 
ʼ06 and I went to compete in the New 
England Japan Bowl, a regional com-
petition for high school students study-
ing Japanese.  After months of sedulous 
studying, we were riding the T from 
North Station to Boston College, when 
a group of hooded men in ski masks, 
armed with semiautomatic weapons, slid 
through the doors of the subway at Ken-
more Square and accosted us.  With steel 
gun-barrels jammed into our temples, 
they forced us off the train into a black 
car with unmarked plates.  We were 
blindfolded.  When our blindfolds were 
removed, we found ourselves in a tene-
brous apartment.  As we would discover, 
we had fallen into the stalwart grip of al 
Qaeda.  We were held hostage for three 
days, until Don Barry and Jesse Jackson, 
Mr. Barry s̓ roommate at Yale Divinity 
school, came to negotiate for our lives 

and eventual release. 
In the blustery snowstorm of 2005, 

Hunter Thunell ̓ 06 and I found ourselves 
trapped inside Taylor Hall, the paths too 
snowy to leave the dorm.  Starved of 
food, our stomachs growled overtures.   
We played some hockey in the hallway 
to try to pass the time but found that the 
exercise only compounded our raven-
ousness.  Trying to assuage our hunger 
pains, we looked at pictures of food on 
the Internet, but our voraciousness be-
came only more insatiable. 

Finally, the walls, perhaps reminis-
cent of the frosting on a wedding cake, 
began to look appetizing.  We found 
ourselves eating the paint off them. Un-
fortunately, since our dorm hadnʼt been 
renovated for over a century, the paint 
turned out to be lead-based. We spent the 
remainder of the term in Massachusetts 
General Hospital -- comatose.   The doc-
tors considered disconnecting us from 
artificial life support systems, but, in a 
stroke of uncommon luck, Senate Major-
ity Leader Bill Frist, who happened to be 
Hunter s̓ godfather, intervened, hooked 
us back into our machinery, and saved 
our young lives.

After finishing a long night of study-
ing for one of Dr. Watt s̓ Physics 580 
tests in mid-November, I turned out the 

lights and shut my eyelids, closing my-
self off from the world.  Time passed 
indefinitely.  TWEET! TWEET! pierced 
the silence.  I hit the snooze button on my 
alarm clock but to no avail.  The sound, 
indefatigable in its shrillness, persisted.  
As I came to my senses, I realized that 
it was the terrible rancor of a bomb raid 
siren.  Suddenly, the building shook.  My 
poster of Anna Kournikova, so lovingly 
lofted to its perch, toppled from its ped-
estal, along with my computer and other 
valuable possessions.  As it would turn 
out, I got the lucky break.  When the dust 
cleared, my roommate, Ben Levenback 
ʼ06, noticed he was no longer standing in 
his room in our suite, as all four walls as 
well as the ceilings collapsed.  Our furni-
ture and beds were rubble. We spent the 
next year huddled into my smaller room, 
sleeping on the floor, not enough room to 
even turn over in our nightmares.  

As Seniors, Faisal Kassam ʼ06, Al-
exander Schmidt ʼ06 and I finally decid-
ed that we needed to cut back and have 
some fun over Spring Term after all the 
calamities we had endured by camping in 
Aruba.  Telling ghost stories around the 
campfire, I fabricated a tale  -- uncharac-
teristically -- of a witch who roamed the 
woods, magically turning the young and 
naive into various household objects, a 
paper towel roll, a toothbrush or some 
soap.  When we awoke the next morning, 
Alexander Schmidt was gone.  The only 
thing that was left was his Andover Nal-
gene bottle.  A tsunami may have washed 
him away, but no one really knows.    

In the winter of 2004, Samuel Bris-
coe IV attempted to extort Mr. Chase 
into altering the transcript and the SAT 
scores for his prized progeny, Samuel 
Briscoe V ʻ04, so that young Sam would 
gain entry to Princeton.  Briscoe IV 
threatened Mr. Chase with death if he 
failed to comply.  When Mr. Chase re-
fused to submit to such corruption and 
avarice, Briscoe IV staked him out and 
knew that he went to lunch with me ev-
ery week at Yama.  When Briscoe IV 
entered through the glass double doors 
of Yama, I saw a crazed look in his eye, 
like that of Norman Bates in Psycho, 
and I knew, from my accumulating An-
dover experiences, that an assassination 
was afoot.  In a matter of milliseconds, 
I leapt out of my chair and took the bul-
let intended for Mr. Chase bullet in my 
left buttock, making myself part of quite 
an elite group of Phillips Academy stu-
dents.    

Indeed, I have been disemboweled, 
poisoned, tortured, abducted (twice), 
shot, extorted, battered, assaulted, de-
fenestrated, robbed, brainwashed by a 
cult, and confronted with innumerable 
lethal situations in the last four years of 
my PA career.  But my experience has 
been nothing compared to many others, 
especially people who rowed crew.  The 
environment at Andover is not for the 
spoiled, the comfortable and the trepid of 
heart. Only the brave and fortunate can 
prevail through this preparatory trial.

No matter how steep and arduous the 
path of life may become, our spirits have 
been pushed to the limits of their endur-
ance so frequently here that we r̓e ready 
for anything the world may throw at us.  

Over the last four years, a member 
of the Class of 2006 had a 13.4% chance 
of being killed and a 25.45% chance of 
being wounded when crossing the Great 
Lawn.  A moment of silence for the fall-
en.

Let us never forget where we came 
from and hope we remember where we r̓e 
going.  I wish everyone Godspeed.  

Palmer Rampell
DAMAGED GOODS
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what a long strange trip it s̓ been
With a Little Help from my Friends

My three years at Andover are a 
blur of memories: late nights and ear-
ly mornings in the basement of Morse 
Hall, quick escapes to Fuddruckers, 
sunny afternoons lounging on the Great 
Lawn, long hours in the dark Freeman 
“airport lounge” Room of the library, 
treks downtown in the snow, and eve-
nings spent procrastinating in Ryley. 

The experience is different for each 
of us, but there is one thing that we all 
agree on: attending Phillips Academy is 
not a normal high school experience. 

Andover breaks its students down to 
their anticipated point of collapse, and 
then pushes them even further. There 
were many times when I thought I was 
at my breaking point, that I could not 
go on, and then things just got harder. 
But it was in those moments when I 
formed the best connections with my 
classmates. 

Finals week winter term, after mul-
tiple all-nighters and a final paper still 
left to write, my friend and I sat on the 
floor of her room at two in the morn-
ing wondering how how we could get 
through the night. Together, in that half-
asleep, so-tired-that-it-hurts-to-close-
your-eyes state of mind, we screamed 
in frustration, drank diet Pepsi, and mo-
tivated each other to finish our papers. 
The only way I got through the night 
was because I had someone, right next 
door, with whom I could commiserate. 

That is the beauty of Andover – what 
you are going through, someone else 
is going through it, too; when you are 
freaking out and just need to scream, 
there is someone else who will scream 
right along with you. Because the An-
dover experience is so abnormal, the 
experiences we share create the kinds 
of connections with each other that are 
unparalleled. 

Even now, after 28 published news-
papers, three months on crutches, 11 
all-nighters, and nine remarkable terms, 
my idea of Andover is not of the things I 
failed to do, but instead of the moments 
in which I connected with others in a 
very unique-to-Andover way.

As I page through my memories of 
Andover, many stand out: 

Meeting up with three of my 
friends at a restaurant near the Champs 
dʼElysees in Paris last summer and then 
going to a club on the Left Bank; 

Eating lunch twice a week and 
speaking completely in French with a 
French Kemper Scholar; 

Breaking my foot at the begin-
ning of Winter Term and knowing that 
whenever I went to Commons, someone 
would offer to get my food for me; 

Jumping off the side of the stadium 
after our last home football game Senior 
year and running around yelling “weʼre 
going to the s̓hip!”; 

And watching the sun set with my 
friend after a big snowstorm – not a 
footprint in the snow, the sky purple 
and yellow and orange – from my Paul 
Revere window the day that Senior 
Fall Term ended, realizing that we had 
somehow survived and life would never 
again be as difficult as what we had just 
gone through.

These snapshots fool me; they seem 
to stop time, bringing me back to some 
of the best moments of the past three 
years – but only for a second - because 
the journey never ends and life contin-
ues, whether or not I am ready for it.  
And so, as time propels me forward into 
the next adventure of four years at col-

lege, I realize that no matter how many 
times I complained about how boring 
Saturday nights in the Ryley Room were 
or how many hours of sleep I sacrificed 
to put out The Phillipian each week, 
there is nowhere else I would spent the 
past three years. 

Andover changed me. It made me 
tougher and fearless, but at the same 
time more compassionate and aware 
of the moment. It made me cherish the 
good times and taught me that no matter 
how bad life may get, I will always man-
age to survive. And above all, Andover 
gave me the opportunity to connect with 
people on a much deeper level. 

The uniqueness, the challenges, the 
connections: these are the essence of 
the Andover experience. It changes us 
all, makes us into stronger and more re-
silient people. But most importantly, it 
gives us the kind of lasting connections 
that make our high school experience 
richer and more complete than anything 
we ever could have expected. 

Merit Webster
LOOKING BACK

Thanks For the Memories

Goodbye, Phillipian.

Goodbye to Kenny, 
Mrs. Scott, and that 
PAPS guy who came down sometimes,

Goodbye to News, Commentary, Liv-
ing Arts (thank you very much), Sports, 
Photo and Features,

Goodbye to covenants, walking cam-
pus eerily deserted,

Goodbye to all-nighters, deadlines, 
crappy articles, and nonexistent pictures,

Goodbye too-hot, too-cold room,
To think, before I was an associate, I 

thought that such were for the Saints.

Goodbye to the Newsroom table, with 
its days-old ʻTuccis, Yama and flat diet 
Pepsi,

Goodbye, [resulting] strange smells—
is that cheese? What is that?

Goodbye to the diet Red Bull tower,
Goodbye to random old school ski 

poles and Gabel̓ s chewed-up pencils,
Goodbye to Meg s̓ toilet paper-

wrapped llama,
Much Madness is 

divinest sense.

Goodbye to Dawson s̓ subwoofer, 
blaring the soundtrack to our lives:

Goodbye to Beatles singalongs—will 
we remember when we r̓e 64?

Goodbye to Moby s̓ “Porcelain,”
Goodbye to Thriller,
Goodbye to 12 AM dance parties,
Wild Nights – Wild Nights!

Goodbye, unidentified sticky sub-
stance,

Goodbye to the ugly yellow wall—we 
never did get around to re-painting,

Goodbye to a lot of hard work—you 
don t̓ get it unless youʼve been a part of 
it,

Goodbye to the Nation s̓ Oldest Sec-
ondary School Newspaper,

Goodbye, typos.
We dealt our pretty words like blades.

Goodbye to Gabel, the King of It All,
Goodbye to I-know-youʼll-be-a-fa-

mous-photographer-one-day, Sam Hall,
Goodbye to Ceej, my partner in 

crime,
Goodbye to Merit, the Queen of In-

Design,
Goodbye to Dawson, Mayor of Com-

mentary Castle,
Goodbye to Melissa, the true Phillip-

ian vassal,
Goodbye to Eliza, the sweetest hu-

man dictionary,
Goodbye to Badman, sometimes you 

were scary (but it wouldn t̓ have been the 
same without you),

Goodbye to Derek—Iʼll never forget 
when you took off your pants,

Goodbye to Touhey—Touhey? 
Touhey! For the last time Touhey...

Goodbye to Justin—that guy who 
took pictures for Features,

Goodbye to Gabe—I always enjoyed 
your creatures,

Goodbye to Gordon—although I nev-
er saw you,

Goodbye to Parag—ads, movies, but 
unofficial technology, too,

Goodbye to Katie—at least one of us 
got some sleep,

Goodbye to Andres—now, about that 
receipt...

Goodbye to Meg—I love you.

Goodbye CXXVIII, and thanks for 
all the memories.

Let me lie down between eleven and 
seven - 

From now on, the law against sleep 
is lifted.

Anna Ho
SENTIMENTAL

A Presidential Reflection
I have just returned from a track 

meet against Deerfield Academy and 
The Taft School. My event is the jav-
elin and I have been participating in 
field events on the track team for three 
years now. One might say, “Wow! Three 
years? He must be great!” Not true. The 
trek to Deerfield consisted of two and 
a half hours was characterized by in-
somnia and “Fight Club.” Once we got 
out onto the track, the throwers were 
informed of a two-hour delay until the 
start of the javelin competition. When it 
was my time to throw, I threw a less than 
mediocre throw, waited for the finals to 
finish, and boarded the bus again to head 
home. 

I cite this tale not to make you cry at 
my pathetic ways of spending Saturday 
afternoons. As I think about it, the art 
of Javelin throwing has been a perfect 
metaphor for my Andover career. Now 
donʼt think to yourself, “Oh, here we go 
again. Another giant metaphor that ends 
with no real lesson.” To think that would 
be rude. Read on and you will be treated 
to my reflection on the events, failures, 
and successes of this year. 

My javelin career started much 
like my Andover career: I had no idea 
what I was doing. I started off thinking 
that I was cool. I would throw the jav-
elin without knowing how to throw it. I 
would rely on my insanely large quadri-
ceps to get me through a grueling prac-
tice. Similarly, I relied on the very core 
of my energy early on in my Andover 
career, resorting to extreme measures to 
make sure all of my work was complete, 
rather than working on technique. As I 
gradually got accustomed to the javelin, 
I gradually got accustomed to life at the 
academy. Like track practices, lower 
and upper year were test runs of the real 
deal, which I would come to in the Fall 
of 2005. 

Much like a track meet, my time to 
prove myself came this year in the form 
of several responsibilities. My first and 
foremost responsibility has been to the 
Andover student body. I have mixed 
sentiments about responsibilities; it is an 

honor to have them, but a great burden 
to have them as well. There were times 
when I would get into bed around ten 
oʼclock and would only get to sleep by 
the wee hours of morn trying to figure 
out who I had to email back, or which 
promise needed to be fulfilled first. Per-
haps my great regret as president of this 
school has been that I have not fulfilled 
the rights that the students have had on 
me. This is where my metaphor breaks 
down. You see, the javelin is a mechani-
cal event based on technique, form, and 
strength. There is no room for emotion 
in the art of javelin throwing. There is 
no room for conscience, guilt, shame, or 
regret. On the day of the meet itʼs either 
win or lose.

The Presidency is different. Deal-
ing with the student body at Andover is 
a very human experience. There are no 
set rules, and there are no steps to follow. 
Sure, there is a constitution and meeting 
procedure. The point is that the student 
body is constantly evolving and un-
like a mechanical process, the President 
must evolve with the students in order to 
serve them best. This year has taught me 
that every person has their own circum-
stances. A grouchy person could just be 
having a bad day. Someone who doesnʼt 
talk to you one day might be all over you 
the next. The best thing for a leader, or 
any person, to do is to assume the best 
intentions in people. This way, you come 
to realize that deep down, every person 
has a lesson that they can teach to those 
around them. And to think, I learned that 
all this year. Arenʼt you proud of me?

Managing people like those who 
serve on the Student Council has been an 
opportunity for me not only to exercise 
some control, but to learn as well. Never 
before have I seen so many dedicated 
students. To take time out of schoolwork 
and extracurricular activities to pursue 
interests like “The Burning of the A” or 
a “One Card System,” takes dedication. 
It has been a privilege to work with this 
yearʼs council, whom I thank infinitely 
for their support, advice, and hard work. 

Senior year has taught me in ways 
other than presidential responsibilities. 
Most of this learning has come from the 
class of ʼ06. We have fought, he have 

laughed, we have sat around Commons 
until “that mean Commons guy” kicked 
us out. The class of ʼ06 is overflowing 
with energy, vision, and talent. When I 
revisited college last weekend, I sat on 
the bus to New York thinking of what I 
would do in my college years without the 
characters from ʼ06. Sure, kids have left 
the class, for disciplinary and other rea-
sons. Sure, the classes have been tough 
and weʼve lost games along the way. 
Sure, we havenʼt gotten grants for all of 
our initiatives and we havenʼt met every-

one we would like to have met. But re-
member that at the end of the day it is the 
intention behind the action that counts. 

I will miss Andover. I will miss the 
fresh outlook of the students here and the 
openness and helpfulness of the faculty 
and staff. But as I leave the Academy, 
along with my brothers and sisters in 
the class of ʼ06, I know that I will not be 
empty handed. I will have with me the 
knowledge that I, along with my peers, 
have tried hard to make Andover a better 
place. Our work has added to the con-

tinually growing testimony to excellence 
that Andover represents. This excellence 
is not simply in following the rules and 
succeeding in individual projects. It 
also comes in the form of challenging 
peoples  ̓perspectives and points of view. 
This excellence comes from pushing the 
boundaries and having a broad vision. 
And hopefully this excellence will con-
tinue to support the future classes of the 
Academy as it has supported us, by pre-
paring us to meet the vast world that lies 
ahead. 

Ali Siddiqi
STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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 On Campus
Connection to the Past

At the information session held by several members of 
the Academy s̓ administration in Ropes earlier this term, 
proponents of the now-familiar renovation plans present-
ed several arguments in favor of destroying the interior of 
Pearson Hall in order to turn it into a community center.

According to these administrators, a community cen-
ter would unite the functions of George Washington Hall, 
the Ryley Room, and Commons, for the greater conve-
nience of faculty and students, and encourage interaction 
between the groups. 

They said that moving the Classics department to 
bright new quarters in Bulfinch would be pleasing to those 
suffering the squalor of Pearson Hall̓ s current state.  By 
knocking down the ceilings and turning two floors into 
three, they said, we would return the building to its origi-
nal character - since it had three floors until 1908.

Furthermore, the administration seemed to represent 

these renovations as an absolute inevitability.  I asked 
whether the building was structurally unsound, but re-
ceived no conclusive answer.

The fact is, something needs to be done about Pear-
son.  But what needs to be done is a serious investigation 
into the possibilities for preserving its current historical 
interior.  A community center is a fine idea, but the plan 
we have seen is almost laughable.  

Those who believe that students and faculty will min-
gle simply because there is pastry and coffee available in a 
common space must never have entered our dining halls.   

I once had lunch with Mr. Scott in Lower Right, who 
expressed curiosity about this self-segregation.  It is sim-
ple to me why students don t̓ eat in Upper Left: there are 
teachers there.  Likewise, adults avoid the pandemonium 
of the other dining halls.  

In addition, this community center would take on Ry-
ley-like aspects, selling food and drink in a space where 
students and faculty could meet to discuss schoolwork.  I 
have never been an advocate of institutional political cor-
rectness, but it seems to me completely contrary to our 

tenet of “youth from every quarter” to associate education 
with some sort of retail facility.  It is disgusting to imagine 
that this community center might alienate those who can-
not afford or do not wish to pay for items not offered for 
free in Commons.

The idea that these renovations would please the Clas-
sics Department is completely risible.  I have spoken to 
many teachers and students, none of whom believe that 
this plan is actually good for the Department.  Although 
the administrators at that meeting claimed that the build-
ing was near-useless on account of abject decrepitude, 
from having actually sat  in class in Pearson Hall I have 
ascertained that, in fact, the lights work, the heat works 
most of the time, the desks are in good repair, and the ceil-
ing is not, contrary to popular belief, caving in.

It is true, nevertheless, that Pearson is an inefficient 
use of space.  But perhaps the most convincing argument 
for saving Pearson is its value as a building.  It is the last 
old interior on campus, the last lovely one.  The would-
be renovators assured us that they know how to preserve 
its “charm.” But that is clearly impossible under the pro-
posed plan.  There is nothing “charming” about admin-
istrative offices, or sweaty dances, or junk food:  all the 
new proposed occupants of Pearson Hall.  Furthermore, 
I take offense at that word “charming.”  It is a diminu-
tive.  It degrades the true character of the stately old build-
ing:  Pearson Hall is beautiful.  Destroying that beauty 
is a travesty. It doesn t̓ matter that the interior is only a 
hundred years old, or that Charles Bulfinch didn t̓ design 
it.  Pearson Hall is a relic of our history.  Although Gelb, 
George Washington Hall, and Shuman are clean and new, 
none is beautiful.  

The claim that the renovations would actually restore 
Pearson s̓ historical character is absurd.  It is a fact that 
Pearson Hall has undergone many transformations. But it 
has never served as a venue for hawking unwholesome co-
mestibles, nor has it housed the foul mess of a high-school 
dance, nor has it been a main administrative building.  

Charles Bulfinch s̓ simple masterpiece has sheltered 
lecture halls, classrooms, a chapel, and an exhibition hall, 
but through all its permutations it has remained the spiri-
tual and intellectual nucleus of campus.  

The Classics have always been a cornerstone of the 
Phillips Academy education, and relegating Greek and 
Latin to a sterile corner of some new wing represents a 
disturbing shift in attitudes, an erosion of our values, and 
a disregard for our history.  

In his defense of the Classical education, Headmaster 
Alfred Stearns wrote:  “Only by such all-round training 
shall we develop a human product that is something big-
ger and finer than a mere piece of mechanism designed to 
fit into a place in a practical world but devoid of aspiration 
and idealism, bereft of vision and imagination, forever de-
nied the privilege of tasting the things of the spirit which 
alone is life.”  

Admittedly, something needs to be done about Pear-
son Hall.  But what better community center can we build 
than Pearson?  It is already a rallying point for faculty, 
staff, and students.  In Pearson we recognize our long his-
tory, our responsibility to the past.  Why are alumni gath-
erings and presentations to prospective students so often 
held in Pearson?  We are proud of Pearson.  It represents 
us.

Those who are so wantonly eager to wreck the guts 
of this beautiful building should heed Stearnsʼ closing 
words:  “God spare us from the day when a sordid materi-
alistic gluttony shall leave us no room for or no apprecia-
tion of the beauty, the fragrance, and the inspiration of the 
things of the spirit.”

Paz Mendez Hodes
CLASSIC

Let s̓ Talk About Sex (And Love, If We Have Time)

“Damn it, I am so horny right now!
“I haven t̓ hooked up with anyone in 

so long!”
“I really need to find a date for the 

Blue and Silver.” 
Sound familiar? All of the above are 

comments made by PA students, male and 
female, who have fallen into the social 
conspiracy of adolescent relationships. I 
use the word conspiracy because, as far 
as I can tell from my three years here, re-
lationships do not exist.  That being said, 
there is an abundance of other intimate so-
cial interactions on this campus: hook-ups, 
“friends-with-benefits,” sexual encounters, 
etc. are fairly common. Real dating rela-
tionships between Andover students are 
the extreme minority of contact between 
peers. But, why? If Iʼm not mistaken, we 
have here on campus approximately 1,080 
healthy, maturing teenagers most of who 
are or want to be sexually active.

According to last year s̓ Phillipian 
“State of the Academy” survey 22 percent 
of students are or have been sexually ac-
tive. Further, 14.7 percent claimed to have 
sexual experiences while on campus. Near-
ly 15 percent - that s̓ about 103 students or 
about 10 percent of the student body - are 
having parietals, approved or otherwise, 
for reasons other than “studying.” That s̓ 
not a lot of sexual activity. Of course, one 
could always argue that the other 400 or so 
students who didn t̓ respond to the survey 
are the real sex addicts, but unfortunately 
did not show up in the results. The survey 
also showed an interesting correlation be-
tween sex and sports. The Varsity athletes 
came out on top with the greatest amount 
of sexual encounters Second place was 
taken by “Recreational Sports.” Um, what? 
“Varsity Sports” is understandable, con-
sidering the attractive figures of the play-
ers, both male and female, the amount of 
time they spend thinking about their bod-
ies (Ex: Is my weight down enough? Did I 
work out my arms enough today? I should 
drink more water.) and how comfortable 
they therefore are with their physical ap-
pearances. All that physical exertion, the 
running, lifting, and training ultimately 
results in more energy.

Let s̓ just say that energy is used else-
where. But the recreational athletes . . . 
must have a lot of time on their hands? My 
personal theory is that the varsity players 
are pairing up with the sliders, as sliders 
have pent-up energy from having “noth-
ing to do” and the athletes have pent-up 
libido.

People are having sex. Some are doing 
it on campus. Great. Wonderful. Amaz-
ing. (Use protection!!!) But where are the 
dates? The couples we are supposed to see 
walking each other to class from confer-
ence period? The holding hands, kissing, 
hugging, etc. that actually amounts to 
something, other than “We r̓e just really 
good friends?” (For all of you rolling your 
eyes right now, it is actually pretty cool to 
have a person care about you like that.) 
Where are the relationships? Where is 
the intimacy? There are several facts (and 
some theories) that provide useful insight 
into this question. First of all, let s̓ think 
about the academics. According to Coping 
with Academic Anxiety, a research book 
by Allen J. Ottens, Ph.D., most teenagers 
are afflicted with some stress illness re-
lating to a tiresome work schedule at one 
point in their high school career.

Letʼ s look at PA: We have minimum 
five classes per term, plus sports, plus 
extracurriculars, plus clubs, plus family 
commitments, plus eating, sleeping, and 
drinking (the legal kind). Have I men-
tioned we are exhausted! We are over-
worked, stressed, and too busy to notice. 
Yet, we have been taught to work as hard 
as we possibly can in order to “succeed in 
life.” So we put up with our lives, running 
at a breakneck pace, and try to achieve 
our goals in academia. Not only are we 
too focused with our work and therefore 
too tired to invest our feelings in someone 
else, but also most of us do not put “Get-
ting a Boyfriend/Girlfriend” at the top of 
our priority list. It is more likely to read 
“Get into Harvard” or your college of 
choice. Students at this school are academ-
ic over-achievers, but we are social under-
achievers. Very few put a real priority on 
attaining intimacy skills  in socializing. 
Even fewer students attempt to put those 
skills into practice.

Phillips Academy students were ac-
cepted into the school and chose to pursue 
mental development over social develop-
ment. I am not saying this is the wrong 
choice. I am saying it is a choice we all 
made, and it is reflected in the number of 
couples walking around campus. Second-
ly, many of us are here at PA because we 
show signs of natural independence and re-
sponsibility. We go to classes, do our home-
work and even apply to college without 
Mom and Dad. We have our own ideas of 
perfect careers, life paths, ideal living situ-
ations, etc. and we are not afraid to make 
our futures our own. We all are self-suffi-
cient. A relationship, a dating relationship, 
hinders our sense of independence and re-

stricts our schedules. You have to plan out 
when you can see your significant other, 
either during a meal, in between classes, 
or after school. If you haven t̓ seen them 
in a couple hours, a day, a week (which is 
entirely possible on campus), you begin to 
feel this impending sense of guilt, which 
doesn t̓ help the homework load. Andover 
students on the whole, want their own time 
to manage, not someone else s̓ as well. 

There are some biological facts, which 
further push the idea that teenagers are not 
meant to date long-term, or at least not in 
high school when hormones are high. Hu-
mans are naturally not monogamous. This 
ideal of fidelity as imposed by Western 
religions in order to control social rela-
tions and procreation. But, in contempo-
rary times, when sex is everywhere and 
adolescents are given power in society, it 
is hard for monogamy to be the popular 
option. Peer pressure promotes this idea, 
as it is currently a standard for high school 
students to have multiple sexual experienc-
eswith multiple people. It s̓ hard to think 
about dating one person when the media 
screams at you, “But why? You have so 
many options!”

Last year s̓ Phillipian survey cited one 
final statistic concerning sex. According 
to 62 percent of the participating students, 
Andover suppresses sexual activity in its 
students. At this point, I have to agree, 
considering the past points covered. I have 
a suspicion that most of us are waiting for 
college to come along.

We will say good-bye to our wonder-
ful Academy and think, “Its only a matter 
of time before Iʼm in a serious relation-
ship.” Wait, isn t̓ that what we said when 
we came here? 

Olivia Mascheroni
CHECK YES OR NO
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To the Class of 2006:

CONGRATULATIONS!!
Thank you for everything. 

Best of luck in the future. Stay in touch.
From the Commentary Team

Continue to 
Inspire

Screw SAT Iʼs, IIʼs, screw Advanced Place-
ment
If you want to start living, come down to the 
basement
Where love and ideas rebound off the walls
Where youʼre sheltered from cellular tele-
phone calls
Where your whole mind bursts open and 
your heartʼs laid bare
Where you love what you do and you do it 
with flair
Iʼve lived in this basement for over a year
Iʼve laughed more than one laugh and shed 
more than one tear.
Itʼs been down in that basement where Iʼve 
made my friends
May we find new beginnings when this jour-
ney ends.
So if something now calls you to follow this 
trail
Understand child what all of this will entail.
Leave your ego outside and your pride at the 
door. Close those eyes and imagine the magic 
in store.
So come down to the basement of secrets 
unfurled,
And lay back, gazing upward, in awe of the 
world.

 -Poem written by Dawson Gage ʻ06
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The graduating Class of 2006 has done what it 
takes over the past year to put the living in Living 
Arts on campus. From dance, music and theater, 
to fashion and cuisine, the seniors this year have 
made their cultural mark on the Philips Academy 
Arts.  Some senior highlights to fondly remember 
from this year include:

Grasshopper Night was themed for the first 
time this year and the “Under Construction 
Show” was universally loved on campus. Emcees 
Rosie DuPontʼ06, David Clark ʼ06, and Mike 
Williams ̓ 06 added humor and spice for the audi-
ence.

Charlie Frentz ʼ06 and Dan Bacon ʼ06 won 
the Arts Room Décor contest. They impressed the 
Phillipian readers with their ability to transform 
a bleak dorm room into a demure and classy 
home.

Katherine Adams ʼ06 became a cult figure 
on campus. It all started when she premiered 
her catchy and amusing song, “Heʼs So Hott,” 
at Grasshopper night. The student body contin-
ued to enjoy her acoustic guitar and vocal talents 
throughout the year.

The newly born student “Norwegian” rock 
band, Lufhahmer, gained a wide fan-base with 
their musical and costuming talents. Core mem-
bers Scotty Morgan ̓ 06, Ben Lasman ̓ 06, and Pete 
Kalmakis ʼ06 will be sorely missed next year.

Catherine Castillo ʼ06 utilised her extensive 
background in dance to help direct a stunning 
Dance Open winter term. The impressive show 
went so far as to introduce a style of dance never 
seen before on campus—“indo-fusion,” which is 
a mix of Indian dance and ballet, and flamenco.

The Theater 520 production of “Loveʼs La-
bours Lost,” gave an amusing, Shakespearian 
twist to the story behind the merging of Phil-
lips Academy with Abbot. Seniors Nick Bowen 
ʼ06, and Andrew Ostroff ʼ06 ensured that they 

would be remembered for years to come when 
they broke into loud and enthusiastic song. Olivia 
Mascheroni ʼ06 was the showʼs assistant director, 
and she poured her time and energy into every-
thing from set design, to researching styles of the 
seventies.

Desmond Bonhomme-Isaiah ʼ06 will leave a 
void in the unofficial spot of resident rapper. After 
being recognized for his composing and rhythm 
talents in the Poetry Slam during the winter, Bon-
homme-Isaiah continued to impress with his ev-
erlasting flow of beats and lyrics.

The Af-Lat-Am Coffeehouse was enjoyed by a 
full house in Tang Theater. Todd Kwao-Vovo ʼ06 
and Tanisha Colon-Bibb ʼ06 worked tirelessly on 
the “Dancing Through the Decades,” theme, and 
making the Black and Latino cultural aspects of 
the show come together.

The Fidelio Society was honored this year 
when they sang for alumni in South Carolina and 
Washington DC. Coheads Yurie Sekigami ʼ06 
and Jeff Cutts ʼ06 acted as a solid base for the 
elite singing group.

Rosie DuPont ʼ06 will be difficult to replace. 
Her contributions since arriving at PA as a new 
lower, have been varied and numurous. In addi-
tion to her skill at both violin and voice, she acted 
as a co-head this year for the improv troupe, Un-
der The Bed.

Last, but certainly not least, the Theatre Pro-
ducers made great strides in improving the The-
atre Department.  Producers Emma Dorsey ʼ06 
and Lisa Donchak ̓ 06 focused on training young-
er directors in Drama Labs and successfully in-
creased the turn-out for the performances.

The Class of 2006 stepped its game up this year 
artistically.  From creative dorm rooms to excel-
lent songwriting to an amazingly strong Theatre 
Department, the Class of 2006 has made a lasting 
mark on the Living Arts scene at PA.

The Best 0f 2006
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Turning 75 In Style
Addison Gallery of American Art - Year in Review
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When the Addison Gallery opened in May 1931, 
founder Thomas Cochran, class of 1890, intended 
for it to be an educational resource for Phillips Acad-
emy. Over the years, the Addison has exceeded its 
goals and become more than a haven of academics. 

This year, the Addison, which has a permanent 
collection of over 14,000 pieces of the finest Ameri-
can art, celebrated it s 75th anniversary with a year 
of special exhibits and events.

Director Brian T. Allen said,  “ Because it was 
our 75th anniversary we thought a lot about our au-
dience. We have students, people from Andover and 
Lawrence, Boston, artists, scholars...we wanted to 
do something special for each group.” 

 This attempt to appeal to all audiences was re-
flected in the variety of exhibitions held at the Ad-
dison this year, including prints by Chuck Close, 
the paintings of Beverly McIver, and several of the 
exhibitions currently on display, which include pho-
tographs and short videos.

The Addison currently has three exhibitions on 
display: 75 Years of Giving, In Focus: 75 Years of 
Collecting American Photography, and Exploring 
Team Spirit and Superstition in Athletic Competi-
tion.

75 Years of Giving recognizes the depth of the 
Addisonʼs collection, as well as the people who 
helped the galleryʼs dream become a reality.  Thom-
as Cochran, class of 1890, founded the Addison and 
purchased many of its works. 

The exhibit also serves as a tribute Lizzie Bliss, 
Edward Root, and Frank Stella ʼ54 who all donated 
many paintings to the Addison.

In Focus: 75 Years of Collecting American 
Photography, currently on display in the Addison, 
is also as part of their yearlong celebration. This 
exhibition displays over 200 
of the Addisonʼs 6000 photo-
graphic images, and includes 
images from the nineteenth to 
twenty-first centuries.

Exploring Team Spirit 
and Superstition in Athletic 
Competition is a series of 
short videos that feature PA 
athletes by Adam Ames and 
Andrew Bordwin, known 
collectively as Type A. The 
two served as the Edward E. 
Elson Winter Term Artists-in-
Residence and produced two 
pieces, Cheer and Jinx.

Jinx explores superstition and rituals in Ando-
verʼs athletic community. 

One of the videos featured runner Mike Discen-
za ʼ09, who said, “Personally, I think superstitions 
going along with sports is kind of silly. What I do 
before a race I would consider more a warm-up rou-
tine to help me relax so I donʼt feel large amounts 
of negative tension at the starting line.” The video 
showed Discenza tying his shoes three times and 
then praying.  

Another video showed an athlete twirling her 
racquet a certain number of times and another de-
picted a female athlete painting her nails pink, 
among other things.

Cheer features SLAM and the Blue Key heads. 
The piece showed both groups performing a series 

of cheers in order to explore 
how cheering drives team 
spirit. 

To end the yearlong cel-
ebrations, the Addison threw 
a 75th birthday party, which 
also served as the Spring Term 
gallery opening. 

SLAM and the new Blue 
Key heads both helped spice 
up the event. Director Brian 
T. Allen said, “The party went 
really well- over 1000 people 
attended, which is a record for 
the Addison. It was great to 

see so many people.” 
With its distinct history and successful year, the 

Addison worked hard to fulfill its tradition of artis-
tic excellence in the 2005-2006 school year. 

According to Director Brian T. Allen, in 2006-
2007 the gallery will have “shows that emphasize 
the permanent collection and recognize the best of 
contemporary art and emerging artists.”  Upcom-
ing exhibits include Coming of Age: American Art 
1850s to 1950s, Jennifer Bartlett: Early Plate Work, 
and William Wegman-Funny/ Strange.

Victoria Sanchez Seniors of 
Visual Arts

Olivia Mascheroni ʼ06
“If I could, I would make the 

film course a requirement 
for every student that comes 
through here. But, then none 

of the editing computers would 
ever be free.”

Ginia Sweeney ʼ06
“Although I didnʼt take 

any classes at Andover in 
design, Iʼve found an incred-
ible amount of support for my 

passion.”

Best of ’06

Composed Under Pressure
Andover Composers’ Society

Composing music is an arduous feat not for the light-hearted; 
yet when one succeeds, it is inspirational. We, the Andover commu-
nity, are inspired by the musical compositions of the many talented 
composers on campus. Many musical prodigies have been honing 
their skills to master the art of composing this year by creating piec-
es in a variety of musical styles.

In a community as diverse as Andover, everyone seems to have 
his or her own favorite genres of music. Nevertheless, good, skill-
fully crafted music appeals to people of all musical persuasions. 

The founder of Andover Composers  ̓Society (ACS), Jason Zhu 
ʼ07, acknowledges, “people have certain judgments about certain 
genres of music. But say if your friend writes a certain genre of 
music, youʼre more accepting of it and you begin to appreciate dif-
ferent types of music.” ACS, a club that gives anyone regardless of 
his or her musical background the chance to produce works and be 
heard all around campus, was founded by . 

The community has been treated to the works of a true musical 
genius, Derek Strykowski ʼ06, who is a member of ASCAP, the 
American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers. His music 
has been performed by most of the large ensembles on campus, and 
some of the larger performances were the premiere of “The Brunan-

burh Suite” by the Concert Band in fall 2005, the performance of 
“Ærdæg” by the Corelli Ensemble in fall 2005, and the premiere of 
“Symphony No. 1: His Dark Materials” in spring 2006. 

In the words of his teacher Dr. Warsaw, “there is no question 
Derek has a remarkable gift for composition”. Though most might 
be intimidated by his extravagant classical masterpieces, Strykows-
ki has incorporated rock, film, and new age genres into instrumental 
concert music. He loves blending styles because “it gives him a 
board palette of expression and texture.” 

Strykowski perceives composing as “the challenge of writing 
music that no one has ever heard before but is nevertheless pleasing 
to the human ear. The music demonstrates my artistic awareness 
of our surrounding culture and my conscious effort to expand and 
modify those traditions,” Dr. Warsaw continued.

As Strykowski moves on to Brandeis University in the fall as 
a music major, his musical presence will be greatly missed but his 
melodies will always be remembered.

Phillips Academy, being a place chock full of talents, is home 
to many other composers who concoct their own musical composi-
tions including various genres of music.

Composers draw inspiration from anything and everything. As 
Allen Cai ʼ07 best puts it, “the music I create is driven by my emo-
tions and usually the stuff that comes out of there has the greatest 
thought, meaning, and value.” 

Cai began composing in 7th grade with mixing software and 
tends to make more electronic styles of music. He says that “the 
music I create is essentially an outlet for whatever melody, rhythm, 
progression that pops into of my head, and I make it into something 
before I lose this short burst of inspiration.” 

Zhu, also a primary electronic music composer, tries to make 
music that “creates a unique atmophere when you listen to it be-
cause ts an incredible feeling when some pieces take you into a 
different world and play with your conscience.”

Another talent on campus is Natasha Sinha ʼ08, an absolute 
musical goddess. Her accomplishments are simply astounding; her 
pieces have been performed by several groups, such as Juillardʼs 
“Chiara” and the Boston Mordern Orchestra Project. She was com-
missioned to write an electroacoustic piece at MIT for their Toy 
Symphony that was performed in Boston and New York. 

This year, she won her seventh national ASCAP Morton Gould 
Young Composers Award. Her music is what she would like to be 
considered “contemporary” music with a fusion-like twist. 

She says that “I am currently focusing on bringing the people 
of today closer to their heritage. My music today has crossed na-
tional boundaries to create a new type of music.” She passionately 
believes, “that there should be no limit in the way in which one can 
express themselves - one should dream without boundaries.” 

While all these talented composers  ̓creations span a wide range 
of genres, their music all shares one thing in common. They tanta-
lize our ears, satisfy our musical hunger, bring us to far horizons 
within our minds and weʼve never been to before, and most impor-
tantly, it inspires us. 

Stephanie Teo

K. Matsumoto/The Phillipian

For the Composers  ̓Concert, a group of student musicians, some 
composers themselves, played a piece by Andrew McManus ʼ03.

Their traditional cheerleading uniforms deceptively give 
the impression that they are a bunch of peppy, prissy teenage 
girls.  But once the Co-Captains Susan Ho ʼ06 calls for “AT-
TENTION!” and Senior member Jennifer Meacham ʼ06 chants, 
“SLAAAAM will make the beat drop!” anyone can tell that these 
are not typical cheerleaders.

They are the one and only Student Leaders of Academy Mad-
ness (SLAM), and theyʼre here to bring it!

Not many people know about the long hours the girls spend 
creating and perfecting their routines.  The time commitment for 
SLAM is just like any other sport.  

During winter term, they practice an hour and a half four 
times each week.  When SLAM performs at talent shows, pep 
rallies, basketball games, they make sure to show audiences new 
and challenging routines.  

Thus, the girls are rigorously tested on their ability to learn 
the routines quickly and with perfection.

Nkem Oghedo ʼ08 said, “Even though SLAM is really fun for 
us, we work really hard to make everything solid and precise.”

The team will be sad to see the Seniors, Co-Captains Susan 
Ho ʼ06 and Jennifer Meacham ʼ06, Chioma Erondu ʼ06, and Ali-
son Holliday ʼ06, leave.  Even though SLAM has been on this 
campus for years, the teamʼs level of performance reached a new 
high this year. 

Phillips Academy was the first New England Prep School to 
have a step team, and our dominance in step has always been 
clear.  This year at New England Championships, our teamʼs ex-
perience and skill definitely was evident.  SLAM had all the 
right moves and all the right cheers, but, unfortunately, the team 
made second place to NMH.  

Although the Seniors were upset with the turnout, they 
quickly picked themselves off and focused on their next perfor-
mance.  

Furthermore, Type A, the pair who served as the Winter Term 
Artists-In-Residence, chose SLAM as the epitome of school 
spirit.  SLAM broke the silence in the Addison Gallery for the 
museums 75th birthday.   

Next yearʼs captain, Akosua Oforiwaa-Ayimʼ07 says “From 
this SLAM has gained the respect that we have worked for and 
deserve.”

The SLAM team has become the linchpin to anything associ-
ated with school spirit.  With all their achievements, this year 
has served as a pivotal building block in the teamʼs presence on 
campus.  

Dan Bacon ʼ06 said, “Out of my four years hear at Ando-
ver, the thing that I regret the most is never making the SLAM 
team.”

The group can only go up from here, but for now, the SLAM 
team can bask in the glory and the legacy that they have estab-
lished in this one short year.  

Many people may try to emulate their infectious chants and 
mind-boggling routines, but only the official SLAM team “can 
break it all the way down.”

Stepping Their Game Up
SLAM Takes Over 2006

B. Canaday/The PhillipianB. Canaday/The Phillipian S. Blackman/The Phillipian

Courtesy of the Addison Gallery



It is the beginning of Septem-
ber, the first day of orientation. 
You have just flown into Logan, or 
maybe you drove from New York 
or Kansas City or wherever you 
come from. After turning off of I-
125 onto Route 28 North, the Bell 
Tower comes into view above the 
horizon. As you move closer, onto 
Main Street now, you begin to see 
a mass of crazed humanity don-
ning tie-dyed t-shirts, yelling and 
holding signs. Basically there are a 
hundred ruffians exhibiting signs of 
disorderly conduct and general hoo-
liganism.  

As the student organization 
that administrates orientation, the 
Blue Key Society formulates what 
comes to be the first experience 
many of us have here at Phillips 
Academy. Whether it be playing a 

competitive game of Duck Duck 
Goose on the Great Lawn, meet-
ing friends, or just having someone 
to sit with after walking into lower 
right and encountering a sea of 150 
people whom you have never seen 
in your entire life, Blue Key Men-
tors certainly make the transition to 
academy life much easier.

Each year there are a male and 
female Blue Key Head, and twenty 
Blue Keys mentors per cluster, with 
ten Heads and 100 mentors in all. 

Blue Key Heads are picked 
early in their Upper Spring by the 
previous Heads, in a stringent selec-
tion process which involves exhi-
bitionism, enthusiastic chanting of 
school cheers, and general public 
humiliation. 

Once chosen, Blue Key Heads, 
under the advising of Director of 
Student Activities Cynthia Efinger, 
begin the process of sorting through 
their peers  ̓mentor applications and 

planning the subsequent Fall Orien-
tation. 

While the primary purpose of 
the Blue Key mentor is to help new 
students adjust to life at the school, 
make new friends, and grow accus-
tomed to dorm and academic life at 
Andover, the Blue Key Heads have 
additional roles to fill.

New Pine Knoll Blue Key Head 
Alex Schwartz ʻ07 commented that 
the process of choosing Blue Keys 
from “a fantastic pool of applicants 
was really difficult, but we picked 
the best we could.” 

The ability to willingly submit 
to public humiliation and even ridi-
cule is crucial in a good Blue Key 
Head. Blue Key Heads, both male 
and female, must don skirts while 
serving in their capacities. When 
asked how he felt about the ap-
parel requirements of his position, 
Schwartz responded, “damn good, 
that s̓ how I feel about that,” and 

proceeded to inquire whether The 
Phillipian or any other school pub-
lication could “publish that,” while 
exposing his upper thigh. 

Fahad Missmar ʼ06 character-
ized his experience this year as 
male Blue Key Head for West Quad 
South as, “the best thing Iʼve ever 
done at Andover. It s̓ a lot of fun, it s̓ 
a lot of responsibility, and with ori-
entation you play such a big role as 
far as giving kids their first impres-
sions of Andover.”

Missmar also noted that, “[serv-
ing as Blue Key Head] is a lot of 
work. That s̓ something I didn t̓ 
really know before I signed on, it s̓ 
not just cheering, we met for two 
hours every week.”

Most students gave positive re-
ports of the Blue Key mentor sys-
tem as well. Becky Agostino ʻ07 
said that, upon meeting her Blue 
Key, she “got really excited and re-
alized that not everyone at a school 
like this is super-studious or anti-
social.”

Dan Bacon ʼ06 commented, “I 
feel like [the Blue Key mentor pro-
grams is] a good system, and orien-
tation works really well.”

However, Bacon also noted 
that, “I think a lot of Blue Keys do it 

for the wrong reasons and abandon 
their kids...I think the application 
process should be a bit more seri-
ous.”

Despite the flaws inherent in 
any student organization, the Blue 
Key Society continues to accom-
plish what can only be called an 
impressive administrative task, 

organizing hundreds of students  ̓
first independent experiences as 
members of the Phillips Academy 
community each year. Unique to 
Andover among secondary schools, 
the Blue Key Society fosters school 
spirit within the wider community, 
and provides a source of comfort 
amidst a process of assimilation 

Andover boasts a wide variety and large 
quantity of musical groups.  Just vocal mu-
sic there are several groups, including the 
Chorus, Gospel Choir, Cantata, student-
formed bands,and, of course, A Cappella.   

In the past years, many A Cappella 
groups have come and gone, but three of 
the esteemed groups on campus- Fidelio 
Society, Azure, and the Yorkies- are here to 
stay.  

Fidelio Society is PAʼs oldest A Cap-
pella group on campus, going on 120 years 
old.  Fidelio is a prestigious, selective group 
with the best of the schoolʼs best singers, di-
rected by revered Instructor in Music Chris 
Walter.  

Co-head Jeff Cutts ʼ06 says, “Mr. Walter 
really knows what he is doing by picking 
beautiful songs and teaching us everything 
there is to know about sight reading, and 
blending in with other voices.” 

Fidelioʼs repertoire includes classical 
motets and madrigals in a variety of lan-
guages and also some Broadway numbers.   
They are most notable for their perfor-
mances at the Baccalaureate ceremony at 
Commencement every year.  Fidelio is also 
invited to represent the school for alumni 
gatherings in Washington D.C., South Caro-
lina, and Texas.

Co-head Yurie Sekigami ʼ06 says, “Fi-
delio has inspired me to delve into classical 
genres of music.  The music that we sing 
strongly contrasts the popular music of to-
day.”

Azure is another one of PAʼs well-estab-
lished A Cappella groups, consisting of 16 
female vocalists.  The girls call themselves 
“Mazure” or members of Azure, one of their 
many inside jokes.

They did not add many new members 
this year, so they was already comfortable 
with each other and ready to get down to 
work.  

Azureʼs co-head, Dina Burkitbayevaʼ06 

said, “The success of the group was mostly 
based on everyoneʼs contributions and sug-
gestions for which songs to sing and how 
we should perform them.” 

Azure worked hard throughout the year 
performing for Rabbot Cabaret, A Cappella 
Fest, the Oxfam auction, and coffeehouses.  

Most impressive is Christa Vardaroʼs 
ʼ06, Azureʼs other co-head, ability to quick-
ly produce the several parts and arrange-
ments for the girls to sing.

The Yorkies, an all male group, is the 
most acclaimed A Cappella group on cam-
pus.

Although they no longer practice in 
the menʼs bathroom of George Washington 
Hall, the Yorkies still have the tradition of 
being a boys only club, sharing tight bonds 
and confidential, unmentionable rituals. 

With the shortest history of the three 
groups, totaling less than five years, the Yor-
kies have defined their own path, becoming 
most popular all male singing group.

Fans cannot get enough of their witty 
t-shirts and swoon whenever they hear the 
Yorkies Christmas caroling.  The Yorkies 
have been in high demand within the school 
and received invitations to perform for 
spring revisit students, the Addison Gallery, 
birthday parties, and the many talent shows 
on campus.  

This year the majority of the members 
were new to the group, and some did not 
even have strong musical backgrounds.  

However, Jeff Cutts ʼ06 says “Iʼm defi-
nitely impressed by how everyone in the 
group is able to sight read and learns music 
so quickly. We can learn a new material in 
less than two rehearsals.”

On a soon-to-be-released CD of A Cap-
pella groups on campus, entitled “Singing in 
the Shower,” Azure sings five tracks while 
the Yorkies sing six.    

The Yorkies even weave a story line be-
tween the songs, where a magical shower 
transports the Yorkies to different parts of 
the world. 

The two groups have been intensely re-

cording for the three weeks.  The process 
has been long and demanding, but also fun 
and exciting.  

For their first and current CD the groups 
applied for Abbot Grants to pay for the re-
cording studio and production expenses.  

As for next year, the groups want to be-
come more independent and try to earn the 
money for the CD themselves.  

In Latin, “A cappella” literally means 
“voices alone.”  Some believe it is the tru-
est form of singing because the human voice 
is the most natural form of self expression. 
Students and faculty, singers and tone-deafs 
alike are all caught up in its harmony and 
believe A Cappella is a permanent facet of 
Academy Hillʼs culture.

A Cappellooza
A Cappella At Andover 2006- Fidelio, Azure, Yorkies

Lisa Lian
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Keys   to   the   Academy

1. Silent Alarm by Bloc Party 
The most fun put on wax in a long time. The songwriting is impeccable, the 
instrumentation is ambitious yet familiar, and the melodies are unforgettable. My 
favorite album of the year. 
Key Tracks: Like Eating Glass, Banquet, So Here We Are

2. Illinois by Sufjan Stevens 
The most critically acclaimed album of the year, and rightly so. Absolute rustic 
brilliance, so simple and majestic it hurts. Iʼve cried to this album and Iʼm not 
ashamed to admit it. 
Key Tracks: Casimir Pulaski Day, Chicago, Decatur

3. Funeral by Arcade Fire 
These guys have taken the world by storm and made the single biggest indie 
album of the last half decade. Every song grabs you and never lets go. Powerful, 
powerful stuff. 
Key Tracks: Neighborhood #2 (Laika), Wake Up, Rebellion (Lies)

4. Clap Your Hands Say Yeah by Clap Your Hands Say Yeah 
Probably the single coolest album the year. You couldn t̓ consider yourself an 
indie hipster without owning this gem of wit and impeccable songcraft. 
Key Tracks: Over And Over (Lost & Found), In This Home On Ice, Upon This 
Tidal Wave Of Young Blood)

5. Team Sleep by Team Sleep 
An album almost ten years in the making, and definitely worth the wait. Sure to 
be an alternative trip-hop insta-classic. And, most importantly, it s̓ a great album 
to cruise around the highway to at night. 
Key Tracks: Ataraxia, Ever (Foreign Flag), Blvd. Nights

6. Amusement Parks On Fire by Amusement Parks On Fire 
Michael Feerick, is,  at 20 years old, our generation s̓ best hope for resurrecting 
the past glories of My Bloody Valentine and Smashing Pumpkins.. He wrote 
every song on this album, as well as playing every instrument. 
Key Tracks: Venosa, Venus In Cancer

7. Descended Like Vultures by Rogue Wave 
The songwriting is incredible, and the melodies are unforgettable. I was a little 
cautious when this album was released, since I loved their debut so much, but 
they not only met my expectations: they exceeded them. Brilliant stuff. 
Key Tracks: California, Bird On A Wire, 10:1

8. East/West by Bill Frisell 
I discovered Bill Frisell at the the Newport Jazz Festival last summer. His 
reinterpretation of Bob Dylan s̓ classic A Hard Rain s̓ A-Gonna Fall literally left 
me speechless. The second the man left the stage, I rushed over to his tent and 
purchased this amazing double live CD. Simply put, some of the best guitar play-
ing Iʼve ever heard. 
Key Tracks: I Heard It Through The Grapevine, A Hard Rain s̓ A-Gonna Fall

9. Z by My Morning Jacket 
My Morning Jacket created quite a stir when they released Z, and although I had 
heard a lot of hype, I didn t̓ actually hear anything from the album until I saw 
them perform Anytime on Conan. Like Frisell at #8, I was blown away instantly, 
and Z arrived on my doorstep less than a week later. Catchy as all hell, as well as 
refreshingly creative and innovative. I have no doubt that this album will soon 
prove to be a classic. 
Key Tracks: Wordless Chorus, Anytime, Gideon

10. Twin Cinema by The New Pornographers 
It hurts to put this masterpiece so low in my countdown, but Twin Cinema has 
already garnered so much praise and attention that I felt some less recognized 
albums should be equally recognized. That does not diminish the fact that Twin 
Cinema is a brilliant pop record in the least, however. Equal parts spunk and 
imagination, The New Pornographers have made an album that most bands can 
only dream about. 
Key Tracks: Twin Cinema, Use It

THE

ALTERNATIVE
ELITE
Dave

Toropov

CD Highlights from 2006

Best of ’06

S. Hall/The Phillipian

Blue Keys, aided by Gunga, welcome new students to campus on the corner of Main and Salem 
Streets.

Dominic DeJoy

       

Christa Vardaro ʼ06
I love my mazures and canʼt wait to 
see where theyʼre headed next year.  

I know they will be fabulous.
 

Yurie Sekigami ʼ06
Fidelio has been a incredible ex-

perience for me over the past three 
years.  Thereʼs definitely a certain 
magic produced from a room of 

people who are genuinely 
passionate about the music that they 

make.

Best of ’06

                         BLUE KEYS OF 2006Best of ’06

Abbot
Jenny Lee

Mike McMahon

Flagstaff
Gracia Angulo

Peter Kalamakis

Pine Knoll
Thomas Gebremedhin

Mia Kanak

West Quad North
Julia Littlefield
Scotty Morgan

West Quad South
Jane Henningson
Fahad Missmar

Seniors of 
A Capella

Courtesy of the Office of Communications

President George H. Bush ʼ64 was a Blue Key Head in his day.

A. Wernikoff/The Phillipian

Azure has improved greatly over the year under the leadership of Christa Vardaro ʼ06 and Dina Burkitbayeva ʼ06.  Here  Su-
sannah Poland ʼ07 sings a solo at one of Azureʼs many performances during the year.
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Passion For Fashion 2006
The Best Dressed Students and Faculty of ’06

Favorite Article of Cloth-
ing: I am a huge fan of dresses 
because they are comfortable, 
practical, and appropriate for 
countless occasions. 
Favorite Clothing Store: Marc 
Jacobs and Vera Wang. At Marc 
Jacobsʼs stores, you can find 
anything starting from fabulous 
plastic ring-blings to mind-
blowing evening gowns. 
Style Description: mix-ology
Fashion Icon:Definitely Sarah 
Jessica Parker. Her style signi-
fies my aspiration - feminine, 
chic, eloquent, spontaneous and 
daring. 
Favorite Accessory: A purse 
mirror 

Favorite Article of Clothing: 
My Uncle Roccoʼs ʻ50s Art 
Deco tie.  I love it, because it 
belonged to my Uncle Rocco. 

Favorite Clothing Store: 
Wherever. 
Style Description: ʻ60s-hip-
pie/Italian-American/prep-
school-teacher

Fashion Icon: Thatʼs easy.  
My fashion icon is Elwin 
Sykes.  But even in my 
dreams I could never 
be half as cool as Mr. 
Sykes. 

Favorite Accessory: 
Underwear...donʼt 
leave home without it. 

Favorite Article of Clothing: 
Diesel Jeans, “Zathan” --- The 
fit is incredible, perfect wash, 
goes well with absolutely 
everything, very comfortable, 
classic.
Favorite Clothing Store: Club 
Monaco and Ralph Lauren
Style Description: Timeless
Fashion Icon: Prince Al-Walid 
bin Talal Al-Saud --- His im-
peccable sense of style reflects 
understated refinement. His 
clothes show taste and an atten-
tion to modern trends yet retain 
their classic elements.
Favorite Accessory: Gucci 
Wristband  

 Favorite Article of Clothing: My 
leather.  I got it in 1977, at Oonaʼs Expe-
rienced Clothing in Harvard Square.  Itʼs 
true what they say about black leather 
jackets.  They grow to fi t you.

 Favorite Clothing Store: I donʼt “shop” 
at clothing stores so much as I forage 
around sketchy dives and illegal holes-
in-the-wall and pick stuff up off the 
street (this is no kidding: I found a cool 
pair of pleated black pants on the street 
in Winter Hill, Somerville, just outside 
the apartment of a good buddy of mine.  
They had no button on the front, so I 
snatched them up, took them home and 
sewed a beauty of a little pearl but-
ton (with pink thread...) and VOILA!  
Theyʼre my Frank Sinatra pants.
 Style Description: Iʼll let Heelan do 
my describing for me.  One night back-
stage after one of the Loveʼs Labours 

Lost shows, a bunch of people were in the menʼs dressing room, Heelan and I 
included.  The talk turned to wardrobe.  Everybody got checked out, then it was 
me.  “How would you describe McGrawʼs wardrobe?”  Heelan says, “Ensemble.  
But then again, everything about him is ensemble.”  

 Fashion Icon: Fashion Icon?  Letʼs just say that my major regret in life is having 
lived in the United States from 1968-1976 and not Camden Town, London, where 
I would have no doubt fallen in with a bunch of disreputable yobs like Joe Strum-
mer, Paul Simonon, Mick Jones, and since they looked the part, I bought the act.
 Favorite Accessory: Well, I need my glasses to see and to read.  But even there 
you can make a fashion statement:  I found these in a thrift store in Brookline.  I 
immediately bought them sort of behind my wifeʼs back.  When I was paying for 
them at the counter, she comes up and says, “How much are they?”  I tell her, “40 
bucks,” at which point she does what all wives do - she gets mad at me for blow-
ing too much dough on something stupid.  So when I take them to my optometrist 
in Coolidge Corner (a very old-school guy, no way a Lens-Crafter if you know 
what I mean), the guy grabs them up and his eyes go misty.  “Whereʼd you ever 
fi nd these?”  I tell him.  “How much did you pay?”  I tell him.  “You know how 

much these are worth?”  I say no.  He 
says “$500.  Theyʼre pure white gold.”  
I turn to my wife and, well, you know 
how it goes....

Custom Clothes: I was for two years 
an organizer and job trainer for the In-
ternational Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, where I learned all about the 
“needle trades.”  (Itʼs one of the most 
glorious chapters of American Labor 
History, and Iʼm proud of my affi lia-
tion with them.)  So anyway, I never re-
ally learned to sew, even though I was 
in the business, sort of.  And then over 
the last few years, I got completely re-
inspired by plunging into the history 
of The Clash, who changed my life in 
1977, and ever since.  Essentially, what 
I did was to recapitulate that eraʼs ethos 
(“DIY,” or “Do It Yourself,” and donʼt 
get bossed around and donʼt swallow 
somebody elseʼs ideas, of music, art, 
fashion, politics, the whole lot) by returning to the philosophy of “Letterism,” 
which was born in the Paris streets during the upheavals of 1968, an art form 
which gave rise to graffi tti, and to words on shirts.  I began to alter my own shirts, 
cutting and sewing them, and then transposing pockets and buttons and stuff like 
that, as well as stencilling them with words mainly derived from the Clash ou-
vre.  You could rightly say “thatʼs derivative.”  But then again, “Nothing is there 
new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes), and I just kept going, teaching myself how to 
stitch, gradually adding some little touches here and there, always poring over the 
archives (fi xing mainly on that pre-Thatcherite, pre-Reagan era in England, the 
source of all cool movements, you know) until before you know it, I canʼt fi nd 
my khakis or my loafers or my pinstripe shirt or my power tie or my shoes or any 
of the trappings of preppiedom or even plausible adulthood.  I had a woman ask 
me in a thrift store in Coolidge Corner a while ago, “You are a musician, right?”  
I told her, “Well, if you call listening to music being a musician, yeah.”  So she 
says, “Then youʼre an actor.”  “Okay,” I agree with her.  Because letʼs face it.  If 
youʼre not putting on a show up there at the front of the classroom, whoʼs more 
bored, the kids or the teacher?  

Favorite Article of Clothing: 
Sorry, I canʼt do just one; itʼs two 
things tied for first place.  (1) A 
necklace one of my daughters 
made me for my birthday last 
year.  It has various charms that 
symbolize things from my life--
and itʼs beautiful.  (2) My black 
Ecco ankle-high boots, leather 
and suede.  They look like 
space boots (supposedly de-
signed in Carnably Street, the 
60ʼs London fashion street).  
They remind me of my youth 
in the 60ʼs, and theyʼre re-
ally comfortable (and they had 
many pairs for next to nothing 
at the Ecco outlet because appar-

ently no one else liked them!).
Favorite Clothing: Another tie.  
Saks 5th Avenue in NYC and 
Fileneʼs Basement in Boston.
Style Description: Eclectic, 
i.e., classic, bohemian, absent-
minded-professorial
Fashion Icon: Audrey Hepburn 
-- If you have to ask, you should 

rent the DVD of “Breakfast at 
Tiffanyʼs.”

Favorite Accessory: Two answers 
again:  (1) Scarves of many colors.  

(2) My “new look” horn-rimmed 
glasses.

R. Waldo/The Phillipian

Favorite Article of Clothing
My Uncle Roccoʼs ʻ50s Art 
Deco tie.  I love it, because it 
belonged to my Uncle Rocco. 

Favorite Clothing Store
Wherever. 
Style Description
pie/Italian-American/prep-
school-teacher

Fashion Icon: 
My fashion icon is Elwin 
Sykes.  But even in my 
dreams I could never 
be half as cool as Mr. 
Sykes. 

Favorite Accessory: 
Underwear...donʼt 
leave home 

Sorry, I canʼt do just one; itʼs two 

at the Ecco outlet because appar-

ently no one else liked them!).
Favorite Clothing: 
Saks 5th Avenue in NYC and 
Fileneʼs Basement in Boston.
Style Description: 
i.e., classic, bohemian, absent-
minded-professorial
Fashion Icon: 
-- If you have to ask, you should 

rent the DVD of “Breakfast at 
Tiffanyʼs.”

Favorite Accessory: 
again:  (1) Scarves of many colors.  

(2) My “new look” horn-rimmed 
glasses.



Over the past four years, my taste in movies has varied quite a bit.  Before I 
left Medina, Ohio for Andover, I was pretty much always made fun of by my entire 
family for having a horrid taste in movies.  When I come home for breaks, I still get 
made fun of.  So this is why my last movie column is about something other than 
reviewing a movie.  Instead of bashing actors and bad writers, a strong passion of 
mine, Iʼm going to highlight a cohort of films that have influenced me over my past 
four years at Andover.

Minority Report

When thinking of Junior fall, the first thing that comes to 
mind is Minority Report.  We all remember our first term here 
– uncomfortable, unsure of what to do, and generally distrust-
ful of our new roommates.  

Another vivid memory Iʼm sure many seniors possess 
is recollecting how poorly we managed our time.  It wasnʼt 
like we had very much work, but it always seemed that we 
did.  When my sister mailed me Minority Report on DVD, 
my roommate Daniel and I were excited to watch it felt we 
lacked the time to do so.  We decided, instead of waiting for 
the weekend, to watch parts of it every day.  Every morning, 
then, from approximately 7:42 to 7:55 we watched a small 
chunk of Minority Report, before sprinting to Bullfinch for 
English.  Every day we had to watch a few minutes from the day before, so we ended up making about 
five minutes of progress a day.  

It took us about a month to finish the film.  After finishing the movie, we spent another week or two 
watching the entertaining parts.  What can I say?  I was young and easily impressed, and Tom Cruise 
(before we realized he was crazy) entertained us for too long my junior year.

Rounders

Our prefect Chris Lynch ʼ04 introduced us to the movie 
Rounders my junior winter.  He was an Upper, which at 
the time meant his opinion trumped any of our junior ideas 
regarding anything.  More than that, he was a role model for 
many of us in the dorm.  

The movie introduced us to the underground world of 
poker in New York City. It was one of Matt Damonʼs first 
films, and it was pretty damn good to say the least.  We 
watched it over and over, neglecting piles of homework, 
work duty, and memorizing every creed and clever line 
stated in the film.  

The opening line, part of perhaps one of the best open-
ers in any movie Iʼve seen.  You see Damon pulling paint-
ings off walls and pulling large wads of cash from obscure 
hiding places.  In the background there is this underground, 
mysterious jazz music playing.  Damonʼs voice simply says, 
“listen, hereʼs the thing. If you canʼt spot the sucker in the 
first half hour at the table, then you ARE the sucker.”  

The only other line that I couldnʼt stop saying my junior 
year was the movieʼs most important – “You canʼt lose what 

you donʼt put in the middle. [pause] But you canʼt win much either.”  Maybe we took the movie too 
much to heart, as our weekends began to change.  Weʼd walk down to our basement, dimly lit, dirtied 
walls, and play poker on our pool table.  For hours.  Weʼd pretend we were gambling away thousands of 
dollars, at times raking in pots that when stacked, could be walls to hide behind while playing.  This is 
all of course with the plastic CVS chips we had bought.  It required a vast imagination.

Boondock Saints

Anthony Roldan ʼ04 and the Carriage House boys intro-
duced me to this film.  About two Irish brothers gone vigi-
lante, Boondock Saints was added to the collection of films 
that we Juniors would watch before class.  Weʼd only watch 
one part – the end, with the magnanimous speech in the 
courtroom.  We had the speech memorized (along with most 
of the lines of Rounders, Minority Report, and the raps from 
8 Mile).   Unlike Rounders, this movie did not inspire us to be 
like the main character.  It was Junior Spring, and I felt that 
taking the laws into my own hands might just end horribly for 
me.  Instead we played Frisbee behind Graves.  But the movie 
stuck with us, and gave us the junior spring mentality that all 
upperclassmen hate, the “I can do whatever I want, and if you 
try to mess with me, Iʼll tell a faculty member that youʼre try-
ing to haze me.”  

Matrix Reloaded

So by the end of Junior year, I was more assimilated into the school.  I realized there were a lot more 
upperclassmen that I thought, and the campus stopped getting bigger every time I learned of a new building I 
had to go to.  My roommate was on both the Varsity Squash and Tennis teams, and as a result knew way too 
many upperclassmen for his own good.  Thus, when the Matrix Reloaded came out my junior spring, we were 
blown out of our mind when we realized we were going to the loop with a bunch of Seniors.  It was interest-
ing, because there were girls our age going too, but each one was with a Senior guy.  It wasnʼt awkward...  
Matrix Reloaded frazzled our minds with the ridiculous actions sequences and just philosophically deep 
enough to understand that more was going on than we could understand.  We came back to campus very late 
and very confused.

Fight Club

Fight Club dominated our Lower year.  As everyone knows, 
the Lower are the forsaken class, with no real place at Phillips 
Academy.  We arenʼt juniors who do nothing but cramming around 
commons tables, and we arenʼt quite upperclassmen who have 
work.  During this forgotten time, I can see why we watched Fight 
Club so frequently.  Every line was a one liner, easily tweaked a 
little to make some sense in our Lower lives. 

At times they were quite depressing: “Youʼre not your job. 
Youʼre not how much money you have in the bank. Youʼre not the 
car you drive. Youʼre not the contents of your wallet. Youʼre not 
your khakis. Youʼre the all-singing, all-dancing crap of the world.”  
We couldnʼt even drive yet, but we understood what Tyler Durden 
was trying to say.  There wasnʼt anything we could do but act like 
angst-ridden Lowers.    

Lock. Stock and Two Smoking Barrels

Upper year was like Lock, Stock. Both were immensely 
confusing, and didnʼt make sense much of the time until the 
end.  But there werenʼt, of course, fields of marijuana, guns, or 
British accents at PA.  Guy Ritchie made this film, and Iʼm sure 
it reminds everyone of Snatch.  I watched this movie quite a bit.  
There were too many handfuls of people in this movie, all com-
pletely different but somehow interconnected.  There is nothing 
more entertaining than watching British men haggling in the 
back of sketchy stores, when talking about money, spouting 
off lines like “you could choke a dozen donkeys on that! And 
youʼre haggling over one hundred pound? Whatʼre you doing 
when youʼre not buying stereos Nick? Financing revolutions?”  
Every time I was scared or confused by my Upper history or 
economics paper, Iʼd just remember this film.  It was skewed 
logic, but I kept trying to convince myself that when life gets 

hellish, as long as youʼre spouting wit, things will usually turn out well for you in the end.

City of God

After Upper Spring, I thought my Andover career could not get any harder.  I quickly realized how 
wrong I was when I began my senior fall. With too much work and college applications flooding onto the 
floor (as my drawers were filled with pamphlets and information packets), I quickly was overwhelmed.  
Ben Kuller ʼ06, a friend of mine, lent me a movie called City of God.  It was about life in the ghettos of 
Rio de Janeiro and won well over 60 awards.  Let s̓ just say it made the stressful hell known as Senior Fall 
easier for me.

Hostel

Yes.  Hostel.  Iʼm sure you all have heard many different 
stories about how gruesome it was, how excessively far it went, 
and horror stories of people becoming ill during the movie.  I 
own it on DVD – it isnʼt that bad.  I went to go see that movie 
with a bunch of other seniors, but many of them dropped out 
at the last second.  We walked in to the theater, and it was 
completely packed.  We literally took the last seats that were 
scattered throughout the theater and were forced to separate into 
clusters of two to three people.  

The movie was so twisted, that it left not only the person left 
of me (who shall remain anonymous) hidden under his tent-like 
jacket, but the man next to me.  He looked like a body builder, 
but he also had a little jacket that he made a tent over his head 
with.  As I also avoided looking at the screen, I scanned the the-
ater to find most people were either cowering behind the person 
next to them, or covering their eyes with their hands – leaving a little crack just so they can tell when all 
the horror would be over.  It was ridiculous.  This being said, Hostel dominated the box offices as the top 
movie for that weekend.

Each film is significant because they are inexorably linked to experiences from the past four years.  
From watching screwed up movies at the loop to watching movies every morning on my bed junior year, 
films have had a great impact on me here at Andover.  A certain lower to remain anonymous in my dorm 
had told Wagman and me that he hadn t̓ ever seen Fight Club a few weeks ago.  We proceeded to making 
him watch it with us that night (don t̓ worry, it was a Saturday night).  Throughout the film he got excited 
and all he kept saying was, “Wow!  Brad Pitt is SO cool!”  Next thing we know, it s̓ lower year again and 
we spent the next week rattling off fight club quotes.  The subsequent week we watched Rounders, which 
took us back to junior year.  Wagman s̓ away message for the past few weeks has been the famous Round-
er s̓ creed.  

In the stress-filled ball known as Andover, movies have played a titanic part in my life.  Each one, 
with their tiny anecdotes, has left a lasting message.  When my coach told me before my first track meet to 
“carb up”, I got the wrong idea.  While watching a movie at the loop, I ate 4 whoppers from the nearby 
BK lounge.  That night and my meet didn t̓ go so well.  When I recall Troy, more than just “don t̓ ever mess 
with Achilles or Odysseus”, I remember that it s̓ a bad idea to “carb up” with Burger King.  Its memories 

Parag
Khandelwal
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Ben Lasman ʼ06 is famous around campus for his musical prowess and his 
amazing 80s style.

The Living 
Arts section of The 
Phillipian is proud 
to bestow the  2006 

Artist of the Year Award to Benjamin 
Lasman, Class of 2006.  Lasman has 
received this honor for his success in 
music, art, and theater at Phillips Acad-
emy.

Thanks to his prefects  ̓ enthusiasm, 
Lasman stayed away from the world of 
theater in his freshman year.  When he 
became a Lower, though, he decided to 
try it out.  After all, it was “something 
fun, that Iʼd never done before.”  Las-
manʼs debut was a small role in Ham-
let.  It was followed by plays such as 
“Stage Directions,” in which Ben nar-
rated everything he did (“It was kind of 
hilarious, because it was so bad”) and 
“Captivity of Pixie Shedman.”  Ben en-
joyed this play because Mark Efinger, 
Instructor in Theatre, and the small cast 
allowed for more focus and a deeper ap-
proach to the acting.  The theater group 
went to a convention in Maine.  “We lost 
horribly,” Lasman recalls with a laugh.  
“Everyone else had these large, elabo-
rate musicals, and ours was just a few 
people in a small play.”  They won an 
acting award, though, and “it was fun”.  

Lasman still enjoys the theatre, but 
has moved towards improvisation.  He 
is currently part of PAʼs own Under the 
Bed.  Lasman is also attracted to the-

aterʼs musical element.  He was part of 
the band in this yearʼs winter term 520 
production “Loveʼs Labours Lost.”

But Lasman has an even deeper con-
nection with the music scene at Phillips.  
Since his arrival in 2002, Lasman has 
been a member of at least twenty bands, 
though some were rather short-lived.  

In his Lower year, he was in a group 
called Angkst, which made it to the final 
round of Battle of the Bands.  This “rap-
metal-joke hybrid” troupe, along with a 
later group called the Three Buccaneers, 
both performed in past Grasshopper 
Nights and Rabbot Cabarets.  The Three 
Buccaneers will record a pirate album 
over the summer.  

Lasman has been a member of many 
other bands, one of which was a trio 
known as “Bravo Charlie.”  Ben wrote 
the songs with one other member, sang, 
and played the guitar.  Bravo Charlie 
performed in the Ryley Room and at one 
of the Spring Carnivals.  They have cre-
ated a ten-track album.  Ben also played 
the bass and drums in various bands. He 
still specializes on the guitar, but enjoys 
the opportunity of trying other instru-
ments.  

Lasman is best known as the lead 
guitarist of the time-traveling Norwe-
gian band Lüfthahmer.  He would like 
to record an album with the band, but 
scheduling has been an issue with more 
people.  Ben is now working on a solo 

acoustic album, which will hopefully be 
released by the end of the year.  He is 
also looking for agents to produce his 
work.

The area of visual arts is where Ben 
feels least comfortable.  However, his 
“lack of dedication and talent” do noth-
ing to limit his interest.  He still looks 
for strange movies, and has tried his 
hand at writing some.  As of yet, none 
of his attempts are finished, but that 
doesnʼt matter.  “One of these days,” he 
states simply.  

If Lasman had to choose, though, he 
would rather focus on music or writing, 
another one of his passions.  Ben writes 
a great deal of short stories, many of 
which have been published in the Cou-
rant.  He has started writing four novels, 
and is close to the bare minimum with 
which he can begin approaching agents.

But which of these potential careers 
will Ben Lasman pursue?  “Itʼs hard to 
pick between writing and music,” he re-
plied.  He feels passionate about writ-
ing, and thinks he could use it in educa-
tion, journalism, or writing novels.  The 
latter he considers somewhat idealistic, 
as his dreams of rockstar acclaim are a 
little loftier.  But who knows?  Anything 
could happen.

So, once again, congratulations to 
Benjamin A. Lasman, 2006 Artist of the 
Year.

- Kyle Ofori

Andover’s Renaissance Man
Artist of the Year-Ben Lasman ’06

Best of ’06

PARAGʼS LAST STAND AS MOVIEMAN



1992: I was four. I watched TV a lot 
and didn t̓ like to read. Like most typical 
television sets of the nineties, mine regu-
larly featured shows like “Power Rangers” 
and “Winnie the Pooh.” But my favorite 
programs to watch were not of the nineties. 
They were the only shows where I would lie 
on my stomach, legs swinging behind my 
head, with the perfect bowl of popcorn and 
glass of chocolate milk. 

I watched all the Groucho Marx I could 
get. Also, “The Gold Rush,” starring Char-
lie Chaplin, “Return of the Pink Panther,” 
“Strictly Ballroom,” “Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying Machines,” and many 
others were stacked next to my VCR. Films 
were my escape from reality. My undevel-
oped mind craved experiences; it wanted to 
explore and discover, go on 

Fast forward to 2002: I applied to New 
York Film Academy – “N.Y.F.A.” I was 
fourteen at the time and I applied without 
telling my parents. I thought I wouldn t̓ get 
in because it seemed so prestigious. I was 
very surprised when I received a letter of ac-
ceptance. I went to the first day of classes 
and saw that not only was I the youngest 
one in the 25-person class, but the male to 
female ratio was 5 to 1. (A reason for girls 
to get into film.)

I made three films, each a minute lon-
ger than its predecessor. We filmed in 16 
mm black and white on manual cameras 
with three lens options. We edited on Stein-
becks, huge machines that used turn-tables 

to run the film reels through a projector. We 
sliced the film up and then taped it, literally, 
back together in the sequence we wanted. 
My films were by no means mature or pro-
foundly deep. They were fun, and were fun 
to make, but I was by no means the next 
Spielberg. I learned making films wasn t̓ 
nearly as simple as watching them.

2004: I took my first film class at Ando-
ver – Art-309 with Ms. Veenema. I remem-
ber seeing the Audio-Visual Center for the 
first time. The editing suites with Avid and 
Final Cut Pro on G5 Processors, the green 
screen room, the DV cameras, sound booms, 
microphones – I was drooling. 

I made three films. The first one was the 
best. It was a series of shots of feet going up 
and down while jump-roping. Eventually, 
the shots panned back and you saw a girl 
trying with adorable determination to master 
jump-roping. She starts to count how many 
she can do in a row: 1, 2, 3 . . . 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10! She finally does it. There was 
no sound in the film except the song “Send 
Me On My Way” by Rusted Root. When the 
lights came up, my film class was silent be-
fore they broke into huge smiles. With that 
film, I had my first touch of creating a real 
cinematic experience. I drew my audience 
in, captured them, and made them care about 
a little girl and her jump rope. 

2005: I wrote a screenplay the summer 
before my senior year and made the film as an 
IP course my Senior Fall. During my Lower 
and Upper years, I directed four plays, and I 

wanted to combine my knowledge of theatre 
direction with film production. The filming 
schedule was a bit messy and unorganized 
because of actors  ̓schedules and the need for 
appropriate daylight or night settings. But 
the production period was the most fun Iʼve 
ever had making a film. 

The final product was displayed at a 
screening at the end of Fall Term, complete 
with red carpet and a Q&A period after the 
show. I felt like a movie star though I was 
anything but, and my film was not quite 
blockbuster-quality. I remember thinking 
how hard it had been to organize and shoot 
according to schedule. Then, I realized how 
silly I was for criticizing directors when their 
films went overtime in their production pe-
riods. It was so hard to stay on track and so 
easy to drown in the production period as I 
got lost in the story. 

2006: Iʼm going to Northwestern Uni-
versity, School of Communication. Iʼll be in 
the Department of Radio/Film/Television. I 
could not have done this without Andover, 
without this school to support my ideas and 
dreams of cinema. Andover gave me the 
resources and the equipment I needed to 
break into filmmaking. Good filmmaking 
requires experiences – a lifetime of them. 
Otherwise, no one would have any ideas. I 
know that as I continue to make films and 
learn about the world of cinema, Andover 
will be a essential experience that I can 
draw ideas from.  This school is a power-
ful tool for inspiration.
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I was in the most ad-
vanced level of ballet at my 
old ballet school, so I was 
pretty confident during my 
first placement class fresh-
man year. My balloon burst, 
however, when I placed into 
intermediate ballet rather 
than advanced. Being in in-

termediate meant I would 
have to take some modern 
classes. 

At the time, modern 
dance was my arch-nem-
esis. I thought of modern as 
unchallenging, kind of ugly, 
and downright weird. When 
I walked into my first class, 

I imagined my teacher tell-
ing me to let out my inner 
tree. Instead, we started with 
backbreaking laterals and 
awkward jumping, jerking, 
and falling. I looked like an 
idiot. Needless to say, it took 
me a while to adjust to mod-
ern. 

The principles of mod-
ern went against everything I 
had been trained to do since 
I was seven. I was supposed 
to turn in my feet and I was 
supposed to relax my arms. 
I was supposed to let my 
weight fall into the floor, in-
stead of denying gravity. 

I hated it. 
But somewhere along the 

way, I decided to take a class 
without thinking at all about 
what I looked like. I was go-
ing to push every jump to its 
limit, and fall like I meant it. 
And it turned out I liked it. 
Kind of. By Junior Spring, 
I moved up to the advanced 
level, and I found myself 
taking the occasional mod-
ern class even though I was 
focusing on ballet. Today, 
I love modern dance, find-
ing it much easier to express 
myself because I can start to 
move beyond the basics of 
technique. 

Ballet, though, will al-
ways be my first love. I look 
back on the years Iʼve danced 
ballet here and I see how 
much Iʼve grown as a dancer. 
Iʼve gained more precision, 
more endurance, more musi-

cality. Iʼm a stronger dancer 
now than I could have ever 
been without the guidance 
and support of the teachers 
here at Andover. As gradua-
tion approaches, I canʼt help 
but wonder where I will go 
from here. 

Since Iʼve been at An-
dover, Iʼve taken ballet, 
modern, flamenco, Brazil-
ian dance...Iʼve been able to 
perform in so many different 
situations, from small-scale 
dance demos to Dance Open 
and the Nutcracker, from 
modern to ballet to lyrical. 
Iʼve been stage manager, 
light operator, and mentor 
for a fair amount of shows, 
and Iʼve worked on the dance 
committee. 

Itʼs been possible for me 
to be involved in all aspects 
of dance, and now that my 
time here is drawing to an 
end, I wonder if Iʼve already 
performed my last classical 
ballet variation. 

How many dance classes 
did I let fly by without bat-
ting an eye? When will I next 
have a chance to learn Hai-
tian dance, or tech a show? 
Iʼve loved every minute of 
dancing here at Andover, 
bleeding toes and all. My last 
performance is coming up 
this summer in Edinburgh...
and what happens after that? 
I donʼt know. But I know that 
the love of all forms of dance 
that Andover instilled in me 
will help me figure it out.

Domenica MacNaughton

If we have seen further, it has been by 
standing on the shoulders of giants. 

A half-finished painting.  A locker of 
weapons.  A paper-mache cow.  Fake ciga-
rettes.  A vacuum cleaner named “Butch” 
and a hardware cabinet named “Sally.”

These are only a few of the outlandish 
items found in the Theatre Department.  
Whoever thought of acquiring items like 
these was either crazy, or creative, or crazy 
creative.  But it s̓ probably because of these 
insane minds that the Theatre Department 
has been so successful.

This year, the Theatre Department un-
derwent a number of positive changes, the 

largest and most visible of which being 
the substantial change in student directed 
shows.  The new iteration of the Drama 
Lab program was conceived three or four 
years ago by previous years of producers, 
all of whom had been inspired by the The-
atre faculty members.

Our faculty are amazing, from Mr. 
Efinger, who overhauled the concept of 
student-directed productions, to Mr. Hee-
lan, renowned among the students for his 
disregard for custom and expectation, to 
Mr. Bacon, whose patience for the “best 
and brightest of America” is unparalleled.  
Thanks to the genius and dedication of the 
brilliant people who came before us, we 
have had a very successful year in the The-
atre Department.

For the past few years, at the very least, 
Drama Labs were called Theatre Class-
rooms, and they were something you did 
only if your show did not get accepted in 
Steinbach Theater.  Theatre Classrooms, 
produced only occasionally, were consid-
ered “lesser theatre.”  They were mostly 
regarded as stepping-stones to directing in 
Steinbach.

This year, student-directed shows no 
longer took place in Steinbach, a decision 
finalized at the end of last year to the dis-
may of a good number of students.  This 
decision was a culmination of many years 
of deliberation by the years of previous 
producers and the department faculty.  
And because of their innovative ideas, the 
Drama Labs this year reached a new and 
unprecedented level of success.

There has been a theatre production 
every Friday this year, which means about 
35 shows have gone up in the Theater 
Classroom.  Over 300 students have been 
involved with the department in one capac-
ity or another.  Between 50 and 90 people 
attend the Friday performances each week-
end.  And the quality of the performances 
improved beyond anyone s̓ expectations, 
including my own.

Working on a team with the other pro-
ducers, Emma Dorsey ʼ06 and Danny Silk 
ʼ07, to bring about these changes this year 
has been one of the most challenging and 
rewarding experiences for me here at An-
dover.  My teammates have shown me how 
to be an effective leader and have encour-
aged me to put forth my best foot for this 
job.  I have learned so much by working 
with them.  And, of course, the faculty 
members and past producers have been an 
inspiration to everyone in the department 
and me as well.

I hope that next year and the years to 
follow will be as successful as years past 
have been.  I know the faculty will continue 
to support and encourage the new Theatre 
students.  When I look at the students in the 
Theatre Department, I know that they have 
potential to help Theatre at PA grow be-
yond the vision we have worked to achieve 
this year.

I wonʼt begin by saying, “I entered 
Andover as a scared little freshman.”  
Scared was probably the last emotion 
I felt as I matriculated.  I was ready to 
take on the world.  One of my goals as 
a new student was to trump my middle 
school experiences with new and ex-
citing things, especially in terms of 
music.

One musical group that immedi-
ately caught my attention was In-Skip, 
Andoverʼs premier student-run a cap-
pella group at the time.  I was a huge 
fan of a cappella and after asking ev-
eryone I met about In-Skip, I decided 
that I would try out.  On one of my first 
Andover weekends, I stood in front of 
Jeff Chung ʼ03 and Abbe Anderson ʼ03 
and sang my heart out.  That evening, I 
received a call from Jeff saying that I 
made the group.  Thus began my mu-
sical experience at Andover.  In-Skip 
has since disbanded, yet in my Lower 
Year, a group fondly known as The 
Yorkies was born. In that first year, we 
became the go-to group for serenades, 
birthday wishes, and even the opening 
of an exhibit at the Addison Gallery.  
The school has given us some incred-
ible opportunities, inviting us to sing 
at a number of events and granting us 
funding to produce a CD.  One of our 
songs, Sweetest Thing, was awarded 
a berth on this years “Best of High 
School A Cappella” album.  Between 
In Skip and The Yorkies, my love for a 
cappella also carried over into another 
group on campus.

Being a part of the Fidelio Society 
was not something I originally set out 
to do when I began at Andover.  Al-
though I once played classical piano, 
classical a cappella was something 

that was not on my radar screen yet.  
After hearing Fidelio, I wanted to be a 
part of their sound. I was not success-
ful at first.  I experienced an intense 
audition process that perhaps I was 
not completely ready for.  However, I 
persevered at the beginning of my up-
per year and became part of the group. 
After almost two amazing years in the 
group, I have entered a new realm of 
music.  It is largely due to Fidelio that 
I chose to study classical voice in col-
lege. However, I still enjoy holding 
onto my original roots in popular rock 
music.

Though the school offers such a 
solid foundation in classical music, 
there are still numerous student instru-
mentalists that choose rock.  Because 
of the various performance opportuni-
ties at Andover, I have been able to do 
both. Iʼve had a number of solo acts 
as well as a number of chances to jam 
with several of Andoverʼs most talent-
ed musicians throughout the years. 

While the majority of my memo-
ries are positive, itʼs not always easy 
to be a musician at Andover and it re-
quires a high level of persistence.  In 
all of the successes, there have still 
been some disappointments.  With all 
the diversity of talent and personali-
ties involved, itʼs important to remem-
ber that you may not always get the 
gigs you really want.  I faced rejection 
from Grasshopper Night and Rabbot 
Cabaret my senior year after receiv-
ing positive feedback for solo acts in 
previous years.  So, you try to shrug 
off the letdowns, maintain you sense 
of humor, and keep on trucking.

 I am thankful for all of the unique 
opportunities and for all of the support 

my friends have given me.  I am thank-
ful for the classical training I have re-
ceived from teachers like Dr. Warsaw, 
Mr. Combs, and Mr. Walter, as well 
as the less conventional training from 

older students like Rashid Galadenei 
ʼ03 and Ben Heller ʼ05.  My experi-
ences at Andover have all helped me 
grow and further discover myself as a 
musician and a person.

J. Siddall/The Phillipian

S. Blackman/The Phillipian

S. Anderson/The Phillipian

M. Discenza/The Phillipian



I like to think of myself as having been on Varsity Dance 
since Junior year. Sure ballerinas donʼt run around wearing bulky 
equipment or tackle one another, but dance is as much of an en-
durance sport as those played on any field, court, or pool. 

I would even go as far as to argue that it is more intense than 
most other sports on campus because, for the most part, the phys-
ical exertion is downplayed rather than outwardly aggressive. 
The bottom line is that it is harder than it seems to make a series 
of high-energy turns and leaps look easy.

You canʼt immediately tell merely by watching a dancer per-
form, but it is astounding to consider the amount of strength and 
flexibility it takes to jump up about four feet into the air, do an in-
tricate kick or turn cleanly, and then accomplish a silent landing. 

To those who have the nerve to tell me that dance is not a “le-
git” sport let me just say that I would like to see you tie on a pair 
of pointe shoes, usually made of wood, then try to do some elabo-
rate footwork while gracefully traveling across a dance floor on 
your toes. I can also say that those awful shoes have branded my 
feet with a seal of blisters and sores that reveal only a fraction of 
the hours Iʼve spent balancing at the barre— dancing is no joke.

A dance performance involves no shifts or benchwarmers. It 
continues until the music stops. I cannot get enough of that exas-
perated high that always follows an intense two-hour rehearsal.  
There is satisfaction in sore leg muscles, and a triumphant feeling 
in the successful execution of eight fuete turns in a row in front of 
a hundred of my classmates.

As for the role that Dance at Andover has played in my life 
over the past four years, it has been a huge factor. I have chosen 
dance as a sport for at least one trimester each year. 

For the trimesters during which Iʼve taken on other important 
tasks, such as managing the Varsity Boys Basketball team, I have 
always made a point of working on projects with student-run 
dance groups when I was not working on a solo. 

The Theatre and Dance Department has definitely encour-
aged me to become a more versatile performer. It never failed to 
provide enough structure so that there was no shortage of faculty 
guidance when it came time to put a major production together. 

As the director of the Dance Open 2006, I donʼt think I 
wouldʼve gotten anything done without the help from my dance 
teachers, Instructors in Theatre and Dance Erin Strong and Judith 
Wombwell. They were available every step of the way to help me 
put the Dance Committee s̓ vision in motion. 

I have also always felt free to pursue my own projects consist-
ing of a little bit of every style with groups such as Blue Strut and 
Hipnotiq, without being kept on a tight leash by the department. 
It has always been a blast to get together with a group of my 
friends and come up with our own choreography that expresses 
whatever we, the students, want. 

The opportunities to start a great piece or group and put it on 
a stage have been constant throughout my PA career. 

I cannot think of a term during which I did not have to attend 
some kind of rehearsal regularly, be it for Grasshopper Night, 
Abbot Cabaret, or the Dance Open. Of course the best part of it 
all is getting compliments after every performance. I mean, it is 
wonderful to be praised for presenting a dance piece that takes 
months to create and memorize, especially if it is comprised of 
movements that take years to perfect.
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In my three years at Andover, I 
have thrived and grown artistically.  I 
was asked to write about my experi-
ence with visual arts, but, really, I have 
at least experimented with many dif-
ferent forms of artistic expression, in-
cluding acting, instrumental and vocal 
music, and creative writing.  However, 
I have recently found myself focusing 
on clothing design: I really enjoy de-
signing and making clothes.  This had 
been an interest of mine ever since I at-
tempted to cut up tiny pieces of polka 
dotted cotton to make into blouses for 
my dolls, but it was one that I didnʼt see 
myself pursuing at Andover, amidst all 
my schoolwork.  However, I leave this 
school now with a dream to become a 
fashion designer, a thought which nev-
er even occurred to me before starting 
here.

I owe my successes in this field 

to the encouragement that Iʼve had 
along the way.  Although I didnʼt take 
any classes at Andover in design, Iʼve 
found an incredible amount of sup-
port for my passion.  For example, I 
expressed interest in clothing design 
to members of the Theatre Department 
faculty, and they granted me free reign 
over the costumes of all three Theatre 
520 Productions this year, and an Inde-
pendent Project in the spring, in which 
I am able to spend as much time as I 
like in the costume shop sewing and de-
signing and problem solving.  Friends 
and peers have helped along the way, 
too, giving me an incredible amount of 
positive feedback about my work.  In 
addition, I was able to write a do-it-
yourself column for Backtracks Maga-
zine, which was a fun experience.  I 
enjoyed creating manageable sewing 
projects for the not-too-experienced 

but ambitious reader.
At the end of three years, I have im-

proved drastically in my abilities, and 
I am excited about a dream that just 
might come true with a little work.  The 
great thing about Andover is it makes 
you realize that the unrealistic goals 
lingering in the back of your mind are 
not actually unrealistic at all—likely 
they are quite plausible.  All you need 
to do is listen to all the people who love 
you and love your work.  Let them en-
courage you, but listen to the criticism, 
too, because without it, you canʼt im-
prove.  

I will walk at graduation proudly 
wearing a white dress that I designed 
and made.  I have very mixed emotions 
about leaving Andover as I go off to try 
to make my dream come true.  I will 
certainly never forget the place where 
my aspirations were really cultivated.

Theater has occupied an incred-
ible amount of my time at Ando-
ver:  I have acted in about 15 plays, 
directed 2, and produced upwards 
of 12.  I was in charge of Grass-
hopper Night in the fall, though 
that will be the first and last time 
I will mention it as I have blocked 
most of the experience out of my 
memory.   Given, I have fe-
vered flashbacks of too-loud amps, 
endless rehearsals, and the Yor-
kies ripping off their shirts, but 
those images usually come to me 
in the night when I wake up from a 
nightmare in a cold sweat.  In four 
years, I have spent countless hours 
in rehearsals, memorizing lines, 
blocking scenes, overseeing pro-
ductions, scheduling meetings, etc.  
At Andover, I have so little time 
that I literally have not called my 
mom in three weeks.  However, I 
have decided to spend much of my 
precious time in windowless black 
boxes, doing theater.  Why would 
anyone commit themselves to such 
a demanding program?  Because I 
get to use power tools?  Because I 
have access to all props and cos-
tumes (including a bloodied head 
and a camel outfit)?  Because I 
have been waiting for the perfect 
moment to steal Mark Efingerʼs 
beaver-hunter hat?  Because I have 
a masochistic misplaced sense of 

loyalty that manifests itself in tak-
ing on huge responsibilities?  Yes, 
but it is more than that.  Theater 
is not just about the lights or the 
final bow; itʼs not even about the 
script.  Theater, for me, has been 
about people.

I learned more about people 
through my involvement in theater 
than in any one English, History, 
Philosophy, or Sociology course at 
Andover. Through acting, direct-
ing, and improv, Iʼve come to better 
understand how personal motives 
manifest themselves in nonverbal 
communication.  I put that knowl-
edge to use on unsuspecting class-
mates all of the time.  

Theater has stripped the mys-
tery off of interviewing, classroom 
dynamics, and even hitting on that 
hottie in Ryley (though perhaps 
my personal lack of conquests may 
speak poorly of the department, I 
ask you not to be too harsh.  The 
fault is mine, not theaterʼs). The 
process of putting up a production 
has forced me to become a more 
dynamic, organized person.  Addi-
tionally, I have learned more about 
diplomacy (or as Lisa Donchak 
calls it, “getting people to do what 
you want without offending them”) 
than I believe I could in any other 
school program.  

It takes a lot of charisma to con-

vince a Varsity Lacrosse Player to 
put on eyeliner.  However, through 
theater, people continually surprise 
me.  The willingness to take risks, 
the trust that being on stage with 
someone requires, the dedication 
to the production as a whole over 
anyone elseʼs personal success; 
all of it compounds into a process 
that has shaped my Andover expe-
rience.  The immense energy that 
students bring to an extracurricular 
activity astounds me.  Kids donʼt 
do that because they like power 
tools, they do that because they 
love people.

So in spite of all of the mechan-
ical tedium of that-production-
which-shall-not-be-named, in spite 
of my estranged relationship with 
my family, my friends, and that 
hottie in Ryley, I still feel com-
pelled to rejoice about theater in all 
its forms.  At its best, a production 
is a celebration of life itself.  At its 
worst, a production is an emotion-
ally scarring “growth opportunity.”  
The department is eccentric, loud, 
cultish, even.  However, in all cas-
es, the degree to which P.A. theater 
involves kids, at all levels, in cel-
ebrating people amounts to some-
thing truly unique, truly loveable.   
Perhaps that is why I did it.

Emma Dorsey

Anna Hoʼ06 looks back on the dark side of the high school experience in 
her poem, “Thank you Mr. Ginsberg.” She silenced a full house in Tang 
Theater when she gave an emotional and powerful reading of the piece at 
the Af-Lat-Am Coffeehouse on Friday, May 12.

I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starving
neurotic, desperate 
sleek sports cars in ritalin red and bulimic blue running on nothing fullofspeed 
impossible acrobats, high flyers suspended in hell and doomed to fall
kamikaze pilots with one mission: perfection in every endeavor
a diverse multinational coalition of youth from every quarter
absorbing processing spitting out information
don t̓ you wish you had our powers of concentration?
churning out papers like a Xerox machine 
connecting ideas faster than your Pentium 3
finely-tuned machines racing on HYP fuel
that receive letters at the end of school
with a handwritten not photocopied head of school s̓ signature saying 
Congratulations on honor role, weʼre so proud of you wow, what an achievement 
but why don t̓ you feel any joy? just another hurdle overcome, anything else would 
have been unacceptable no time to celebrate must move on
that hold leadership positions in their extracurriculars and on the college form can 
write
president, editor, first violinist, captain of varsity    insert sport here  ,
that get 5s on their APs, 2400s on their SATs, 36s on their ACTs
and can tell you more than you ever wanted to know about what those acronyms 
mean
that spend hours in the gym working on their physique sweating their $250,000 
brains out 
(adding up tuition from preschool onwards)
elipticalling on three hours of sleep and a fever of a hundred and one
youʼre not perfect if youʼre fat—burn, baby, burn! 
that walk the paths like zombies on fast forward saying hi to no one seeing nothing 
making to do lists in their heads, temporarily stuck behind a herd of ninth graders 
smelling the flowers out of my way you fucking freshmen Iʼve got work to do—
and adults wonder why students get crunked, cut, snort, throw the entire contents of 
their 
stomachs up, or don t̓ eat at all? 
If you can t̓ scream cuz that would be failure and theyʼd send you home to the 
rents—a 
fate worse than death—youʼve gotta cope somehow—how s̓ “medical leave” gonna 
look on your college resume?
all for the dream, the red and the green
no, not Christmas, I mean the ivy covered bricks
putting life on hold till we get there once weʼre in college weʼll have some fun
can t̓ be a teenager here anyway always under the gun
can t̓ wait, getting wasted every night hooking up left and right no more rules or 
responsibility –sweet—sounds great, right? Not like youʼre trading one zombie state 
for another, nuh uh, notatall 
and it s̓ funny, you know, because these are the best minds of my generation! 
The most talented, well educated, qualified minds of my generation.
I wonder what would happen if we stopped thinking of them as minds and started 
thinking of them as sixteen year olds.

Catherine Castillo



Each year in celebration of 
National Coming Out Day, rain-
bow bands adorn the pillars on 
the steps of Samuel Phillips Hall. 
In conjunction, Andover s̓ Gay 
Straight Alliance sponsors events 
that include a drag dance and 
movie night, to spread awareness 
of homosexuality on campus. But 
how often do PA students discuss 
what it is like to be gay on cam-
pus? I can safely say, not often.

Thus, the original intention of 
this assignment was to find out the 
answer to the question, “What is it 
like to be gay at Andover?” I ex-
pected the answer would be com-
plicated. However, I soon realized 
that there is no one answer. 

I began my search at the first 
logical place: last Monday s̓ GSA 
meeting.

Some heterosexual students at 
Andover believe that the GSA is 
for homosexual students only.

They forget that the acronym 
stands for Gay Straight Alliance.  
When I arrived I found that a mere 
three members of the eleven were 
openly gay.

I asked the group, “What is the 
common experience among ho-
mosexual students at Andover?”  

Many GSA members were 
offended by this question. They 
responded that there is no one 
“common experience” for a ho-
mosexual student at Andover, just 
as there is no one common experi-
ence for a musician, an athlete, or 
a minority student. 

We moved into discussion 
about what it is to be gay at An-
dover.  The majority of the group 
agreed that homophobia ran ram-
pant on campus, an idea that was 
widely disputed by other hetero-
sexual students I spoke with.

GSA President Alex Wolf ʼ06, 
said that “closeted homophobia” 
was prevalent within our com-
munity.  

Some expressed the opinion 
that while homophobia is rarely 
shown outwardly, many members 
of the community hold homopho-
bic beliefs.

Instructor in Chemistry and 
Advisor for Gay, Lesbian, and 
Bisexual Issues Dr. Paul Cernota 
added, “I donʼt think we change 

many opinions, but we change a 
lot of behavior.”

One student said, “There s̓ not 
going to be a hate crime, but [ho-
mophobia] is still there.”

We next discussed the issue of 
the annual GSA drag dance that 
took place this past Saturday. 

According to Wolf, the dance 
symbolizes the ambiguity be-
tween gender and sexual orien-
tation.  However, Wolf also said 
that he worried beforehand that 
the dance could deteriorate into a 
mean-spirited “freak show.”

One GSA member wor-

ried that the community was not 
prepared for such a progressive 
weekend of events.  She feared 
that many would attend the events 

without understanding the reason-
ing behind them or even that some 
people would not attend because 
the events advocated gay aware-
ness.

Even though Phillips Acad-
emy extols its virtue of “youth 
from every quarter,” some GSA 
members voiced their concern at 
the small number of openly gay 
students on campus.  Some mem-
bers even advocated establishing 
sexual orientation as another cri-
terion in the admissions process.

Some members of Andover s̓ 
homosexual community believed 
that the small number of “out” 
students forced them to be “asex-
ual.”  

One student remarked, “I 
think a lot of gay kids donʼt come 
out because they have no way to 
express their sexuality.”  He be-
lieved that the relatively small 
number of gay students hampered 
the formation of gay relationships 
on campus.

Despite these negative experi-
ences, most agreed that the treat-
ment of non-heterosexuals on 
campus depended upon the indi-
vidual.  

One member said, “It varies 
from person to person how they 
perceive you.”  

Another said, “Being out is 
different for everyone.”

After visiting the GSA meet-
ing, I turned to a much different 
source, Instructor in Physical 
Education Karen Kennedy and 
her partner Linda Sharar, who cel-
ebrated the birth of their first child 

last year.
Ms. Kennedy described the 

community s̓ response to her 
daughter s̓ birth, “I donʼt think 
that we get treated any differently.  
The Andover community is cel-
ebratory of birth and all new ad-
ditions.”

Ms. Sharar added, “I havenʼt 
seen any outward negativity.”  

Furthermore, she said, “We 
try to live our lives as personally 
as we can.  There are people who 
are positive and we try to surround 
ourselves with them.”

After the mixed feedback, I 
spoke with some heterosexual 
students about their perceptions of 
the treatment of homosexual stu-
dents on campus.  Most believed 
that the respect given to Andover s̓ 

gay community was much greater 
than that given at the majority of 
schools in America.

However, on occasion, het-
erosexual students used the term 
“gay” as slang, synonymous with 
“stupid” or “lame.”  

Members of the GSA did not 
believe that the use of the term 
as an invective is ever appropri-
ate. In agreement with many of 
the GSA members, most of the 
heterosexuals with whom I spoke 
recognized that the experience of 
gays at Andover varied from per-
son to person. 

Thus, the question to ask is 
not, “What is it like to be gay at 
Andover?”. 

It is “What is it like to be 
you?”
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The Best of Living Arts 2006

What the world really needs is some 
more beauty.  

This mission was accomplished on 
the Friday before Winter finals. The West 
Quad North Fashion Charity Show brought 
a flurry of classy and edgy clothing, big 
hair, bold make-up, and sky-high heels to 
campus.

Lower Right in Commons was trans-
formed into a high fashion runway. Con-
structed right down the middle of the room, 
the catwalk served as center stage.  The 
bright flood lights on each end of the cat-
walk, which lit up the dim room and the 
fast-tempo techno music, made up the 
mood and energy.  

The notoriously beautiful “Franz and 
Ashton,” a.k.a. Jeffrey Bakkensen ʼ06 and 
Daniel Bacon ʼ06, hosted this year s̓ fash-
ion show.  Each claimed to have a highly 
elite background of modeling, and an insa-
tiable passion for fashion.

Skits of the night included a day in the 
life of a model, as Bacon gave a blow by 
blow commentary of “Franz s̓ʼ” strenuous 
lifestyle of maintaining his physique and ex-

hausting himself in photo shoots.  
And what would a fashion show be 

without a walk-off?  The two Emcees strut-
ted their stuff and left their skills on the 
catwalk. Bakkensen unleashed his devilish 
strut, illegal in 12 countries, and won the 
contest, leaving Bacon in tears.

While the number of designers were 
few, they made up for their scarcity with 
creativity. 

Isabelle Caskey ʻ08 went for a boho/
jungle theme.  She chose dark, rich colors 
for her fabrics and contrasted it with bright, 
colorful accents.  Her dresses draped casu-
ally on the models  ̓bodies for an elegant 
look. 

Kaite Estaba ʼ07 tried a bolder theme. 
She teased her models  ̓ hair and applied 
pale make-up with dark eye shadow for a 
“escaping from a psych-ward” look.  Estaba 
bound her models in caution tape and even 
accessorized one with a surgical mask. 

Angels graced the stage wearing pieces 
from Abigail Donahue s̓ ̓ 08 and Emily Co-
korinos  ̓̓ 08 collection. The designers spent 
time over summer break compiling ideas.  

For porcelain doll-like motif, all pieces of 
their collection were in white or ivory.  

Virginia Sweeney ʼ06 created a pol-
ished collection of day wear.  

One of her models, Olivia Pei ʼ07, said 
“Weʼre only high school students, but the 
quality of each piece is truly something you 
can find in a store.”  

Sweeney s̓ vibrantly colored skirts 
were hand tailored. Her clothes flattered 
the feminine figure, accentuating hips and 
minimizing waists.

Kit Halvorsen ʼ08 worked with WQN 
Cluster Dean Chad Green to assemble the 

fashion show.  
Halvorsen, got his start in last year s̓ 

fashion show, creating “timeless yet fash-
ion forward” pieces for men.  

Halvorsen said, “I was hoping the col-
lection represented the freshness of our 
youth, but also hoping the garments could 
be worn 10 years from now.”

Since last year, his menswear label, 
Common Era, has taken off.  Over spring 
break, a store in San Francisco picked up 
his line.  

Halvorsen s̓ wanted the fashion show 
to be a “great chance for students to show 

off their creativity and craft.”
This year models and designers geared 

up for two different shows, as opposed to 
one.  Unfortunately, due to fire safety rules, 
fewer audience members attended the per-
formances.  

Beauty, high fashion, and fun filled the 
night. More importantly, the energy from 
the designers and models was well spent.  
All money from the show was donated to 
the charity Dress for Success.  

Finally, as a lasting reminder from 
Franz and Ashton, “Stay away from ugly 
people.”

From left to right: Cecily Pulver ʼ07 looks fierce on the catwalk; Cece Yu ʼ07 strikes a pose; Chris Wade ʼ08 does his 
best model face.

Lisa Lian

Congratulations!
Anna and Cornelia
 Living Arts Editors

2005-2006

Jess White

S. Middlebrook/The Phillipian
A group of students experiment with gender-bending at the 
GSA-sponsored Drag Dance.

S. Middlebrook/The Phillipian
Alex Schwartz ʼ07 and Ahmet Tanner ʼ07 tap into their femi-
nine side at GSAʼs Drag Dance.

FASHION
KILLS
WQN FASHION SHOW

Somewhere Over the Rainbow
Being Gay at Andover

B. Canaday/The Phillipian R. Rogers/The Phillipian R. Rogers/The Phillipian
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Bare-chested construction 
workers, mullet-wearing rockers, 
and lively bumblebees combined 
to create a memorable Grasshop-
per Night 2005. 

The night displayed a broad 
range of talent - from song, to 
dance, to everything in between. 
The numerous acts lived up to the 
high expectations for Andover s̓ 
first big show of the year.

The Theatre Department de-
cided to add a theme to the show, 
“Under Construction,” in a depar-
ture from years past. “Weʼd seen 
theme-oriented shows in the past 
and saw how much more smoothly 
they ran,” said Grasshopper stage 
manager Emma Dorsey ʼ06. 

Dorsey, along with Steve Far-
quhar ʼ07 originally developed the 
theme. With the bell tower in the 
process of renovation and Com-
mons soon to follow suit, “Under 
Construction” seemed appropriate 
to the two. 

Huge graffiti covered slabs of 
plywood, and large scaffolding 
gave the stage an exciting,  dan-
gerous look.

David Clark ʼ06, Rosie du-
Pont ʼ06, and Mike Williams ʼ06 

were hilarious as the night s̓ Em-
cees.  Watching the three students 
transform into everyone from 
construction workers to MC Ham-
mer, workout fanatics to plumbers, 
and even Head of School Barbara 
Chase was one of the night s̓ many 
highlights. 

Despite the fact that the trio did 
not audition together, the three se-
niors were well cast. Said duPont, 
“The theme gave us a guideline 
for our creativity. It was actually 
really helpful, and gave the show 
great unity.”

In the most popular act of 
the night, Katherine Adams ʼ06 
charmed the audience with an in-
credibly witty and catchy song that 
she both wrote and performed. An 
upbeat ballad about a girl s̓ infatu-
ation with a boy on campus, Ad-
ams sang, “He s̓ So Hot.” With 
references to the Blue Book, pot, 
and DCs, Adams created an Ando-
ver classic with lyrics that elicited 
laughter from start to finish.

Andi Zhou ʼ09 performed an 
amusing 25-song selection prelude 
as the audience filed into Tang.  
He said that his repertoire, which 
included everything from “Ice Ice 
Baby” to “Mission Impossible,” 
“Harry Potter,” and “Purple Haze,” 
was “accumulated over years of 

having way to much free time.”
“Not La Banda,” a band com-

prised of Tanner Kaufman ʼ06, 
Luke Cahill ʼ06, Nick Bowen 
ʼ06, Will Hunckler ʼ08, and James 
Krendel-Clark ʼ07 opened the 
show  with “The PA Anthem,” an 
original song written by Kaufman.  
Bowen provided good vocals, 
while Cahill showed off his drum-
ming abilities.

Newly-established jazz group 
Blue Strut danced to the catchy 
song “Feel Good Inc.” by The 
Gorillaz. Blue Strut founders 
Farah Dahya ʼ08 and Britney Van 
Valkenburg ʼ08 choreographed the 
long and  difficult, but well-ex-
ecuted routine. The future looks 
bright for this nascent but talented 
group. 

The Yorkies  ̓ rendition of 
“ABC” by the Jackson Five had 
entertaining choreography that 
made up for any minor errors in 
the singing. Jeff Cutts ʼ06 must be 
congratulated for his impressive 
falsetto and his equally impressive 
afro wig. 

The show s̓ several theatrical 
skits provided a nice contrast to 
the rest of the  show. 

A classic Monty Python skit, 
“The Architects,” fit the “Under 
Construction” theme well. The 

scene was brought to life by the 
wonderful accent of Eliot Shimer 
ʼ07. 

Jamie Love ʼ06 and Alex Clif-
ford ʼ07 performed a two-part skit, 
“Use Other Door.” Part One ended 
with a cliffhanger that was resolved 
in a funny but dark second half. 
The actors showed their versatility 
in Part Two as two young, but not 
necessarily innocent children.

“In Other Words,” beautifully 
sung by Thomas Gebremedhin ̓ 06, 
was a sweetly simple act that stood 
out amongst the madness. Carolyn 
Williams ʼ06 provided a sensitive 
accompaniment on the piano. 

The next twosome presented 
“The Flight of the Bumblebee,” in 
an act completely different from 
“In Other Words.”   Eddie Kang 
ʼ07 hopped around in a bumble-
bee suit playing the flute. Lindsay 
Agostinelli ̓ 07 accompanied Kang 
on the piano.  Despite the act s̓ 
brevity, it lacked nothing in quality 
- and Kang was simply virtuosic 
on the flute.

“Slam will make it hot. Slam 
will make the beat drop.” Oh yes 
they did. Loud, synchronized, and 
full of attitude, the members of 
Slam performed an on-point (as al-
ways) routine entitled “The Demo-
lition,” choreographed by Jennifer 

Meacham ʼ06, Susan Ho ʼ06 and 
Akosua Oforiwaa-Ayim ʼ07. 

Mixing up the usual hand and 
body claps, they spent some time 
on the floor utilizing their feet.

Olivia Pei ʼ07 captivated the 
audience with her lovely rendition 
of Sarah McLachlan s̓ “Building 
a Mystery.” The rest of the band 
quietly followed Pei. Chris Li ʼ07 
provided solid backup vocals and 
piano accompaniment.

The most exciting band of the 
night was The Ravishing, which 
combined martial arts and metal 
into one head-banging extravagan-
za. Andrew Hung s̓ ʼ06 explosive 
guitar playing complemented the 
intense board-breaking moves of 
Wesley Mui ʼ06 and Jae Han ʼ06. 

“The blend between the music, 
and the visual effects was really 
cool,” said Natalie Kaiser ʼ07 of 
the act. 

Hypnotiq, Andover s̓ hip-hop 
group, utilized four different songs 
in their complicated choreography, 
designed by Renee Amirault ʼ07 
and Delia Tepozan ʼ07. Their cau-
tion tape belts and white tee shirts 
fit well with the show.

Christa Vardaro s̓ ʼ06 original 
composition, “Things Familiar” 
was soothing and calming. Her 
sweet voice blended well with the 

acoustic guitar and with duPont s̓ 
and Sol Jin s̓ ʼ07 violins.

Tight pants, bare chests, and 
fantastic wigs adorned Lüfhahmer, 
one of the newest bands on cam-
pus and the final act of the eve-
ning. They performed an original 
composition titled “Iʼm a Fool,” 
led by Scotty Morgan ʼ06 and Ben 
Lasman ʼ06. 

An impressive aspect of the 
show was the large number of 
originally composed pieces.  Of 
the ten musical acts, five of them 
were original compositions, two of 
them spoofing life at Andover.

While the Department of The-
atre and Dance was involved in the 
production, the faculty had no real 
decision-making power. The twen-
ty students of the production staff 
took it upon themselves to make 
the show successful. 

Grasshopper Night “Under 
Construction” was far from under 
construction itself. It was a well-
polished show with talented acts. 

DuPont summed it up per-
fectly: “It is a completely optional 
endeavor yet everyone [partici-
pating] throws their hearts into it. 
Everyone has at least fifteen other 
things to do, but they throw all 
their energy and creativity into a 
fabulous production.”

Polly Sinclair

C. Touhey/The Phillipian
Nick Bowen ʼ06, part of “Not La Banda,” performed an origi-
nal, “The PA Anthem,” written by Tanner Kaufman ʼ06.

B. Canaday/The Phillipian
Lüfhahmer brought the “rawk” with Scotty Morgan ʼ06 and his 
leopard tights.  Grrr, baby!

In case you havenʼt noticed, students at 
P.A. are generally always hungry.  So when 
the Theater Classroom productions started 
giving away M&M s̓ based on numbers on 
audience members  ̓programs, it s̓ no won-
der the population in the room just left of 
the vending machines increased rapidly on 
Friday nights this year.

This is just one of the many changes 
that the 2005-2006 Theatre Producers, 
Danny Silk ʼ07, Emma Dorsey ʼ06, and 
Lisa Donchak ̓ 06, have implemented since 
their reign began last spring.  

“The Drama Lab Producers are the 
three leaders of the student theatre organi-
zation, the Drama Lab” explained Lucas 
McMahon ̓ 08, who was recently chosen to 
be a Producer next year.  

In addition to increasing the attendance 
at the Drama Labs and the number of labs 
per term to thirteen, the current Producers 
have also increased the diversity of theatre 
participants at P.A.  

“Last term, half of our directors were 
directing for the first time,” said Silk.  “We 
felt like we accomplished [adding diver-

sity] pretty well this year.”
Next year, three new Producers, Mc-

Mahon, Lilli Stein ʼ07, and James Flynn 
ʼ07, will fill the ʼ05-ʼ06 Producers  ̓places 
in the hopes of strengthening the depart-
ment even more.

“We had eight very qualified candidates 
for Producership,” said Silk.  “All of them 
had a lot of experience in the department; 
they all brought a lot of different things to 
the table.”  

The three Producers were picked be-
cause “they have a lot of different experi-
ences, both with theatre and with Ando-
ver,” according to Silk.

So what will the Producers do next 
year?  

“There is a lot more to it than people 
think,” said Silk.  Producers, according to 
Silk, are in charge of applications for show 
space, auditions, advertising, and commu-
nication between the theatre department 
and publications on campus, among other 
departmental concerns.  

McMahon explained that “throughout 
the production process, [the Producers] or-
ganize auditions, advise directors on their 
shows, and make sure that their production 
process moves smoothly from start to fin-

ish.”
Stein, who has directed five productions 

and acted in about fifteen, looks forward to 
improving the Theatre Department.

“I want to improve upon how audi-
tions are held by making them always on 
Wednesday nights, because weekend audi-
tions donʼt [always] work too well,” she 
said.  Sheʼd also like to advertise the au-
ditions sooner, and says that “the biggest 
thing...[is] to help new directors become 
better directors.”  

McMahon added that “student theater 
as a whole has been strengthened, and our 
team plans to continue to produce shows 
that we feel will be both entertaining and 
intriguing... it is time to explore different 
options within this program to continue to 
produce successful Drama Lab shows.” 

Silk reflected on his year as a Producer: 
“I canʼt say that the Producers necessarily 
deserve credit [for the increase in drama lab 
interest], but just knowing that the depart-
ment is much better than it was last year 
feels pretty good,” he said.  

As for looking ahead, McMahon said, 
“I am truly thrilled to be working with 
James and Lilli next year.  I couldnʼt have 
asked for two better teammates.” 

J. Siddall/The Phillipian
Connor Flynn ʼ07, Lily Stein ʼ07, and Lucas McMahon ʼ08 were hand-
picked for the 2006-2007 year by the 2006 producers.

The news of Friendly s̓ closing 
shocked both the Phillips Acad-
emy and Andover communities.  
With Friendly s̓ closure, a chapter 
in the charm of Andover s̓ commu-
nity has ended.

Opened on Jun. 1, 1965, 
Friendly s̓ has been Andover s̓ 
ice cream supplier for the past 40 
years. 

The restaurant was closed 
down on Christmas weekend of 
this year along with nine other 
Friendly s̓ on the East Coast. Ac-
cording to the Andover Townsman, 
Andover s̓ Friendly s̓ was closed 
due to lack of sales profit. 

Andover s̓ Town Manager, 
Buzz Stapczynski said, “It came 
as a real surprise to us. That is a 
valuable piece of real estate and 
as of Friday [Jan. 6] I heard there 
were at least five companies inter-
ested in buying the property. The 
town is also interested in buying it, 

because we need parking for Me-
morial Hall Library and the Public 
Safety Center.”

On a more sentimental note 
Mr. Stapczynski added, “A lot of 
people have fond memories of 
Friendly s̓, especially their won-
derful desserts and ice-cream 
treats. It will be missed.”

Two brothers, Prestley and 
Curtis Blake, opened the first 
Friendly s̓ in Springfield, MA in 
1935. They opened Friendly s̓ ex-
clusively as an ice cream shop in 
the midst of the Great Depression. 
They hoped to lift people s̓ spirits 
with their ice-cream.

It wasnʼt until around 1940 
that Friendly s̓ included other 
types of food on the menu, ham-
burgers being the first meal added. 
Twenty years later the Friendly s̓ 
headquarters was opened in Wil-
braham, MA, and it has remained 
there ever since.

Losing Friendly s̓ has no-
ticeable effected the community.  
Many people were upset and sur-

prised at the sight of the now-de-
serted restuarant. 

“Friendly s̓ was a great place 
to hang out, Iʼll really miss it,” 
said Cara Folkman ̓ 08, though she 
added that she hoped a new restau-
rant would take its place. 

Sam Weiss ʼ09 said of the 
restaurant s̓ loss to the community, 
“There arenʼt many places to go in 
Andover s̓ center, so it s̓ a shame 
to lose a big one like Friendly s̓. 
Then again, who needs a sundae in 
this weather?”

Lydia Dallett ʼ08 shared her 
recollections of ice cream after ev-
ery soccer game as a child. “The 
team would be more excited about 
going to Friendly s̓ than they were 
about the game!” she recalled.

Dan Pouliot ʼ08 he recol-
lected, “Once after a school dance 
my buddies and I went downtown 
to get some food. Unfortunately, 
as we rounded the corner next to 
Kaps we saw that Friendly s̓ was 
closing for the night. Despite 
this, a waitress let us in and, even 

though they had stopped serving 
10 minutes before.  The chef even 
stayed to cook us some chicken 
quesadillas.”

Besides the memories lost with 
the closing of Friendly s̓, jobs were 
lost as well. Fortunately, the cor-
poration helped former employees 
find jobs at nearby Friendly s̓ in 
towns such as North Andover and 
Tewksbury. 

However, there is still the issue 
of finding other ice-cream places 
nearby. Though the only nearby 
ice-cream shop is Main Line 
Creamery, only a short drive away 
is North Reading s̓ Mad Maggie s̓.

Friendly s̓ was a large part of 
our community here at Phillips 
Academy and in Andover, and it 
will be sincerely missed. 

As of now we can only wait to 
find out what will be filling Friend-
ly s̓ vacant building. Hopefully, a 
new addition to our community 
will be able to take Friendly s̓ place 
and offer new food, memories and 
experiences.

Megan Richards

S. Hall/The Phillipian
Friendlyʼs in Downtown Andover closed its doors forever Win-
ter Term.

End of an Ice Cream Era
Friendly’s Closes Forever

Grasshopper
Night

The Producers

B. Canaday/The Phillipian
Hypnotiq dropped the beat and kept the “under construction” 
theme with their outfits.

Allie Siraco
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ʼ06 Leaves Incredible Legacy

Fall Sports-
   Football Goes to New 
   England Chamionship.
   see page D2

Winter Sports-
   Girls Swimming Wins 
   Fifth consecutive title.
   see page D4

Spring Sports-
   Boys and Girls Track     
   Both Win Interschols.
   see page D6

Athletes of the Year
  Tom Dignard ʼ06
  and Katie Faulkner ʼ06
   see page D8

Year In Review
    Cluster Rocks Andover
    Campus
   see page D10
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The Phillipian Sports: FALL 2005

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

Charlie Houghton ʼ06 (left) resists a tackle as he rushed for over 1,100 yards over the course of the season. Brendan Gallagher ʼ06 
(right) catches his first touchdown of the season in the fourth quarter against Exeter.

Captain Katie Faulkner ʼ06 and 
returning veterans, including Kath-
erine Adams ʼ06, Becca Waldo ʻ07, 
and Jen Downing ʼ08, led the Ando-
ver Girls Cross Country team to an 
outstanding 4-1 dual meet season.  
Dominating every race in which it 
competed, Andover eventually cap-
tured the glorious title of New Eng-
land Champions at Interschols for 
the first time in six years.  15 juniors, 
including rookie star Brianna Jordan 
ʻ09, and 20 new upperclassmen add-
ed incredible depth to the team.

In the third meet of the season 
against Choate, Andover proved its 
superiority, prevailing in a perfect, 
shutout score of 15-50.  Despite the 
torrential downpours, 19 Andover 
runners finished the race in under 
25 minutes and 13 girls finished un-
der the 23 minute mark. Newcom-
ers Jordan and Abigail Levene ʻ09 
motivated each other to the dire end, 
whereby Jordan captured the gold 
just tenths of a second ahead of Lev-
ene. Captain Faulkner finished third 
with a time of 20:31, followed by 
Downing with a time of 20:51.  

Two weeks later, Andover 
hosted its annual competition for 
Parents  ̓Weekend against Northfield 
Mount Hermon.  From the race s̓ 
opening wrap around of the Great 
Lawn, it was obvious that Andover 
was going to destroy NMH.  Captain 
Faulkner led a faster group of Down-
ing, Levene, and Jordan, while Berol 
Dewdney ʻ08, Cowan ʼ08, and Ho 
ʼ08 composed the other grinding 
group.

Undeterred by an injury, Levene 
stole the show, running an unbeliev-
able race of 19:22.  Her impeccable 
performance however, reflected 
those of the entire team.  Andover 
obtained its third shutout of the sea-
son against Northfield Mount Her-
mon, and 21 of the 26 Andover par-
ticipants obtained personal records.  
Levene, Captain Faulkner, Down-
ing, Jordan, and Dewdney were the 
top five finishers.

Andover/Exeter weekend was 
the only point in the season where 
the team showed weakness.  After 

the disappointing loss last year, The 
Big Blue prepared to regain its pride 
on its home course. Unfortunately, 
with two of the best runners side-
lined from the Varsity race, Andover 
came up short with a close score of 
24-31.

Captain Faulkner played a vital 
role in the team s̓ success. At the 
home Developmental Invitational 
Meet, Faulkner finished second 
with an outstanding time of 19:36.  
At Interschols, she crossed the line 
sixth, right behind top Andover fin-
isher Erika Roddy ʻ07, with a time 
of 19:46.  More importantly than her 
speed however, was her commit-
ment to and undying support of the 
team.  Although Roddy was side-
lined by an injury for much of the 
season, her showing at Interschols 
was phenomenal finishing sixth with 
a time of 19:42. 

Brianna Jordan was one of the 
fastest newcomers to the team.  At 
the 2004 Bay State Invitational 
Meet she attained a personal victory 
and completed a 2.9 mile course in 
18:53, an achievement many only 
fantasize of.  In the Field Harrier 
Classic Race, the first competition 
of the season, Jordan ran an impec-
cable season beginner time of 20:07, 
and placed 21st overall, the highest 
Andover placement.  The follow-
ing week, at the Developmental 
Invitational Meet Jordan dropped 
even more time, completing the 
course in a time of 19:58.  Against 
Choate, She continued her progress 
and dominance over the runners and 
took a first place victory.  The key 
to her success she claims is that, “I 
tell myself that Iʼm going to do well 
[prior to the race].  I try to get excited 
instead of nervous.”

The season-closing victory at 
Interschols was a fairy-tale ending.  
It was by no means easy, however.  
Practices consisted of training in 
the rain, water jogging, and up to 
25 miles of land running a week.    
Consequently, the Interschols vic-
tory was not icing on the cake to 
an already great season, it was the 
result of a group of incredibly hard 
working girls training together and 
pushing themselves and each other 
everyday. 

Girls XC Wins Interschols;
Katie Faulkner ʼ06 Leads Charge

By Janet Scognamiglio
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The 2005 Andover football 
team achieved its best season in re-
cent memory, as the boys in blue set 
their regular season mark at a per-
fect 8-0, Andover s̓ first undefeated 
season since 1995. Looking for its 
first championship in six years, PA 
fell short to Trinity-Pawling 42-26 
in the New England Class A Cham-
pionship.

Andover opened the school year 
with lofty expectations and huge 
hype amongst the students. Ando-
ver quickly proved the hype to be 
worthwhile, as it opened the sea-
son by crushing Loomis 38-0 at the 
friendly confines of Phelps Stadium. 
Next week it was off to New Hamp-
ton to take on the defending cham-
pions, which Andover dramatically 
defeated 33-28 on a last-minute 
touchdown.

After the comeback win at New 
Hampton, the team knew it had the 
talent to have an amazing season 
and began setting its sights on a 
New England championship. 

After the hard-fought victory 
over New Hampton, the Big Blue 
rolled off a series of impressive vic-
tories as Choate, Cushing, and NMH 
went down by scores of 28-6, 49-34, 
and 34-0 respectively. Deerfield 
however loomed large in PA̓s sights, 
as a team that always seemed to find 
a way to beat the Blue, jeopardizing 
Andover s̓ clean 5-0 record.

Andover traveled down to Deer-
field, MA, on the Saturday of Octo-
ber 29th, and quickly established a 
dominant, clock-eating presence, 
leading 28-0 by the end of the half.
After halftime, PA continued to 
control the game, quickly scoring 
again on a 65-yard Matt Fernandez 
ʼ06 touchdown run to up the score 
to 35-0. Andover won by the final 
score of 35-21.

The next week PA defeated 
Worcester Academy 36-15 and 
clinched a berth in the New Eng-
land Championship game. Andover 
finished its season outscoring oppo-
nents 136-21 at home. 

Andover then turned its sights 
to archrival 4-4 Phillips Exeter, and 
PA̓s first win against Exeter since 

2001.With Andover up 6-0 at the 
half, PA continued its attack when 
just under a minute to go in the 3rd 
quarter, Lokitis plowed through the 
goal line on a one-yard run to build 
a 12-0 lead, which would soon be-
come 18-0 when Fernandez rushed 
in from 53 yards out just three min-
utes later. With the game in hand and 
an excellent defensive effort from 
the Blue, Andover ended the game 
with the score 24-8 in favor of PA.

Andover would go onto to drop 
the championship game against Trin-
ity-Pawling, a surprisingly fast and 
athletic team that was able to hold 
the rushing combination of Fernan-
dez and Charlie Houghton ʼ06 to a 
season-low 134 yards total, and con-
tain the PA attack to 26 points. But 
the efforts exerted by all throughout 
the season culminated in an incred-
ible undefeated regular season, the 
likes of which had not been seen in 
Andover for quite some time.

Throughout the season, Captain 
Ward led the Andover defense from 
his strong safety position, placing 
second on the team in tackles. 

 Offensively, Lokitis had a fan-

tastic season through the air, throw-
ing for over 1,300 yards and 15 
touchdowns in eight games, while 
Badger led wide receivers with 784 
receiving yards on the season. 

Meanwhile, on the ground, Fer-
nandez and Houghton formed what 
Coach Modeste called the “best 
combination of tailbacks Iʼve ever 
coached.” Their explosiveness and 
ability to break tackles resulted in an 
amazing 2,325 rushing yards on the 
season, each over 1,100 individu-
ally, while they amassed 22 rushing 
touchdowns in only nine games.

 

Football Defeats Archrival Exeter 24-8 to Cap Undefeated Season;
Seniors Lead Team to New England Championship Game

By Chris George
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

Justin Wu ʼ06 dives for a ball in Andoverʼs match against Exeter. With a playoff spot on the line, 
Andover lost 2-1.

The Andover Boys Soccer team 
entered the 2005 season with high 
expectations and started off on a hot 
streak, led by All-Scholastic and All-
American TJ Thompson ʼ06. The 
team s̓ skilled players combined to 
form a cohesive winning machine, 
or so it seemed for the first half of 
the season. But Andover s̓ domi-
nance dissipated, and it suffered a 
few late-season losses, which ul-
timately eliminated the team from 
a spot in the playoffs. Despite this 
drop-off, Andover displayed prow-
ess throughout the season, posting 
an 8-4-1 record.

After a promising pre-season, 
Andover tied Brooks 1-1 in its first 
game. Brooks had a 1-0 lead late in 
the game, but Thompson seized an 
offensive opportunity with the clock 
winding down. In the seventy-fifth 
minute, he scored Andover s̓ lone 
goal on a feed from Justin Wu ʼ06. 

Andover carried the momentum 
from this positive result over to its 
next several games, translating con-
fidence to victories. The team rolled 
through four consecutive wins, 
jump-starting the streak with a 5-3 
win over Loomis. Andover took a 
3-0 lead into halftime in this game 

and secured the victory under the 
guidance of Alex Clifford ʼ07, who 
scored twice.

After this win, Andover went on 
perhaps its most consistently domi-
nant run of the season, shutting out 
Tabor (3-0), Holderness (6-0), and 
Taft (4-0) in succession. During 
this three game period, net minder 
John Gardner ʼ08 performed well, 
and Captain Mike Spiak ʻ06 had 
an impressive game against Taft, 
scoring once and assisting on all 
three of the team s̓ other goals. This 
performance was indicative of Cap-
tain Spiak s̓ role; he was a constant 
moral leader who played a key role 
in initiating offensive opportunities.

Andover seemed to be cruising 
along without hesitation, but that 
changed when Winchendon paid 
the team a visit on a bitterly cold 
October afternoon. Andover was the 
clear favorite coming into the game, 
but the visitor overcame the odds 
and won 3-1. 

Andover rebounded well from 
the Winchendon loss and initiated 
another three game winning streak. 
In the first game of this run, Ando-
ver pounded Moses Brown 6-0, out-
shooting the opposition 24-3. 

Andover proceeded to beat 
Cushing 6-0. During both the team s̓ 
winning streaks, the defense played 
a key role in holding off the oppo-

nent. 
Andover was unable to contin-

ue at this high level, however, as it 
shockingly went down 2-1 against 
Deerfield. Andover went on to lose 
the following game in a 1-0 upset by 
Worcester. 

The atmosphere at the Exeter 
game was intense, as fans of both 
sides filled the crisp autumn air 
with thunderous chants. The players 
fought hard from the outset. Exeter 
jumped out to an early 2-0 lead, and 
Rory McCrae ʼ06 scored for Ando-
ver in the seventeenth minute. Thus, 
the score stood at 2-1 in Exeter s̓ fa-
vor, but it did not change for the rest 
of the contest, and Andover took a 
harsh loss.

This match capped an unfor-
tunate  downward slide that ruined 
Andover s̓ playoff chances.

“I was disappointed we didn t̓ 
make the playoffs, but it s̓ a tourna-
ment that s̓ easier to win than it is to 
get in,” said Coach Bill Scott. 

Andover had an otherwise im-
pressive season, led by four seniors 
who had been on the varsity squad 
since their freshmen years; Captain 
Spiak, Thompson, Wu, and Maque-
bela anchored the team, surrounded 
by a bunch of strong younger play-
ers. 

“I had a lot of fun with this group 
of guys,” said Coach Scott.

Boys Soccer Has a Disappointing Season;
Thompson ʼ06 Selected as All-American

By Matt Schubert
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The Girls Varsity Field Hockey 
team entered 2005 optimistic and 
ready to play. With five seniors, 
nine uppers, and three lowers, the 
girls were certainly an experienced 
group. Their innate talent and ability 
to play as a team was obvious early 
in the season. Co-Captains Jevan 
Jammal ʼ06 and Meg Montecalvo 
ʼ06 brought more than just skill to 
the team, as their leadership kept the 
girls excited, even through some of 
the painful losses.

Andover dominated the first 
game of the season against GDA. 
New upper Lauren Jackson ʼ07 
scored the first official goal of the 
season, while post-graduate Whit-
ney Annicelli ʼ06 introduced herself 
to Andover athletics by scoring two 
goals in her first game. The final 

score was 5-0 in favor of Andover, 
and though the Governor Dummer 
goalie made over 20 saves, the pure 
power of the Andover offense was 
unstoppable. 

Andover followed the GDA win 
with wins over Loomis Chaffee and 
Tabor. Goalie Ale Moss ʼ07 was the 
star of the game against defending 
champ Brooks, making multiple 
fabulous saves, while Carolyn Pol-
lard ʼ07 scored the only goal of the 
game in the first five minutes. The 
teams were very evenly matched and 
neither Brooks nor Andover could 
really pull away with the game. The 
game ended with the score 1-0 An-
dover. 

The first loss of the season was 
1-0 against St. Mark s̓.

Fired up from their loss to St. 
Mark s̓, Andover welcomed Mil-
ton the next weekend ready to win 
again. Captain Montecalvo stunned 

Milton with an early goal, but Mil-
ton quickly got back into the game 
dominating the remainder of the 
first half, and scoring the game tying 
goal. After a strong pep talk from 
coach Kate Dolan, the team came 
back on the field for the second half 
as if they were different players. 
Annicelli started the scoring a few 
minutes into the half, and Meagan 
Shea ʻ07 put one in a few minutes 
after. Andover maintained control 
and won 3-1. The team picked up 
its second loss against Nobles in 
its next game. The game was very 
close throughout with extremely 
tough play from both teams. The 
game went to overtime, and Ando-
ver ended up losing 2-1, though it 
could have gone either way.

The Blue traveled to Middlesex 
next and the game certainly did not 
start according to plan. Middlesex 
gained a 2-0 lead in the first 12 min-
utes, but Andover took control after 
that. The come from behind victory 
was particularly exciting, and the 
game ended with the score 3-2 An-
dover. 

Andover continued to play well 
with a 1-0 win over NMH and a 2-0 
win over St. Paul s̓. 

The game against BB&N 
brought about another overtime 
for Andover, and the girls proved 
themselves to be clutch players yet 
again. With the game tied at the end 
of regulation after an early first half 
goal by BB&N and a late first half 
goal by Pollard, they went to over-
time again. Caroline Moore ʻ07 and 
Alyssa Hill ʻ06 played fantastically 
in overtime, as did Annicelli who 
ended up tapping in the game win-
ning goal. The final score was 2-1.

The Interscholastic Tournament 
came four days after Exeter, and An-
dover lost to rival Hotchkiss 3-0 in 
the first round. Though the season 
was not the most successful ever 
seen by Andover field hockey, it was 
certainly one of the most exciting 
and the seniors will surely remem-
ber it. 

Field Hockey Loses in First Round Of Playoffs;
Montecalvo ʼ06 and Jammal ʼ06 Lead Andover

By Tori Brophey
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

K.Matsumoto/The Phillipian

Co-Captain Meg Montecalvo ʼ06 fights for the ball with an oppo-
nent. Field Hockey was knocked out of the 1st round of the playoffs.



The 2005 Girls Varsity Volley-
ball team waged a very successful 
fall campaign behind the leadership 
of Captain Jackie Price ʼ06 and the 
coaching of Clyfe Beckwith and 
Victor Svec, building a 13-0 regular 
season record before coming out of 
the final New England Prep Tourna-
ment with a 2-1 record and finishing 
runner-up to Hotchkiss.

Andover started the season 
with a home match against Loomis 
Chaffee, winning the first game by 
14 points before struggling for the 
final two but eventually taking the 
match 30-16, 30-27, 30-16.

The girls next competed in a 
tri-meet against N.M.H. and Taft, in 
which the matches were only played 
to two games. Andover did away 
with NMH in straight games, 30-24 
and 30-22, but was forced to play a 
third game against Taft, eventually 
coming out victorious, 18-30, 30-23, 
and 15-12.

After an inter-league scrimmage 
against North Reading High (a 3-1 
win), Andover competed in another 
tri-meet against New Hampton and 
Choate, defeating both teams. An-
dover followed those wins up with a 
dominant win over New Hampton. 

Andover played its first legiti-
mate game against Exeter (the other 
match being a scrimmage at the be-
ginning of the year). PA had a fairly 
easy time, winning 30-22, 30-22, 30-
26, but Beckwith knew that the final 
showdown would not be easy, say-
ing, “Exeter could easily come back 
at the end of the season. They have 
a great coaching staff and can make 
adjustments. At Andover-Exeter we 
invariably go to five [games].”

With parents coming from 
all around the U.S. to watch their 
daughters at parents  ̓ weekend, PA 
volleyball did not disappoint, domi-
nating N.M.H. 30-20, 30-15, and 
30-16. N.M.H. put up a defensive 
fight but Andover still made quick 

The Andover Boys Varsity 
Cross-Country team finished off 
its fall season with Captain Sean 
Hamilton ʻ06 sprinting the last 
stretch of the NEPSTA Division I 
Championships  race, leading the 
team to it s̓ admirable second place 
finish to end a great season.  

 The only two returners to 
Andover s̓ top seven were Captain 
Hamilton ʼ06 and Ben Bramhall 
ʼ07.   With a big hole dug into the 
team s̓ core, it seemed to be left in 
a sizeable predicament.

However, many new runners 
who had transferred from other 
sports saved the team.  Kentaro 
Watari ʻ07 and Addison Godine 
ʻ07 were among these runners and 
proved vital to the team s̓ success 
in the end. 

The team started the season off 
with a bang, winning the Canter-
bury Invitational pre-season race 
for the fifth year out of the last six.  
All of Andover s̓ top five runners 
finished in the top fifteen, with 
sub-18 minute 5km times.  

The next race saw Captain Sean 
Hamilton ̓ 06 sprinting through the 
finish line to a first place finish in 
the Andover Boys Cross-Country 
Development Invitational with an 
outstanding time of 16 min 39 sec-
onds.  

In the first official race of the 
season, the entire team s̓ roster 
participated, competing against 
Exeter, Loomis Chaffee, Worces-
ter Academy and Northfield Mount 
Herman.  Despite the overall focus 
on a fun developmental race, the 
competition was fierce, and ath-
letes finished the home course in 
record times: Watari, Dave Wilson 
ʼ09 Ben Bramhall ʼ07, and Go-
dine.

Sprinting the final stretch 
across the Great Lawn, Captain 
Hamilton  led Andover to a crush-
ing victory against NMH, scoring 
a perfect 15-50 shutout at parent s̓ 
weekend.  The top seven Andover 
boys finished before NMH s̓ first 
runner, and all nine of the varsity 
runners finished in personal record 
times.

As the leading pack reached 
the final lap of the Great Lawn, 
Captain Hamilton had gained a 
considerable lead, followed by 
Bramhall in second and Watari in 
third.  Watari s̓ finishing kick mini-
mized the gap between second and 
third place.  A bit further back, Go-
dine, Nick Bowen ʻ06, and Mike 
Discenza ʼ09 reached the Lawn, 
and for a moment only Andover s̓ 
top seven were visible.  It was a 
glorious moment for the team.

Andover s̓ 21-38 win against 
Deerfield felt the strong presence 
of the team s̓ ʼ09 runners.  Wilson  
finished in seventh place, followed 
by Discenza and Eli Howe ʼ09, all 
three strong ninth graders finishing 
in Andover s̓ top seven.  

In the final dual race of the sea-
son, Andover creamed Exeter at 
home 25-31.  Going into the race, 
both teams were undefeated and 
Exeter was sure to be the toughest 

competition Andover had yet to 
face.  Andover tarnished Exeter s̓ 
undefeated record, while achiev-
ing a perfect record for itself.  

Andover s̓ season climaxed at 
the Interschols race at Taft.  Cap-
tain Hamilton finished up his high 
school cross-country career with 
a fantastic race.  Sprinting to the 
line at 16:47, Hamilton finished in 
awesome fourth place overall. 

The final score saw Exeter 
winning with 40 points to Ando-
ver s̓ second place at 87 points. 
Though it was a disappointment to 
fall to Exeter, the race was a great 
end to Andover s̓ successful sea-
son.  Said Captain Hamilton of that 
race, “Although second place was 
a bit of a disappointment, nothing 
can diminish the wonderful season 
we had.”

Overall, the Girls Soccer 
team had a successful season.  
With a strong 5-4-3 record the 
team showed it could hold its 
ground within the league. 

While capitalizing on every 
opportunity may be difficult, 
the Big Blue made a huge ef-
fort to finish all of its chances. 
Andover has always come out to 

play with full effort and inten-
sity.  This year, it was shown in 
a handful of games.  

Coach Joel proudly said, 
“Our team game has phenom-
enally improved throughout the 
season.  Every day we would 
work to get to another level, 
and these girls put out an amaz-
ing effort to do that.  They were 
a great group of girls, who as 
a team really wanted to im-
prove.”  

Against tough opponents 

such as the Loomis Chaffee, the 
girls came together to work as a 
cohesive unit and found one an-
other on the field, making some 
fantastic plays.  Despite the 0-
2 loss, Coach Joel said, “This 
game was one of the best games 
that we played, and probably 
will play all season.  We worked 
to create opportunities on of-
fense, and we worked to stop 
their offensive chances.”  

In an unlucky 2-1 loss to 
Choate the Big Blue left every-
thing on the field, playing be-
hind from an early 1-0 Choate 
lead, Andover never allowed the 
score to affect its play.  It was 
games like this that demonstrat-
ed how well the girls worked 
together and how much they 
enjoyed playing.  This great at-
titude really allowed the team 
chance to win; they were never 
completely out-matched by any 
team. 

Knowing what they needed 
to work on, the girls strength-
ened their 1-2 game and the 
connection between the offense 
and the defense.  

Their hard work paid off 
because in the ensuing games 
passing became one of Ando-
verʼs strong points.  

Andoverʼs solid 2-0 victory 
over St. Paulʼs really showcased 
Jenna Castellot ̓ 08 and her great 
offensive skills.  

Castellot scored within the 
first five minutes, and the sec-
ond goal was later added by Ca-
mille Robinson ʼ07.  

Andover, however, saved its 
best game for last.  

While the team lost to Exeter 
2-1, the Big Blue played with 
great heart and intensity.  Both 
teams battled for possession, 
and with clean passing, Andover 
looked to have the upper hand. 

Unfortunately, the first goal 
was scored by Exeter off of a re-
versed call that left the Big Blue 
unprepared due to a whistle. 

Again, off of another ques-
tionable call, Exeter scored 
again. Katie Michaelson ʼ08 an-
swered back, notching a goal for 
the Big Blue with a header.  

As the second half began, 
the Andover defense was de-
termined to stop the Exeter 
forwards. As the clock ran out, 
Andover was heartbroken but 
nonetheless pleased with the ef-
fort.

The team owes much of its 
success to the the efforts of its 
captains, Ali Holliday ʼ06 and 
Julie Wadland ʼ06, who brought 
tremendous intensity and spirit 
to the team.  

Seniors Catherine Wright 
ʻ06, Martha Durant ʼ06, Howe, 
and Comeau through their de-
termination served as the teamʼs 
driving force.  

Coach Joel could not be 
more proud of her seniors this 
season. “The seniors give every-
thing that it takes to win, I have 
the utmost respect for them and 
I really feel that they are great 
leaders for the younger players 
on the team.”
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Sarah Thomas ʼ06 (left) and Claire Fox ʼ06 (right) both contributed as inside hitters to Girls Volleyball; both were named to the 
League All-Star Team.

Boys XC Squad Takes Second;
Bramhall ʼ07 Will Lead in Fall 

By Sara Ho
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

B.Canaday/The Phillipian

Hannah Comeau ʼ06 (20) and Sarah Gardner 07 (7) surround a Thayer offenseman in Andoverʼs crease as Karen Schoenherr ʼ07 
jumps over Camille Robinson ʼ07.

Girls Soccer is Led by a Strong Core of Seniors to 5-4-3 Record;
Strong Defense and Goaltending Highlight Season for Andover

By Ali Zindman
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The Boys Varsity Water 
Polo team achieved tremendous 
success this season, earning 
third place at the New Englands 
Championships. Launching 
their season off with twin wins 
against Hopkins and Loomis, 
the players meshed into a team 
after only eight days of practice. 
Starting the Saturday off with a 
15-0 shutout against Hopkins, 
Andover continued its success 
through strong defensive plays, 
creeping past Loomis for the 
first time in six years with the 
score of 8-7. 

However, Exeter swept past 
the developing team, 14-4. De-
spite a strong start and intense 
focus, Andover only retained 
control of the ball during the 
first quarter before the much 
more experienced Exeter team 
began to dominate the plays. 
Bouncing back strongly the 
next week, Andover defeated 
Loomis again with the final 
score of 3-1. 

Andover continued to play 
well with a 17-5 win against 
NMH.  Choate, however, 
stopped Andoverʼs hot streak 
with a crushing 12-3 defeat of 
the Big Blue.  

Andoverʼs veteran play-
ers made sure the teamʼs next 
game was better and destroyed 
Worcester 15-4. 

 Andover quickly began an-
other winning streak with a 12-
6 massacre of Suffield, a 15-6 
win over NMH and an 8-2 beat-
ing of Deerfield.

Exeter once again burst An-
doverʼs bubble with an 8-4 vic-
tory over the Big Blue.  

Andover unexpectedly fum-
bled the ball during the single 
elimination competition for a 
spot at the Final Four Tourna-
ment, losing two close games 
when Hopkins stole past Ando-
ver 5-3, and Williston floated a 
few strokes ahead to win 6-5. 

Completely focused af-
ter the two humiliating losses, 
Andover retaliated ferociously 
against Williston the next week, 
wrestling for a spot at the cham-
pionships. 

Andover finally managed 
to swim past Williston after a 
frenzied double overtime battle, 
concluding the most impressive 
and intense game of the season 
at 10-9. 

Traveling to Hotchkiss for 
the New England Champion-
ships, Andover floundered in 
the water losing 13-0 as Exeterʼs 
strong salvo of shots shut down 
Andoverʼs offensive capabili-

ties, leaving the exhausted team 
on the defensive. Although in-
credibly disappointed and dis-
heartened, Andover showed 
incredible resilience by recov-
ering to play its best game of its 
season, defeating Choate 13-3 
with smart moves throughout 
the intensive offensive and de-
fensive plays.

“Our team is incredibly 
successful because we func-
tion well together, as a team,” 
Captain Jamie Neuwirth ʼ06 
explained.“We have a lot of 
returning players, so the team 
chemistry is already there.” 

Captain Neuwirth, a veteran 
water polo player armed with 
seven years of experience, in-
spired his teammates to work 
harder with his intensity during 
practices as well as games. 

As one of the leading scor-
ers this year, Captain Neuwirth 
scored as many as seven goals 
in one game with his torrent of 
fast breaks and strong shots, re-
taining a single-minded drive 
for success and the right win-
ning attitude. 

Coming to Andover as a 
swimmer, Jeff Zhou ʼ06 had 
never played water polo be-
fore.

 However, he quickly mas-
tered defensive techniques, be-
coming one of the best defen-
sive players on the team. 

Zhou excelled at limiting the 
other teamʼs offensive capabili-
ties by keeping a close guard on 
the strong shooters.

 Improving a lot throughout 
the season, he played a more 
and more dominant role in 
games, augmenting his offen-
sive proficiency.

 “The reason weʼre so suc-
cessful is that we play smart 
water polo,” Captain Neuwirth 
asserted. “Not making a lot of 
mistakes while being smart 
about passing and shooting.” 

Coach David Fox was a 
very fervent advocate of a solid 
defensive, smart passing, and 
good positioning.

 Keeping the other team 
from scoring, Andover would 
often launch a storm of smart 
shots. 

With many strong swimmers 
on the team, Andover often had 
more speed than its opponent. 

With a lot of returning play-
ers, everyone had a lot of ex-
perience playing together as a 
team and the team worked well 
together.

 Rising from eighth in the 
league to become third place, 
the team showed tremendous 
growth and everyone has high 
hopes for next season.

Boys Waterpolo Take Third in NE;
Kalter ʼ07 Takes All-Star Honors

By Dennis Jow
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

By Ben Bramhall
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Volleyball Ends Season Undefeated; Four Seniors Play in League All-Star Game 
Finishes a Disappointing Second in the New England Prep Tournament
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work.
Andover continued its domi-

nating run, cruising past Cushing, 
Deerfield and St. Paul s̓ in succes-
sion. Four days after beating St. 
Paul s̓, Andover sent its four rep-
resentatives, Price, Sarah Thomas 
ʼ06, Caroline Levin ʼ06, and Claire 
Fox ʼ06 to the league all-star game. 
At the end of the day, all four of the 
Andover players were named to the 
Boston Globe All-Star Team from a 
pool of 40 total competitors. 

Back in its own league for the fi-
nal match of the regular season, An-
dover again took on Exeter. Beck-
with s̓ prediction of five games did 
not come true but Exeter did force 

four with the help of hundreds of 
screaming fans. Andover, however, 
eventually prevailed, emphatically 
winning the final game by 23 points.
Andover, as the number one seed, 
entered the New England Tourna-
ment and dispatched Deerfield and 
Taft on its way to the final game.

Finally, in the championship 
game, Andover faced a Hotchkiss 
team which it had not previously 
seen. Andover took the first game 
30-15 but Hotchkiss won the final 
three 30-27, 30-27, 30-19 to give 
Andover the runner-up trophy. 

To go undefeated all season and 
make its way to the championship 
match, Andover Volleyball needed a 

strong leader which it found in Cap-
tain Price. Captain Price showed her 
leadership with her actions on and 
off the court. She put up impressive 
numbers in every category, leading 
the team in successful hits.

Perhaps the most consistent 
player on the team was Levin, lead-
ing the team in both serve percent-
age and hit percentage while putting 
up good numbers in every other 
category.

Thomas tended to go for the big 
shot more and often succeeded with 
huge numbers in every category 
from aces to blocks to kills.

One weakness which plagues 
almost all teams was a lack of focus 

at certain times. Most of the games 
dropped, however rare they were, 
could have been won. Often it was a 
team catching Andover by surprise 
that caused problems.

The strength that overcame this 
was teamwork and chemistry with 
all six starters who, save Levin, re-
turned from last year when they re-
ceived ample playing time. 

Even newcomer Sarah Beat-
tie ʼ07 remarked at the beginning 
of the year, “As a new player, the 
warm welcome to the team has been 
really great. The team chemistry is 
already awesome and over the next 
few weeks I think it will only get 
better.”
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Katie Faulkner ʼ06 races the 500M for Girls Swimming. Katie Faulkner placed 4th in the 500M 
and 3rd 200M at Interschols.

The Girls Track team had 
an outstanding season this past 
winter. Many girls used the 
season to prepare for spring 
track and to stay fit for spring 
sports during the cold winter. 
The team, led by Captain Marty 
Schnure ‘06, pulled off tough 
victories over rivals and state 
champions, Exeter and Andover 
High School. 

The Andover team showed 
significant strength in the 
4x400 relay this season. 
Against Andover High, PA fell 
behind, but working well under 
pressurem the team of Captain 
Schnure, Alyse Kennedy ’06, 
Carolyn Pollard ‘07, and 
Hannah Comeau ’06 won the 
relay, enabling the team to 
squeeze out a one-point victory.  
Later on in the season, facing 
Exeter, the 4x400 proved to be 
the crucial event once again.  
Before the relay Andover was 
down by one, but a determined 
team of strong runners, Pollard, 
Kit Harris ‘07, Kennedy and 
Comeau defeated Exeter 
runners, notching the overall 
victory. Captain Schnure 
commented, “Even though the 
odds were against us going 
into the meet, everything came 
together.”  Harris added, “Going 
in [and beating Exeter] was a 
long shot and nobody thought it 
was possible, but everyone on 
the team stepped up to make it 
happen”.

Sarah Dowd ’06 and Becca 
Howe ’06 led the team in the 
distance events.  Both runners 
often placed in the top three in 
the mile and two-mile races.  
Dowd, a strong cross country 
runner, and Howe, an aggressive 
soccer player, moved inside for 
the winter and led Andover’s 
distance team. 

Michelle Nguyen ’07 
summarized the season best, 
“The atmosphere in the cage 
during practice and meets was 
unforgettable. We had a great 
group of girls this year and the 
cage was always brimming with 
spirit and determination, which 
adds a lot to our performance. 

I am going to miss our senior 
girls, all of whom have played 
such a large part on the team 
whether they have been here for 
a year or for all four years.”

 Boys Winter Track had 
a very successful indoor 
campaign, knocking off teams 
on its way to the USATF New 
England Championships and 
the big meet against Exeter.     

Andover, for the most 
part, had an easy run against 
the local teams with the only 
real challenge mounted by 
Andover High, foreshadowing 
the spring season tie against 
Phillips Academy’s otherwise 
undefeated outdoor team. 

In the absence of an indoor 
Interschols, the main meets of 
the season were the USATF’s at 
Harvard and Exeter at home.

The meet against Exeter 
went as planned with Andover 
winning 59-45. Individual 
champions included Kenny 
Watari ’07 in the mile, Jason 
Soule ’06 in the hurdles, 
Mario Noyola ’06 in the pole 
vault, Merzudin Ibric ’06 in 
the 600m, and Greg Hsu ’06 
in the 300m. The 300m was 
particularly exciting as Hsu 
and Soule battled with their 
Exeter opponent. Hsu won by 
.1 and then Soule edged Exeter 
by .05 for important points in 
what was already a close meet. 
Andover later won with a one 
second victory in the 4x400m 
relay.

The USATF meet wasn’t 
a team scored event so the 
main focus was on personal 
achievement: Soule ran to a 
second place finish in the 60m 
hurdles, showing his promise 
for the spring season; Ibric 
won the open 400m in 49.37; 
Lou Tejada ’08 was 17th in the 
100m and 15th in the 200m; 
five runners went under five 
minutes for the mile (Mike 
Discenza ’09, Watari, Eli Howe 
’09, and Dave Wilson ’09); Joe 
O’Hern threw 44 feet to capture 
second in the shot.

During the season, Andover 
track held a run-a-thon which 
raised money for a new timing 
system. An Abbot Grant later 
accounted for the remaining 
funds.

PA Runs From Competition;
Indoor Track Goes Undefeated

By Ella Kidron and Ben Bramhall
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITERS

Elder ʼ07 leads boys
to strong season

The Nordic team skied a fantas-
tic season, led by Arielle Filiberti 
ʼ07 and Co-Captain Jim Elder ʼ07.  
Though the lack of snow was disap-
pointing for the eager team, it came 
out of the season with an impres-
sive third place girls finish at Inter-
schols.  

The strong returning girls racing 
team of Morgan Broccoli ʼ07, Sarah 
Dewey ʼ07, Filiberti, Co-captain 
Anna Ho ʻ06, Abby King ʼ07, and 
Roxy Pierson ʼ07 looked to improve 
on the amazing third place finish at 
last year s̓ final interscholastic NEP-
SAC race.  The girls squad gradu-
ated only two members of last year s̓ 
successful team and were joined 
by many enthusiastic newcomers, 
including Berol Dewdney ʼ09 and 
Anne Elder ʼ09, the younger sister 
of Co-Captain Jim. Meanwhile, 
the young boys racing squad added 
some new talent to the team. Co-
Captain Elder was joined by an in-
flux of Lower skiiers including Kit 
Halvorsen ʼ08, Dave Holliday ʼ08, 
and Walker Washburn ʼ08. Ando-
ver s̓ first race, a 5-kilometer course 
held at Vermont Academy, the team 
erased any skepticism of the souther-
ly Andover s̓ ability to compete with 
the perennially competitive northern 
ski teams.  The girls team finished 
in third place, while the developing 
boys team finished in seventh.  The 
girls team was joined by newcomer 
Dewdney, and Betina Evancha ʼ07. 
Filiberti led the team with a fifth 
place finish and an amazing time. 

The pinnacle of the team s̓ sea-
son was the NEPSAC Interscholastic 
Race held in Bearnotch, NH.  Ando-
ver put on a fantastic show, finishing 
third overall for girls and ninth over-
all for boys.  The girls finished be-
hind St. Paul̓ s and Holderness.   Out 
of about 40 girls, Filiberti finished 
fourth overall.  Dewey and Elder 
will serve as next year s̓ captains, 
anticipating an even better season.  
Elder reflected, “ I could not have 
asked for a nicer team. They kept me 
going even when I was skeptical that 
we would finish the season skiing. I 
was humbled to be elected captain 
for next season, I just hope there will 
be some snow.”

Filiberti ʼ07

Nordic Skiing
Star For 

By Sara Ho
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The Girls Varsity Swimming 
& Diving Team had a smashing 
undefeated season, earning its fifth 
consecutive victory at the New Eng-
land Championships. As one of the 
most powerful teams in the league, 
the Andover Swimming & Diving 
Team had a lot to live up to with 
the impressive past record of being 
undefeated in 2000, 2001, and 2003 
as well as winning New England s̓ 
since 2002 and in 1998. Last year, 
Andover achieved a spectacular 
victory at Interschols and almost 
claimed an undefeated season, los-
ing only one meet against Hopkins. 

Ranked as the 8th best indepen-
dent high school team with more 
than 900 students across the nation in 
2005, it might be expected that there 
would be a lot of high expectations 
and pressure on the team to do well 
and continue the streak. Coach Paul 
Murphy, named as the Swimming 
Coach of the Year for 2005 by the 
Eagle Tribune s̓ sports department, 
still maintained the importance of 

having fun. “My main goal for the 
team is for everyone to enjoy par-
ticipating in this fun sport. Winning 
will only come if our swimmers re-
ally love swimming.” The girls on 
the team, still armed with ʻmonsta 
love,  ̓ were pumped up and ready 
to uphold their reputation, devoting 
hours to the hard practices.

Starting the season off strongly, 
Andover stormed past Choate 105-
82 by snatching up wins in the free-
style events. Quickly rebounding af-
ter losing to Choate in the first event, 
the 200 Medley Relay, Andover 
set the pace for the rest of the meet 
when Salena Casha ʼ09, Captain 
Katie Faulkner ʼ06, and Carly Vil-
lareal ʼ07 swept the 200 Free. 

In its next meet, Andover faced 
off against Loomis Chaffee, whip-
ping out a 111-75 win by dominat-
ing the diving as well as the freestyle 
events again. The divers swept their 
event, with Rachel Reinauer ̓ 07, Liz 
Finnegan ʼ06, and Justine Paradis 
ʼ08 earning first, second, and third. 
The 200 and 400 Free Relay teams 
both won first and  Faulkner earned 
two wins, in the 200 and the 500 
Free. Casha swam an astonishing 
first place finish in the 200 IM and 
also won the 100 Breast. 

Andover continued to roll over 

its opponents. Andover crushed 
NMH 75-17 and Milton 71-21.  An-
dover then pasted Deerfield 128-58 
with Villareal, Sisi Ruan ʼ07, Cait-
lin Feeney ʼ08, and Ella Kidron 
ʻ08 all earning personal bests. Most 
notably, the 200 Free Relay team 
earned an awesome time of 1:42.98, 
which would have earned the team 
2nd place in the 2005 New England 
Championships. 

Adding two more wins under 
their belt on February 18th, the girls 
won their tri-meet against Williston 
by 82-19 and Convent of the Sa-
cred Heart by 69-33 again due to 
the power of Andover s̓ freestylers. 
Finally, Andover concluded its un-
defeated season by soundly defeat-
ing Exeter 114-72, and earning gold 
in all three relays and a number of 
personal bests. At the New England 
Championships, Andover reclaimed 
its first place title for the fifth time in 
a row, since 2002, winning with the 
score of 301.

Although the team lost many 
core senior swimmers, the new re-
cruits are diving in to fill any gaps. 
“Even though the faces change on 
this team each year,” Coach Paul 
Murphy said, “it is clear that the 
spirit of Andover Swimming lives 
on year to year.” 

Girls Swimming Takes Fifth Consecutive NE;
Lead By Captain Faulkner ʼ06 and Alyssa Hill ʼ06

By Dennis Jow
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Mike McMahon ʼ06 (left) advances the puck up-ice as he is being chased by a Cushing offense-
man. J.P. Martignnetti ʼ06 (right) celebrates after scoring a goal.

The Andover Boys Hockey 
team continued its trend of strong 
play as the Blue went 14-7-5 to fin-
ish the year, narrowly missing the 
playoffs for just the first time since 
2002-2003. The 16 Andover seniors 
led their team well, and finish their 
PA hockey careers amassing incred-
ible numbers during their time here.

The season began with a buzz of 
excitement in the stands and on the 
ice, with a strong core of guys with 
lots of playing experience together. 
The team started 4-0-1 including 
a very strong 4-1 win against St. 
Paul s̓, which featured a three point 
performance from Chris Cahill ʼ06 
and a 37 save effort from goalie 
Matt Ward ʼ06.

In the annual Flood-Marr tour-
nament during the Winter break, 
PA lost close two games and went 
winless on the trip. Upon its return 
to school after winter vacation, the 
team went on a six-game unbeaten 
streak.

“Limiting penalties is something 
we need to work on,” Coach Boylan 
affirmed during this period of play, 

with PA taking an inordinate amount 
of penalties in some games. At mul-
tiple points in the season, the team 
would not give up an even-strength 
goal for 2-3 straight games, but 
playing shorthanded often stung the 
efforts of Ward, whose strong senior 
season ranked him high on the prep 
leaderboard in save percent, and at 
one point Ward led New England in 
the stat.

Andover did have a great amount 
of talent despite some of its prob-
lems and had some impressive wins. 
The Blue defeated Exeter away in 
what was considered the best team 
effort of the year, a streaking 11-4 St. 
Sebastian s̓ at home, and a Belmont 
Hill team riding a 19-game unbeaten 
streak. Although the strong victories 
sometimes accompanied ties against 
less than .500 teams, the Blue knew 
it could compete with any team in 
the league.

While heartbreaking losses 
at Tabor and tight loss to Cush-
ing strangled PA̓s playoff chances 
late in the year, the Blue had its 
share of wonderful moments and 
dramatic victories during the year. 
Against archrival Exeter in the Red 
backyard, Paul Scola ʻ06 scored 15 
seconds into the game, but Ando-

ver needed Captain J.P. Martignetti 
ʻ06 s̓ second goal of the game, with 
under five minutes remaining to ce-
ment the 3-2 win.

The next game brought league 
powerhouse St. Sebastian s̓ to An-
dover, and the Blue needed to stage 
a third period comeback after being 
down 1-0 going into the final frame. 
Scola buried a penalty shot five min-
utes into the period to even the game, 
and set up the circumstances for 
what looked like a game destined for 
OT. But J.J. McGregor ʼ08 shelved 
a backhander with 20 seconds left to 
give Andover the 2-1 win. 

During the team s̓ 10-1-3 streak 
in the middle of the season, the of-
fense clicked for 3.71 goals/game, 
and the defense bore down to al-
low 2.14 goals/game. Andover had 
reached the high point in the season, 
and looked like the frontrunner for 
the last playoff spot in the East, but 
the heartbreakers to Cushing and 
Tabor left the playoff spot in the 
grasps of Lawrence Academy. With 
the team struggling offensively, a 2-
0 loss to NMH eliminated the Blue 
from the playoffs, and left Andover 
with nothing but pride on the line to 
play for in the season finale against 
rival Exeter. 

Boys Hockey Does Not Meet Expectations;
Sixteen Seniors Look to Play at the Next Level  

By Chris George
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

This was a season of many ups 
and downs for the Andover Boys 
Basketball team. Adover finished 
the season with a 5-14 record. 

Unfortunately, Andover capped 
off its season with a tough loss to ri-
val Exeter. The Big Blue fell in one 
of the best Andover-Exeter games in 
recent memory by the score of 62-
55. 

Historically Andover vs. Exeter 
contests have been very well played 
and very hard fought, and this game 
was no exception. The game was 
highly contested throughout, with 
Exeter taking a final lead in the clos-
ing seconds to take the game.

Andover battled throughout 
the game, playing solid team de-
fense and distributing the ball well 
to find open shots. Finally with just 
over 5:30 left in the game, the Big 
Blue, after trailing for all of the 
game, scored to bring the score to 
50 apiece.

With about two minutes remain-
ing in the game,  Andover found itself 
up by four points and on the verge 
of victory. Several costly points off 
turnovers gave Exeter the chance to 
get back in the game and eventually 
take a three-point lead with one min-
ute remaining.  Andover found itself 
in an insurmountable hole and even-
tually lost 62-55. 

This game truly was a represen-
tation of the entire season for the Big 
Blue, giving everything it had and 
battling back and forth throughout 
the game, but unfortunately coming 
up just short. 

Despite what some might con-
sider a disappointing record, the 
season not without achievement. 
Andover s̓ Captain Joseph Lokitis 
ʼ06 was able to score 1000 points in 
his PA career and eventually break 
the record of 1,108 points set by 
Becky Dowling ʼ94 for the most 
points scored in a career at Phillips 
Academy. 

Captain Lokitis, however was by 
no means the only Senior who made 
a contribution to the team. While 

players like Bryan Leeʼ06, Brendan 
Gallagher ʼ06, and Blake Hinck-
leyʼ06 may not have led the team in 
points, they definitely played a cru-
cial part in the successes of the team. 
The contribution of other seniors 
like Mike Williams ʻ06, Edwin Ku-
lubya ʻ06, Tom Tassinari ʻ06, Clin-
ton Prospere ʻ06, and Scott Morgan 
ʻ06 cannot go unnoticed either. 

The team started off the season 
0-4, with close losses to Cushing, 
Tilton, Loomis Chaffee and a blow-
out loss to New Hampton.  Howev-
er, the team left for winter vacation 
knowing it could still have a suc-
cessful season.  

These hopes were soon realized 
as Andover rattled off four straight 
victories to even its record at 4-4.  
Andover blew out Choate and Mil-
ton, then defeated Holderness in a 
61-58 nail-biter.  

Andover then crushed perennial 
nemesis Tabor 71-53, but suffered a 
costly blow at the end of the game. 
At the end of the Tabor game, Cap-
tain Lokitis suffered a calf injury that 

would sideline him for eight games.  
Without Captain Lokitis, An-

dover suffered tremendously on the 
offensive end and subsequently lost  
seven of the next eight games, with 
five of those losses by eleven points 
or less.  

When Captain Lokitis returned 
at the end of the season, the team s̓ 
play improved but Andover lost to 
powerhouse Northfield Mount Her-
mon and Deerfield.

The one benefit (though ex-
tremely minor)  that Captain Lokitis  ̓
absence had on the team was that it 
forced Uppers Matt Silva ʼ07, Will 
Sherrill ʼ07 and Chris Bramwell ʼ07 
to assume more responsibility on the 
team and a larger share of the scor-
ing.  

Overall, it was a season of “what 
if” for Andover.  When the team was 
in the midst of its four-game winning 
streak in early January, a winning 
season and a playoff berth seemed 
very attainable.  Those hopes faded 
as Andover fell in close game after 
close game. 

Boys Basketball Improves from Last Year;
Captain Lokitis ʼ06 Captures Scoring Title

By Brad Marvin
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

Tom Tassinari ʼ06 dribbles past a defender. Tassinari was 
among nine Seniors on the Boys Basketball team.
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Sam Cartmell ʼ06 grapples his opponent in a closely contested match. Andover wrestling won the 
Northern New England Championship this season.

Highlighted by a first place 
finish at the Northern New Eng-
land Invitational Wrestling Tour-
nament (NNEIWT), the Phillips 
Academy Wrestlers exceeded 
all expectations this year. An-
dover has won this tournament 
for the past three years, and this 
year was no different, achiev-
ing a first place finish with 206.5 
team points. Akshay Paintal ʼ07 
had an incredible performance 
on the mat on the day. He pinned 
all three opponents within a to-
tal of 88 seconds to go on to be 
crowned New England Cham-
pion. Captain Gabe Worgaftik 
ʼ06 also retained his three year 
title, winning 1st place at 135 
lbs. Hector Cintron ʼ08 and Vic-
tor Vasquez ʼ06 also placed first 
in their respective weight classes 
as well. Among the other varsity 
placers at the tournament were 
Brian Foye ʼ06 at second place, 
Colin Dunn ʼ07 and Nick Bowen 
ʼ06 at third, and AJ Charles ʼ08, 
Sam Cartmell ʼ06, and Alex Clif-
ford ʼ07 at fourth.  

In one of the first meets of the 
season, Andover swept a home 
meet, beating Deerfield Acad-

emy, Providence Country Day, 
and Hyde-Maine in one bout. Al-
though Deerfield is traditionally a 
very tough and experienced team, 
PA was able to defeat them 36-27, 
with Captain Worgaftik winning 
the first match of the dual in over-
time. With victories by Vazquez, 
Bowen, and Foye, Andover led 
12-3 after the first five matches.

Later in January, PA proved 
its worth once more in the annual 
Class “A” League Tournament. 
Andover placed fourth among 
15 other teams from around New 
England. At 135 lbs, Captain 
Worgaftik wrestled his way to his 
second straight individual title, 
and Foye won his first title at 160 
lbs. 

The teamʼs highly successful 
season was also marked by an ap-
pearance of four of their top wres-
tlers who qualified for the Nation-
al Prep Tournament. Once more, 
Paintal proved his mettle with an 
8th place finish at 112 lbs. 

At the New England Prep 
Tournament, Captain Worgaftik 
highlighted Andoverʼs perfor-
mance with a third place finish. As 
a team, PA finished 15th among 
the 53 competing schools, with 
Loomis-Chaffee taking home the 
title. Paintal set a new school re-
cord for wins in a single season 

at 31. Captain Worgaftik ended 
his fantastic Andover career with 
96 career wins, and a senior-year 
mark of 30-5. 

In the post-season tourna-
ments, PA̓ s female grapplers 
made their mark on the wrestling 
community. At the Massachusetts 
Girls State Tournament, Rachel 
Cohen ʼ08 got a third place fin-
ish and  Kassie Archambault ʼ06 
finished second.  

Overall, the Andover Wres-
tlers compiled a tremendous re-
cord this year and return enough 
talent to do it again next year.  

Wrestling Takes 3rd Straight Northern NE Title;
Captain Worgaftik ʼ06 Crowned NE Champ

By Sara Wallace
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

This past winter, the Andover 
Girls Hockey team experienced 
its most successful season ever, 
qualifying for the semi-finals in the 
post-season New England Champi-
onships. “I have never seen a team 
play with as much heart as we did,” 
commented defensemen Stephanie 
Clegg ʼ08.  Co-Captains Melissa 
Tetreau ʼ06 and Julie Wadland ʼ06 
set the tone of the season from the 
beginning, one of focus and fun.  

Andover started the season 
strong with a 7-0 win over Bucking-
ham Browne & Nichols and contin-
ued its streak with a 10-2 win over 
St. Paul s̓. Against St. Paul s̓, over 
half of the team scored.  Co-Captain 
Tetreau ʼ06 netted a hat trick when 
her third goal of the game soared 
into the net.  All three of her goals 
were craftily aimed at the corners 
of the net, two in the right hand and 
one in the left hand corner.  Jamie 
Harisiades ʼ08, Lindsey Weiner ʼ08, 
and Nancy Ann Little ʼ08, all mem-
bers of the third line, scored their first 
goals of the season in this game.

The strength of Thayer Acad-
emy came as an unexpected surprise 
to Andover, but the Big Blue pulled it 
out with a 3-2 win.  Thayer clumped 
its players in the zone whenever An-
dover got control of the puck, mak-
ing a shot down the middle almost 
impossible.  Thus, crafty and skillful 

weaving between the players on the 
ice was the only way for Andover to 
score.  Co-Captain Tetreau scored 
twice, the first time in the first pe-
riod with a crisp slap shot.  Co-cap-
tain Wadland slipped in the winning 
goal.

In one of the biggest wins in the 
team s̓ history, Andover defeated 
Cushing 2-1 and solidified its posi-
tion as a league championship con-
tender. The win over Cushing was 
Coach Fenton s̓ first career win over 
the Purple Penguins. Cushing came 
out strong, scoring the first goal four 
minutes into the first period.  Re-

maining focused, Andover regained 
the momentum, and Olivia Coffey 
ʼ07 put Andover on the board.  In 
the second period, Cushing took the 
lead with a goal to make the score 
2-1.

With less than thirty seconds left 
in the third period and the game tied 
2-2, Lindsay Moramarco ʼ06 shot 
on net. Co-Captain Tetreau collected 
the rebound and fired a shot into the 
back of the net to give Andover the 
3-2 win. 

The most exciting game of 
the season was by far the matchup 
against the Noble and Greenough 

School, last year s̓ New England 
Champions.  For the first time ever, 
Andover advanced to the semi-fi-
nals in post-season play, after shut-
ting down Nobles 3-0.

In the semifinals, Andover lost 
to Pomfret Academy.  Andover fin-
ished one of the best seasons in his-
tory 16-5.  The strength of the team 
resided in its chemistry and undying 
drive to play hockey at its best.  Co-
Captain Tetreau commented, “We 
played with each other, for each oth-
er, and had fun doing it.  I couldn t̓ 
be more proud of being part of such 
a special team.”

Girls Hockey Fights Way to the New England Semi-Finals;
Team Wins First Game Against Cushing Academy In Years

By Janet Scognamiglio
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Lindsay Moramarco ʼ06 (left) skates the puck up ice. Meg Montecalvo (right) celebrates a goal 
with her teammates.

The Girl s̓ Varsity Basketball 
team faced a season of adjustments 
and rebuilding, but tackled each 
challenge with grace and determi-
nation. The season began with the 
addition of several new, young play-
ers and a new coach.  Throughout 
the season, the players learned to 
adapt to each other s̓ style of play 
and meshed as a team through team-
work, hard work, and determination.  
The team constantly demonstrated 
relentless effort, refusing to let up to 
any opponent.  

Thanks to hard work, the team 
improved every game.

Sarah Beattie ʼ07 said, “Every 
game there was something we could 
look back on and say, that was a step 
forward.”  

Kelly Fox ʼ08 said the two main 
goals of the season were to “develop 
great team cohesion and have strong 
fundamental skills.” The team did 
an awesome job reaching these 
goals. “You can t̓ count success by 
the number of wins” says Captain 
Jackie Price ʻ06. The team proved 
its success with relentless effort and 
determination to overcome every 
challenged placed before it. 

Andover defeated Loomis 
Chaffee in December for its first vic-
tory of the season. Claire Fox ʼ06 
described it as “the first game when 
we really started acting like a team.”  
The unyielding effort earned the Big 
Blue a 36-34 win with outstanding 
defense and consistent shooting.  

Each game, several players con-
tributed to the scoreboard, reflecting 
the team s̓ depth and unified effort.  
Kara Hollis ʼ07 displayed strong 
defense throughout the season along 
with tenacity displayed by Kristen 
Macdonald ʼ07.  Fox ʼ08 played 
consistently with hustle and aggres-
sion.  

The seniors did a great job lead-
ing the team throughout the season.  
Captain Price, a versatile and skilled 
player, led the team consistently 
throughout all the games.  She re-
sponded to the need of leadership 
and direction on the court. As Hol-
lis said, she was “able to keep up the 
level of play whenever she was in.” 

Captain Price ʼ06 often led the 
team in points for games.  She deliv-
ered offensively in every game.  Her 

presence on the court helped main-
tain an intensity and connection be-
tween the girls in Blue.

Hollis also described Fox ʼ06 
as “the go-to player in a lot of situa-
tions, helping us to really win a nail 
biter against Milton.”  Fox ʼ06 did a 
fantastic job on the boards, winning 
several rebounds and dominating 
possession under the basket.  She 
was a reliable player, consistently 
drawing fouls and making her foul 
shots.

Sarah Thomas ̓ 06 demonstrated 
constant hard work and hustle. On 
the court, she gave 100%, fighting 
for steals and forcing turnovers on 
the defensive end.  Her team spirit 
encouraged her team members to 
strive for improvement.  

The game against NMH dem-
onstrated the team s̓ confidence and 
persistency. The ball possession 
bounced between both teams, while 
NMH maintained the lead for a con-
siderable part of the game. With only 
a few seconds left in the game, the 
Big Blue, down by one point, held 
possession under the net.  Fox ʼ08 
received the ball, making a hook 
shot at the buzzer to win the game.  
Hollis commented on the shot, “I 
don t̓ think there was ever a doubt in 
her mind that sheʼd make that shot.”

The seniors directed the young 
team s̓ hard work and commitment.  
The seniors led the young squad of 
Emily Little ̓ 09 and Emily Zinmeis-
ter ʼ09, Fox ʼ08, Hailee Minor ʼ08, 
Becca Zinmeister ʼ08, Stuart Ander-
son ʼ07, Beattie, Hollis, and Mac-
donald.  Each team member con-
tributed tremendous effort.  Without 
each member of the team, the Big 
Blue could not have achieved its 
goals.  

The team faced many challeng-
es this season, but Andover demon-
strated fearless effort against every 
opponent.  As a rebuilding season, 
the team strived to fulfill its potential. 
With great rebounding and aggres-
sion on offense, Beattie helped the 
team tremendously in tight games.  
Macdonald was a consistent scorer, 
while displaying great ball handling 
abilities and aggressive defense.  

It was each player s̓ individual 
strengths that connected to make 
the season successful, and Fox ʼ06 
described the season as “a suc-
cess in that we learned to work 
well as a team and use each other s̓ 
strengths”.  

Girls Basketball Team Rebuilds;
NMH Game Highlights the Year

By Lauren Jackson
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Finishing second at Interschols, 
the Andover Boys Varsity Swim-
ming team had one of its best sea-
sons in history. On paper, the team 
did not look like a New England 
championship contender, in fact 
the team was quite young with only 
three seniors. After a few meets 
however, it was obvious that this 
team had something special. 

Led by Captain Jeff Zhou ʼ06 
and Senior Jamie Neuwirth ̓ 06, the 
boys won their first meet against 
Choate in early January almost ef-
fortlessly. It was at this meet that 
the many new swimming talents 
were unveiled. New upper Scott 
McColl ̓ 07 certainly made a splash 
at the meet placing second in the 
200 IM, and first in the 100 breast-
roke. Neuwirth began his season 
with outstanding first place finish-
es in the 50 and 100 freestyle, his 
specialties. Returning lower Julian 
Azaret ʼ08 also surprised every-
one coming back much improved 
from 2005, finishing first in the 500 
freestyle with an outstanding sub-5 
minute time, as well as first in the 
200 freestyle. Andover cruised to 
victory over Choate 104-81. 

Andover continued to impress 

in crushing victories over Loomis 
Chaffe (120-63), Milton (61-32) 
and NMH (74-16).   In these meets, 
Andover s̓ superior depth played 
a key role because while Andover 
may not have won every race, it 
always had one or two representa-
tives on the medal stand.  

The boys trekked to Deerfield 
for their first away meet. The meet 
started with a victory in the 200 
medley relay, swum by Captain 
Zhou, Dennis Jow ʻ07, Brendon 
Sullivan ʼ07, and Stephen Lee-
Kramer ʻ09, and then Azaret, Mc-
Coll and Tony Feng ʼ09 swept the 
200 freestyle with a 1-2-3 finish. 
Then Lee-Kramer, Bob Divers ʼ07, 
and Sullivan swept the 50 freestyle, 
and after that Jow, Kevin Zhai ʻ08, 
and Feng swept the 100 freestyle, 
marking the third sweep so far in 
the day. Captain Zhou and Howie 
Kalter ̒ 07 dominated the 100 back-
stroke, finishing in that order. An-
dover destroyed Deerfield 110-75. 

After the duel meet, Andover 
was undefeated and on collision 
course with perennial power of 
Phillips Exeter. The boys swim 
team had not defeated Exeter in 
33 years up until this point. Exeter 
won the first event, but Andover 
bounced right back with Neuwirth 
and Kalter placing first and second 
in the 200 freestyle. Corey Psoinos 

ʻ07 absolutely dominated the Exeter 
divers, winning by over 50 points, 
and then Captain Zhou swam an 
amazingly powerful 100 fly and 
defeated the second place Exeter 
swimmer by over two seconds. In 
the end, everything came to the last 
relay; the 400 freestyle relay and 
whichever team won the race would 
win the meet. The strong team of 
Divers, Captain Zhou, McColl, and 
Neuwirth stepped up to the blocks 
knowing that everything depended 
on this moment, and the first three 
swimmers held off Exeter enough 
to leave everything up to the an-
chor, Neuwirth. Neuwirth pulled 
through, swimming one of his best 
100 freestyles of  the season, and 
cementing Andover s̓ victory, its 
first over Exeter in 33 years. 

Going into Interschols, Ando-
ver knew Exeter wanted revenge. 
In the end, Andover finished sec-
ond to Exeter, though almost every 
swimmer had personal best times. 
The finish was much improved 
from 2005 s̓ fifth place finish, so 
although there was dissapointment, 
they were quite content with their 
performance. The season overall 
was a great success. With an un-
defeated regular season, the boys 
truly had one of their best seasons 
in history. 

Boys Swimming Has an Undefeated Season;
Beats Exeter for the First Time in 33 Years

By Tori Brophey
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Young Team has Great 
Season

The Andover Girls Squash team 
entered the 2006 season relatively 
inexperienced, but it surpassed ex-
pectations by placing twelfth in the 
year-end interscholastic tournament. 
Led by the skill of Captain Ali Zind-
man ʼ07 and the tireless dedication 
of Pawina Jiramongkolchai ʼ06 and 
Diana Willson ʼ07, the young squad 
made admirable strides of improve-
ment.

Andover started the season with 
a convincing 5-2 win over Tabor 
before the winter break. When the 
team got back, however, it received 
a wake-up call from Choate. Cap-
tain Zindman won her match at the 
first position, but everyone else lost. 
Andover failed to win a single game 
outside the number one spot and 
went down 6-1 in the overall match.

With this loss in mind, Andover 
knew it would need to work hard to 
improve.

“In the beginning, we worked on 
basics: high serves, good length on 
shots, and straight, deep rails,” said 
Coach Tom Hodgson.

Andover soon seized an oppor-
tunity to boost morale, beating both 
Taft and Loomis in a dual match at 
home. 

Andover followed this confi-
dence inspiring double-header result 
with a bit of a slide, during which the 
team lost a few matches in a row. In 
its first match of this skid—on the 
road against Middlesex—Andover 
was missing Captain Zindman be-
cause of illness and might have won 
had she been well. Andover hosted 
rival Exeter in the second match of 
the losing streak and again lost 4-3.

 “We lost four matches 4-3,” said 
Hodgson. “These [matches] were a 
good sign; we were competing with 
teams we wouldn̓ t have expected to 
be close to.”

Andover worked hard and re-
mained positive, however. 

Andover bounced back in its 
next match, beating Brooks 6-1. The 
competition was closer than the lop-
sided score would seem to indicate, 
but Andover still came out on top 
with its biggest win to date.

Now at roughly the halfway 
point in the season, Andover s̓ re-
cord stood at 4-4. Despite some 
tough losses, Andover had been able 
to hold its own. The players had all 
made technical improvements at that 
point, and Hodgson continued to 
work on their conditioning.

Zeroing in on the end of the sea-
son, and with its record still hover-
ing at .500, Andover went on a four-
match losing streak. It started this 
slide with a 5-2 loss to St. Paul̓ s. 

Andover finished out the season 
with a pair of paradoxical outcomes. 
It beat Brooks 6-1 and then lost to 
Exeter 6-1, setting the team s̓ regular 
season record at 6-9.

At the interscholastic tourna-
ment, Andover was placed in the A 
Bracket and finished twelfth.

“To end up at twelfth was as 
good as we could have done,” said 
Hodgson. “Both our good condition-
ing and strong serves earned us quite 
a number of points.”

Girls Squash

At New Englands
Takes 12th

By Ali Zindman
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Led by six seniors, Andover 
had a strong season finishing with 
an overall record of seven wins and 
eight losses.  The Big Blue conclud-
ed its season with a seventh place 
finish at Nationals and a ninth place 
finish at Interscholastics.  During the 
season Andover played some great 
squash and fulfilled Coach Tom 
Cone s̓ expectations, “There was a 
lot of enthusiasm for the sport this 
season, and it was a great building 
year.  We had a lot of young play-
ers, but we also had great strength at 
the top of our ladder.”  Consistently 
leading the team throughout the sea-
son was Captain Dan Wagman ʼ06, 
who alternated between the one and 
two positions with Derek de Svas-
tich ʼ06.  Both players bring tremen-
dous experience to the team and re-
ally helped the team win some close 
matches.  Captain Wagman had an 
incredible season, taking second in 
New England at the season-ending 
tournament.

Andover began its season with 
a heartbreaking 4-3 loss to Choate.  
While gaining wins in the top two 
spots, there were quite a few five 
game matches that could have gone 
either way.  Bouncing back, Ando-
ver trounced Deerfield 7-0.  Captain 
Wagman commented, “Everyone 
played well against Deerfield, and 
it was nice to come back so strongly 
after such a disappointing loss. This 
shows everyone s̓ will to win.” 

Another highlight of the season 
for the Big Blue was the National 
High School Championships held 
at Yale in New Haven, Conn.  The 
team finished at an amazing seventh 
place out of thirty-two teams. Begin-
ning with a strong 5-2 victory over 
Delbarton, Andover was quickly 
knocked out of the main draw against 
an unstoppable Brunswick School 7-

0.  In a great match, however, Dan 
Wagman ʼ06 was able to bring his 
match to a fifth game. Playing smart 
squash and hitting the corners, Wag-
man almost came away with the 
victory.  Andover quickly bounced 
back crushing Shadyside School 7-
0.  Next, the crowning moment of 
the tournament came, when Ando-
ver defeated Choate in a close 4-3 
match.  Having lost to them in the 
regular season, Andover was deter-
mined to win.  They did so, playing 
incredibly well, and really pressuring 
their opponents with good length.  
After Belmont Hill defaulted, and 
Andover lost to Taft 6-1, tired from 
three days of good squash, Andover 
decided to flip a coin to determine 
seventh and eighth place against 
Groton.  Coming down to the coin 
flip at the number one position, An-
dover came away with a 4-3 victory.  

Finally at Interscholastics An-
dover saw Captain Wagman finish 
second out of all of the number two 
players.  Seeded fourth, Wagman de-
feated the second seed from Taft in 
a 3-0 upset. Coach Cone said, “Ev-
eryone was shocked at how badly 
Dan beat his opponent.  He came to 
win and that is what he did.”  Gra-
ham Miao ̓ 09 also played incredibly 
well, making it to the consolation fi-
nals at the number four spot. Danny 
Silk ʼ07 lost in the semifinals of the 
consolations.  These strong finishes 
for Andover helped the team to an 
overall ninth place finish.  Coach 
Cone was pleased saying, “It was 
tough to face seeds in the earlier 
rounds, and sometimes it was unfair 
that we were the team that had to 
face so many of them.  Despite this 
we played some great squash and ev-
eryone beat at least one person that 
they had lost to in the regular season, 
which was incredible.  I was pleased 
with everyone s̓ performance, and 
the seniors really stepped up this 
year to lead such a young team.”

Boys Squash Takes 7th at Nationals
Wagman and de Svastich Lead

By Matt Schubert
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER



The 2006 Andover baseball 
team came into this season with 
high expectations following its 2nd 
place regular season finish last year, 
despite returning only four varsity 
players from 2005, and just three 
seniors. The talented youngsters 
had the potential for success, while 
seniors Co-Captain Matt Boylan ̓ 06 
(pitcher and first baseman), Co-Cap-
tain Tom Dignard ʼ06 (catcher and 
third baseman), and postgraduate 
Tommy Arrigg ̓ 06 (pitcher and third 
baseman) led the way with much 
varsity experience and talent.

Right off the bat, the younger 
lineup carried the hot streak it had 
begun in Florida during its spring 
break trip, opening the season with 
three straight wins against Nobles, 
Bridgton, and Tabor by a 27-4 mar-
gin. 

The earliest test brought the Blue 
to Cushing, where the bats were test-
ed by the defending champion s̓ ace. 
But Andover responded quite well, 
tagging the Penguins for eight runs 
on seven hits. Boylan did not allow a 
hit or earned run in six innings, and 
PA exited with a convincing 8-4 vic-
tory.Three days later against Worces-
ter Academy, Santaniello got the nod 
for his first varsity start, and pitched 
six strong innings before handing a 
3-2 deficit to the offense in the bot-
tom of the 6th inning. After a hit-by-
pitch, co-captain Boylan stepped to 
the plate, and launched a high fast-
ball over the right field fence to take 
the 4-3 lead and evenutal win. 

Andover took control early in 
the second game of the doublehead-
er against Worcester winning by a 
score of 9-2.

The front of the pitching staff 

always gave the team a great chance 
to win, as Arrigg, Boylan, and San-
taniello finished with 1.70, 2.21, and 
2.77 ERAs on the season respective-
ly.After a 16-0 shellacking of NMH 
and a dramatic 8-7 comeback vic-
tory over Tilton, Andover traveled to 
Exeter to challenge the undefeated 
Red. 

Game one was in Andover s̓ 
hands until the very last strike when 
a fluky bounce over shortstop Mike 
Ciummei ̒ 08 s̓ head gave Exeter the 
win, and a game two comeback fell 
just short after PA tied the game as 
the Blue dropped both ends of the 
doubleheader against the tough Ex-
eter squad.

A rough ending followed when 
Andover met Cushing in the New 
England tournament for the third 
time this year after defeating the 
Penguins twice before. Andover s̓ 
bats and defense struggled how-
ever after a long layoff due to rainy 
weather, and fell to a stronger team 
and eventual champions that day 
6-2, capping a season filled with 
tough, close wins, and a never-cave-
in attitude.

Andover had one last game to 
finish the season: a titanic match up 
with Exeter.  Andover hoped to ex-
act revenge on its rival up north for 
the two close wins the Big Red had 
over the Blue earlier in the year.  

In a game for the ages, Andover 
fell 10-5 in 16 innings, possibly the 
longest game in Andover history.  
Arrigg pitched scoreless 10 innings 
in relief as Andover tied the game 
with two runs in the bottom of the 
7th. Six errors however were the 
Blue s̓ downfall in the 16th as the 
Big Red scored five times.  

Even with its latest loss, Ando-
ver still had a tremendous season at 
11-6-1 and looks to be even better 
next year.
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Girls Track Captain Marty Schnure ʼ06 smokes her Loomis opponent at Interschols (left). Char-
lie Houghton ʼ06 crushed his competition in the long jump (right).  

Young, Talented Team
Shows Promise

The Girls Track team has 
proved its dominance within 
the league by placing first at In-
terschols after their undefeated 
season. The girls have fallen 
short to Exeter the past five 
years, but this year was sweet 
revenge. It was a rainy cold day, 
but the girls traveled to Loomis 
ready to perform. 

The girls only had one first 
place finish in a running event, 
Abby King ʼ07, in the 3000m, 
but the depth of this yearʼs team 
carried the girls through to vic-
tory. 

Aba Temeng ʻ06 won both 
the shot put and discus throws 
for the second year in a row. She 
will be missed next year. 

Captain Marty Schnure ʻ06 
has been injured the entire sea-
son, and Saturday was her first 
time back racing. Despite the 
circumstances, Schnure placed 
in both the 300 and 110 hurdles, 
along with Mbechi Erondu ʻ06.

Jennifer Meacham ̓ 06 placed 
first in the javelin for the blue. 
The newcomers to track also 
made worthwhile contributions. 
Jara Crear ʼ08 had difficulty 
finding her mark in the long 
jump, but made up for it by plac-
ing in the triple jump. Captain 
Schure ʼ06 noted, “We had an 
unusually young, talented team 
this year, and I think I speak for 
everyone when I say that this is 
the first of many championships 
in store for us.” 

Things are looking great for 
Andover Girls track. 

Schnure continued, “I have 
to say, though, that the best 
part about ʻschols was dumping 
a cooler of ice water on Coach 
Lang after the awards ceremony 
and then picking him up and car-
rying him around on our shoul-
ders.” What more could a coach 
hope for? Coach Lang has a lot 
to be proud of, and a lot to look 
forward to in the coming years.

Girls Track

Interschols
Takes

By Katie Michaelson
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

With focus on discipline, in-
tensity, and teamwork, the An-
dover girls  ̓lacrosse team grew 
stronger and closer throughout 
the spring to pull off a fantas-
tic season with a final record 
of 12-2. The season consisted 
of complete blow-outs, remark-
able comebacks, beautiful vic-
tories, nail-biting defeats, and 
top rankings in New England as 
well as nationally.

One of Andoverʼs most 
skillfully and compassionately 
played games occurred in Con-
necticut versus The Taft School 
on April 29th. Exhibiting con-
trol of the game on both offense 
and defense, Andover managed 
to beat Taft for the first time in 
years with a score of 11-9.

Throughout the game, the 
eleven goals were spread among 
seven scoring attackers, show-
ing exemplary teamwork and 
movement of the ball. Of the 
game, coach Kate Dolan said, 
“We beat Taft because each 
and every person gave all her 
energy and effort during those 
50 minutes. We have a strong, 
balanced, and deep roster, but 
equally important is the teamʼs 
passion for hard work, effort 
and enthusiasm.”

Though the score may de-
ceive, Andoverʼs game against 
Loomis Chaffee demonstrated 
the high caliber lacrosse it is ca-
pable of. Recognizing the com-
petition as one of the fiercest of 
the season, the girls came onto 
the field with energy and de-
termination, taking a 3-0 lead. 
The score evolved to 6-3 by 
the end of the first half. When 
Loomis tied the game at 6 with 
seventeen minutes left, tensions 

rose. The two teams exchanged 
points until the final two min-
utes when Loomis—with pow-
erful drives to net—took its 
only lead of 10-9 before the 
clock ran out. 

Other memorable competi-
tions include a comeback from 
a 5-1 lag with Thayer to fin-
ish with a 12-10 victory. Great 
passing across the field led to a 
19-5 demolition of Tabor, 17-3 
of Deerfield, and a 15-2 rout of 
Kimball Union Academy. A 13-
6 triumph over Exeter capped 
of the season.

While the teamʼs success 
can be attributed to the effort 
and personal improvement of 
every girl, six graduating play-
ers truly led the Big Blue to 
such achievement. Captains Ju-
lie Wadland ʼ06 and Tess Scott 
ʼ06 motivated and drove ev-
ery girl to play her best, while 
strengthening the team dynam-
ic. As an extraordinary goalie, 
Wadland not only saved as 
many as fifteen shots on net per 
game, she ran the ball as far as 
the midfield—gaining an assist 
against Deerfield. Scott was a 
tenacious midfielder, sprinting 
between nets, and was a strong 
presence on both sides.

The experience of returning 
Seniors Margaret Moore and 
Jevan Jammal proved valuable 
on opposite ends of the field. 
Mooreʼs strength laid in her 
ability to receive a pass within 
the eight-meter and quick-stick 
the ball into net, while Jammal 
accumulated numerous inter-
ceptions and ground balls on 
defense to gain possession at 
crucial moments.

Post Graduates Whitney 
Annicelli and Alyse Kennedy 
can only be described as pow-
erhouses. With records of six 
goals in one game and eight 
goals in one game respectively, 
Annicelli and Kennedy added a 
crucial element to the team this 
year, strengthening the offense 
and inspiring all team members 
with tremendous drive. 

As the year closes and the 
season ends, the Andover Girls 
Lacrosse team can look back on 
a fantastic season with pride, 
and onto next year with antici-
pation.

Girls Lacrosse Has Stellar Year;
Terrific Seniors Secure 12-2 Record

By Jen Downing
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The Boys Track team began the 
season with a few question marks. 
In certain events, it was unknown 
who would stand up and help the 
team to an New England Cham-
pionship. On the other hand, there 
were also certain events in which 
Andover knew it would excel and 
certain athletes who were sure to 
make an impact. By the end of the 
season, though, all the question 
marks were answered as Andover 
powered to first place, outdoing its 
nearest competitor by 37 points. 

After the first meet was can-
celled against Reading, Andover 
faced Andover High and Wilbra-
ham in a tri-meet scrimmage. This 
proved to be the most competition 
Phillips would face all year as the 
meet ended in a tie. The most nota-
ble performance was in the 3000m 
as Sean Hamilton ʼ06 surged back 
to beat his Andover High oppo-
nent by .2 seconds with a time of 
9:28.1.

The next week Andover made 
quick work of both Taft and Deer-
field by a score of 95 – 45.5 – 40.5, 
and then took on St. Paul s̓ and 

North Reading, again winning 88 
– 58 - 37. Jason Soule ʼ06 asserted 
his dominance against SPS and 
North Reading as he won the 300 
hurdles in a time of 41 seconds, 
over 2 seconds ahead of the near-
est competitor.The next meet was 
against NMH and Milton.  Once 
again, Andover had an easy day, 
winning 101 – 65 – 15. Merzudin 
Ibric ʼ06 finally saw some track 
time as he cruised to a 49.1 victory 
in the 400m. Mario Noyola ̓ 06 also 
had a great day as he cleared 13 feet 
in the pole vault to take first place.

Interschols took place on May 
20th, and although Andover was 
favored, the win was nonetheless 
surprising as Andover came away 
with an enormous victory.

Ibric, despite feeling a bit under 
the weather, finished second in the 
400m in a time of 49.88 after blaz-
ing the first 200. He later recovered 
from sickness long enough to bare-
ly make the 200m final (advancing 
on time as opposed to placement) 
and then win the event in 22.4, a 
new stadium record.

Soule had one of the best days 
of anyone at the meet. He began by 
taking second in the 110m hurdles 
in a time of 15.03. He then came 
back to win the 300m hurdles by 

half a second. He also anchored the 
4x100 m team to third place, and 
the 4x400 team to second place. 
Altogether Soule earned 36 points 
in the meet and, interestingly, beat 
Hotchkiss, the seventh place team 
single-handedly.

Andover had five individual 
champions (Ibric in the 200m, 
Soule in the 300m hurdles, Noyola 
in the pole vault, Charlie Hough-
ton ʼ06 in the long jump, and Ben 
Bramhall ʼ07 in the 1,500m). This 
only accounts for 50 points (first 
place takes 10 points) and shows 
what depth Andover had, where 
the team earned an additional 77 
points.

Boys Track Goes Unbeaten and Wins Interschols;
Soule ̓ 06 Outscores Four Opposing Teams at ̓ Schols 

By Ben Bramhall
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Sarah Boylan ʻ09 throws a strike across the plate against a helpless batter. She held Cushing to 
five scoreless innings.  As a rookie, Boylan had an excellent season and shows a promising future.

Claire Fox ʼ06 pitched a great 
season for the Andover Varsity 
Softball team, leading the team to 
its impressive 14-4 record.  Along 
with Fox, Captain and third baseman 
Melissa Tetreau ʼ06, second base-
man Jamie Love ʼ06, catcher and 
first baseman Arianna Wilkinson ̓ 06 
drove the team to new heights as the 
Big Blue triumphed through adver-
sity and never gave up.

Andover s̓ attitude would be-
come a steady factor in the success 
of the team, as it became a tightly-
knit and supportive unit.  Andover 
executed superbly in the games they 
played.  Though the early season saw 
Andover suffering two tough losses, 
one tough 5-3 loss to Governer 
Dummer, and another to Lawrence 
Academy, Andover would bounce 
back with an impressive nine straight 
wins. 

Highlights of these wins include 
Andover s̓ annihilation of both Cush-
ing and KUA, seeing Andover scor-
ing over 20 runs in both cases.  

The season culminated in An-

dover s̓ play in the annual Big East 
Tournament.  The small team had 
been relatively uninjured up to that 
point, but as the biggest softball 
weekend approached, Andover was 
plagued with injuries. Stephanie 
Clegg ʼ08 suffered a sprained foot, 
while Maroney sprained her shoul-
der after diving for a ball. Still, giving 
up was not an option for this resilient 
team, who left all it had on the field.

Andover s̓ first game of the tour-
nament saw a relatively easy 6-1 vic-
tory over BB&N, as Big Blue s̓ bats 
really rattled in the first few innings 
of play.  

The next day, Andover suffered a 
tough 5-0 loss against a gritty Brooks 
team, as Andover began to feel the 
offensive hole left by Maroney. Still, 
Andover bounced back with an im-
pressive 10-1 win over BB&N to 
secure its place in the final against 
Brooks.  

Though Andover gave it all 
it had, it could not come up with 
enough to overpower Brooks, and 
lost in a tight 2-0 game.

Andover finished the season 
with a bang, annihilating Exeter 
twice in one day.  The first game 

of the doubleheader saw Andover 
overpowering Red in an easy 4-0 
win.  Andover s̓ pace was too much 
for Exeter to handle, as effective use 
of bunting and short game surprised 
the opponent.  Exeter lost to Andover 
3-1 in the final game of the season. 
Maroney ended the season with a 
homerun over the left field fence, 
scoring two runs for Andover.  

Overall, it was a great day for 
Andover, as the four seniors played 
on Isham field for the last time, and 
for many of them it would be the last 
competitive softball they ever play. 

Clegg said, “ Each of the seniors 
on the team contributed to our suc-
cess and chemistry in their own way.  
Melissa consistently played her po-
sition well at third base, and would 
always be an uplifting leader even 
when we weren t̓ playing our best.  
Jamie s̓ witty personality always 
lightened the mood and her talents as 
a second baseman added to our solid 
infield.  Claire s̓ pitching carried us 
through every game along with her 
powerful offensive drives.  Itʼll be 
tough to fill the shoes of these four 
seniors but our young team will pick 
up where they left off.”   

Softball Beats Exeter in Doubleheader Finale
Four Seniors Lead  Strong Team to 14-4 Record

By Sara Ho
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Baseball Goes 11-6-1 on Season;
Three Seniors Pave Way to Success

By Chris George
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Team Shows 
Tremendous Improvement

The Andover Girls Waterpolo 
team was satisfied with its 2006 
season, despite what the numbers 
imply.  Going into the tri-tourna-
ment, the girls boast an even 5-6 
regular season record—a signifi-
cant improvement over the previ-
ous 2005 season.  Although the 
numbers might not show dramat-
ic improvement or any particular 
progressing trends, the girls defi-
nitely all took valuable learning 
experiences with them from this 
season.

Seniors and Co-Captains Par-
la Alpan ʼ06 and Emily Brenner 
ʼ06 will be missed dearly.  Both 
Alpan and Brenner are the heart 
of the team, leading the team with 
reinforcement and support.  Even 
with mixed results, the co-cap-
tainsʼ responses remained posi-
tive.  

The team made significant 
improvements in unity, attitude, 
and skills over the course of the 
season.  The girls achieved a vari-
ety of team goals. Although they 
lost to number-one seeded Loom-
is and number-two seeded Exeter, 
Andover put up a great showing 
in its encounters with both teams.  
The girls lost by six against Loo-
mis and only four against PEA, an 
improvement from ten last year. 

This past season was the first 
in several years in which the Big 
Blue has come within a game to 
making the main final four tour-
nament, where seeds one through 
four square off to crown a league 
champion.  However, the girls 
look forward to dominating the 
consolation tourney, where an 
overall victory would ultimately 
rank them a respectable fifth in 
New England.

Girls Waterpolo

In New England
Finishes Fifth

By Sisi Ruan
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

Mike Ciummei ʼ08 fields a grounder in Andoverʼs final game 
against Exeter.



Andover Girls Crew finished 
the season victoriously and as 
a more experienced and weath-
ered team than at the beginning 
of the season. With four novices 
on varsity, the season began with 
a group of relatively inexperi-
enced, yet highly motivated ath-
letes. However, through the sweat 
drenched workouts and countless 
hours spent out on the water, the 
individual girls became a cohe-
sive and dedicated team. 

 The girls first boat finished 
the season with a grand total of 
fifteen wins and only one loss. 
The girls second boat ended up 
with a record of 13 wins and four 
losses, two of which to the same 
team. 

The Kent race was the first 
of the season, and it was of para-
mount importance to come out 
victorious. The race was also at-
tended by Brookline and Lowell, 
who didnʼt perform up to the level 
of Andover and Kent. With two 
races apiece that day, both boats 
worked hard for their results. 
Aided by a tailwind, G1 edged 
out Kent by two seconds, in its 
first race of the day, schooling 
Brookline in the second race. G2 
was less fortunate in its race and 
finished an incredibly close and 
heart wrenching loss to Kent by a 
mere .7 seconds. Andover trailed 
by a boat length, but in the last 
400 meters, they gained a huge 
amount on Kent and many of the 
spectators thought the Blue had in 
fact won. However, G2 shook this 
off and went on to defeat Lowell 
by a massive amount. 

The Andover-Exeter Invita-
tional race at Lake Quinsigamond 
was the next race, attended by An-
dover, Exeter, NMH, Brookline, 
and Simsbury. As usual, in both 
races, Andover and Exeter came 
out as leaders of the pack and left 
the other boats to feel their wake 
after the first 500 meters. The G2 
rowers pulled their hardest, but 
ended up losing a tough race by 
about two seats, coming in sec-
ond place. G1, however, beat Ex-
eter by three seconds, and left the 
other boats in the dust. 

At the sunny Lowell race, G1 
and G2 both won their races by 
massive amounts against Boston 
Latin, Hanover, Lowell, Worces-
ter, Cape Cod, and Manchester 
Central. Even with a headwind 
and choppy water, Andoverʼs G1 
and G2 finished the course in 

5:35.8 and 5:43.5 respectively, 
with Boston Latin being the sec-
ond finisher in each race. 

The St. Paulʼs race was a bit of 
a disappointment for both boats, 
however. G1 lost by an unheard 
of 13 seconds to St. Paulʼs, after 
a somewhat dubious start. How-
ever, the girls maintained their 
dignity at the finish lane, taking a 
tremendous number of insults and 
taunts from the St. Paulʼs rowers 
with the grace and poise befitting 
an Andover rower. G2 lost to St. 
Paulʼs as well, yet only by two 
seats. Considering G2 was driven 
drastically off course by the abys-
mal steering of the Manchester 
Central coxswain, the race would 
most likely have had a differ-
ent outcome had they raced on a 
straight course. 

In the final race before Inter-
schols, the Exeter-Tabor race, the 
boats had to battle a torrential 
downpour. G1 regained its vic-
torious mindset with a .6 second 
victory over Exeter, both boats 
sweeping Tabor out of the com-
petition. G2 however, lost by 1.1 
seconds to Exeter, about 1.5 seats. 
They had been even the whole 
race, and sometimes even gained 
some seats, but in the end, it was 
Exeter who was able to pull out 
the killer sprint. 
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Injuries Plague
Boys Squad

Arielle Filiberti ʼ07, the 2005 
Cyclocross National Champion, cap-
tained the Andover Cycling team to 
a second successful year in a row this 
season. Last year, the New England 
Championship slipped by both the 
boys and girls team, as both finished 
second to Exeter. This year, it was 
all about avenging that second place 
finish. For the Girls team, the season 
was filled with flawless races. Unfor-
tunately, the Boys A Team s̓ quest for 
dominance was not quite as smooth.

Only two new riders joined the 
team: Berol Dewdney ʼ09 and Pat-
rick Woolsey ʼ09. Seniors Colin 
Touhey ʼ06 and Mike Monaco ʻ06 
led the Andover Boys̓  A squad, 
while Dave Heighington ʼ06 led the 
Boys B Squad. Although only four 
girls, Captain Filiberti, Lily Stein 
ʼ07, Roxy Pierson ʼ07, and Berol 
Dewdney ʼ09 composed the entire 
Andover Girls̓  team, this did not to 
impede their dominance in races.

By the end of the season, Cap-
tain Filiberti ʼ07 had won gold in 
every race. 

Injuries, dropped water bottles 
during races, and wipeouts plagued 
the Boys A team this season. The 
Boys B Team, however, had a very 
strong season. A novice to the sport 
last year, Heighington competed 
in the C races, but this year, he led 
and won the Boys B races, includ-
ing the League Championships. 
Walker Washburn ʼ08 sparked the 
excitement at the Holderness race 
when he attacked and broke away 
from the pack within the first five 
miles. Although he was unable to 
maintain his speed and eventually 
surpassed by the pack, he set a tone 
of fearlessness for the next 18 miles. 
Heighington crossed the line as the 
top Andover finisher and second 
overall, while Washburn and team-
mate Will Hunckler ʼ08 crossed the 
line together.

Girls Cycling

Interschols
Wins First at

By Janet Scognamiglio
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

S. Anderson/The Phillipian

Co-Captain Peter Kalmakis ʼ06 looks for an open teammate.  He 
led Ultimate to the tourney championship in its debut season.

This year s̓ Ultimate Frisbee 
team had a great season finishing 
with an overall record of 15 wins 
and five losses.  Ranked in the na-
tion s̓ top 35, the Big Blue captured 
the NEPSUL championship in its 
varsity debut.  

Danny Silk ʼ07 said, “We had 
some great games this season, ev-
eryone played with a lot of heart and 
intensity. ”  

While the team ended the season 
with a 15-12 loss against Andover 
High, they had some big wins over 
Exeter, Newton North, and NMH. 
In its strong 15-8 win against Exeter, 
the Big Blue proved that they could 
come back from behind and really 
work together under pressure. 

Against Newton North, a team 
that was ranked ahead of Andover, 
the players proved that they were a 
force to be reckoned with.  In a close 

10-8 game, Andover came back 
from behind to win it.  Co-Captain 
Jonah Guerin ʼ07 played very well, 
as the team s̓ anchor.  Guerin is one 
of the most consistent players on the 
team.

Andover was behind the strong 
Newton North team for most of the 
game and at the very end began to 
pick up their play.  As the Big Blue 
evened the score with some quick 
points, they entered an overtime pe-
riod.  With a big catch, Andover was 
able to capture the victory.

Finally against NMH, a team 
Andover played three times through-
out the season, the Big Blue ended 
with a sweet 13-5 victory.  While 
the score did not reflect the close-
ness of the game, it did reflect how 
much Andover had improved.  Hav-
ing lost to NMH the last time they 
played, the Big Blue was ready to 
come back and win in the league s̓ 
highest stage, the tournament cham-
pionship. 

First Ultimate Season a Success;
Takes First in NEPSUL Tourney

By Ali Zindman
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Led by Captain Dan Wagman 
ʼ06, Andover Boys Tennis entered 
the season with high hopes. Five of 
last year s̓ top six players returned, 
and each had improved. After having 
suffered a tough loss to Groton in the 
first round of last year s̓ team tourna-
ment, the squad was determined to 
make a better showing—both in the 
regular season and in the playoffs.

Trey Meyer ʼ09 joined the team 
and provided an energetic spark. He 
quickly rose through the team ranks, 
winding up at number three. As he 
dispatched one opponent after an-
other, Andover, too, got on a roll.

The team opened its season at 
Belmont Hill, a perennially talented 
and competitive squad. The match 
came down to the wire, but with sup-
port from the lower ladder and a cru-
cial victory from Captain Wagman 

and Michael Li ʼ06 at first doubles, 
Andover triumphed 8-7—playing 
with the Independent School League 
scoring format.

Despite this strong start, Ando-
ver lost to Taft at home the follow-
ing day in shocking fashion. Missing 
number two player Li because of an 
injury that he suffered against Bel-
mont Hill, Andover was forced to 
play the match shorthanded. Though 
Taft presented a formidable lineup, 
Andover gave a sub-par performance 
and lost 4-3.

Li spent close to three weeks on 
the bench, but his teammates stepped 
up their level of play in his absence; 
after Taft and before Li s̓ return, the 
team won three straight matches. 

Andover carried its momentum 
from 5-1 and 5-2 wins over Groton 
and NMH into its match on the road 
against St. Paul s̓ the next Friday 
and came through with another 10-
5 win.

Li returned for the next match, 

and he provided a spark for more 
wins. Continuing on its streak, the 
team beat Roxbury Latin 4-3 on the 
road. 

Andover next got an easy win 
over Deerfield at home and took a 
6-1 record into its encounter with 
the powerful Milton squad. Andover 
battled ferociously in this match but 
lost in three sets at numbers three, 
five, and six.

Andover next beat Andover 
High School 7-2 before proceeding 
to its road match-up with Choate. 
The Choate match appeared close at 
the beginning, but key doubles wins 
set Andover s̓ gears in motion. The 
team proceeded to a 5-2 victory and 
brought its record to 8-2 going into 
the team tournament.

In a showing of unsurpassed 
toughness, talent, and strength, the 

2006 Girls Varsity Tennis team 
fought through injury setbacks, a 
tough schedule, and down to the wire 
matches to finish the season with an 
impressive 6-5 record. Coming up 
just short to BB&N (twice) and Ex-
eter by only a single set, the Big Blue 
could have easily gone 9-2, but these 
heartbreaking loses cheated them out 
of an extraordinary season record. 

While the top two for the squad, 
Lauren Wilmarth ʼ09 and Elena Ja-
cobson ʼ08, proved to be a nearly 
unstoppable force for Andover and 
came through in just about every crit-
ical moment, Seniors Captain Alyssa 
Hill ʼ06 and Lucretia Witte ʼ06. The 
two demonstrated tremendous lead-
ership throughout the entire season 
and guided the team to a successful 
and unforgettable spring, dominating 
in both singles and doubles play.

Meyer ʼ09 and Li ʼ06 Help Spark Boys Tennis to 8-2 Record;
Wilmarth ʼ09 and Jacobsonʼ08 Lead Girls Tennis to 6-5 Record 

By Matt Shubert and Dave Koppel
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITERS

The Andover Golf Team started 
this season with great potential and 
high hopes, with the retention of 
many battle-hardened seniors as well 
as the import of fresh new talent. 
Seniors Captain James Watson ʼ06, 
Owen Remeika ʼ06, Simon Keyes 
ʼ06, Tom Tassinari ʼ06 and Conor 
Sutherland ʼ06 provided consistent 
play and invaluable experience while 
underclassmen Evan Harmeling ̓ 07, 
Nicholas Koh ʼ08 and Tanner Mac-
Neill ̓ 08 added fresh dynamism and 
exciting play.

The season started off strong 
with an exhilarating victory over 
Exeter and Governor Dummer in 
the first leg of the annual competi-
tion for the Lovell Cup and Wither-
spoon Bowl. Playing against Exeter 
in match play for the Lovell Cup, 
Andover won 7-0, with all matches 
ending early. Andover s̓ top trio of 
Harmeling, Watson and Koh led the 
slaughter with three eagles and eight 
birdies among them. Harmeling had 
the low round with an impressive 
four-over 76.

The good form continued with 
a thrilling 6.5–5.5 win over Bel-
mont Hill. The squad, with excellent 
iron play and long drives, met the 
first tough challenge of the season 
admirably as Captain Watson hit a 
330- yard drive to five feet for eagle. 
Sutherland sank the winning putt to 
propel Andover to its first ever vic-
tory over Belmont Hill. When asked 
about match-winning putt, Suther-
land commented, “I took my time, 

focused on dead center of the cup, 
and I knocked it in.” 

The Remeika and Tassinari No. 
5 and 6 pair were a reliable source of 
points this season. Tassinari lost his 
only match in his entire PA career 
against Thayer this year ending his 
14-0-2 streak while Remeika always 
came through in the clutch. Against 
Deerfield, Remeika secured his win 
under pressure with a tricky 18th 
hole par, tying the match for Andover 
4.5–4.5 in one of the hardest outings 
of the season.At the Andover Invita-
tional Captain Watson struggled with 
a shaky driver but still scrambled to 
an 84, while Harmeling and Koh re-
turned with 78 and 79s respectively. 
Unfortunately, Choate s̓ 490 team 
total bested Andover s̓ 515. 

The season closer, for the Lovell 
Cup and Witherspoon Bowl against 
Exeter and GDA turned out to be an-
other massacre at Andover s̓ hands. 
Destroying Exeter 5-0 again, Ando-
ver secured the Lovell Cup in a flaw-
less, 12-0 fashion. Andover s̓ score 
of 400 against Exeter s̓ 436 and 
GDA̓s 411 ensured the Witherspoon 
Bowl s̓ stay at Andover. 

Andover has been successful 
this season because of great depth 
at both ends of the ladder, with in-
dividual talent moulded into team 
effectiveness. The 8-0-1 unbeaten 
match play record proves how well 
the team has bonded and met the 
obstacles placed before them. The 
clinching of the Lovell Cup 12-0 and 
the Witherspoon Bowl by 45 strokes 
serves as a testament to the team s̓ 
great cohesiveness and exceptional 
play. 

Golf Exceeds Expectations;
Undefeated with 8-0-1 Record

By Nich Koh
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

By Tori Brophey
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Seniors Help Team
Win Close Games

The Andover Boys Varsity La-
crosse team has had a solid season of 
consitently good lacrosse.  Although 
a few of the games this season were 
rained out, and the team was forced 
to practice in the cage for weeks at 
a time, they were still able to excel.  
This season the team welcomed two 
strong post-graduates to the team, 
attackman Kevin Gould ʼ06 and 
middie Dylan Green ʼ06.  Their ex-
tensive knowledge and experience 
with the game has only helped the 
team grow stronger.  Going into the 
season Green commented “I look 
forward to bringing a strong work 
ethic, experience and deep knowl-
edge of the game to the team this 
season . . . We̓ ve got great athletes 
on this team at every position.”  After 
the team returned from their Spring 
Break training trip in Florida, Green 
added, “The team has started to take 
on the identity of a hard-working, 
blue collar group that shows up each 
day ready to compete”.

Unlike last year where the team 
found itself dependent on a few good 
players, this year s̓ squad had tal-
ent, speed, and strength across the 
board.  The consistency of ability 
enabled the group to play great team 
lacrosse and win together. 

Co-Captain Matt Yeager ̓ 06 led 
the team to multiple victories this 
season.  The team captured victories 
in games against Brooks, Bridgton (a 
team composed of only post-gradu-
ates moving onto Division I colleges 
next year), NMH (in OT), Tilton, 
Hyde-Maine, and Tabor.  Andover 
fell to Holderness, perennial power-
house Deerfield, and Loomis, who 
is currently ranked among the top 
ten in the country.  

Going into the game against the 
enormous PGs of Bridgton Acad-
emy, Coach Carr told his strong 
Andover squad, “there is no pres-
sure here.  Play hard.  Work for 
each other and think of the glory”.  
Not only did the team fight hard, 
the Andover players put their heads 
together and were able to defeat 
Bridgton.  Bridgton s̓ shortcomings 
were in their rushed play (which 
forced multiple turnovers) and lack 
of teamwork.  Green commented, 
“Bridgton has some very skilled and 
athletic players, but they don̓ t play 
team lacrosse.  We̓ re just a bunch of 
unselfish and hard-working guys”. 

Despite all the hard work and 
effort, sometimes the Big Blue 
came up short.  Responding to the 
Deerfield loss, Yeager commented, 
“Although we lost by a lot (10-5), I 
don̓ t think it showed the effort that 
we had during the game.”  Green 
added, “Coming into the game, we 
knew this would be a tough test for 
us, but there was no real pressure be-
cause we knew we were the under-
dogs.”  Although the team started 
out slow, they came back strongly in 
the second half.  Although Deerfield 
still ran off with the win, the team 
played successfully.  Goalie Sean 
Aaron made over twenty saves dur-
ing the game.  

Middie and Co- Captain Matt 
Ward ʼ06 has also contributed a lot 
to the team.  Ward is often respon-
sible for many of the team s̓ ground-
balls, often an important deciding 
factor of their game.  His effort and 
leadership will surely be missed 
next year.

Boys Lacrosse

All Year
Plays Well

By Ella Kidron
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Girls Crew Has Amazing Year;
G1 Goes 15-1 and G2 Goes 13-4

By Sara Wallace
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Boys Volleyball had a 
great season this year. They achieved 
more this season than they ever have 
before, placing second in their end 
of season tournament, compared to  
fourth (of four teams) last year.

The season began with a series of 
big wins for Andover, beating Cho-
ate, Loomis, and NMH. These victo-
ries were the result of hard work from 
the entire team, but also with the help 
of some new players to the program. 
Seniors Andrew Park and Jeff Bak-
kensen contributed in the front row, 

delivering pain and embarrassment 
to all who opposed them. Ahmet 
Taner ʼ07 stepped into the program 
fairly inexperienced, but learned 
quickly and became a valuable ad-
dition to the program. Jason Zhu ʼ07 
also played his first season on varsity, 
moving up from JV, he immediately 
became a starter in the back row.

The boys in blue were also suc-
cessful in their scrimmages against 
local high schools. Andover High, 
Central Catholic, and Lawrence 
High were formidable opponents. 
Near the end of the season they were 
even able to take a game away from 
the state champions at Lawrence 

High School.
After beating all three prep school 

teams at home the team traveled to 
their opponent s̓ courts to play them 
each a second time. They beat Loo-
mis, but lost disappointing matches 
against both N.M.H and Choate. The 
enthusiasm that they had when the 
season began appeared to have faded 
and the boys didn t̓ seem to be play-
ing to their potential.  

Last weekend, the volleyball 
team traveled to Loomis Chaffe to 
play in their end of season tourna-
ment.  Andover s̓ first opponent was 
Loomis, while N.M.H played Choate 
on the neighboring court. As soon as 
the first game in the three out of five 
game match began the boys knew 
that they had regained their enthusi-
asm from the beginning of the sea-
son, and beat Loomis three games to 
one. During the match starting setter, 
Peter Yao ʼ07 unfortunately injured 
his hand and was unable to play for 
the rest of the tournament. 

Andover then went on to play 
Choate for first place. Without the 
help of Yao, the enthusiasm appeared 
to be fading again. Andover lost the 
first game, but took the second  They 
couldn t̓ keep it together, despite their 
best efforts, and Andover proceeded 
to lose the next two games.

Co-Captains Alex Schwartz ʼ07 
and Howie Kalter ʼ07 look forward 
to another successful season next 
year. 

Boys Volleyball Has Best Season in Program̓s History
Takes Seond at New Englands Behind Choate

By Howie Kalter
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

Jeff Bakkensen ʼ06 reaches to block at the net (left).   Jason Zhu 
ʼ07 moves to return a shot (right).

The Andover Boys Crew team 
has had a very successful season 
this spring, with the first boat best-
ing all teams but two in the regular 
season, and the second boat winning 
more than losing. All five seniors, 
Matt Weiss ʼ06, Andrew Glasrud 
ʼ06, Connor Flynn ʼ06 and co-cap-
tains Karl Hirt ʼ06 and Justin Yi ʼ06 
will surely remember this season 
as sucessful, especially for the B1 
crew.  

The first race was unsuccess-
ful with both boats losing to Kent. 
Though a broken seat on the B1 
boat contributed to the loss, the race 
was disappointing nonetheless. Both 
crews raced again that day, easily 
defeating weak Lowell crews. 

Next came the Andover-Exeter 
Invitational. It was here that B1 
proved themselves, winning the six-
boat race, including crews from rival 
Exeter and powerhouse St. John s̓. 
The boys had a fantastic race, row-
ing steadily and with composure, 
and holding all boats off, despite an 
early Exeter sprint. B2 was not as 
successful, taking fourth.

The next weekend was par-
ticularly successful, as all five boats 
trekked out to Salisbury to race, and 

all five boats came back victorious. 
The following Saturday marked 

the eagerly anticipated St. Paul s̓ 
race, as the SPS program is always 
strong, boasting an undefeated first 
boat for over two years. B2 rowed 
its cleanest stokes to date in its vic-
tory over SPS and club CRI. The 
first boat could not stay with SPS 
on a wet and windy day, losing by 
about a length. 

Exeter and Tabor traveled up to 
the Merrimack for a race the next 
weekend. Though trailing the entire 
race, B1 sprinted the last 300 meters, 
catching both crews at the line and 
taking first. The second boat defeat-
ed Tabor, but lost to Exeter.

Interschols was certainly the cli-

max of the season.  All three boys 
boats medaled.  B1 took second, 
B2 third, and B3 third, as well.  
The second boat took an unex-
pected bronze after musling their 
way through the middle 500.  The 
first boat posted an excellent heat 
time. But the performance in the 
final was just not enough.  Entering 
the last ten strokes and exchanging 
the lead with PG-loaded Kent each 
stroke, Andover was touched out 
at the finished line by a mere 0.18 
seconds.  Though incredibly disap-
pointed, the crew is still preparing 
for a trip across the pond to the 
Henley Royal Regatta in the hopes 
of making their mark on the inter-
national level. 

Boys Crew Repeats Second Place at NEIRAs;
Loses by 0.18 Seconds to Kent in Grand Final 
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The Phillipian Sports: 2005-2006
Tom Dignard ʼ06

If you ask the people most 
familiar with Tom Dignard ʼ06, 
certain descriptions instantly 
and unanimously come to mind 
of the PA Male Athlete of the 
Year. A bulldog competitor, 
tremendously devoted worker, 
deeply respected by all, clutch 
performer, outstanding leader 
by example, superb decision-
maker, and reliable teammate 
personify the hockey defense-
man and baseball Co-Captain, 
catcher, and third baseman.

Dignard has played varsity 
hockey at Andover for four 
years, and varsity baseball for 
three years, playing a crucial 
role in each season for his team, 
even as a junior and lower. 

“Tommy always had the 
skill-set, and even as a ninth-
grader he was dependable and 
saw crucial minutes on the 
power play and penalty kill,” 
said assistant Coach Guden, his 
hockey coach for four years. 

His first year saw an im-
mediate impact in points, as 
Tom finished the hockey sea-
son with four goals and eight 
assists, good for third among 
defensemen.

Over the next three years, 
Dignard would lead Andover 
defensemen in points each year 
by netting 14 goals and 43 as-
sists in 79 games, including a 
career high seven goals and ten 
assists his senior year. 

“Not only can Tom take 
a game over and generate of-
fensively,” Coach Guden 
explained, “but heʼs sound 
defensively and has superb de-
cision-making, when to take 
chances, and when not to.”

After working with 
trainer Mike Kuta during 
the summer and fall for 
offseason work during 
his four years at An-
dover to mature and 
strengthen physically, Dignard 
opened this past hockey season 
on a tear, scoring four goals 
and six assists in the first eight 
games he played. After injuries 
set back the defenseman twice 
in the season, Tom worked with 
Kuta again for rehab, and fin-

ished the season strong again, 
lending two goals and four as-
sists in the last six games. 

“Tommy had missed the Ta-
bor and NMH games late in the 
season while he was rehabbing, 
but he made it back out against 
Exeter, and thatʼs part of his 
willingness to compete – heʼll 
play through pain if he needs 
to,” said Kuta.

After notching 26 points 
in 27 games his upper year, 
Dignardʼs talent level as a 
tough, hard-playing, point-
per-game defenseman was 
apparent to the college 
scouts flocking to Harri-
son Rink to get a good 
look at the 5ʼ11”, 188 
lb Reading, MA na-
tive. He exploded for 
three-point perfor-
mances against Hold-
erness and Deerfield, 
but also chipped in on 
with game-tying goals 
multiple times in 2006. 

“Coach Boylan and I 
both thought Tom was an All-
League caliber defenseman last 
year, thatʼs how good he is,” 
remarked Coach Guden. And 
after a career that saw An-
dover hockey go 69-26-
11 in four years, for a 
70.3 win%, and two 
of PAʼs three play-
off appearances in 
history, Tom-
myʼs hard 
work at 
Andover 
l e d 
to a 

commitment in late January to 
play hockey for the next four 
years at Yale University, along-
side current teammate Chris 
Cahill ʼ06.

In the spring after hockey 
season ended, Dignard donned 
the tools of a catcher, while 

playing third base part-time for 
the varsity baseball team. Imme-
diately his bat made an impres-
sion in 2004, when 
he ranked 3rd 
on the team 
in slugging 

a n d 

on-base-percentage, while 
leading in runs and placing 2nd 
in RBIs and extra-base hits. 
The next year followed with a 

berth on the League All-Star 
team after he hit .339, and 

in 2006, his outstanding 
plate discipline led to a 
.481 on-base percentage 
and .349 batting aver-
age, while he walked 
an amazing three times 
to every strikeout. Get-
ting on base and lead-
ing the team in walks 

would also pay off by 
placing 2nd on the 

team in runs this 
past season.

While back-
stopping the 
team to 2nd 
place regular 
season league 

finishes in 2005 
and 2006, Dig-

nard provided 
great offense at a 
position where his-

torically defense is 
the priority. His talent 

at the plate was evident, 
but Coach Cline also 

praised his hard work and 
leadership with the catcherʼs 

mask on. 
“Heʼs shown tremendous 

improvement as a catcher here 
in his receiving, pitch calling, 
becoming more effortless be-
hind the plate, and catching low 
pitches,” said the 21-year vet-
eran coach. “When Tom arrived 
here as a catcher, he didnʼt have 
a very polished arm, but heʼs 
developed his arm strength and 

accuracy to the point that he 
can gun down base steal-

ers well.”
This year, after 
rehabbing dur-

ing spring break, Dignard came 
back to hit .395 with a .521 on-
base percentage in his last 12 
games, tallying a season-long 
streak of reaching base, while 
stroking a base hit in 11 of the 
last 12 games. At NMH, Tom 
scored four runs while driving 
in two and went 2 for 3 with 
two RBIs against Worcester 
Academy. In a playoff-deciding 
game against Cushing, the se-
nior catcher reached base five 
times and scored three times, 
and went 1 for 3 with two sto-
len bases and two RBIs against 
BB&N.

“In the last Exeter series, 
Tommy opened up the game 
with a big double up against 
the wall, to kind of say to the 
opposition that ʻHey, weʼre 
hereʼ, and weʼre not to be taken 
lightly. And he inspires confi-
dence in the pitchers with his 
leadership behind the plate, and 
by the way he carries himself,” 
Coach Cline said.

The toughest of situations, 
the most nerve-wracking of 
times, are also when Dignard 
seems to step up the most 
above the competition. “Heʼs 
got an innate ability to focus 
with the game on the line,” of-
fered Coach Cline, while Coach 
Guden commented that “Tom-
my is so poised under pressure, 
and his teammates trust that he 
can make big plays in tough 
times.” 

And who present will ever 
forget his game-winning goal, 
while streaking towards the 
net, with 30 seconds remain-
ing in overtime against Exeter 
in mid-winter 2005? “No one 
wants to win more than Tom-
my,” remarked Coach Guden. 
“Weʼre going to miss him, but 
Yaleʼs going to get a pretty spe-
cial player.”

Dignard, Andover s̓ Quiet Warrior, Stars in Hockey and Baseball for Four Years
By Chris George

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Boys All-Stars

Joey Lokitis Jamie Neuwirth Sean Hamilton

 Joey Lokitis ʼ06 quarterbacked varsity Foot-
ball to an undefeated regular season, the teamʼs first 
since 1995, and a berth in the New England Champi-
onship game.  In eight games, Lokitis threw for over 
1,300 yards and 15 touchdowns.  More importantly, 
he came up big when it mattered most.  In the crucial 
33-28 early season victory over New Hampton, Lokitis 
threw for 283 yards and two touchdowns and ran in the 
winning score from a yard out.  In the winter, Lokitis 
captained the Boys Varsity Basketball team and set the 
Andover all-time scoring record early in the season.  A 
promising season, however was cut short by injury and 
Lokitis missed seven games.  

 Jamie Neuwirth ʼ06 has been a varsity water-
polo player and swimmer since his junior year.  Elected 
Captain of waterpolo in both his upper and senior years 
and swimming his senior year, he has always been 
known for his leadership.  This past year he led the 
waterpolo team to its best finish in a long time: third at 
New Englands.  He also led the team in scoring.  In the 
winter, he helped the Big Blue to an undefeated season 
and its first victory over Exeter in over thirty years.  
Against Exeter, he won the 50 and 100 free and sealed 
Andoverʼs victory in the last leg of the 4X100 free re-
lay.  Neuwirth earned All-American status during the 
winter.  

 Sean Hamilton ʼ06 has been at the forefront 
of Andoverʼs running scene for years now.  As cap-
tain of the boys  ̓cross country team this past year, 
he used his speed, leadership and most importantly 
his endurance to help the team to a second place 
finish at Interschols, where he took fourth.  His 
outdoor track accomplishments are just as impres-
sive, where he runs the 800 and 3000 meters.  

“No one        wants to win more than Tom-
my,” remarked Tom Guden. “Weʼre going 

to miss him, but Yaleʼs going to get a pretty 
special player.”
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Andover Athletes of the Year
Katie Faulkner ʼ06

Fierce competitor. Leader.  
Team player. Amazing athlete.  
The combination of all these 
attributes can only describe one 
astonishing individual:  Katie 
Faulkner ʼ06.  With her role as 
Girls Cross-Country Captain, 
Girls Swimming Captain and 
G1 rower, Katie epitomizes the 
spirit of Andover athletics.

In the fall, Faulkner led the 
Girls Cross-Country team to its 
incredible win at Interschols, 
as the teamʼs depth overpow-
ered Exeter in an exciting 5km 
race.  

It was a fantastic end to 
an overall great season, and 
Faulkner was the foundation 
of the teamʼs success, finishing 
second place for Andover.  

Under her able leadership, 
the Cross-Country team ac-
complished one of its greatest 
seasons ever, overpowering 
Choate, Brooks, SPS, NMH, 
and Deerfield, among others.  

Girls Cross-Country coach 
Nancy Lang has coached Ka-
tie for all her four years on the 
team and said, “From a coachʼs 
standpoint, sheʼs the ideal kid 
to have on the team. She leads 
by example in the sense that 
she trains competitively and 
hard.  

Every practice sheʼs out 
there 100 percent focused on 
what sheʼs trying to accom-
plish.

She has this contagious 
positive spirit that inspires her 
teammates.”  

Faulknerʼs presence on the 
Cross-Country team has driven 
it since her first year at An-
dover, when she arrived as a 
bright new star on the rise.  

From then on, Faulkner led 
the team to its success during 
her Junior, Lower, Upper, and 
Senior year, and her talent and 
great personality will be sorely 
missed as she graduates.  

Said teammate and friend 
Katherine Adams ʼ06, “I 
thought she was a really fan-
tastic Cross-Country Captain, 
she always made sure every-
one was included regardless of 
their level.”

Adams continued, “ In the 
future, I see Katie signing up 
for triathlons and marathons 
and staying active her entire 
life. She has a great attitude 
towards sports.  Sheʼs very 
competitive and uses her edge 
to drive her, but she doesnʼt let 
her competitiveness make her 
any less of a team player.”

Coach Lang commented, 
“As an athlete sheʼs extremely 
coachable. From the students  ̓
perspective, she was viewed 
as an amazing captain from 
the number 1 varsity runner to 
the number 50 [in the] train-
ing group.  Every girl com-
ments that they appreciate 
her involvement.  She 
would finish a race giv-
ing everything she had 
physically, but within 
5-10 minutes she was 
across the lawn cheering 
in every single person she 
could.”  

Teammate Becca Waldo ʻ07 
added, “Sheʼs one of the stron-
gest people I know, mentally 
and physically.  In both crew 
and cross-country she attacks 
every workout with determina-
tion and a smile.  Having her as 
a captain was a highlight of my 
Andover career.”

At the end of the fall term, 
Faulknerʼs contribution to An-
dover athletics was far from 
over.  She then dove into her 
next passion:  swimming. Un-
der Faulknerʼs amazing ability, 
leadership, and stamina, the 
Girls Swimming Team anni-
hilated Exeter and became the 
2006 Interschols Champions 
for the fifth year in a row.  

Said swim teammate and 
close friend, Alyssa Hill ʻ06, 
“Katie is naturally talented, 
but her true strength is in her 
determination. She is a clutch 
player, the go-to person when 
the meet or race or game is on 
the line.”

She continued, “She thrives 
under pressure, and watching 
her swim in a head-to-head 
race is amazing because the girl 
never gives up.  If she sees you 
in front of her, she will catch 
you and hold on as long as she 
needs to to win.”

Though it is Faulknerʼs as-

tonishing athletic ability that 
leads her and her 
team to suc-
cess every 
time, the 
truly amaz-
ing thing 
about her is 
her incred-
ibly person-
a l -

ity.  
Noted Hill, “She is a funny, 

kind, caring person who is a 
blast to have on the Swim team.  
Between the stories she tells, 
songs she sings, and cheery at-
titude you couldnʼt ask for a 
better teammate or captain. She 
knows when to be serious and 
when to be goofy.  She leads by 

example and inspires others to 
try and be as dedicated as her.”

Fellow swim teammate and 
friend, Janet Scognamiglio ʼ08 
agreed, “Even though sheʼs 
better than you, she never acts 
like it.  She doesnʼt obsess over 
the competition, she just says, 
ʻIʼve got to do this.  ̓  She de-

serves Athlete of the Year be-
cause there is not one day in 
practice where she says ʻIʼm 
too tired.  ̓  She pushes herself 
to her max every single time 
and she wonʼt settle for any-
thing less.”  

Katieʼs strong presence on 
the Girls Varsity Crew team 
is just another example of her 

dedication to sports at PA.    
Though Faulkner arrived at An-
dover without having ever pre-
viously rowed, her natural ath-
letic ability and finesse earned 
her a a place on Varsity. 

Said Adams of Faulknerʼs 
contribution to G1, “I can al-
ways trust her on my team and 

count on her. I know sheʼs pull-
ing hard for me and so Iʼm go-
ing to pull hard for her too.” 

Said Girls Crew Coach 
Kathryn Green, “In some ways 
sheʼs actually the athlete of 
four years. I think of Katie and 
one of the most exemplary ath-
letes I have ever coached.  Not 
only is she physically strong, 
but this is a person whose head 
is as together as her physical 
skills.”

Coach Green summed it all 
up saying, “Sheʼs an extraor-
dinary teammate, supportive, 
always optimistic, resilient 
and tenacious.  Sheʼs going to 
be a lifelong athlete.  Sheʼs the 
kind of person who needs to be 
training and competing all the 
time, and sheʼll be good at it.” 

Next year, Faulkner will 
study at Harvard University.  
Though she was recruited for 
crew at Stanford, Faulkner de-
cided against being bound to 
any heavy commitments.  

She plans to swim for Har-
vard, and will definitely bring 
all she has accomplished at An-
dover with her.   

Said Coach Lang of her 
shining future, “She has it 
in her; sheʼs not burned out.  
Sheʼs going to take it to the 
next level. Physically, sheʼs 
got the health and the mental 
toughness to make the transi-
tion to college sports.  Katie is 
there for the duration.”

As Faulkner leaves Ando-
ver, her presence on the field as 
well as in and on the water will 
be sorely missed.  Faulkner 
is a rare gem of a person and 
athlete, and everyone she has 
touched at PA will be cheering 
her on in her future endeavors, 
just as she has supported them 
here.  

Cross-country teammate 
Jennifer Downing ʼ08 said, 
“Katie leads not only with her 
care for her teammates and 
natural leadership, but with her 
sheer power and determination 
which inspires everyone train-
ing and competing with her.”

Though Faulker is destined-
for a great athletic future, she 
leaves behind a legacy that will 
continue to inspire her fellow 
teammates for years to come.    

Faulkner Leads Cross Country, Swimming, and Crew to Legendary Seasons
By Sara Ho

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Girls All-Stars

Julie Wadland Jackie Price Melissa Tetreau

 Julie Wadland ʼ06 was a tri-varsity captain dur-
ing her senior year, for Girls Soccer, Girls Hockey and 
Girls Lacrosse.  Playing goalie for the Girls Soccer 
team in the fall, Wadland was a brick wall throughout 
the season and helped the Girls Soccer team exceed all 
preseason expectations.  In the winter, Wadland played 
on the first line and was a consistent scoring threat as 
the team had its best season in years.  Wadland showed 
that her commitment to play lacrosse at Dartmouth 
was warranted, as she led the Girls Lacrosse team to 
a tremendous season and had one of the lowest goals 
against averages in the league.  

 Jackie Price ʼ06 came to Andover as a new 
upper last year and immediately stood out on both 
the volleyball and basketball courts.  Unsurprising-
ly she picked a third sport, crew, in the spring and 
letterd in that as well.  In the fall, Price, the Cap-
tain, led the Girls Volleyball team to an undefeated 
regular season and a berth in the New England title 
game.  Price also led the Girls Basketball team as 
the captain and starred for the Girls Crew team on 
G2.  

 Melissa Tetreau ʼ06 was captain of Girls 
Varsity Hockey in the winter and captain of Softball 
in the spring.  In the winter, Tetreau powered An-
dover to its best season in Coach Martha Fentonʼs 
career.  Although she played defense throughout 
her entire career at Andover, Tetreau showed off 
her incredible versatility and switched to forward 
and led the team in scoring.  In the spring, Tetreau 
led the Softball team to a number one seed in the 
Big East tournament for the first time in years.  

 Katie is naturally 
talented, but her true 
strength is in her de-
termination. She is 
a clutch player, the 
go-to person when 
the meet or race or 
game is on the line.  
She thrives under 
pressure, and watch-
ing her swim in a 
head-to-head race is 
amazing because the 
girl never gives up.

-ALYSSA HILL  ʼ06
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Noah Warren ʼ07 takes the ball from Spencer Rice ʼ08 (left), and Jae Kim ʼ07 fights with Zack Johnson ʼ08 (right) in the Cluster 
Championship under the lights in Phelps Stadium.

Back in September, Phil-
lips Academy students came to 
campus in the midst of turmoil 
and a terrible natural disaster, 
Hurricane Katrina. The sadness 
and gloom brought upon by 
the tragedies of the Gulf Coast 
were tremendous, but fittingly 
the sports year of 2005-2006 
picked students up, gave them 
hope, and brought back their 
high spirits.

Shortly after Andover stu-
dents returned, the Chicago 
White Sox broke an unappreci-
ated curse that was an 87-year 
championship drought. They 
were not the celebrated 2004 
Red Sox who won in dramatic 
fashion against the Yankees, 
coming from three games be-
hind to win the ALCS and 
eventually the World Series. 
They did not break a glorified 
Curse of the Bambino. They 
went about business in a quiet 
fashion, dominating opponents 
throughout the playoffs with 
spectacular pitching and timely 
hitting. To students, the true 
glory that lies behind a quiet 
blue-collar work ethic was evi-
dent when the White Sox final-
ly brought another World Series 
trophy back to the South Side 
of Chicago. 

Then there were the Pitts-
burgh Steelers. Seeded sixth in 
the AFC playoff picture, Pitts-
burgh was cornered. But the 
Steelers took each challenge 
individually and never looked 
ahead of a game, yet all the 
while keeping their focus on the 
ultimate prize. With their quiet, 
“just-do-it” attitude, Ben Ro-
ethlisberger and company did 
what no other NFL team had 
ever done: win the Super Bowl 
as a Wild Card team. The Steel-
ers also ended a championship 
drought of their own, one which 
dated back to the 1970ʼs.  

The Texas Longhorns en-
tered the Rose Bowl as major 
underdogs, facing a University 
of Southern California squad 
that featured two Heisman 
Trophy winners. But not even 
Vegasʼs overwhelming odds, or 
ESPNʼs “pundits” who picked 
The Trojans to easily win could 
deter the Longhorns from their 
objective. The Longhorns trust-
ed themselves. A trust and bond 
so strong among those colle-
giate athletes that no betting 

line or so-called expertʼs pick 
could deny them the National 
Championship. And just like 
the White Sox and the Steelers, 
the Longhorns ended a title-less 
drought that began in 1967.  

Maybe fate landed the LSU 
Tigers in the NCAA Final Four. 
Or maybe it was the combina-
tion of Tyrus Thomas and Glen 
“Big Baby” Davis. Regardless, 
the Baton Rouge boys provided 
hope to a state decimated by 
Hurricane Katrina. The squad 
exemplified what a positive at-
titude and resilience can do for 
not only an individualʼs suc-
cess, but also the resurrection 
of an entire region.

It is fitting that so many of 
the glorious, hope-filled stories 
of this past year have occurred 
in the Phillips Academy Class 
of 2006ʼs graduating year. 
Many teams this year have ex-
perienced a sudden resurgence 
or a continuing of dominance 
this year.  The Football team 
went undefeated for the first 
time since 1995.  The Girls 
Cross Country team won Inter-
schols for the first time since 
1999.  The Boys Waterpolo 
team had its highest finish at 
Interschols (third) in years. The 
Boys Swimming team defeated 
Exeter for the first time in 33 
years and finished second at 
Interschols. The Girls Swim-
ming team won its fifth straight 
Interschols.  The Girls Hockey 
team made it to the semifinals 
in the New England playoffs, 
its highest finish in Coach Mar-
tha Fentonʼs career.  The Boys 
Baseball team finished second 
in New England in the regular 
season.  Both Boys and Girls 
Crew had tremendous seasons, 
their best in years. ʼ06 has been 
a return to glory for Andover 
sports teams, much like the year 
in professional sports. 

 Andoverʼs seniors have 
been an example to the com-
munity, embodying the best of 
the sports world. ʼ06 displays 
the work ethic of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Chicago White 
Sox, the undeterred confidence 
of the Texas Longhorns, and  the 
upbeat, unassuming and youth-
ful spirit of the LSU Tigers. It 
is no surprise that the Class of 
ʼ06 achieved so much this year, 
and it is without a doubt that 
it will achieve great things be-
yond Andover. Congratulations 
to the unique and special Class 
of 2006. 

The Athletic Year in Review:
Resilience is the Central Theme

By Abhishek Sripad
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Out on the frozen fields 
of Rafferty this fall, some-
thing special was happening. 
Students from Flagstaff, West 
Quad North, West Quad South, 
Pine Knoll and Abbot gathered 
to compete in the most fero-
cious and competitive sport on 
campus- Cluster Soccer. 

Though this season was 
generally marked with smiling 
faces and good cheer, the play-
offs brought a level of competi-
tiveness only seen in a SLAM 
half-time performance.

The early favorite for win-
ning the championship was Pine 
Knoll. Bolstered by a strong 
core of Seniors, PKN had a 
perfect balance of offense and 
defense. Varsity caliber goalie, 
Simon Keyes ʼ06, anchored the 
team with many crucial saves 
and booming kicks out of the 
crease. 

With a lead foot and reputa-
tion for running not around but 
through his opponents, Owen 
Remeika ʼ06 found the back of 
the net in almost every game. 

Though Flagstaff was the 
best looking team, disappoint-
ing losses plagued its season. 

Letting up early goals from far 
inferior opponents, Flagstaff 
often times could not overcome 
these deficits. 

Flagstaffʼs leader on and off 
the field this year was Justin 
Lee ʼ06. 

Though teams complained 
about him being too physical, 
Lee gave FLG a massive moral 
boost with his instant turnovers 
(and his incredible physique). 
Opponents had reason to be 
scared. 

On offense, Andrew Ostroff 
ʼ06 led the team in goals. With 
an uncanny ability to find the 
netting from seemingly impos-
sible angles, Ostroff scored a 
variety of crucial goals.

Holding early morning prac-
tices and team runs, Abbot was 
the most complete cluster soc-
cer team. Every position was 
filled with someone of skill. 
Dan Wagman ʼ06 led this team 

of hardworkers in all goals. 
Probably the worst team to 

ever grace the fields of Raffer-
ty, West Quad South lost all but 
one game. Sam Cartmell ʼ06 
played hard every day- often 
times smashing his most help-
less opponents in the face with 
the ball. 

After one such smashing, 
Hasan Siddiqi ʼ07 said, “He 
wasnʼt even trying to not hit 
her.” Other than opponent kill-
ing, South was dreadful.

Hailing from the northern 
region of the Quads, West Quad 
North fielded a respectable 
team this year. Jeff Bakkensen 
ʼ06 was its only standout play-
er, but they were a very well 
rounded team.  Unfortunately, 
most of the team preferred to 
frolic on the grassy field rather 
than slide tackle.

Formed by lowers across all 
clusters, “TNT” had the worst 

record in Cluster. Zack Johnson 
ʼ08 and John Burke ʼ08 were 
the two leaders of the group of 
vagabonds, often responsible 
for injuries and red cards.

Though TNT was by far 
the worst team in Cluster, 
it made it all the way to the 
championship against Abbot.  
First the Lowers won a shootout 
in the first round of the playoffs 
against West Quad North.   TNT 
then proceeded to beat a heav-
ily favored Pine Knoll squad. 

In the other side of the 
bracket, Flagstaff beat West 
Quad South before losing to the 
powerful Abbot team.

In the finals, Abbot easily 
handled the lowly TNT.  (Thank 
God.  Lowers already think they 
are too important.) 

Rafferty Field will rest over 
the summer in preparation for 
another brutal beating next 
fall.

Intense Abbot Soccer Squad Takes Home Championship;
FLG s̓ Lee ʼ06, TNT s̓ Johnson ʼ08 Stand as Giants among Midgets 
By ʻPopular  ̓Peter Dignard

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS EDITOR

Cluster basketball: merely a 
myth, or reality? ʻTis the ques-
tion that many a student has 
been asking for centuries past, 
and lucky for you, this journal-
ist has done his homework and 
has found out that, indeed, it is 
real.  

As real as the moon shin-
ing over a clear night or a uku-
lele playing in the heat of the 
sunlight in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
the cluster basketball circuit 
is the most betted on event in 
the world, it is a $300 billion-

a-year industry, and now youʼll 
find out why.  

This past season, blood was 
shed, tears were shed, and other 
things of that nature were shed.  

As you all know, West 
Quad South, through a series of 
miracles, won the ʻShip...so to 
speak.  

They beat Pine Knoll in one 
heck of a ball game; it was the 
best Iʼve seen since the ques-
tionable call in ʼ82, but thatʼs 
neither here nor there.  

Bottomline -- South was 
a terrific team: Swatson ʻ06, 
Spiak-Dizzle ʻ06, Pumilegend 
ʻ06, and Teej ʼ06 are all great 
players.  The title was well 

deserved, but Iʼm here to talk 
about the season as a whole. 

Abbott was a tough team 
to beat. They had sharp shoot-
ers like Ikechi Ngwangwa ʻ07, 
Isaac Opper ʻ06, and Tron 
King.  While they lacked strong 
rebounders, they finished the 
season without having lost any 
lives or any respect from the 
community. 

Flagstaff B had no such 
luck.  While they had some of 
the sharpest shooters in Ameri-
ca, they lacked team chemistry 
and . . . actually, no one knows 
why they did not win more.  If 
nothing else, they were fun to 
watch.  

Charlie Houghton ʼ06 held 
it down in the paint with his 
high flying magic, while Matt 
Fernandez ʼ06 and Billy Drap-
er ʼ07 lit up the scoreboard, at 
least a little.  

Flagstaff A was a solid com-
petitor as well.  With consistent 
shooters like Desmond Bon-
homme-Isiah ʼ06 and hot-hand 
Mike Sullivan ʻ08, they held 
their own.  

West Quad North rocked 
the Casbah with the skilled 
ball control of Dave Mauskop 
ʼ07 and the all-around talent of 
cluster PG Dylan Green ʻ06.  

PKN, the eventual runners-
up, had an incredible season.  
Starting out 6-0, they thought 
they had the ʻShip for sure.  
Great players like Peter Casey 
ʻ07, Michael Tully ʻ07, and 
David Clark ʻ06 gave them a 
huge advantage in the regular 
season.  

Unfortunately, they could 
not stop the run-and-gun show 
that was WQS in the Cluster 
Championship.  For the third 
year in a row, South took the 
championship back to the 
Quads, where it will stay next 
year. For I will be living in 
Thompson House, and I rule.  
I love you all. 

West Quad South Three-peats in Cluster B-Ball;
Spiak ʼ06, Thompson ʼ06, Maquebela ʼ06 Lead

By ʻBig  ̓Willy Draper
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

R. Waldo/The Phillipian

Billy Draper looks to charge past an opponent during a cluster 
basketball game.

Phillips Academyʼs great-
est sport came to a close for 
the 2005-2006 School Year, 
as West Quad South beat Pine 
Knoll in the Cluster Frisbee 
Championship on May 25 7-
5. All throughout the season, 
physical endurance was tested, 
lives were lost, and friendships 
were formed. West Quad South 
quickly made their presence felt 
with their gargantuan height, 
athleticism, and team spirit.

In the championship game, 
PKN took an early lead, but 
WQS came from behind to tie 
the score.  Two clutch goals in 
the last five minutes of regula-
tion sealed the win for South.

“Both teams played really 
well – they started off stronger 
than we did – but it came down 
to the fact that our team is in 
much better shape than theirs,” 
said Dan Bacon ʼ06.

Bacon was a force to be 
reckoned with on the all-Senior 
(plus super-double repeat Upper 
Matt Silva ʼ07) team.  Silva an-
chored the teamʼs defense with 
his powerful goal line presence 
and ups.  

Charlie Frentz ʼ06 and the 
boys of Thompson House (Se-
niors Sam Cartmell, Luke Ca-
hill, Derek DeSvastich, and 
Nick Bowen) led the teamʼs of-
fence, while Faisal Kassam ʼ06 
was offensive both on and off 
the field.

This year, there were six 
teams: the five clusters, and a 
mixed team.  Unlike in years 
past, the scrub team was able to 
hold its own, coming in with a 
respectable team and defeating 
every opponent at least once.  
Uppers Brendon Sullivan and 
Sean Hilton led a strong squad 
of underclassmen, including a 
number of players cut from the 
competitive Ultimate teams. 

PKN, this yearʼs runner-
up, had a strong team led by 
Seniors Matt Kahn, Kevin Mc-
Carthy, and Gabe Worgaftik.  
One hallmark of the season was 
Wynne Lam. Abbot, thanks to 
Sean Wadland ʼ06, Blake Hawk 
ʼ06, and Chris Li ʼ07 was able 
to hold its own in the standings 
and finish with a respectable 
record.

WQN was unmemorable 
on the field, except for the oc-
casions where Jeff Cutts ʼ06  
would rip off his shirt in sheer 

frustration and anger. Despite 
strong efforts from Jeff Cutts 
ʼ06, Jamie Neuwirth ʼ06, and 
Ford Anderson ʼ06, the team 
found itself with very few wins 
at the end of the season, much to 
the chagrin of Prateek Kumar, 
Class of 2007.Flagstaff was un-
memorable on the field as this 
yearʼs official loser; though 
Dawson Gage ʼ06 played a 
great season, the teamʼs hopes 
and dreams were crushed. 

Cluster was filled with 
competitiveness this season, so 
much so that the Athletic De-
partment was forced to institute 
new rules for the final week of 
the regular season. Teams had 
to start games with all of their 
girls on the field, and playing 
time minimums were imposed: 
substitions were prohibited for 
the first ten minutes of each 
match.

During the regular season, 
South exhibited a dominance 
which it continued to hold in 
the tournament of champions.  
The team was defeated only 
three times all season.

There were no consolation 
games, though The Phillipian s̓ 
final rankings are: WQS, PKN, 
MIX, ABB, WQN, and FLG.

WQS Wins Frisbee Championship; Great Lawn
Site of Intense Competition and Athletic Feats 

By Steve Blackman
PHILLIPIAN EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Thank you Katie, Gordon and 
Melissa,

Good Luck Next Year,

We will Miss You

-Pete, Rush, Will



   D11THE PHILLIPIAN SPORTS JUNE 4, 2006



THE PHILLIPIAN SPORTS JUNE 4, 2006D12



Volume CXXIX, Commencement       Phillips  Academy, Andover, Massachusetts June 4, 2006

FF T SATA SU SFFFFFFFFFF ESATATEAAFFF ESRUATATEAAAAAAA SSSSFEATURESFEATURESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSUREUUATUE SSSSEEEEERRRRURRUURRUURRTUUTUTUUUTTTTTTTAAAAAAFEEFEEFEFEATURESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESESESEESRRRRURRRURRTUUTUTUTUAATATTATTATAAAAFEFEFEFEFE REEREREREAAEAEEAEEFFFF UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAATATATATATATATTTTTAAAATATTTFEATURESUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTATATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTAT SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRTTTTTTTTTTATATATATTTTTTATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTATATTTTTAAATAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRFEATURESE E

I frequently like to think of my-
self in terms of the Terminator. No, 
not the gubernatorial ʼroid-less mass 
of woman-groper running the state 
of California awkward t-shirts like to 
refer to as the “governator,” a strange 
sounding made-up term that ends up 
proving less than apt since “guber-
nator” means the same thing and is, 
you know, an actual word. Instead, I 
refer to the Terminator of more ro-
botic means. So then, what do I have 
in common with said Terminator? 
Well, besides being from the future, 
both of us seldom feel emotion. In 
fact, even when we do feel emotion, 
it is best described as pseudo-emo-
tion, and even then it is usually only 
felt moments before being lowered 
into a pit of molten steel.

So it is, then, that I have found 
myself as of late feeling odd. 
Hmmm... I asked myself, what 
could this strange sensation be? Did 
I eat too much raw peanut butter? 
Have I taken one too many emascu-
lating pictures of me painted green 
as the “Incredibly Sexy Hulk?” Are 
the tapeworms back?

In the midst of an emergency 
colonoscopy I realized this time I 
had fallen victim to an intestinal 
parasite of a different kind. Emotion. 
The sensation left me confused and 
hungry, and then after a T.J. Cin-
namons Gourmet cinnaroll from 
Arby s̓, just confused.

I have since realized, though, 
that all this emotion is coming from 
the sadness brought on by Will Allen 
ʼ05 changing his NetFlix password 
so I can no longer send him NBA 
Dunk Masters: Vols. 1-3 on DVD 
instead of the episodes of ʻ24  ̓ he 
actually wanted. It may seem petty, 
but it means something to me. Why? 
Because times and things are chang-
ing – Wallen will no longer open his 
mail to find he s̓ purchased four used 
copies of Break-dance classic ̒ Brea-
kin  ̓2: Electric Bugaloo,  ̓ the Class 
of 2006 will graduate, and the en-
graved class ring I ordered under the 
guise of Harry Balsagna will arrive.

But that isn t̓ all that will happen 
in the future, and as such instead of 
sobbing and reminiscing on the past, 
Iʼm going to take a look into the 
wonderful future. Keep in mind that 
this doesn t̓ really involve my future, 
because that would involve facing 
the horrifying reality of my future. 
Also, once you start messing around 
with time travel, you inevitably go 
back in time and hit on your mom, 
as evidenced by Gordon Murphy 
ʼ06 who hit his head in an ultimate 
Frisbee game and thought he went 
back in time. Here are some sorta 

neat things to watch out for in the 
coming months and beyond:

• Mr. Washburn and MsE col-
laborate to achieve their 2000th ille-
gal-substance bust, prompting Mrs. 
Chase to award them both spandex 
super-hero-style crime-fighting uni-
forms. Mr. Washburn opts to keep 
on the spandex super-hero-style 
crew uniform he s̓ already wearing.

• In order to eliminate confusion 
surrounding the 2007 Toga Dance, 
cluster deans correct diction mistake 
in previous year s̓ email message 
of “boxer shorts or underwear of 
any kind are not allowed”, instead 
emailing students the lyrics to “My 
Humps,” with the somewhat disturb-
ing question/warning of “This Toga 
Dance, Watcha gonna do with all 
that junk, all that junk inside YOUR 
trunk?”

• Returning as a postgraduate 
Andres Bobadilla ̓ 06/ʼ07 finds him-
self DCʼd when the answer to the 
previous question turns out not to be 
“wrap it in scotch tape.” 

• The ʻA̓ is burned. His work 
completed, Yoni Gruskin ʼ07 boards 
a spaceship to return to his home 
planet, and by ʻspaceship  ̓ I mean 
the Chinatown Bus, and by ʻhome 
planetʼ, I mean a Denny s̓ just out-
side of Denver.

•  Andres Bobadilla takes to the 
streets for the second annual “Día 
Sin Inmigrantes,” mistakenly believ-
ing it to be the “Día Sin Pantalones.” 
Andres is subsequently banned from 
all future toga dances.

• Things go horribly, horri-
bly, awry when renovations cause 
ADAAC to be forced out of the 
Cochran Chapel and into Billy 
Cannon s̓ ʼ07 own “Club Cannon”. 
All of Law-town represents with ad-
equate vigor.

• Preliminary steps go into ef-
fect in the long process of turning 
Pearson into the new Ryley Room, 
as construction crews work day and 
night coating the building in a thick 
layer of chicken-finger grease.

• Features Co-Editor David Cur-
tis ʼ07 puts this article on the front 
page of the commencement issue or 
I sell Features Co-Editor Billy Can-
non into slavery.

So with all that out of the way, 
I think it s̓ safe to say that the fu-
ture will be a strange and mysteri-
ous place, where undergarments are 
strictly optional. I also think it s̓ safe 
to say that the class of 2006 is a fine 
group of individuals I will truly miss, 
especially Andres, without whom I 
would not have had such an illustri-
ous Features career. Though Iʼd love 
to stay and chat for hours more, Iʼve 
got a lot of copies of ʻBreakin  ̓ 2: 
Electric Bugaloo  ̓to mail to Los An-
geles. From Mexico. Congrats ʼ06!

by Gabe Worgaftik
FEATURES BOXERS

If there is one thing that I 
learned at Andover, it is to buy 
nipple clamps made of stainless 
steel. Amateurs buy any regular 
metal. This “learning experience” 
involved a mean tetanus shot, two 
months of lock jaw, and the even-
tual death of Matt Yeager ʼ06 s̓ 
goat, Binky. 

I probably should have pref-
aced this article with the fact that 
tasteless humor is the norm during 
senior spring. I canʼt help it, and 
if you are easily offended, stop 

now.
As I sit here writing my final 

Features article ever, wearing a 
flamenco dress and lipstick, hold-
ing an empty bottle of Jack and 
a glass of cold, it hurts so good 
cold, ice, crying profusely, I have 
to wonder where I went wrong at 
Andover. Let me bring you back 
to the beginning.

Freshman year. The sound of 
my father s̓ 1988 Diesel Mercedes 
pulling itself up the hill towards 
the bell tower made joggers go-
ing down Main Street dart into 
the bushes to take cover. I was 
in the passenger s̓ seat, and as I 
looked over at my mother, who 
was dressed in traditional colonial 

garb, as she insists for every im-
portant event, I began to cry. 

I looked up at the ugly girls 
in tied dyed shirts yelling holding 
signs that read, “Honk if you Love 
Andover.”  I left Greenwich girls 
for this? Just kidding. Sort of. 

I was very emotional at the 
time, as I still am, and the tears 
came mostly because I hadnʼt 
eaten all day, the diesel fumes that 
came out of the air conditioning 
made me nauseous and gave me 
thick post-nasal drip, and I was 
leaving my home. I was going to 
“the hill,” for some learning with 
books. Well yeeeʼha baby. My 
mommy and daddy was going to 
get me a real old education! They 

sure is proud now. I read them 
books, and now I know them.

I found out from my sister, a 
senior at the time, that I was going 
to be in Rockwell, the best fresh-
man boy s̓ dorm around. As the 
diesel rumbled around the cul-de-
sac outside the Rock, I knew I was 
in for a treat. 

I saw Steve Kim ʼ06 standing 
in a four piece Brooks Brothers 
suite staring at a mover who had 
evidently dropped what looked 
like a twelve thousand dollar 
stereo system. As Steve yelled 
at the poor immigrant, and back-
handed him across the face with 
well-pressed white gloves, I 
thought that I was looking at my 
future house counselor. Boy, was 
I wrong. Mr. Driscoll, the actual 
house counselor, greeted me at 
the door, in his pajamas, which he 
wore for the rest of the year. 

Freshman year classes were 
pretty easy. I was in Spanish class 
with my sister. Another highlight 
was the fact that Cage Brewer 
(who would have been ʼ06) lived 
down the hall from me. When I 
was told he was from the, “roy-
alty,” of the South, I was taken 
aback and prostrated myself on 
the carpet right away. Also, walk-
ing into Randy Garcia ʼ06 s̓ room 
and watching him talk to his girl-
friend who lived in the Dominican 
Republic was pretty entertaining. 
Flash forward three years, Garcia 
and I are brother-in-laws, and we 
both have seven children in the 
D.R. Ok, rewind. 

Lower year was pretty fun. I 
was in Taylor Hall, rooming with 
Hunter “Hero” Thunell ʼ06 who 
loved to entertain. There was al-
ways a good party going on in our 
rooms. Besides Callum Thomas 
reciting the entire Braveheart 
speech, I have nothing else to say. 

Upper year was interesting. 
I found out, through an odd turn 
of events, that when a girl says 
“no,” she means, “go.” My twelve 
pending lawsuits do not reflect the 
above joke. 

Lets take a couple of moments 
to touch on the subject of Taylor 
Hall, since it is so prevalent in 
my growth into manhood, or lack 
thereof. 

Taylor Hall, built in 1753 
by Roman immigrants living 
in Lawrence, was first named, 
“Nautae Erectus Phallisus,” or 
roughly,“House of Cardozo.” Mr. 
Cardozo, “The Godfather,” as he 
regularly insists, and will send 
you to the cages if you do not 
appropriately address him, runs 
Taylor Hall. Mr. Cox also throws 
down. 

Mr. McHugh, out third faculty 
dorm assistant, who is currently 
under investigation by the DA 
for alleged cocaine smuggling in 
the stomachs of his twenty three 
cats, is new to the dorm. I almost 
smashed his car s̓ windshield 
when I sliced a golf ball from the 
far end of the quad with James 
Kelly ʼ06 who started yelling in 
Creole when he saw the close 
encounter. That is another story 
entirely.

In Taylor Hall, as stated on 
page 32 in the Blue Book, all rules 
of man, America, and specifically 
Phillips Academy, are disregard-
ed, and, “What the Godfather 
Says Goes,” a motto that we have 
all been raised under, is how we 
live day to day. Hold the phone, 
because that motto is also burnt 
into my back from a traditional 
rot-iron branding tool fashioned 
by Cardozo. Skull and Bones ainʼt 
got nothing on Taylor Hall. You 
can quote me on that too. 

What happens on the second 

floor of Taylor Hall stays on the 
second floor of Taylor hall. The 
fact that we have a full-scale pet-
ting zoo in what used to be Bob 
Divers ʼ07 s̓ room is incredible. 
Besides the unfortunate loss of 
Binky the goat, the twelve gerbils 
have survived, Chris Cahill ʼ06, 
the future real estate tycoon him-
self, hand fed three baby panthers 
until Jay Park ʼ08 ate one of them, 
and sold the other to his room-
mate, Andrew Chan ʼ08. 

But lets not get side-tracked 
on shout outs and other silliness. 
This is my education ladies and 
gentlemen, my experience, and 
my growth. Andover is a great 
place, and although many of my 
memories involve underage Puer-
to Rican strippers, I canʼt act like I 
didnʼt do anything for fun.

For example, I went to classes 
almost every day. I also played 
sports. The lacrosse team is doing 
pretty well for ourselves, and we 
just beat Tabor. 

Andover is a diverse place. 
There are smart people, white peo-
ple, brown people, stupid people, 
smart brown people, stupid white 
people, vice versa, boys, girls, 
15-year-olds, and, in the case of 
some PG s̓, 23 year olds. I have 
learned a lot about diversity. Did 
you know that it is rude to burp 
in some cultures, and not in oth-
ers? Now you do. Donʼt you feel 
enlightened? So do I.

Time for Senior Year. What a 
crazy time. I was fortunate enough 
to be humbled by rejection let-
ters from every single college to 
which I applied. In the special 
case of London School of Eco-
nomics, I was notified that if I had 
applied, they would have rejected 
me. Thanks for that. Do you feel 

R. Waldo/The Phillipian

by John Badman
FEATURES BRIEFS

Courtesy of Justin Yi
James Kelly ʼ06 is on fire.

Continued on Page E7, Column 1
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Ambitious, young students like 
us are always searching for a way 
to establish ourselves at the school, 
both socially and academically. 
Such has proven itself yet again 
with the Class of 2006. Not only are 
we driven to go through the motions 
with full commitment, but we also 
find new ways to challenge our-
selves. Like any Andover class, we 
have found ourselves to be the first 
for numerous things, both good... 
and bad. 

This year included the first of-
ficial Varsity season of Ultimate 
Frisbee. With over 30 students on 
the roster and a large interscholastic 
season, the Ultimate team should see 
a successful year under FSA guide-
lines. No, that s̓ not Frisbee Sports 
of America, but instead Future Ston-
ers of America. 

We are probably the first class 
to get totally murked on Early De-

cisions. And by getting murked, I 
mean someone big had to be behind 
it (Bauer, Norris, J. Lee?).

Another big first for the school 
was our first year without a large pro-
jection screen down in Ryley Room. 
When asked about why it was taken 
down, Jose simply replied, “Weʼre 
closed now, yada yada yada...” be-
fore trailing off. Oh yeah, we were 
also first for getting chemical burns 
while eating at Commons.

Features is funny. That s̓ a first... 
haha, jk... I hope they still print me 
now.

This yeah, however, was defi-
nitely not a first year for school 
scandals. After Mitlon, St. Paul s̓, 
and the recent Deerfield incidents, I 
guess Andover has been pretty lucky 
to not create any foul incidents on 
campus. People are just always will-
ing to jump on the bandwagon and 
totally trash on Prep Schools that 
take one step into Public School 
ideals. However, I leave Andover 
feeling pretty certain that the Class 

of ʼ07 could possibly top all of them 
(only one way to find out).

Um... what else. Oh, Parla Al-
pan ʼ06 claims now to be cool...not. 
That s̓ definitely a first for her.

This was the first year that Win-
ter was not met with over 30 inches 
of snow. Coincidentally, it was met 
with over 30 individual DC s̓. I think 
there can be some inverse relation-
ship derived from this information, 
perhaps? Next year s̓ Winter: 80 s̓ 
and sunny? Oh yeah...

The Class of 2006 also greeted 
some 20 or so students from New 
Orleans to join them for the year... 
Iʼm going to stop before I say some-
thing I shouldn t̓.

This year also marks the first 
time that we will be graduating... 
well minus the 20 or so others who 
came back for sports.

I guess all in all I just wanted 
to put in, quickly, how special and 
unique this Class is going to be, al-
though every class is certainly unique 
in its own way. We lived without 
the Bell Tower for a year (a terrible 
loss), we saw companies started and 
then companies DCʼed, we saw our 
football team destroy Exeter and we 
saw Ivy League schools destroy our 
lives. 

Facebook.com was a first for 
our class. I guess MySpace.com 
wasn t̓ cutting it, and we needed an-
other way to get totally involved in 
someone else s̓ life, even if they did 
live across the hall from you. 

Facebook.com merged with the 
college Facebook.com... that s̓ ex-
citing.

Finally, Iʼm not going to embar-
rass John Badman once and for all... 
I guess that s̓ a first.

So after only two years at this 
school, I guess Iʼm getting a little 
nostalgic, and also a little excited. 
Who knows where Iʼll be in 20 
years. Maybe Andover will be an 
important part of my life that keeps 
coming back to me and Iʼll still have 
my friends from Andover. 

Whatever, Iʼm done here.
P.S. Badman rocks the clamps...

by Matt Yeager
FEATURES BEARDED LADY

It is 3 A.M.  Currently, Upper 
Spring has my gonads in a vice, and 
is winding the crank around like the 
hands on a cheap watch.  I am at the 
end of my wit.  Being funny on dead-
line is hard.  It is the time of night 
when I begin to realize that number 
is spelled the same way as number: 
as in, “My brain becomes number 
every time I check to see the num-
bers of words I have written in this 
article.”  The hilarious waters that 
used to spout from the “humor-hose” 
have halted (Editor s̓ Note: Yes, the 
humor-hose, the source of all things 
humorous).  Iʼm supposed to equate 
upper year to something hysterical, 
but right now, nothing hysterical is 
floating through my brain.  So much 
work.  Such much hardship.  So 
much pain.  Those are the thoughts 
that come to mind when I think of 
Upper Year.  I guess that is pretty 

similar to the time I spent in ʻNam.  
Come to think of it, Upper Year is 
a lot like ʻNam.  Don t̓ believe me?  
Iʼll show you.  Let s̓ go through my 
typical day as an Upper.

0600 Hours:  Wake up!  Scream-
ing Eagle (a.k.a. Mom) is yelling out 
commands: “Do this, do that...” I 
respond wittily by saying: “But Si-
mon didn t̓ say ʻDo this, do that...” 
Screaming Eagle fails to notice such 
humor.

0700 Hours:  I catch a ride on a 
humvee into camp.  Standard Issue 
Rations are handed out.  For Break-
fast: “Liquid Egg Product”.  Gross.  
I reluctantly ingest the aforemen-
tioned “food”, and begin to make 
idle conversation with my platoon-
mates.  Iceman s̓ girl left him.  She 
broke his heart, so he broke her 
legs.  

0800 Hours:  I see the first call 
to arms of the day.  Shots are fired 
When Mr. Scott hands out a pop-
quiz.  I stab the quiz with my bayo-
net, and declare victory.  I then pro-

ceed to calmly hand Mr. Scott the 
speared test via my bayonet.  I won 
the battle, but the war is not over.

0855 Hours:  Iʼm a little fried 
from the combat.  I retire to J. Mea-
gan Williams Camp and light up a 
doobie; one of the few benefits of 
being in ʻNam is the copious sup-
plies of dope.    

0856 Hours:  Hookers!!!  An-
other one of the few benefits of be-
ing in ʻNam is the copious supplies 
of hookers.

0857 Hours: I lapse into a post-
coital and drug-induced coma.

1210 Hours:  Shaken from my 
rest by Staff Sergeant Cannon, I 
am transported via Blackhawk into 
hostile territory.   Physical Sciences 
were never my strong suit, but then 
again, you don t̓ need to know how 
many feet per second your bullet is 
going if it enters your enemy s̓ head.  
I throw a smoke bomb into the class-
room to ensure a safe entrance. 

1243 Hours:  Mistakenly hear-
ing “Your Grade” for “Grenade!”  I 
hop out of the second story window 
in Gelb.  Pain is weakness leaving 
the body.

1356 Hours: I have been lying 
on the ground for over an hour now.  
The Medivac is here, and I am being 
loaded onto the chopper.  I see the 
white light at the end of the tunnel, 
but the adrenaline shot to the heart 
quickly darkens it.  

1400 Hours:  Refreshed, I head 
back into hostile territory.  I am ac-
companied by a translator.  Things 
quickly get hairy when the translator 
calls our enemy a “crumpet:” appar-
ently the Viet Cong do not like to be 
referred to as teacakes.

1500 Hours.  I head to lacrosse 
practice.  My stick is a spinal column 
ripped from one of my fallen com-
batants.  The head is a hollowed out 
skull with a worm in its eye.  A really 
big one, like one of those worms you 
go fishing with.  Badass.

1800 Hours:  ICE CREAM 
NIGHT!!!

2000 Hours:  Bloated and ex-
hausted, I dig my sleeping hole for 
the night.  I attempt to get some rest 
in preparation for the day to come.

by Pete Smith
FEATURES SITH LORD

Freshmen? Or fresh meat? 
Most people find that this common 
high school expression is very ap-
plicable to the community of PA. 
But it doesnʼt work here the way 
you would think typical of any 
other high school. Personally, I 
find it to me more literal than any-
thing. Why, just yesterday, I real-
ized I was drooling uncontrollably 
while contemplating what would 
happen if I shoved an apple into 
Auden Lincoln-Vogel s̓ ʼ09 mouth 
and roasted him on a spit over the 
campfire. I also find myself con-
stantly battling urges to pour a bot-
tle of A1 steak sauce on that kid in 
my English class. I swear 

Iʼm not as crazy as you think. 
But one does have to wonder. Are 
my fellow classmates nothing 
more than a plate of pork chops to 
me? My answer would be no, but 
that sort of depends on the kind of 
pork chops youʼre talking about.

Anyways, the class of ʼ09 is 
indeed a group of well-bred prom-
ising young chaps. Just like every 
other grade, we have our share 
of musicians, athletes, scholars, 
mimes, bodybuilders, cannibals, 
and STDs. But what differentiates 
the class of ʼ09 from the rest of the 
school is our...

• School Spirit. Seriously. 
The last time you went to a pep 
rally, you know ʼ09 is the most en-
ergetic class. Few people actually 
realize this, but bear with me here. 
In reality, we freshmen scream so 
loud, that you canʼt even hear us. 
The frequency is just so ridicu-
lously off the charts that the noise 
doesnʼt even register in human 
ears. I assure you, every time class 
of ʼ09 cheers, a pack of wild dogs 
in Oklahoma is barking like mad.

• Cornucopia of famous 
names. Ok sure. Maybe its just 
Michelle Kwon ʼ09 and Alicia 
Keyes ʼ09. But the fact remains. 
That s̓ two more figure skaters/pop 
singers than the other classes will 
ever have.

• Little...hand...sign...
symbol...thing. You know what 

Iʼm talking about. The actual “09” 
shape that people do with their 
hands. Actually Iʼve never seen 
anyone do this outside of Rock-
well, but it does exist. Sure ̓ 06 has 
that three finger thing, and ʼ08 has 
that bird thing, but the 09  ̓sign is 
by far the best. Let me justify my 
position. Every time someone does 
our sign, that certain someone is 
risking his/her health by putting 
his/her hands and arms in an un-
natural, uncomfortable position. 
There s̓ no denying it. ʻ09 lives on 
the edge. We risk everything for 
our class. If you arenʼt a freshman, 
you should be ashamed of your-
self. 

• Uncanny ability to move in 
packs. Ever been to Commons? 
Ever seen less than 20 freshmen 
sitting at the same table? Ever seen 
more than two freshmen tables in 
the same dining hall? Ever been to 
GW? Ever see any upperclassmen 
day students? Ever see so many 
questions in a row? We admit it. 
We stick together. We roll with 
each other. We got each other s̓ 
backs. No one is left behind. So-
cial interaction with upperclass-
men causes cancer.

• Amazingly good looks. Well, 

now that I think about it, I guess 
that only applies to me. No offense 
ʼ09. Iʼm just a great guy. Iʼm also 
extremely modest about it. Girls, 
call me.

• Tendency to hook up with 
each other? I question this one. 
Supposedly, they give us titles like 
the “horny” class and the “hook-
up” class. Iʼve heard it from vari-
ous sources, but personally, I have 
yet to experience this aspect of 
ʼ09. Seriously girls, call me.

•  Vertically challenged mem-
bers. Rob Buka ʼ09. ʻNuff said.

• Lack of underarm/chest/fa-
cial hair. Lawrence Dai ʼ09. ʻNuff 
Said.

• Repetitiveness in Features 
articles. Lawrence Dai ʼ09. ʻNuff 
Said.

• Ability to keep it fresh, hip, 
jive, and groovy, all at the same 
time. Priceless

And the list goes on and on...
but not literally, because Iʼm tired. 
Before you put this article down 
let me leave you with a bit of im-
portant information, information 
that may save your life someday. 
Freshmen go quite well with a 
dash of salt. 

by Lawrence Dai
FEATURES YOUNGLING
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2008
The Phillips Academy Class of 

2008 will graduate with only one 
thing in mind: We were awesome 
(and Commons food is terrible and 
I won t̓ miss it at all). 

I will never forget when I first 
came to Andover.  I got on the plane 
to Boston with a solid plan: Be cool.  
Be friends with girls.  Do not tell the 
kids there that you wear boy s̓ husky 
khakis.  And most importantly, go 
by JD, because your middle name 
is David, and Jonathan is your old, 
loser, chubby name.  I was going to 
be the complete opposite of myself 
in 8th grade (aside from still being 
male).  But when I finally stepped 
onto the Andover campus on a gor-
geous September day, my plan fell 
apart.

Orientation should have been 
called Boot Camp.  First, it breaks 
your spirit when your parents have 
to leave you in a dorm room where 
you can touch all the walls at the 
same time.  Then it pieces you back 
together again, with muddy tours 
of the campus, explanations that 
CAMD is not in fact a place for 
candy (the reason I chose Andover) 
and the emotionally stirring Mid-
night Pep Rally (Please Note: This 
Midnight Pep Rally occurs around 
9:30 in the evening...another one of 
the Blue Key mind games).  At the 
end of two days of grueling ʻname 
games  ̓and explaining to everyone 
that Cleveland was not, in fact, a 
suburb of Baltimore, I was ʻorient-
ed.  ̓ 

I began to get to know the Class 
of 2008, and before I realized it, the 
Class of 2008 got to know me.  Now 
that we are almost Uppers, I can 
laugh at our silly freshmen conver-
sations.  To all those incoming An-
dover students of the Class of 2010, 
read on to find a complete list of ̒ 9th 
Grade Conversational Questions to 
Keep a Conversation Afloat.  ̓(With-
out the answers, of course)

•  “Where are you from?”
• “Cool. How far is that from 

____ (Nearest large city)?”
• “Nice. So you must do a lot 

of ____ (Most stereotypical activity 

relating to that region of the country 
[ex: Seattle; Fishing.  Texas; Cow-
boying. Baltimore; Crying]).

• “So, how long was the plane 
ride here?

Follow up question if plane ride 
was 3+ hours: “What were the mov-
ies on the plane?”

Together, after awkward conver-
sation (I was even sneezed on once) 
we have become a tight group of 
friends.  Lower year was just as they 
said it would be: “Eh, well the spring 
term s̓ fun.”  We were lucky to add 
about 70 new members to our class, 
all of whom quickly snatched up 
the ladies I was planning to pursue 
this year.  And most importantly, the 
returning lowers got a taste of what 
it s̓ like to live in an upperclassmen 
dorm.

This year, I made the transition 
from living in the comfort of Rock-
well with 35 other 9th grade boys, 
to living in the PG dorm, Bartlet, 
where they visit Rockwell because 
that s̓ where their kids live.  I ad-
justed to my new home, as did the 
rest of the Class of 2008.  Some ʼ08 
ladies were lucky and were placed in 
Paul Revere or Day Hall, so close to 
Commons you can smell that Miso 
breakfast soup as you wake up.  

Meanwhile, the burly men of ʼ08, 
men like myself, Matt Gaske and of 
course, the Bartz, scored big when 
we moved into Bartlet and Foxcroft, 
right in the center of campus.  These 
two buildings are always swirling 
with testosterone, and I was glad to 
be living there.  

This year, ʼ08 also found its 
way onto many of Andover s̓ finest 
athletic teams, teams playing at the 
varsity level (I clarify that the high-
est level of high school athletic com-
petition is ̒ varsity  ̓because for years 
I thought that it was interchangeably 
referred to as ̒ JV2,  ̓and I considered 
myself a top-notch athlete).  You 
could watch ʼ08 last fall on the foot-
ball field, on the ice in the winter, 
and in the pool come spring time, as 
the ʼ08 ladies made up the bulk of 
a dominant girls varsity water polo 
team, aka, “another group of girls 
that could beat me up.” 

I am proud and humbled to be a 
member of this stellar group of stu-
dents, this two hundred and twenty 
somethingith class to pass through 
Phillips Academy.  The only class 
that I think more highly of is this in-
coming class of 2010, because that 
is the only class whose female mem-
bers have not rejected me. Yet.

by Johnathan Adler
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Winter term. Youʼd think that 
with the school s̓ budget, everyone 
would be using snowmobiles to 
travel around campus. No. In winter 
term, you see kids acting as vaga-
bonds, lifting commons trays to sled 
around campus. This is Phillips???

Phillips Academy is where the 
nation s̓ fathers decided to pull a 
cruel prank against the future gen-
erations by putting the nations oldest 
[Editor s̓ Note: Actually, the oldest 
is GDA] (and most prestigious) sec-
ondary school in the coldest spot in 
the US. Nowhere else can you find a 
place that gets three feet of snow and 
have it freeze to become three feet of 
ice in one day. Nowhere else do you 
find the school head giving a day 
away as holiday simply because it is 
too cold. Despite the freezing weath-
er, the bacteria in the air does not 
seem to be affected as droves of kids 
flock into the Isham Health Center 
by the end of the term. All that was 
needed was one sick student, which 
becomes two, which becomes 200, 
and it just keeps snowballing, like 
rabbits.

Not only that, but kids seem to 
be physically and mentally weaker 
during the winter at Andover. It 
would seem as if some life-drain-
ing force were acting on the town . 
Jasmin Baek ʼ06 recalled this time 
when she fell and couldn t̓ get up. 
No joke. She fell down and sat in the 
snow for 15 minutes. Granted, she 
was on crutches...

And then there was the time 
when the whole Andover Boys 
Varsity squash team got decimated 
in their last match, a home game 
against Exeter. Or the 5-14 record 
of the Boys Varsity basketball team. 
Winter term in Andover just weak-
ens the spirit and numbs the bones. 

Then there were the group of 
kids who get affected by sunlight. 
In winter term, there is no sunlight. 
These kids became recluses and 
emo, hating sugar, spice, and every-
thing nice. One such example is Rob 
Sun ʼ07. He described life in winter 
term as, “If life were a fish, Iʼd be the 
worm.” Thank you Rob Sun. You 
can go back underground now. 

So. What else is there about win-
ter term? You could compare it to 
Star Wars. The rebels at Hoth have 
nothing on Chris Pohlmeyer ̓ 07. He 

rebelled against nature, by adamant-
ly refusing to wear a jacket during 
the legendary chill of the winter of 
ʼ06. It was a fight he could not win, 
and he frequented Isham (adding to 
the droves) quite a lot. “I was just 
trying to be prepared for even colder 
weather, so that when it came, all I 
had to do was put on a sweatshirt 
and Iʼd be fine.” Pohlmeyer claimed. 
Brilliant. This kid is brilliant.

And then, the sanctuary, a place 
frequented by many runners, is com-
parable to climbing an icy mountain 
as opposed to running the length. 
One would half expect the abomi-
nable snowman to live there. And 
because no one feels like going out 
into the cold, winter term is when 
students hide in their rooms, order 
food, and hibernate.

All was peaceful...except to one 
man. Nick Anschuetz ̓ 08 got his eye 
gouged out by a rampaging taun-

taun. He could only tell the story 
over the phone, and he sounded like 
he was in a great deal of pain, but 
somehow the story sounded doubt-
ful. Friends have claimed in the past 
that he is a press whore...

Lastly, freshman hazing became 
a popular sport for the upperclass-
men. Adults turn a blind eye to fresh-
men being sniped with snowballs as 
they come out of classes and head to 
their dorms. It s̓ a preparation for the 
senior spooning games, as the se-
niors work their legs chasing down 
freshman armed with a snowball in 
each hand. From far away, the churn-
ing snow from the chases are often 
confused with OPP s̓ snowblowers. 
And so, I wonder how the school 
affords snowblowers, but in fact re-
fuse to provide snowmobiles for the 
students. A more effective method 
of transportation leads to a happier, 
and thus healthier community.
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As a Junior, the fall term seems 
like a far-off blur.  Thinking back to 
it is a lot like watching that old video 
cassette labeled “School Play ʻ97”.  
It seems like it will be fun to look 
back on, but once the tape has been 
rewound and youʼve fast-forwarded 
through John Basedow s̓ “Fitness 
Made Simple” infomercial, you 
beginning to change your tune.  In 
center stage, you have a costume 
more elaborate than anyone else s̓.  
While the other children scurry 
on and off the stage after reciting 
their lines and singing their songs, 
you remain where you stand until 
the curtain closes.  You are strong, 
you are tall, you are the scenery.  Is 
watching yourself play the part of a 
tree comparable to looking back on 
one s̓ first days at Andover?  If trees 
constantly feel like they need a hug, 
then let s̓ just call Junior orientation 
“Arbor Day.”  

However, calling fall term a blur 
is not to say that I don t̓ remember 
anything.  Mostly I remember little 
pieces of the experience, arranged 
into a Rocky-style montage (replace 
“Eye of the Tiger” with Journey s̓ 

“Don t̓ Stop Believinʼ”).  The first 
vignette that I can recall took place 
in front of Morse.  I was on my way 
to register and I hear an ear-piercing 
squeal.  My initial reaction is that 
Commons  ̓ bacon must be home-
grown.  Then I realize that this sound 
has emerged from an Upper girl 
upon reunion with an equally vocal 
peer.  In retrospect, this could have 
caused a problem for an impression-
able Junior like myself.  Had I not 
seen my fellow new students take 
part in the traditional American cus-
tom of “handshaking,” I may have 
greeted those who I met in those few 
days of orientation with a squeal and 
a hug, thinking it is the PA way.

The “Just a city boy, living in 
south Detroit” verse is upon us as 
classes take a break for the only 
American holiday we acknowledge 
at Phillips Academy: Thanksgiving.  
The campus is barren for this week 
in November, as the foreigners have 
scattered back to their own countries 
to tell tales of American schooling 
and reality television.  As an Ando-
ver native, I boarded no plane for 
Thanksgiving, though I did fasten 
my seatbelt...for a “Gilmore Girls” 
marathon!  You may be saying, 
“Wait, the “Gilmore Girls” only 
airs Tuesday nights at 8:00 eastern 

time on the WB!”  Well I have two 
words for you: DVD box-set.  Lest 
I digress, this teen sitcom brought 
about one of my strongest feelings 
of fall term.  Rory is on a date with a 
classmate named Logan.  

Shortly, Logan reveals that he 
spent a year at boarding school.  Did 
he attend Exeter?  Deerfield?  Cho-
ate?  No, it is Andover that was part 
of young Logan s̓ high school ex-
perience.  This one little bit of sit-
com small-talk is evidence that as a 
PA student, I am part of something 
greater.  This first glimmering of 
school pride and spirit is a turning 
point in my term, as well as my ca-
reer at Phillips Academy. 

The montage is coming to a 
close as Christmas nears and finals 
week is here.  I am standing in the 
lobby of the Borden gym, awaiting 
the first final exam that I have ever 
taken.  The test is for Biology 100, 
so I have the company of the major-
ity of my fellow Junior class.  I am 
ready.  I have studied hard, eaten a 
protein-heavy breakfast, and have 
three pencils clutched in my fist, 
prepared for any tip they may break.  
The room is abuzz with ATP, covalent 
bonds, and cellular respiration until 
the gym door opens up.  The push-
ing begins through the entranceway, 
for the test is often denied to those 
who don t̓ push quite hard enough.  
Philips Academy adheres to a strict 
code stating that “he who snoozes, 
loses.”  The test begins and every 
sound that is made echoes off of the 
gym walls.  Apparently the girl be-
hind me finds it soothing to whistle 
ABBA̓s “Dancing Queen”, and the 
boy to my right just can t̓ help but 
hum Donna Summers  ̓“Hot Stuff” 
in high-pressure situations.  Nothing 
helps you concentrate like word-
less disco hits.  The test came to a 
close and the mystique of “finals” 
was gone.  I still had two pencils to 
spare. 

Though I may have played the 
part of a tree in the school play that 
was fall term, it may have been my 
most important roll yet.  It was time 
to really get acquainted with my 
new roots and limbs.  Though I may 
have lost some leaves in the process, 
I know that my xylem, phloem, and 
woody stem supported me through 
this difficult time of transition.  I 
have survived, for once the curtain 
closes there are always delicious re-
freshments of oatmeal cookies and 
orange-aid in the lobby.

by Sam Weiss
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It is safe and justified to claim 
that the majority of the student body 
here at Andover revels in the glori-
ous thoughts of spring term. Like 
the budding leaves on the wintry 
bare elms sprout with consistency 
and excitement for the approaching 
summer, so do PA students when 
they peek their pale heads out of their 
doors wearing t-shirts and shorts for 
the first time since the cold months 
of winter term. Whether it be a game 
of MeatstiK, frisbee, tennis-ball golf, 
or sprawling in the sun on the great 
lawn, Spring Term symbolizes joy 
and the quintessence of a pleasant 
PA career. For parents and alumni, 
baseball, lacrosse, and softball of-
fer warm and entertaining games 
to watch. However, as summer ap-
proaches, PA feels the imminent 
loss of its seniors who are not only 
leaders and role models, but friends 
and essentially family to many who 
will remain students in the following 
year. It is in these finals months of 
the school year that nostalgia takes 
its sullen grip, and friends reminisce 
on the good times they have had 
together only hoping that they will 
continue.

Some of my first PA memories 
came from the people of the class 
of ʼ06. My first day on this campus 
brought me down to America House 
where I met my prefects Randy Gar-
cia and Edwin Kulubya. They be-
came my brothers much more than 
they were role models, and that was 
all the more important with 1000 
miles between me and my home. 
This was not just the case with my 
prefects, but it is the case with the 
entire class of ʼ06. This class has 
indeed been brothers and sisters to 
many, as well as role models for ris-

ing seniors. This spring term allows 
ample time to enrich friendships, to 
have fun one last time, and for se-
niors, to brag about graduating. I 
remember one comment that Blake 
Hawk ʼ06 made to me over an after-
noon game of croquet and a nice cup 
of lemonade. “John, youʼre as dumb 
as a mule and twice as ugly, but look 
at me, I did pretty well. However, 
while youʼre still signing in a ten 
oʼclock on Friday nights, Iʼm gonna 
be in college. Who knows what Iʼll 

be doing at ten.” Well, I certainly 
do. 

There is much to be said on 
the virtues of spring term. Most of 
them involve the infamous case of 
“senioritis” that seems to go around 
during the month of May. This being 
where you see seniors in a constant-
ly relaxed state playing games all the 
time. They don t̓ do work, and they 
rub it in; however, that is certainly 
warranted for what they have con-
tributed and gained from this school 

is an ineffable accomplishment. And 
as Shakespeare says, “When to the 
sessions of sweet silent thought,/ I 
summon up remembrance of things 
past.” Those things of the past which 
I summon never cease to fill me with 
sorrow, “for then do I drown an eye 
unused to flow.” The Seniors of this 
class of ʼ06 while enjoying their 
nighttime games of foursquare, are 
an inspiration and the light of this 
school. Spring Term only beckons 
for these qualities to radiate forth.

by John Gardner
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Spring time has finally come. 
The grass is green, the trees are 
coming alive, the air is warm, and 
all around lots of little animals 
are getting their freak on. Yes, 
there is an air of love surround-
ing Andover. Everybody seems to 
be coupling up this term, except, 
of course, for you. My friend, do 
not worry. Unlike the heartless 
fun-haters in Commentary, those 
involved with Features work for 
the people. After careful field re-
search, I, Dr. Cuthell, have pub-
lished my report. For those of you 
more interested in sexual activity 
than sexual tension, FEATURES 
presents Spring Dating Tips.

Is there a special girl in your 
bio class that keeps catching your 
eye? Does that girl you see before 
French class everyday have a spe-
cial place in your heart? Well, the 
first part to finding a girl at An-
dover is to pick a suitable target. 
And to be honest, pretty much 
every single girl you like is out 
of your league. Tip number one 
from Dr. Cuthell is to lower your 
standards until it becomes border-
line masochism.

Once you have a target, the 
next step is talking to your girl. 
Conversation is something that 
girls seem to care about. Calling 
her up for homework or talking 
to her after class is amateur stuff. 
Instead, try straight up asking her 
out in Commons. Girls like guys 
who are direct. If she dares to say 
no, slam your fist down on the 
table to show her that you mean 
business. Do an angry animal 
impression to show her that, like 
a grizzly bear, you donʼt take no 
for an answer. She will have to 
say yes then, because letʼs face 
it, grizzly bears wreck people. 
Another great way to talk to a 
girl is to belittle her like all the 
kids in middle school did. Call 
her fat and ugly and stupid. Then 
tell her that every time she smiles 
you die a little bit inside. She will 
be overwhelmed with the wave 
of nostalgia, and this will ensure 
you a date.

Dating at Andover is like giv-
ing a girl a diamond. Whether she 
wants to or not, after the date is 
over sheʼll pretty much have to. 
It is key to make a good impres-
sion on your date with her. Girls 
love a down to earth guy, so avoid 
fancy shmancy places like Ber-
tucciʼs, Yama, or Savour. Instead 
go to King Subs or My Brotherʼs 

pizza. During your date, be sure 
to be as disinterested as possible. 
Constantly look out the window, 
as if you are hoping for someone 
else to show up. Forget her name 
at least twice during the meal. 
Calling her names other than 
her own earns you bonus points. 
Make sure to tell her about all 
the girls you would rather go out 
with. Girls love being compared 
to girls that are prettier than they 
are because it allows them to re-
alize their own imperfections and 
improve on them. Girls also like 
a man who can hold his own at a 
restaurant. To prove your mascu-
linity, get her to split a meal with 
you and then proceed to call dibs 
on it by licking the whole thing. 
After finishing your meal, an-
nounce loudly that you have gas, 
and that you forgot you wallet. As 
she pays, walk out the door and 
leave without her. Sheʼll catch 
up.

So youʼve taken her out on a 
date, which means you have to 
seal the deal. Some guys finish 
up a date by “watching a movie.” 
Girls hate subtlety, so again, be 
direct. Tell her that even though 
she was a boring date, youʼre still 
willing to hook up with her in your 
room. If she says no, do the bear 
thing again. Remember, itʼs not 
sexual harassment if you have al-
ready taken her out. The law is on 
your side (I think). Soon enough 
youʼll have her in your room. If 
her self esteem is low enough at 
that point, you can try hooking up 
with her, but I recommend play-
ing video games first and making 
her watch. If she starts to enjoy it, 
make her clean your room. Hook 
up with her, but only if you really 
want to. Remember, thatʼs all girls 
really want, and you donʼt want to 
spoil her. At 11 or so, tell her that 
youʼre going to bed. She can let 
herself out.

The last thing you want is a 
clingy girl, and after your date, 
you need to let her know it was 
just a one-night thing. Talk as 
much trash about her as you can. 
Make up physical deformities, 
talk about how bad she is at kiss-
ing, or how lousy of a job she did 
cleaning your room. Not only will 
this discourage her from talking to 
you ever again, but it will also get 
her friends to like you. The next 
week, ask one of her friends out, 
and repeat the cycle of love. Mis-
sion Accomplished, big guy.
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        Spring Dating Tips

The Virtues of Commons
I going to talk about the vir-

tues of Commons. What are vir-
tues might you ask? Well, I did. 
And according to the Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary, virtues are “the 
power or operative influence in-
herent in a supernatural or divine 
being.” Commons a supernatural 
being? Maybe that explains why 
the omelets have a fluorescent 
glow when in darkness, though 
I doubt it. Divine being? The 
only things holy about commons 
other than the wall of religious 
announcements are the cheerios 
and bagels. HAHA. Very funny. I 
bet every six year old knows that 
joke. Moving on... I need a new 
definition. “Chastity, sexual pu-
rity, esp. on the part of women.” 

Perfect. I have never heard 
rumors of Commons having in-
tercourse with any other building, 
though Iʼm not quite in with the 
most recent gossip. I havenʼt read 
Gossip Girls or any teen maga-
zines. Except for one, which told 
me that I donʼt know my bff very 
well. 

Ah, Iʼve found it... “Superi-
ority or excellence, unusual abil-
ity, merit, or distinction, in some 
respect.” In some respect. Well, 
Commons is the best location 
where you can get free food with-
out attending some sort of lecture, 
though itʼs technically not free. 
Itʼs already paid for, and therefore 
it requires no more payment. 

On the other hand, the only 
food Iʼve ever eaten in Underwood 
was the result of a long and bor-
ing meeting for a club that I care 
nothing about. I was just hungry. 
I bet if I had shown enough leg, I 

could have just taken the food and 
left unquestioned. Most meetings 
you donʼt even get food though. 

 2% of our student popula-
tion doesnʼt eat at Commons. 
So, thereʼs a lot left. Something 
close to 1,000 kids. I donʼt know, 
I donʼt care about the exact num-
ber. Actually, I have OCD, I kind 
of do care, but I donʼt have time 
today. 1,000 kids eating at least 
two meals. I would say around 
400 eating 3. So, thatʼs 2.4*1,000, 
2,400 meals Commons has to 
serve.  Letʼs say people eat two 
pieces of the main course, and a 
bowl of the random food. Thatʼs a 
lot of food. I know youʼve never 
cooked this much for five days 

straight at home. Then, on week-
ends, I would say .only 750 kids 
eating brunch, and maybe 500 
eating dinner. Essentially (by the 
way, all this is like a left side es-
timation integration thing of an 
increasing function. That means 
that itʼs an underestimate.). Mak-
ing all this food is significant, and 
worthy of praise. Itʼs laudable. 
Yay Latin. 

These are general statistics. 
There are always fluctuations 
based on what is on the menu, 
what time All School got out, etc. 
A friend of mine told me her rule 
about Commons food: anything 
with a verb in it is something to 
stay away from. That and donʼt 

eat the fish. Now, I disagree. I like 
the fish. With a lot of tartar sauce. 
And I think the verb rule should 
have an adjective corollary: any-
thing with two or more modifiers 
is something to steer clear of. An 
adverb just means they screwed 
up the name and forgot the verb. 
Nouns are acceptable.

Know assumptions, no as-
sumptions. Chris, while wearing 
your geek hat and sporting some 
nerdy t-shirt, you can go over and 
eat in Lower Right, itʼs okay. Or, 
Chris, wearing your pants so far 
down your rear that I can see your 
skin under your boxers, itʼs okay 
to eat in Upper Left and to scare 
all the faculty members  ̓children. 
I donʼt know anything about Up-
per Right. Except continuous 
dining. Which, by the way, was 
closed yesterday. I was quite dis-
appointed by this. The schism be-
tween the dining halls is continu-
ously growing. My friend has only 
been over to Lower Right twice in 
his three years at Andover. One of 
those was two weeks ago. Lower 
Left is really homey. If youʼre not 
cool, come over here, because 
here, you rule. 

Okay, before I get into any 
dicey stuff, Iʼll just drop it. By 
the way, I think they changed the 
salad bar. Is this true? They had 
bamboo or something? I donʼt 
know. If it doesnʼt have actin and 
myosin in it, I typically avoid it.

You know, I just want to throw 
this out there. Iʼm lactose intoler-
ant. I have pills for this. Lactase 
enzymes. I decided to rebuild my 
tolerance. Stupid. But you know, 
soymilk, it just doesnʼt cut it. And 
Life with water is just gross. Rice 
Krispies are good, but not as good 
as Frosted Flakes. You know what 
they are... theyʼre mediocre.

by Chris Pohlmeyer
FEATURES RAMBLING DIATRIBE

J. Yi/The Phillipian
GRR Features hungry!!

Iʼm supposed to tell you 
about the Great Lawn. Having 
no particularly strong opin-
ions of my own, and having a 
SUPREMELY IRRITATING 
dorm-mate cracking her vari-
ous JOINTS in CLOSE PROX-
IMITY to my poor aching head 
(which makes it quite DIFFI-
CULT to CONCENTRATE), 
Iʼve decided to ask other people 
how they feel.

Jared Cheatham ʻ07 says, 
“Itʼs very big and brown and 
during the winter, itʼs dead.” 
Thank you for your insight. 
Clearly our informant has 
had too much “work” and not 
enough “sleep” this week.

When asked how she felt 
about the Great Lawn, Sara 
Wallace ʼ08 replied, “I think 
it could be greener...” Jared 
Cheatham agrees that this is 
“totally true.”

When asked how she felt 
about the Great Lawn, Atima 
Lui ʼ08 replied, “What do you 
mean?” When prompted to say 

something funny, she said, “I 
think itʼs bad for people to have 
that fear of big open spaces.” 
(It should be noted that Atima 
is frightened of dots to the ex-
tent that she doesnʼt like to sit 
on beaches with sand, let alone 
grass with bugs.) I, for one, 
agree. Agoraphobia can strike 
at any moment and have disas-
trous, even deadly effects, even 
though friendly open spaces 
rarely tend towards deadly ex-
periences, unless maybe youʼre 
on a safari and get eaten by a 
hippo. Alas, there are no hippos 
on the Great Lawn. So, my dar-
ling agoraphobes, fear not! For 
the Great Lawn is kind. Really, 
the only thing that is mildly 
offensive about it is its shape 
– a cross – and only because it 
doesnʼt fully represent the re-
ligious and spiritual diversity 
that we are so blessed with here 
at Andover. Shame, oh shame.

The Great Lawn is useful for 
a great many things, namely, for 
seniors to frolic on and the rest 
of us to study on (with diffi-
culty, given the croquet mallet-
wielding seniors). Sadly, these 
two things, in conjunction, can 
oftentimes lead to great mishap. 

Consider the situation: myself, 
innocently sitting on my (very 
attractive) pink-and-green 
flowered towel, trying val-
iantly to do my Chem reading. 
Interrupting my studious aspi-
rations were several seniors or 
otherwise work-less young lads 
playing golf with tennis balls. 
Apparently their objective was 
to hit the glass doors of Gelb 
in the fewest number of strokes 
– why, I couldnʼt tell you. Hav-
ing been assured that I was not 
in the slightest in the path of 
their violently ricocheting ten-
nis balls, I returned to my read-
ing, albeit with some difficulty, 
given said close proximity of 
tennis balls at high velocity. A 
few moments pass, and THEN 
– a loud clang, yell, and a ten-
nis ball shoots by (quite close 
to my small and frightened 
self), disturbing my heightened 
state of focus. This is the part 
where I leave. 

Or rather the part where I 
run screaming into the wilder-
ness until I get tired and/or 
lost, then find a cave to hide in, 
rolled up into a ball and hug-
ging my knees to my chest, 
shivering in terror. 

Gina Kim ʼ07 feels “super” 
about the Great Lawn. (“Of 
course she does; thatʼs her fa-
vorite word. Iʼve even started 
saying it. Itʼs super. WHY AM 
I SAYING SUPER!??!” says 
Cara Folkman ʼ08) I am con-
fident that, if I were to survey 
the rest of the campus (using 
one of those highly conclusive 
surveys that we all seem to en-
joy so much), that we would 
see that this is the general con-
sensus among the student body. 
So please, administration, donʼt 
take away our Great Lawn, like 
you took away our south side 
exit from the library terrace and 
our burning A and numerous 
other grievances which seem 
to have slipped my mind at the 
moment, but Iʼm sure exist.

And I would like to close 
with these poetic, poetic 
words:

O Lawn
you are pretty Great,
better than Chem
at any rate.

by Blaine Johnson
FEATURES FOUR STAGES

Revealing her formerly well-concealed bovine nature, Blaine 
Johnson ʼ08 grazes on the Lawn.

J. Gully/The Phillipian

Q:“It s̓ Senior 
Spring and I want 
to party. How can 
I not get caught?”

A: Youʼre 
in luck. Iʼm an 
expert in the field. 
I have developed 
many solutions to 
avoid detection 

and party crashing under my com-
pany, “Fun Times by Bartz.”

A number of these devices will 
be featured in the summer block-
buster M:i:III about Ethan Hunt 
and the third impossible mission. 
Iʼm sure you have seen some of its 
marketing campaigns. The only way 
you could miss them is if you were 
actually blind.

The first device came from an 
idea I had when reading an obscure, 
unknown, unpopular, fantasy book. 
I call it the “Invisibility Cloak,” but 
this isn t̓ your everyday invisibility 
cloak, it s̓ bigger, in fact it s̓ large 
enough to cover an entire room. You 
put this cloak up on your walls like 
a poster. It can even be applied using 
UHU-tac so you don t̓ incur a major 
expense for damages at the end of 
the year. When your house counselor 
comes upstairs to check and make 
sure you aren t̓ toking up, he will not 
see anything in your room. It may 
look a little conspicuous to not have 
a single object in your room, but, 
hey, at least you won t̓ get caught.

The other device is an over-the-
counter drug sold under the brand 
name “Boozarius.” The drug is very 
expensive and should be used only 
under desperate measures. What the 
drug does is neutralize any effects 
alcohol has had on you in the past six 
hours. So say your house counselor 
walks in your room and you are 
downing your 7th “Poland Springs” 
with everyone in your room yelling, 
“GO, GO, GO!” Your HC asks you 
what the heck you are doing. Before 
you respond you discreetly swallow 
a Boozarius, then you reply, “Just 
drinking some water. Iʼm thirsty as a 
dog” Your friends all slip a Boozari-
us down and you agree to any tests 
to prove innocence. Tada! You are all 
free from any trouble. (Disclaimer: 
The side effects of Boozarius are 
drowsiness, cannibalistic tendencies, 
and rapid obesity. Continued use 
may result in impotency, extreme 
stupidity, and bird flu.)

The only problem with Boozari-
us is the unconsumed alcohol and I 
am still working on an Alka-Seltzer 
like tablet to drop in drinks and turn 
alcohol into water. Look for this in 
the near future.

Without these products from 
“Fun Times by Bartz,” your senior 
spring will be as dull as daytime TV, 
and who wants that?

Your loving friend,
 
  Bartz

“Dating at Andover is like giving a girl a diamond. 
Whether she wants to or not, after the date is over sheʼll 
pretty much have to.”

S. Middlebrook/The Phillipian
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PA Dueling Chosen as New Recreational
Sport;   Popular with Large Group of Students 

This term, Phillips Academy 
decided to add another sport to its 
varsity ranks.  Along with Varsity 
Ultimate Frisbee, Andover will 
now compete interscholastically 
in Varsity Dueling. 

A hybrid of fencing and 
murder, this sport is without a 
doubt the most dangerous that 
the Academy has to offer, and its 
fierce and brutal nature is only 
matched by its reasons for being 
created.  

The brainchild behind Varsity 
Dueling (or “Kill Team,” as the 
members of this elite group so 
aptly refer to themselves) was 
none other than Jared Cheatham 
ʼ07.  Cheatham said of his 
inclinations to form a new varsity 
sport: “Well to be honest, it all 
started when I was nine.  Daddy 
wouldnʼt let me play with the 
other kids and... (Inaudible 
crying/ yelping; the only words 
I could make out were ʻNOT 
THERE, NOT THERE!ʼ)... That 
and the fact that Ultimate recently 
became a Varsity sport and I felt 
left out.  I guess you could say it 
was the ʻemo  ̓in me.” 

In order to become a Varsity 
sport, the school mandates (and 
I do mean MANdates) that the 
club in question meet strict 
requirements and specifications 
for certification.  In Duelingʼs 
case, because there was no 
prerequisite for this sport, the 
school stated that fencing (the 
sportʼs former identity) had to be 
made “more respectable;” they 
did not give any reasons for such 
changes, but simply ended their 
statement by saying “more blood 
would be nice.” 

Cheatham was initially 
puzzled by these words, but 
eventually took them to heart 
and proposed that the fencers 
take their skills to a whole new 
level.  His ideas took flight when 
samurai swords donated by Sensei 
Shimazu replaced the regulation 

weight foils that had previously 
been in use.  Cheatham said that 
he saw an immediate change in 
the respectability and overall 
worth of the club.  The school was 
quick to recognize this change, 
and immediately deemed the club 
as qualified of becoming a Varsity 
Sport.  

PA Dueling recently won its 
first match against rival Phillips 
Exeter Academy.  On the win, 
Co-Captain Billy Cannon 
commented: “YEAH, weʼre 
number one! EXETER HAS 
BEEN BLASTED! Let the blood 
rain down from the heavens like 
the tears of Zeus!” Cannon won 
his match when his opponent 
failed to sustain consciousness 
for 30 consecutive seconds due 
to excessive blood loss and head 
trauma. 

Currently, Varsity Dueling 
is spreading across campus like 
the Black Death across feudal 
Europe.  There are many reasons 

for the popularity of the sport. 
One of these reasons is the sportʼs 
pure “manliciousness.” 

Competitors get to miss 
Monday classes in order to 
heal wounds suffered during 
competition. In addition, students 
no longer have to travel to 
Lawrence to kill a classmate.  PA 
Dueling has about 30 members, 
a number that fluctuates from 
match to match due to the nature 
of the sport.  

Dueling is still waiting for a 
female competitor, and Cheatham 
has said from the beginning 
that any and all are welcome. 
However, girls seem incapable 
of comprehending the major 
concepts of the sport. The team is 
currently looking for a manager to 
fulfill rudimentary duties such as 
scrubbing the blood of the fallen 
off of the mats and shining the 
swords of all competitors. Apply 
if interested.  

R. Rogers/The Phillipian
Varsity Dueling has received much attention as of late.

PEARSON HALL- A recent 
effort to crackdown on campus theft 
has led to the discovery of a hobo 
village in the so-called “secret” 
tunnels between Morse and Pearson 
Halls. Based on an anonymous tip, 
PAPS officers searched the basement 
of Pearson last Friday for suspicious 
activity. 

“I thought it was strange when 
I found empty bottles of Olde 
English and the overwhelming 
stench of hobos,” one PAPS officer, 
who asked to remain anonymous, 
explained. “At first I figured that 
the student alcoholics had returned 
to their old shenanigans, but then I 
came across a sign that read ‘Hobo 
Village in Hurr’. Call it cop’s 
instinct, but I knew something was 
in that tunnel.” 

On Friday night a team of 
professional hobo hunters opened the 
tunnel, only to discover that a small 
village of no less than fifty hobos 
had been thriving for an unknown 
amount of time. Needless to say, the 
hobo hunters were shocked. 

“It’s unbelievable that so many 
hobos have lived there unnoticed 
for so long,” hobo hunter and 
Exeter Alumnus Lance Manthrob 
commented. “It seems that the 
hobos have created a culture of 
thievery, violence, alcoholism and 
poorly timed urination. They even 
have a shrine devoted to their god, 
The Blackman.” 

Indeed, a fairly sophisticated 
culture has arisen from the hobo 
village. Hobos are trained from 
a very young age to embrace the 
ways of the hobo. Rites of passage 

weed out the homeless from the true 
hobos. The chug challenge starts 
on a hobo’s tenth birthday, where 
he must chug a 40 of King Cobra. 
Every birthday that follows will 
strengthen his chugging abilities. It 
is not uncommon for 18 year old 
hobos to chug Drain-O and diesel. 
Young hobos are also trained in the 
arts of dumpster diving and tailoring 
using newspapers and trash bags. 

The village itself is fairly 
simple, with all the basic necessities. 
There is a sleeping nest, a mix of 
trash bags, unread arts sections from 
the Phillipian and hobos, a liquor 
stockpile of booze stolen from 
student dorms, a fighting arena, 
and a sculpture of the hobo god, a 

well dressed hobo known only as 
The Blackman. Little is known of 
The Blackman, but he seems to 
exemplify the hobo life, not out of 
necessity but by choice. The statue, 
as well as the rest of the village, 
smells like a mix of rubbing alcohol 
and New Jersey. 

The discovery of this village 
seems to have come just in time. 
Missing Commons bowls, plates 
and silverware have been located 
therein. Empty alcohol bottles found 
by house counselors have been finger 
printed and matched up to a number 
of hobos from the hobo village. 
Several hobos have confessed to 
sneaking into commons and ruining 
the waffle makers.

“We are relieved,” an 
administration figurehead stated, 
“to discover that all of these bad 
happenings on campus are really 
just the result of dirty hobos. The 
hobos will be dealt with in an 
appropriate manner, and the we will 
move on.” On Tuesday, the tunnel 
was gassed, and  survivors were 
packed on to a bus, and driven off 
campus to an unknown location. The 
administration gives its assurance 
that the hobos will be treated in the 
most humane manner possible. In 
other news, Aramark is proud to 
announce that they will be replacing 
our current Common’s staff with a 
new team of fifty or so highly trained 
Aramark employees. 

 Hobos Discovered in “Secret” Tunnels;
Shrines to Demigod “The Blackman”  Also Found   

Courtesy of E. Estevez
Hobos such as these were coerced from the Pearson-Morse tunnels on Tuesday.

In this yearʼs Olym-
pic Games, the International 
Olympic Committee, headed 
by Jacques Rogge, had to deal 
with a staggering number of 
new issues.  Hundreds of pro-
posals for new Olympic sports 
flooded their headquarters, 
each thoroughly analyzed and 
most likely dismissed as ʻin-
appropriate for the Gamesʼ.  
In recent years, sports such as 
snowboarding have been added 
to the Olympics, so there is al-
ways hope for new sports.

Luckily, through this news-
paperʼs great connections, this 
field reporter was able to get 
his hands on the coveted “Re-
jected Proposals for Olympic 
Sports” file.  

Within the thick manila 
folder lay a few of the strangest 
sporting competition ideas ever 
conceived, and strangely, a na-
ked picture of President Rogge.  
I guess thatʼs why he smiled at 
me and winked when he slid the 
folder across the table to me at 
our meeting.

The file talks of so many 
innovative sports that only a 
few can be discussed within 
this article (for space purposes, 
and because many of the events 
are too filthy to be depicted in 
print).

Seal Hunting, suggested by 
a man from Norway, would con-
sist of men paddling through icy 
waters in canoes and throwing 
spears at seals.  It was rejected 
because the IOC did not want 
to choose Olympic host cities 
“based on their seal populations 
or their hunting regulations.”

Hobo stamina, an event pro-
posed by a New York City man 
whose envelopeʼs return address 
simply said “the park” could 
be deemed an ʻextreme  ̓ sport.  
In it, hobos from all across 
the globe, dressed in their na-
tive rags and numerous pairs 
of pants, would brave the cold 
during frigid winter nights.  The 
last hobo alive would be named 
Olympic champion!  The IOC 
rejected this sport fearing “the 
gold medals would be pawned, 

and the money then used to buy 
alcohol.”

Snowplowing was also pro-
posed, this time by a group of 
men from Canada.  The event 
would serve as both an athletic 
competition and as a service 
to the city hosting the games.  
The IOC claimed it did not 
“want to be involved with the 
rumored steroid problem facing 
the snowplowing community.”  
It was rejected for the Torino 
Olympics, but will be discussed 
for Vancouver 2012 because of 
the sportʼs Canadian origin.  

The Yellow Snow Art-
ist competition, anonymously 
suggested, was quickly turned 
down.  The IOC, in its report, 
commented, “First of all, dis-
gusting. And we donʼt do art 
competitions; this is the Olym-
pics, dammit.” 

Snowball fighting was also 
turned down, despite a strong 
proposal from an American 
man.  The IOC said, “Snowball 
fights would be a great deal 
of fun, but there would be too 
many variables in the game.  
For instance, would forts be al-
lowed?  Would there be penal-

ties for head shots?  And most 
importantly, how do you win a 
snowball fight?”

Other rejected sports in-
cluded:  Bob Costas Imper-
sonating, Snowmobile racing, 
Blind People Skiing, Chairlift 
Operating, Drug Testing, Ice 
Sculpting, and Curling (what-
ever that is).  

Also found in the report 
were ideas for improving cur-
rent Olympic sports.  One man 
wanted to see speed skating 
with less sexually suggestive 
uniforms, while another person 
submitted the idea for bobsled-
ding without people, just shov-
ing the empty sled down the icy 
track.

The IOC encourages any 
other ideas for Olympic sports, 
but would like the public to 
know it does not want any “sil-
ly, boorish, games imposing on 
its rich tradition.”  

So with these smart deci-
sions, the Olympics will likely 
preserve a long legacy of great-
ness through such sensible 
sports as skiing, skating, and 
shooting targets with a rifle 
while cross country skiing.

R. Rogers/The Phillipian
Unfortunately for James R. Kelly ʼ06, long distance sneezing 
will not be featured in the Olympics this year. 

Sorry Jimmy,
this is the only ad 

space 25 food stamps 
could buy! Have a 

great time in college!

- Love Mom 
&Dad
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10. Dan Bacon ʼ06 is admitted into 
The Basketball Hall of Fame

9. Batman dies of Avian Flu

8. Andres Bobadilla ʼ06 finally gets 
sick of 

getting trashed on by the Features sec-
tion  

7. Dave Cuthell ʼ07 hooks up with a 
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6. Tanner Kaufman ʼ06 turns emo and 
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“Rainbows Look Like Frowns” 
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4. Jared Cheatham ʼ07 hits puberty
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eogame of all time

2. Gunga gets arrested

1. ʼ06 Graduates!

by Dave Cuthell
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FEATURES VARSITY LIFER



Andrew S Appolonia- Has 
started an organic apple farm-
ing business. Appolonia Apples 
are said to be the “manliest” on 
earth.
Daniel H Adamsky- Invented 
a mode of transportation for 
nuclear particles called the 
“Atom-ski.”
Ford T Anderson- Spokesper-
son for the Ford Motor Com-
pany where his motto is “Ford 
knows Fords!”
Gracia M Angulo- After 
graduating from Harvard, 
Gracia discovered an angle be-
tween obtuse and right known 
as Graciaʼs Angulo.
Jessica D Acosta- Still on SYA 
in Acosta Rica.
Kassie M Archambault- Has 
usurped Chyna as best female 
wrestler ever.
Katherine G Adams- Lives in 
a barrel of monkeys.
Morgan T Abraham- Dropped 
out of college and invented a 
female version of Viagra known 
as “Morgasm.”
Parla E Alpan- Set a record for 
goals by a female water polo 
player in the summer Olympics, 
but failed her drug test.
Thomas F Arrigg- Is now in 
his 30th PG Year. I guess heʼs 
pretty good at baseball.
Whitney K Annicelli- Is a 
bounty hunter.
Andres E Bobadilla-  Is in 
prison for money launder-
ing.  He fl ed to the Domini-
can Republic and was safe 
for many years; however, his 
whereabouts were given up in a 
Features article.
Andrew Y Badger- Lives un-
derground. He is partially blind.
Daniel A Bacon- is still very, 
very tall.
Desmond H Bonhomme-Isa-
iah- Shot 50 Cent 9 more times.
Dina S Burkitbayeva- Became 
a paleontologist.  She recently 
discovered an original prehis-
toric being dubbed the “dina-
saurus-rex.”
Eliza S Burns- Has taken over 
for C. Montgomery Burns as 
token rich miser of Springfi eld.
Emily E Brenner- replaced 
Chuck Norris as the star of 
Walker Texas Ranger
Felicity R Bloom- Married An-
drew Yoon.  Their daughterʼs 
name is Wunsina Bloom-Yoon
Jeffrey G Bakkensen- Won 
contest for having the most 
ridiculous belly button in 2012.  
Been living off margins ever 
since.
Jin Soo Baek- Stole your bike.
John Badman- Still writes for 
Features.  Still a bad, bad man.
Kevin F Burke- Khaki Burke 
is the franchise.
Maria A Blackwood- Killed a 
man with a trident once.
Matthew R Boylan- Holds the 
world record for most time with 
hands down pants.
Michael J Bourbeau- Invented 
a new fl avor of wine called 
Bourbeau.  People bought it 
only because they thought it 
was Bordeaux.
Nicholas B Bowen- Became 
the youngest man to climb 
Mount Everest.  BACK-
WARDS!
Rashmi Bhat- Is a director of 
Jewess coming of age ceremo-
nies. Bhatʼs Bat Mitzvahs are 
the best.
Alejandro M Castro- Killed in 
a military coup due to confu-
sion between him and the 
Cuban leader.
Alexander G Campbell- After 
retiring from the MLS at age 
22, Campbell started an emo 
band called “I Never Smile.”
Alina A Chen- Became the fi rst 
woman to eat a baby seal whole 
and live.
Andrea R Coravos- Is married 
to Brendan de Brun. 
Anthony V Christiano– Be-
came a butt model.
Aretha Y Choi- Has invented a 
soy sauce substitute, known as 
Choi sauce. 
Ashley J Calhoun- Became a 
Buddhist monk.
Bradford J Colbert- is a 
Bubba Sparxxx groupie.
Brendan R Cox- Athletic 
Trainer at Andover.
Catherine M Castillo- Is a 
backup dancer in Rihannaʼs 
new video.
Christopher G Cahill- Has yet 
to Graduate from Yale.
Claire A Collery- Being 
sketchy somewhere.

Colin M Calabrese- Manages 
Harrisonʼs Roast Beef.
Constantin Calavrezos- Mod-
els for Playgirl. His last article 
was titled “Constantinipples.”
Daniel A Clark- Is now the 
Head Coach of PA JV hockey.
David K Clark- In accordance 
with Meganʼs Law, we have to 
tell you that David is a regis-
tered Level 3 Sex Offender.
Emily E Chappell- Married 
Spencer Johnson and started an 
emu farm.  Not very successful.
Erika T Chow- Won the Ulti-
mate Fighting Championship.
Hannah P Comeau- Coma.
Jeffrey P Cutts- Lost his voice 
forever.
Jerry H Chao- Began a funda-
mentalist movement known as 
the chao-s party.
Jonathan L Cahill- Replaced 
Ryu in Street fi ghter.
Katherine Chen- Prefers to be 
called “Kitty-Kat.”
Katherine R Connors- Steals 
clothes from the homeless.
Melissa K Chiozzi- Married 
Ryley OʼBrien ʼ07.  Their 
children eat corned beef and 
spaghetti and meatballs every 
night for dinner.
Michael R Crivaro- Races 
Monster trucks at the speed of 
light...  BACKWARDS!
Nicholas T Cohn- Pumps Gas 
at the Mobil station around the 
corner.
Robert L Constantine- Suc-
ceeded from the United States 
and formed his own country 
called Constantinople.
Samuel C Cartmell- Regrets 
quitting crew.
Tanisha D Colon-Bibb- Still 
lives in Smith House.  Fre-
quents the Ryley dances but the 
new students fi nd her a little 
creepy.
Brendan J de Brun- Married 
to Andrea Coravos.
Derek E de Svastich- Married 
rich.
Emma M Dorsey- Lives under 
the bed.
Jordan L Dietsch- Dug a 
hole in her backyard 20 years 
ago.  She put a sign on top of 
it reading: “No one may enter 
Dietschʼs niche;” hasnʼt been 
seen since.
Lindsay E Dewhirst- Is now a 
library proctor; revolutionized 
the “Dewey-Dewhirst Decimal 
System.”
Lisa C Donchak- Runs the 
Andover Theater Program.  She 
just never really left it behind.
Martha E Durant- Started 
her own all female rock group 
called “Durant-Durant”
Rose L duPont- Races stock 
cars with Jeff Gordon for du-
Pont motor sports.
Sarah E Dowd- Flew to the 
moon in 2025, never came 
back.
Sophia G Dafi none- lost hear-
ing in an ear now she is: Daf 
in one.
Thomas M Dignard- is the 
most popular kid ever.  He has 
his own television talk show 
where he mingles with the 
likes of Regis Philbin and other 
celebrity talking heads.  He is 
known for his incredible people 
skills and eloquence
Tobey H Duble- Cloned her-
self, and refers to the twin as 
Duble Truble.
Whitney C Dublin- Married 
P. Diddy.  She now lives in a 
castle in Ireland as part of his 
harem.
Chioma O Erondu- Went to 
a really good college I guess.  
She does something really 
important now.  
Jacob F Edwards- CAVEMAN 
NO FUTURE!
Megan A Evans- Joined the 
U.S. Ski Team.  
Mgbechi U Erondu- After 
going 11 for 11 in her college 
search, Mbechi amounted to 
nothing.  Way to be, genius.
Paul D Engelhardt-  Is an an-
gry old curmudgeon who kicks 
kittens.
Brian Foye- Became an inte-
rior designer. Foyeʼs Foyers are 
the best in town.
Charles A Frentz-  Works for 
the G.O.P.
Claire A Fox- Veterinarian?
Connor D Flynn- Started a 
gang, but was schooled by the 
Warriors. 
Eliot E Fearey- Is still not as 
cool as her brother Jack.
Elizabeth L Finnegan- Won 
the title of “Lord of the Dance” 

in an epic hoedown that took 
place at the edge of the Death-
star.  In a whirling dervish of 
Irish culture, Finnegan knocked 
her competitor off the Death-
star only to fi nd out that it was 
her own father Patrick OʼShea 
Finnegan.
Emily J Frumberg- Married 
Bill Lumberg from offi ce space.
Jeannette S Francis- Moved to 
France with her cousin Mo-
nique.
Jonathan Figueroa- Set a 
world record by eating the most 
fi g newtons ever.
Katherine M Faulkner- Mar-
ried Pete Smith ʼ07.  They have 
an island home, and every day 
she swims across the lake to get 
Pete food.  She then proceeds 
to row back and deliver this 
food to him.
Laura A Ferraro- Her and 
Tom Tassinari have a Ferrari. 
And a trailer.
Mason J Fried- Fried.
Matthew W Fernandez- Run-
ning through my dreams.
Young Fei- Died of old age.
Ana Garcia- Dropped out of 
college, and got way into the 
2010ʼs.  She soon became a 
Dead head, and convinced all 
of her friends that she was mar-
ried to Jerry.
Andrew J Glasrud- Premier 
of China.  Mia Kanak is his 
footstool.
Anichya N Gujral- Become a 
Pokemon known as Nichachu.  
His special move is the whiny 
moan, which slowly bores his 
enemy into submersion.
Brendan D Gallagher- Is that 
guy in the park who asks if you 
want to see his van.
Daniel G Gabel- Editor of the 
Weekly World News.
David A Giller- never left cam-
pus.  He lurks in the sanctuary 
and preys on joggers.
Dylan M Green- Whiffl eball 
pitching champion.
Harrison B Greer- Married 
Angelina Jolie.  Is currently off 
saving the world somewhere.
Kevin J Gould- Inherited the 
Tyco fortune.  Went to jail for 
embezzling funds.  He totally 
deserved it.
Kira R Gendlerman- House-
wife.
Michael Galaburda- Takes 
over as Big Bird on Sesame 
Street
Randy A Garcia- Wrestles 
chipmunks for acorns.
Sarah B Gershkon- Curator of 
the Peabody Museum. 
Terrence C Green- It ainʼt 
easy being Terrence Green.
Thomas P Gebremedhin- 
Competitive eating champion.
William D Gage- Got the avian 
fl u from eating too much duck.
Alison M Holliday- Still looks 
the same.
Alyssa A Hill- Is a member of 
the X-men.
Andrew A Hsiao- Got funky on 
his violin.  Joined ZOX.
Andrew Hung- Horse trainer.
Anna S Ho- Woman of the 
night.
Blake R Hawk- Got really 
into bird watching his senior 
year.  Was last seen sitting in a 
nest on top of Commons.  His 
whereabouts are now unknown.
Blake Z Hinckley- Married 
to Kate Foley.  Their children 
range from 4ʼ2” to 7ʼ9”.  
Brittany B Hipps- Backup 
dancer for Shakira.  Her Hipps 
donʼt lie.
Charles E Houghton- Running 
across the border. Not even the 
Royal Canadian Mounties can 
stop him.
David T Heighington- CEO of 
Heineken Beer.
Eliza J Hartrich- Writing 
Grammar Books.  K-5 children 
hate her.
Eunice Hong-Is a TV repair-
man.
Grace Ha- Lives in a house 
made of Origami.
Gregory P Hsu- Arrested by 
the police for poking too many 
people.
Jae K Han- Illegal Govern-
ment Ninja.
Jane P Henningsen- Is a 
Dominatrix.  Enjoys yelling at 
people.
Karl J Hirt- Brings the “Hirt.”  
Daily and Nightly.
Laura S Herrmann- Enjoys 
weinerschnitzel, and other 
aspects of German culture.
Rebecca J Howe- Succeeded 
Mr. Spratler as head librarian.

Samuel T Hall- Fought the 
Incan Monkey God and lost.
Sean Hamilton- They call him 
Aaron Burr the way he drops 
Hamiltons.
Susan S Ho- Fʼsho! 
Tom J Han- Cleans toilets at 
the White House.
Wilmy Hidalgo- Maintains 
Whitehouse.com.
Karinna Iniguez- Makes 
charm bracelets out of human 
bones.
Merzudin Ibric- Is the old-
est cast member of the local 
childrenʼs program ZOOM.
Priscilla P IʼAnson- Devel-
oped a nervous twitch at age 
20, and has been committed to 
a mental asylum ever since.
Rachel C Isaacs- Trying to 
imitate Sir Isaac Newtonʼs 
famous experiment, she died 
when a really big apple fell on 
her head. 
Faaez H Jafarey- Hunts Buf-
falo in the wilds of Africa.  
Water Buffalo.
Frederick S Johnson- Is a 
principal at a school for way-
ward girls.
Jevan N Jammal- Beatboxes 
on the streets of New York.
Julian J Jacobson- Fought 
with Jevan to gain the honor of 
being the only street rapper to a 
J alliteration in their name.
Pawina Jiramongkolchai- 
Makes Christmas light bulbs 
for underprivileged children.
Alyse J Kennedy- started a 
girlʼs lacrosse team called “Iron 
Sisterhood.”
Benjamin M Kuller– Owns a 
refridgerator company
Choc-Ji A Kim- Went to Korea 
to overthow Kim Jong Il
Edwin S Kulubya- Was ad-
opted by Will Smith
Emma K King- Wrote a best 
selling novels entitled “The Lit-
tlest Butterfl y.”
Faisal Kassam- Began a chain 
of fl ower stores
James F Kelly- Became a 
professional R. Kelly imper-
sonator.
Margaret M Kelly- Married 
James because she liked her 
last name.
Matthew P Kahn-Changed his 
name to Ghengis.
Mia M Kanak- Opened a dojo 
in Kyushu. 
Molly H King- Saved the 
whales.
Parag Khandelwal- Found his 
passion in ballet.
Peter J Kalmakis- Shaved 
his head and founded a leper 
colony.
Simon C Keyes- Became a 
communist after visiting Cuba.
Sung H Kim- Is bankrupt and 
currently wanted by the English 
government.
Tanner D Kaufman- Became 
a salsa dancer simply known as 
“The Pepper.”
Todd C Kwao-vovo- Starred in 
“Drumline 2.”
Victor C Kim- Is still writ-
ing angry columns abusing the 
word “powerchord.”
Warakorn Kulalert- Owns 
half of Thailand.
Benjamin A Lasman- Became 
sick of music and attempted to 
burn down the Julliard School.
Benjamin J Levenback- Owns 
Wal-mart.
Bryan J Lee- Bench pressed a 
water buffalo.
Caroline P Levin- Now lives 
in Compton with her son, 
Anferny.
Erin M Lanzo- Is a car thief 
in Italy.
Jamie L Love- Went wild after 
going to Cancun
Jennifer Lee- Is a professional 
crew coach.
John R Lippe- Became a hand 
model.
Joseph T Lokitis- Is a dis-
gruntled NRA member with a 
mustache.
Julia M Littlefi eld- Moved to 
Vermont... in a little fi eld.
Justin C Lee- Exploded from 
lifting too much weight.
Lauren A LaHue- Is still lost 
in translation.
Lynette C Lee- Hunted down 
Justin Lee and staged his death.
Maria N Lechtarova- Won an 
award for most Russina-esque 
last name.
Michael Li- Killed Andre 
Agassi in a jealous rage.
Sarah T Linnemann- Is still a 
pen pal coordinator.
Wynne J Lam- Discovered his 
mutant powers and is currently 

fi ghting crime.
Yuzhe Liu- Starred in a Ste-
phen Chow movie.
Cynthia R Matiz- Accidently 
blew up her stove.
Domenic P Minicucci- Still has 
nightmares about hamsters.
Domenica M MacNaughton- 
Is a freelance assassin.
Emily L McKinney- Climbed 
Mount McKinley, and fell off.
Emily R Mortara- Became a 
character in a Mortal Combat 
game.
Fahad S Missmar- Grew a 5 
foot beard
Gordon D Murphy- Profes-
sionally breeds bunnies.
Haruka Maruyama- Had a 
samurai duel with William 
Matsumoto.
Ingrid M Murra- Enjoys being 
a professional acrobatic clown 
in the circus.
Jennifer E Meacham- Ate too 
much SPAM one day, and sued 
the company.
John Paul Martignetti- Now 
works for his cousin Vinny.
Kendall M Massengill- Staged 
a bloody coup.
Kevin J McCarthy- Now owns 
Microsoft.
Lindsay A Moramarco- Is a 
famous wine baroness.
Lindsay E McLellan- Became 
mayor of North Andover
Margaret M Moore- Dated 
both Wolverine and Saber-
tooth, causing a blood feud
Megan N Montecalvo- Opened 
Motel Montecalvo.
Melissa A McDonald- Is still 
lovin  ̓it.
Michael J McMahon- Became 
a male nurse.
Michael R Monaco- Is now 
McMahonʼs boss.
Olivia F Mascheroni- First 
Lady to President Kumar.
Pumelele L Maqubela- Does 
commercials for Power-ade.
Rory G MacRae- Is still an 
angry Scotsman.
Sarah A McLean- Married 
Mr.Clean.
Scott A Morgan- Still dresses 
up like spiderman on Sundays.
Wesley K Mui- Is now called 
“ironfoot”.
James S Neuwirth- Swam the 
Atlantic and evolved into a 
Mer-man.
Mario A Noyola- Still does 
those weird upside-down pull-
ups in the gym.
My Khanh Ngo- Became khan-
ate of the golden horde.
Stacy A Naughton- Still loves 
her little brother.
Alison M Occhiuti- Is still a 
cutie.
Andrew S Ostroff- Bought an 
ostrich farm in Switzerland.
Isaac M Opper- Became a 
pauper.
Kevin O Olusola- Accepted 
a role as the sax man on the 
Simpsons
Lauren E Owen- Is a professor 
at Smith College
Thereza V Osias- Is now 
worshipped as the Sun God of 
Egypt.
Amy C Prosper- Changed her 
last name to PROSSPAAHH.
Andrew H Park- Became a 
nightclub owner in Manhattan.
Aurore M Paris- Lives under 
the Eiffel tower.
Caroline R Pires- Became a 
pyromaniac
Clinton R Prospere- Mysteri-
ously shrunk one day.
Emily Pollokoff- Currently 
lives on her yacht in the middle 
of Lake Michigan.
George W Pratt- Unleashed 
his DDR powers and took over 
the world.
Gregory T Pucillo- Now owns 
35 sweatshops across Malaysia.
Jacqueline E Price-  Found 
she was the daughter of Vin-
cent.
Maxwell F Parsons- Lives on 
the moon and watches us with 
his all seeing eye.
Milbry C Polk-Bauman- Has 
continual cases of the Mondays.
Alex J Ricotta- Died of a 
cheese overdose.
Anne E Renner- Teaches gui-
tar to chimpanzees.
Arianna M Rafi q- Carries a 
staff with coconuts on the end 
and portends the future.
Elizabeth Ryznar- Owns 
Ryznar pharmaceuticals, sells 
beaver tranquilizers on the side.
Jonathan E Rivas- Became 
that weird homeless guy on the 
corner that tells fanciful stories.
Louisa S Rockwell- Became 

a park ranger one of the nature 
reserves in Will Cannonʼs 
backyard.
Margaret K Reich- Sells ex-
plosive tomatoes.
Owen C Remeika- Currently 
works for Chippendaleʼs.
Palmer Rampell- Won People 
Magazineʼs sexiest man alive 
in 2007.
Christa M Vardaro- Caused 
the Great American Potato 
Famine of 2015.
Ishani L Vellodi- Scoops up 
the elephant dung at Barnum & 
Baileyʼs.
Javier Vacio- Makes his living 
by singing David Bowie songs 
in French.
Nandini Vijayakumar- Be-
gan a new global phenomenon 
known as insourcing labor.
Paul D Voorhees- Sells peyote 
and Indian blankets at a trading 
post in El Paso.
Victor M Vazquez- Has 
changed his name to Clark 
Kent. Currently works at The 
Daily Planet. 
Aaron R Weisz- Manufactures 
carbon-fi ber sporks.
Alexandre P Wolf- Teaches 
at Exeter, but very poorly so 
as not to forget his Andover 
heritage.
Ariana L Wilkinson- Married 
Richard Simmons.
Benjamin O Weiner- Designs 
prophylactics.
Carlisle A Williams- Lives in 
Anarctica; is currently posing 
as an Emperor Penguin.
Carolyn M Williams- Con-
verted to Islam, and fi ttingly 
became a global oil magnate.
Catherine E Wright- True to 
her heritage, pilots fi ghter jets.
Cornelia A Wolcott- Abducted 
by aliens in 2019.
Daniel P Whalen- Is working 
on an egocentric campaign to 
“Save the Whalens”
Daniel Z Wagman- Fights 
crime and starchy briefs as 
Captain Underpants.
Emily E Williams- Is to this 
day a showboating Canadian.
Gabriel E Worgaftik- Is still 
loveable, still witty, and still 
available for the low price of 
$19.95, plus S&H.
Gregory C Wilbur- Directed 
the fi lm version of Charlotteʼs 
Web, casting himself in the lead 
role.
Helen R Wu- Starred in the 
WWEʼs feature fi lm, “R Wu 
Ready to Rumble?”
James S Watson- Lives the life 
of the idle rich as a member of 
the Southern aristocracy. Owns 
a plantation.
Jennifer J Wang- Worked on a 
top-secret government-funded 
weapons development initiative 
known as The Bronx Project.
Julie H Wadland- Has become 
contemplative and introspec-
tive. Writes poetry about emo 
things.
Justin J Wu- Stars in martial 
arts fi lms. 
Lucretia A Witte- Works 
closely with Tony Christiano.
Matthew J Weiss- Hosts sexy 
parties all over the US.
Matthew R Ward- Studies 
Amazonian cannibals as an 
anthropologist.
Merit R Webster- Has memo-
rized the entire Oxford English 
Dictionary, totally not getting 
the memo about the heritage of 
her surname. 
Michael A Williams- Works in 
the Misuse of Muggle Artifacts 
Department at the Ministry of 
Magic.
Samuel B Weiss- Oversees a 
Malaysian sweatshop.
Samuel W Woolford- Kicks 
midgets for fun.
Sean J Wadland- Represents 
the Lollipop Guild.
Andrew Yoon- Is a big game 
hunter currently pursuing the 
most dangerous game of all.
Justin J Yi- Loves his women 
like he loves his tractors, and 
letʼs leave it at that.
Matthew P Yeager- Will spend 
the rest of his life sitting on a 
rocking chair on his porch in 
New Hampshire, whittling and 
smoking peyote.
Brianna F Zani- Was bit by 
a werewolf three days after 
graduation, and has been suffer-
ing symptoms ever since.
Jeffrey Y Zhou- Invented the 
chipless chocolate chip cookie 
by mistake.
Susan Zhou- Is an Art teacher 
at Andover.
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that is really necessary? Neither 
does my psychiatrist. 

Do you know what that does to 
a man? It makes him bitter. When 
I hear “Ivy,” or “Job,” shivers are 
sent down my spine, and that feel-
ing of emptiness Mr. Francis and 
I talk about takes over my body. 
Let it be known that college ad-
missions are a joke, and as such, 
I hope to work as an admissions 
officer after my Features stint is 
finished. 

Senior Year has its ups and 
downs. The faculty does a great 
job of letting us know we are out 
of here, and literally butters us up 
so our last memories of Andover 
involve luncheons, happiness, and 
reasons to write big checks down 
the road.

There are a few things about 
Andover that leave me disgrun-
tled and, twenty years from now 
when I am sitting on a porch in 
West Virginia smoking peyote and 
reloading my shotgun, I will be 
upset I did not take advantage of 
my situation. 

1. I am yet to fight a townie. 
For four years I was harassed, 
taunted, rejected, hit-on, and as-
saulted by punks driving down 
Main Street looking for a fight. 
Every time one of them drives by 
in a mini-van or hatchback, I yell, 
“get out of the car and talk to me,” 
at which point I look around to 
make sure I am still walking with 
my roommate (and varsity hockey 
star) Cahill. 

Then I check to make sure 
Cahill is holding the crowbar he 
insists is just incase, “something 
goes down.” I am not too upset 
about this townie thing though, 
because I am sure there is time to 
get into fights in college. 

2. Girls. Why canʼt we import 
Deerfield girls every weekend for 
dances like Andover used to do 
with Abbot?

3. The Penis Statue. I canʼt be-
lieve that I attended Phillips Acad-
emy for four ears, and didnʼt try to 
scale the penis statue. I might just 
try before graduation. What do 
you wear when you climb a giant 

metal penis? I am not sure. I will 
dress in latex. Yeah. Like a con-
dom! HAHAHA. I am too much 
these days. Please forgive me. 

4. An unexcused absence. I 
have never gotten an unexcused 
absence from missing a class, 
have never gone to the sleeping 
room in Isham, and refuse to take 
Tylenol. 

Well that s̓ the end of my list. 
When I started, I thought I would 
have more stuff to complain about. 
Four things really arenʼt that im-
pressive. Sorry for wasting you 
time. 

You know I really donʼt want 
to end this article. I am listening 
to my iPod right now, and “Broad-
way,” by the Goo Goo Dolls just 
came on. My mascara is still run-
ning, and my flamenco dress is un-
comfortable. When do you know 
it s̓ the end? When do you know 
when your time has passed, and 
the Features section will have to 
live on without you? 

Yesterday, when I was signing 
autographs in Commons, because 
I am such a legend on campus, and 
kind of a big deal, a little lower 
girl came up to me. I didnʼt recog-
nize her at first. In a meek voice, 
she said, “John, when can I get 
my shirt back?” That s̓ when you 
know its time to move on.

I think that college will be 
a blast. Hopefully I donʼt waste 
away my days in a drunken stu-
por, but then again, it might get 
me in the White House, so who re-
ally cares? Did I just take a jab at 
Bush? I am embarrassed. When I 
start turning into a pinko-commie 
is when I need to leave this place. 
You might go to Andover if you 
refuse to admit that Bush went 
to Andover. Oh, that was another 
thing to put on my list. I think that 
Andover needs to step back and 
look at its roots a little more. That 
makes 5. Still not that impressive. 

I feel like I should leave with 
some profound and utterly taste-
less quote, for my followers, 
which I know are many, know that 
no matter where life brings us, I 
will always buy stainless steel 
nipple clamps thanks to Phillips 
Academy Andover. Thank you 
Andover, thank you. 
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Morgan T. Abraham
Jessica D. Acosta

Katherine G. Adams
Daniel H. Adamsky 

Parla E. Alpan
Ford T. Anderson
Gracia M. Angulo

Andrew S. Appolonia
Whitney K. Annicelli

Kassie M. Archambault
Thomas F. Arrigg 
Daniel A. Bacon 

Andrew Y. Badger
John Badman
Jin Soo Baek

Jeffrey G. Bakkensen
Rashmi Bhat

Lauren N. Bissell
Maria A. Blackwood

Felicity R. Bloom
Andres E. Bobadilla

Desmond H. Bonhomme-
Isaiah

Michael J. Bourbeau
Nicholas B. Bowen
Matthew R. Boylan
Emily E. Brenner
Kevin F. Burke

Dina S. Burkitbayeva
Eliza S. Burns

Christopher G. Cahill
Jonathan L. Cahill
Colin M. Calabrese

Constantin Calavrezos
Ashley J. Calhoun

Alexander G. Campbell
Samuel C. Cartmell

Catherine M. Castillo
Alejandro M. Castro

Jerry H. Chao
Emily E. Chappell

Alina A. Chen
Katherine Chen

Melissa K. Chiozzi
Aretha Y. Choi
Erika T. Chow 

Anthony V. Christiano
Daniel A. Clark
David K. Clark

Nicholas T. Cohn
Bradford J. Colbert
Claire A. Collery

Tanisha D. Colon-Bibb
Hannah P. Comeau

Katherine R. Connors
Robert L. Constantine

Andrea R. Coravos
Brendan R. Cox

Michael R. Crivaro
Jeffrey P. Cutts

Sophia G. Dafi none
Brendan J. de Brun

Derek E. de Svastich
Lindsay E. Dewhirst

Jordan L. Dietsch
Thomas M. Dignard

Lisa C. Donchak
Emma M. Dorsey

Sarah E. Dowd

Tobey H. Duble
Whitney C. Dublin

Rose L. duPont
Martha E. Durant
Jacob F. Edwards

Paul D. Engelhardt
Chioma O. Erondu
Mgbechi U. Erondu

Megan A. Evans
Katherine M. Faulkner

Eliot E. Fearey
Young Fei

Matthew W. Fernandez
Laura A. Ferraro

Jonathan Figueroa
Elizabeth L. Finnegan

Connor D. Flynn
Claire A. Fox
Brian Foye

Jeannette S. Francis
Charles A. Frentz

Mason J. Fried
Emily J. Frumberg
Daniel G. Gabel
William D. Gage

Michael Galaburda
Brendan D. Gallagher

Ana Garcia
Randy A. Garcia

Thomas P. Gebremedhin
Kira R. Gendlerman
Sarah B. Gershkon

David A. Giller
Andrew J. Glasrud

Kevin J. Gould
Dylan M. Green

Terrence C. Green
Harrison B. Greer
Anichya N. Gujral 

Grace Ha
Samuel T. Hall
Sean Hamilton

Jae K. Han
Tom J. Han

Eliza J. Hartrich
Blake R. Hawk

David T. Heighington
Jane P. Henningsen
Laura S. Herrmann

Wilmy Hidalgo
Alyssa A. Hill

Blake Z. Hinckley
Brittany B. Hipps

Karl J. Hirt
Anna S. Ho
Susan S. Ho

Alison M. Holliday
Eunice Hong

Charles E. Houghton
Rebecca J. Howe

Andrew Hung
Andrew A. Hsiao
Gregory P. Hsu

Priscilla P. IʼAnson
Merzudin Ibric
Karinna Iniguez
Rachel C. Isaacs

Julian J. Jacobson
Faaez H. Jafarey
Jevan N. Jammal 

Pawina Jiramongkolchai
Frederick S. Johnson

Matthew P. Kahn 
Peter J. Kalmakis

Mia M. Kanak
Faisal Kassam

Tanner D. Kaufman
James F. Kelly

Margaret M. Kelly
Alyse J. Kennedy
Simon C. Keyes

Parag Khandelwal
Choc-Ji A. Kim

Sung H. Kim
Victor C. Kim
Emma K. King
Molly H. King

Warakorn Kulalert
Benjamin M. Kuller
Edwin S. Kulubya

Todd C. Kwao-vovo
Lauren A. LaHue

Wynne J. Lam
Erin M. Lanzo

Benjamin A. Lasman
Maria N. Lechtarova

Bryan J. Lee
Jennifer Lee
Justin C. Lee

Lynette C. Lee
Benjamin J. Levenback

Caroline P. Levin
Michael Li

Sarah T. Linnemann
John R. Lippe

Julia M. Littlefi eld
Yuzhe Liu

Joseph T. Lokitis
Jamie L. Love

Domenica M. MacNaughton
Rory G. MacRae

Pumelele L. Maqubela

John Paul Martignetti 
Haruka Maruyama

Olivia F. Mascheroni
Kendall M. Massengill

Cynthia R. Matiz
Kevin J. McCarthy

Melissa A. McDonald
Emily L. McKinney

Sarah A. McLean
Lindsay E. McLellan
Michael J. McMahon
Jennifer E. Meacham

Michelle M. Miao
Domenic P. Minicucci

Fahad S. Missmar
Margaret M. Moore
Michael R. Monaco

Megan N. Montecalvo
Lindsay A. Moramarco

Scott A. Morgan
Emily R. Mortara

Wesley K. Mui
Gordon D. Murphy

Ingrid M. Murra
Stacy A. Naughton
James S. Neuwirth

My Khanh Ngo
Mario A. Noyola

Alison M. Occhiuti 
Kevin O. Olusola
Isaac M. Opper

Thereza V. Osias
Andrew S. Ostroff
Lauren E. Owen
Aurore M. Paris
Andrew H. Park

Maxwell F. Parsons
Caroline R. Pires

Milbry C. Polk-Bauman
Emily Pollokoff
George W. Pratt

Jacqueline E. Price
Amy C. Prosper

Clinton R. Prospere

Gregory T. Pucillo
Arianna M. Rafi q
Palmer Rampell

Margaret K. Reich
Owen C. Remeika
Anne E. Renner
Alex J. Ricotta

Jonathan E. Rivas
Louisa S. Rockwell
Elizabeth Ryznar

Christine A. Sargent
Rajeev C. Saxena

Camilla D. Schloss
Martha C. Schnure
Joshua S. Schultz

Paul J. Scola
Anastasia J. Scott
Sara L. Scribner
Yurie Sekigami

Colin J. Serafi no
Brian H. Shen
Erina Shibata

Kanya Siangliulue
Ali J. Siddiqi

Stephanie W. Sit
Vincent H. Siu

Elizabeth C. Slaughter
Shani A. Small
Jung Min Son
Jason K. Soule

Michael T. Spiak
Marieke P. Sterling

Derek R. Strykowski
Conor J. Sutherland
Virginia S. Sweeney
Sarah J. Takvorian

Thomas M. Tassinari
Brianna C. Tay

Daniel H. Taylor
Aba N. Temeng

Melissa F. Tetreau
Kate E. Therkelsen
Sarah M. Thomas

Edward J. Thompson

Hunter A. Thunell
Colin B. Touhey

Caroline B. Towbin
Kathryn C. Uhl

Alessandro Ussia
Javier Vacio

Anne M. Van Ee
Christa M. Vardaro
Victor M. Vazquez
Ishani L. Vellodi

Nandini Vijayakumar
Paul D. Voorhees
Julie H. Wadland
Sean J. Wadland

Daniel Z. Wagman
Jennifer J. Wang
Matthew R. Ward
James S. Watson
Merit R. Webster

Benjamin O. Weiner
Matthew J. Weiss
Samuel B. Weiss
Aaron R. Weisz

Daniel P. Whalen
Gregory C. Wilbur

Ariana L. Wilkinson
Carlisle A. Williams
Carolyn M. Williams

Emily E. Williams
Michael A. Williams

Lucretia A. Witte
Cornelia A. Wolcott
Alexandre P. Wolf

Samuel W. Woolford
Gabriel E. Worgaftik
Catherine E. Wright

Helen R. Wu
Justin J. Wu

Matthew P. Yeager
Justin J. Yi

Andrew Yoon
Brianna F. Zani
Jeffrey Y. Zhou

Susan Zhou

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2006
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Stephen S. Blackman
Editor-in-Chief

    Emma W. Wood                 Lauren J. Kelleher
     News Director                 Managing Editor         

Prateek Kumar
Deputy Managing Editor

Director of Production
Katharine Matsumoto

Head of Photography
Brooks Canaday

Photography Editor
Rebecca Waldo

Features
Will Cannon
David Curtis

Senior Associates
Commentary: John Gwin

Features: Pete Smith
Arts: Polly Sinclair

Cartoon Editor: Nathaniel 
Flagg

News
Song Kim
Alexa Reid

Commentary
Yoni Gruskin

Danielle Rothman

Living Arts
Chris Li

Jess White

Sports
Peter Dignard
Rush Martin
Will Sherrill

Business Manager
Henry Frankievich

Advertising Director
Justin Waite

Circulation
Suzanne Hwang

Cecily Pulver
Steve Loeffler

Technology
Ethan Schmertzler

Abhishek Mukherjee

Volume CXXIX

Congratulations
to the

Class of 2006!
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To the Members
 of CXXVIII:

Gabel, we hope you will suc-
ceed in your dream as a social 
butterfly. You taught us to be-
lieve in ourselves and stand up 

for our ideas.

Meg, we miss the pita chips, 
your endless supply of hugs, 

and your motherly love.

Sam, what we will do without 
you? Who is going to show up 
and take 3 pictures in 10 min-
utes that are better than all the 

ones we took in an hour?

Merit, hopefully you donʼt 
cringe at our stacking. You 

were incredible, making News 
perfect every week. Eliza, we 
will miss having a human dic-

tionary. 

Dawson, you enlightened us 
and your poetry will forever re-
main on the windows of Com-
mentary Castle. Derek when 

we saw you, you were usually 
half naked.

Anna and Cornelia, we will 
miss your creative approach 
and dedication to the Living 

Arts.

Badman and Gabe, maybe 
if we had met you we would 
have laughed a few times but 

whatever.

Melissa, thank you for fi-
nally letting us take over. We 
know it was hard for you to 

let go. Katie and Gordon, you 
brought so much energy to the 
newsroom when you came in.

Touhey, let us know when you 
eat 100 dumplings.

Justin Yi, for  your dedication 
to  Features pictures.

Congratulations!
We will miss you.

Love,
Katharine, Blackman, Lauren, 

and Emma
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